
1947 Annual Narrative Report Navajo County

Item Type text; Report

Authors University of Arizona. Agricultural Extension Service. County
Agricultural Agents.; Creighton, D. E.; Armer, J. C.

Publisher University of Arizona

Rights Permission to use or to order reproductions must be obtained
from the University of Arizona Libraries, Special Collections.
Contact us at askspecialcollections@u.library.arizona.edu, or
(520) 621-6423.

Download date 24/05/2023 20:26:32

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10150/580516

http://hdl.handle.net/10150/580516


ANNUJlL NARRA.TIVE REPORT

OF

NAVAJO COUNTY, ARIZONA

December 1, 1946 - December 31, 1946

D. E. Creighton
County Agricultural Agent

March 31, 1947 - November 30, 1947

J. C. Armer
County AgricUltural Agent



INDEX

Title

Index

State�ent of Extension Work in Navajo County

Summary of Narrative Report for Navajo County

Cooperating Organizations

Poultry

Dairy

Horticulture

Field Crops

Plant Diseases and Insect Pests

Irrigation and Soils

Livestock

4-H Clubs

Labor

1

2

3

4

5

5

7

8

9

10

11

16

19



-2-

STATEMENT OF EJrI'ENSION WORK IN NAVAJO COUNTY.

The following itemization is an Elctual record of what

took place during the year:

Fa.rIIl Call s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Office calls ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

274

346

Telephone.calls ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 147

Days spent in office • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 81

Days spent in field • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 125

Articles prepared for newspaper ••••••••••••••••••• 9

Letters written ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 288

Circular letters prepared ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Circuler letters mailed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 19

Meetings attended ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 24

Attendance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,108

Auto miles travelled •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7,565

Demonstrations established •••••••••••••••••••••••• 7

J. c. Armer'
County Agricultural Agent
Navajo County, A.rizona, 1947
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SUMMARY OF NARRATIVE. REPORT FOR NAVAJO COUIH'Y

DECEVIBER 1 t 1246 t to NOVDABER .10, 1947.

The present Agent received his aPPointment as County

Agent on March 16, 1947, and took over the responsibility

of' the office on March .31, 1947. The office was without

an Agent from December 31, 1946, until April, 1947.

Stock diseases and general livestock probl�s were the

major problems vlith which the Agent was confronted during

his first few months here. Range livestock met many prob-

lems and difficulties, due to poor teed and scarce water in

the early spring, which led to livestock losses from animals

eating poison weedS, and toxic conditions from poor quality

01' water.

The dairymen, as indicated in the past, still request

a great deal of assistance in meeting udder disorders, insect

control and nutritional deficiencies in their milk stock.

They also face the problem of meeting high feed costs, which

add up to getting rid of the poor producing cows. This prob

lem has been approached through grading up with the use of

good bulls, through individuals purchasing them from good

herds, and through the use of artiticial insemination. The

latter hasn't been entirely successful up to date.

The Cattle Growers Association is still one of the

strongest and most active groups in the County. They conduc

ted two very successful rodeos during the summer, and have

been very active in the other events that affect the County.
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The 4-H Club activities for the County have been very

pleasing for the year, but haven't been too enthusiastically

accepted and carried on in the boys' clubs. Plans are now

being laid for a bigger and better year for 1948.

Experimental crop work was abandoned for the year,

since it was too late in the year when this Agent arrived to

line up the cooperators, and get the plantings done on any

kind of a successful basis.

COOPERATING ORGANIZATIONS:

The Northern Arizona Cattle�en's Association is still

the most active organization in the County. It·s membership

is made up of a pretty fair sample of all income brackets.

Many of them are old�timers of the West, and many are promin

ent men from the Eastern part of the country that represent

the present day Western migration.

This organization, as in the past, sponsored the stock

show and rodeo in connection with the County Fair. This com

bination of Fair and Rodeo seems to be the outstanding fea

ture of the year for all of Navajo County. The Cattle Grow

ers also sponsored a Rodeo at Winslow and it, in turn, �ms a

howling success.

�e 9utstanding feature of these Rodeos is the old mans'

roping contest (limited to men of 60 and up), and the vdld

mule riding.

The County Fair Commissio� consists of six representa

tive men from over the County. These men, as a ,�ole, were

�very energetic and did a fine job for both the County Fair

and the State Fair.
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POULTRY:

The cOnh�ercial poultry producers of Navajo County that

have made a full time projeot of the work have done quite

well this year. They have encountered a few difficulties,

such as an epidemic of diseases and facing rising feed costs.

There has been a ready market for all eggs produced, in the

local markets. The poultrymen got their fryers on the mar-

ket in a slow period and were somewhat dubious about the

business, but it all turned out very well.

DAIRY:

The dairy business in the County has been a thriving

business this year, but has just about reached its capacity

under present population.

Most of the dairymen are conscious of the fact that they

are going to have to get modern equipment and fix up their

dairy establislli�ents in order to meet any competition that

may come later.

There has been a great effort made by many to �prove

their breeding herds through the purchase of good bulls and

by the use of artificial insemination.

The insemination progra� hasn't been very successful in

receiving a normal average of conceptions, and the dairies

are quite dubious about its feasibility. Unless some better

means of transporting and handling the materials are found,

it looks as if the program ,dll have to be discontinued.
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This i-s la good example of the Guernsey Bulls
that are being used for dairy improvement by

. the dairies. This is a 3 year old Bull ovmed
by Ben R. Hunt, of Holbrook, ��izona.
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Fly and lice control in the daiDies hasn't been used

as much as it should be. Most of the dair3ne�.realize that

the program is profitable and should be carried on, but as

a whole they don't seem to find the time to do the work.

HORTICULTURE:

The fruit crop for Navajo County was very small this

year. A late frost killed most of the fruit in the Lowez

climates and in a great many communities of the higher ele-

vations. The co�unitles that weren't hit by the frost

had light crops, which was probably caused by the exceeding

ly heavy crops last year. Many of the growers failed to

spray against codling moths this year, since they weren't

bothered last year, so consequently a lot of the fruit

that was produced was badly wor.m infested.

The truck crops got off to a"poor start this year be

cause of the exceedingly cold nights that prevailed so late

in the spring. They all came out nicely after the nights

warmed up, but of course, were somewhat late.

The insect infestation was quite heavy this year, and

as a result, many home gardens produced little or nothing.

A progra� of insect control was worked on, and it is hoped

that it vdll be a little more widely used next season.

Cucumber production again this year V{as a fine industry

for a few of the communities. Many of the small acreages

didn't participate this year, but those on the larger scale

were well pleased and look to prospects of eXpandiz.gthe

truck farm industry.
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FIELD CROPS:

Corn, wheat and alfalfa are the major field crops for

the County. The majority of the corn is gro'Nn for ensilage

and goes into the silos for dairy feed. This year several

of the operators have abandoned their old pit silos and in

stalled the handier and less expensive trench silos. The

yellow Dent and'Indian corn seem to prevail as the popular

types of corn.

Winter whe�t is gro\vn for early pasture and later

threshed grain. The threshed grain is used largely as cow

and chicken feeds. The wheat crop was relatively poor this

year for the County. The irrigated districts produced their

normal crop, but the dry land farms gave relatively small re

turns, since they were without moisture during the critical

growing season.

Alfalfa production in the County has run into a great

many pitfalls. First of all, the farmers are a little dubi

ous about purchasing the higher priced wilt resistant alfalfa

Seed, and consequently, the wilt is taking its toll of the

alfalfa stand in a short while. The growing season only

allows three or four cuttings per year, and from this year's

average, the fieldS only averaged around two and a half tons

per acre. A few of the more prosperous farmers that use

heavy manure and phosphorus applications had �_much higher

yield.

Onegreat drawbaok to the hay industry in the County this

year was the frequent rains during the harvesting of the
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third and fourth cuttings. Through frequent wettings, many

handlings and long s�ays in the field, a lot ot the last cut

ting hays were of very poor quality when it finally arrived

at the barn.

Permanent pastures still hold a talking interest for the

majority of the farmers, but there are very few of them that

have good permanent pastures. First of all, the farmer

wants a permanent pasture that he can plant on land that he

has been unable to utilize in his tarming. Therefore, he

plans on giving it very little care and less water.

The Care of the permanent pastures that have been plant-

ed on good land has been quite negligible, since many of the

operators pasture it pretty heavily, while they are irrigating

it, and also follow the practice of heavy continuous pasturing.

This Agent is inclined to believe that a good alfalfa crop will

be more profitable to the average farmer here than his perma

nent pastures have been.

PLANT DISEASES M�D INSECT PESTS:

These seem to be one of the most annoying problems of the

County, since control practices are used by only a small per

centage of the growers.

Plant diseases are magnified greatly in the County through

the practice of sa�ng seed each year for the follovdng year,

thus carrying over many of the diseases from year to year in

the seed. The practice of planting th$ same crop year after

year on the same land has greatly increased the different dis

eases of corn and a few of the truck crops.

Insects seem to be a thing of nature that are tolerated
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in the home gardens rather than controlled. It seems to

be quite common that when a pest gets too severe on cer

tain crops that they quit grovdng the crop rather than

combat the insect.

The most common diseases are potato ring rot, rhizoc

tonia, tomato wilt; and among the insects, those most bother

some have been corn ear worm, corn maggot worm, squash bugs,

Mexi�an bean beetles, cucumber beetles, tomato cut-worms and

codling moths. There are none of the diseases or insects

that cannot be controlled with i�proved cultural practices

and modern insecticides, if the effort is made to do so.

IRRIGATION AND SOILS:

Farmers have become quite water conscious in many of the

are�s, and are stressing quality as well as quantity. A new

desilting basin has been added along the Little Colorado, and

it certainly should be an added impetus to the farmer using

the desilted water from it. Also, a great many have jumped

on the band-wagon for wells, and as a result, there have been

many new wells added to the area, not�rlthstanding the fact

that it costs them an7�here from $7.00 up per foot for drill

ing. Most of the· wells have given good irrigation water

from depths of' 250 feet, but many have had to go much deeper

to get water that is suitable for a long irrigation plan.

The Reclamation Service has finished their water and de

ailting surveys for the area and moved out on Sept��ber first

of this year.
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LIVESTOCK:

Cattle business is still one of the outstanding features

of the County. There is a production of some very fine ca1-

ves in the County. A few of the ranchers are swinging to

steer ranges, and a great many maintain their breeding herds

and run a few steers on the side. The latter operation, of

course, is regulated by the amount of surplus feed that re

mains.

Hereford cattle still remain as the popular breed tor

the area. A lot of good, young purebred Hereford bulls were

shipped in along in April to replace old bulls, in order to

maintain the quality of the calves and a high percentage calf

crop. A few operators are using Angus bulls on Hereford

cows, and a few are using Brahma bulls on the same type. cows.

It will be interesting to this Agent to see the results of

these different breeding of calves that vall be produced

under the range conditions of this area.

The cattlemen of this area have become quite water con

scious and are, through the triple A program, building many

dirt tanks. Most of the tanks, thirty-seven having been com

pleted at this time, are large and the operators hope for

them to be year-around water. Building these tfu�S is prob

ably one of the best practices that livestock men have enter

ed into, since it will give full utilization of the range,

and vall undoubtedly relieve some of the stress that has ob

viously been put on some of the range that has previously



-12-

been without water, and these tanks will be the only per-,

manent and natural water within many miles. The construc-,

tion of some of the tanks was thoroughly tested in July and

.August, when a few of the areas received some of the heaviest

rainstorms and hail storms that many of the old timers have

seen in the history of tank building in the area. As a re-

sult of the runoff from these storms, some four or five tanks

were rebuilt and many more repaired and allowed more spillway

for the large excess runoff.

Fly and lice control hasn't been accepted as this Agent

¥�uld like to see it. A few of the operators see the value

of controlling the insects and make.,every effort to give to

the cow brute every boost they can; while still others feel

that the returns for spraying aren't great enough to pay for

the time and trouble of' rounding up their livestock and bring

ing th� to corrals to be sprayed.



,.
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,., " .�.Here we have an improved range

sire, watering at improved
watering facilities.
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Cross reening is 1n the offing for the County.
Here are some nice Angus Bulls, purchased by
the Reynolds Ranch, to cross on his white faced
cows to attempt to get heavier feeder yearlings.
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A shipment of registered Hereford bulls
at the Holbrook Stock Yards. These
bulls, shipped in from New Mexico, were
sold to range livestock producers of the
County.
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4-H CLUBS:

The agriculture 4-H Clubs got off to a late start

this year, and consequently weren't as large as they have

been in the past. The Leader situation is rather diffi

cult for the County, since the men feel that they have too

much work vdth their farming activities and loce� organi

zations to undertake 4-H Club work. Two of the three

Clubs formed were fairly satisfactory, but still didn't

give the results that 4-H Club work should.

The 4-H Club work in the upper communities receives

a great deal of competition from the Future Farmer Chapter.

The central school there has a Future Farmer Chapter, which

takes the majority of the boys entering High School. This

set up only allows the boys 3 years for 4-H Club work.

The majority of the projects this year were Garden

projects, and the boys turned in sone very nice work in this

field.
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Frank Bowler, of Woodruff, in his
4-H Garden project. The big plant
---� some of his prize winning

Kohlrabi.
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A ll--H Club Garden project. Arza Greer,
County Agent at Large, and a few of the

�ambers looking the tomatoes over.
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LABOR:

The County Agent's office again this year has been used

as a farm labor placement oftice. The traffic here is

very small and only takes very little time.

}� attempt was made again this year to recruit Navajo

Indians tor cotton picking, but met ��th very little suc-

cess. None of the Indians checked through the office ask-

ing for information, but this office understands, through a

letter from Mr. Edward Clark, that some 50 Indians went to

Graham County to pick cotton, after Mr. Lee, the Extension

Service Reoruiter, had been through the Reservation.

Mr. Preston Costen, Santa Fe Recruiter, reported that

a few others were leaving for the lower Counties to pick

cotton, but there has been no authentic report on this.

This office spent a total of five days on farm labor

for the year.


