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4-H CLUBS

GILA.

1949

COUNTY SITUATION

The 4-H situation in Gila Ceunty is rather difficult because there
are .nly a few farm children of 4-H club age in the county and because
this county is a range cattle area with large ranches se the children live

many miles apart. Except fGr the Indian Service participation, net much

hope can be seen fer increase .f numbers in club werk in Gila Countyo

Pleasant Valley has a girls 4-H club and has had ene for several years ,

Bawever, ne ve� great results can ever be expected frem this club. There
are many reasens f�r this situati.n, no .ne $f which the agents can pin
d.wn as the reasen. One reasen is lack of c.-®peration between leader, club
members and parents. It is a ve� iselated community and l.cal peeple tend
te resent new peepl.e mev.ing iute the cenmuni.ty who might t� to help them.
Another reasen fer the lack �f 4-H club activity is that the adults in this
community de net, work 1'l(�11 together. Naturally, where the adults d. not

get aleng; this reflects en the type ef club werk which the childre� are

able te de and the quarrels are often carried into the 4-H club. Boys club
work has been tried on twe different ecassiens and have beth been failures.

The community .f Pine is very small and is an LDS group. There would
net be enough children f@r a 4-H club unless every child between the ages or
10-21 belenged. Childre� leave this c�mmunity as seen as they are of high
schee'L age therefere, there are net enough for a club even if the people
wanted it. The leaders ef this community are n0t anxi�us t. start 4-H club
werk.

The cemmunity of Payson thinks (bf itself as primarily an urban community
and shews ne interest in 4-H club activities. Very few farm children live
in this area.

There are not enough children fer a satisfactory 4-H club in the Tento
Basin area. If every child of 4-H club age belenged to the club there would
be ouy 5 beys and 5 girls. Since seme fif these children have t. ceme a

leng ways t. sche.l it is impessible for them t. have a club. This area is
a range cattle pr.ductien district and practically no farming is dene.

Since 4-H club work was started with the reservation Indian.s, a very
geed livestock club has cempleted .ne year of successful club work. Twenty
beys and two girls started projects and all ef them completed the p�jects
and were presented certificates. They will continue this livestock club
and erganize a new Heme Ec.nemics club in 1950.
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Champion and Top Price Steer at Sale
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY

Number !If Clubs
Beys Girls �

1 1 2

Number ef Leaders 3 1 4

Nwnber of Leader training meetings 0 Individual 0

Number of club members enrolled 20 10 30

Number (j)f club members completed 20 8 28

Number cf Projects 21 8 29

Number .f Achievement Days 1 1 2

Nlli�ber of 4-H Reundup Attendance 3 1 4

One girls sewing and c••king club was ccmpleted at Young. Eight
girls started the club and six completed their welk.

One livestock club was started at San Carles en the San Carles
Indian Reservation. T\'fenty beys and tw. girls fed 10 bulls, six.
steers and seven pigs. All twenty two of these Indian beys and girls
cempleted their prejects. Club werk has meant a great deal t. these
Indian boys and girls fer they have ver,y little .pp.rtunity for ether

activities en the reservati.n.
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Laura Hoffman Steer at Stirt of Project

County Agent, Two Indian Council Members and
Indian boy with his calf
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ORGANIZATION .AN D PLANNING

The Home Demonstratien agent met with the petential 4-H club leader
in Pleasant Valley and discussed with her the 4-H club projects and
p.Lans , Two parents were aLse present. 'llhe agent stressed t o the

petentd.al, Leader- and to the parents; the Lmper-tance of geod club work.
That it was better not to have a club at �ll if members were net g�ing
to attend meetings regularly and complete their projects. The agent then
met with the leader, parents and children interested in 4-H club work.

Eight members completed their projects. However, these members did net
attend meetings with any great degree of regularity.

The agent met with Hrs. King, the Home Econemi.c s teacher at San Carles,
and talked with her about their request fQr a Home Ecen$mics 4-H Club
f0r the Indians. In ectober the agent then gave a demonstratien t.
the elder girls en canning meat s , This had a two .hld purpese , (1) to
teach the girls h�w t. c�n meat and (2) to teach them by demonstratien,
what a demenstration is. The agent then planned with Mrs. King to meet
w�th all the girls in November when she was in the ceunty. These girls,
40 �r 50 ef them, sheuld d. a g••d jeb of 4-H club werk. Hewever, we

will have te wait until 1950 t. kn�w the results.

the 4-H Achievement Day was held at Pleasant Valley during the
Pleasant Valley Eai.r-, Exhibits of all prejects were made. Pins and
certificates were awarded the leader and club members by the agent.

The County Agricultural Agent met with the leaders of the Pine, Paysen,
Tcnte Basin, Young and San Carles cemmunities and discussed organizing
4-H clubs. The San Carles Indi�n C.uncil was the enly group willing t.
spons.r boys 4-H club w.rk.

Dr. Jehn Lasley, assisted by William Leminger and M. E. Linn,
e rgarri.zed a Li.ve st eck club with twenty beys and tw� girls as members.
Plans were made fer the agent to meet with the club once a month te
check subject matter and see if the club was cenducted preperly. Plans
were m.cte fer an achievement day program and te exhibit their livest.ck
at the San Carles Indian Fair.
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A pig project eft India. Reservatio.
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PROJECTS

4-H Clothing:

The agent met feur times ��th the Pleasant Valley girls 4-H club.
Then these girls attended the majority of the adult demonstrations held
in the Valley. It was felt by the agent and the leader that these girls
needed eve� epp$rtunity fer instructi�n possible. Three girls completed
in 1st year clething, ene in 2nd year clothing and two in 3rd year clethi�.
In cases these 3rd year girls are d�ing a better jeb of sewing than their

parents de , hewever , our best 4-H club member Ge.rgia Mae Haught has
decided t. quit club work. It w3uld be extreme� helpful if we could get
some of these 4-H members t. attend state events but t. date n� parent or
leader ce-eperation has been received in t his projects.

It is anticipated that the 4-H clothing prejects c�ub at San Carlos
will·be good this next year, however, there is nething te report on them
as yet.

Feeds:

N. 4-H Feod projects were c8mpleted this year,. however, Pleasant
Valley has several girls signed up f.r the 1949-1950 club year and San
Carles has a canning and Fe.ds club just organized. It is anticipated
that we will have seme 4-H feed projects tG report next year.

LivestQ)ck Clubs:

On February 17 twenty beys and two girls organized a Li.vesteck club
at San Carlos and elected Jehu Lasley as lecder. Ten bulls, six steers,
six bar-row hegs and ene Sears Reebuck Feundatd en registered gilt wae

selected as projects. The club met re�arly once a menth and completed
the club year on Oct.ebe r 30th, 1949. All projects were cempleted and

twenty-twe certificates and first year pins were awarded.
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One of Three Bulls that Sold for '11'560

San CLJrlos Club Officers "lith their calves ut

Auction Jale
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Two of Top Price Bulls at Start of Project
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4-H CLUB ACTIVITIES

The Idvest.eck Club at San Carlos was veF:f active all year'. Three
beys and .ne girl from this club attended the Tucsen R.undup and

competed in the Livesteck Judging C.ntest. All of the members of the
San Carlos Club entered the open judging contest at the San Carles Indi�
Fair. Feur 0f them wen the first four places, beating all adults. When
the prejects were completed the livestGck was s�ld at auction at the
same time the Gther Indian cattle were seld. Three bulls sold fer $560
each and ene steer br�ught 40¢ a pound. All of the steers averaged 28¢
a peund and the hegs averaged 21¢ apGuRd. At the completion ef the
club the Indian Ceunc.iL donated $60.00 to the club t 9 pay for a dinner
and tickets to the theatre fer all members, leaders and agent. This
club was an cutstanding success.

OUTLOOK AND REC�n�ENDATIONS

Until population t rends in Gila County change there will be very
little club work dene except en the San Carles Indian Reservation. The
white p0pulatien is teo sc�ttered and there are not enQugh children .f
club age in the varieus communities to de successful club werk. Club
work shoUld c.ntinue to increase en the reservation as the Indian bec.me
mere acquainted with the program. Club membership will double in 1950.
A Li,veat e ek club .f abeut 30 members and a sewing club 0f approximately
10 members are being formed at the present time and a garden club and
insect club will probably be e r-gan.i z ed next summer. As long as the
Indian Ceuncil is back of the pregram, club w3rk should fleurish en the
-reservat iom..
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All Indian Livestock Judging Team at Roundup
with Leader and Home Demonstration Agent


