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FOREWORD
Some 250 years ago a Colonial printer, John Peter Zenger, suggested that
the press was a place where all the voices in society should be heard. His reward
was to face criminal charges because the crown-appointed governor of New York
did not welcome voices that were raised to criticize him. A jury thought otherwise. Today we meet annually to honor the memory of a brave Colonial printer
and to recognize one individual who has followed in that printer's proud tradition. This year we gather to honor Bob Maynard.
Bob forged a distinguished career as an associate editor, national correspondent and editorial writer for The Washington Post, one of this nation's great newspapers. In 1977, however, he accepted a new challenge and left the Post to become
founding chairman of the Institute for Journalism Education, an organization
dedicated to increasing the role of ethnic minorities in reporting and editing the
news. He co- directed the first summer programs, developed the first national job
referral service for ethnic minorities in journalism, and launched a pilot program
in editing. In 1980 that program moved to The University of Arizona. I am glad
to say that it has proven to be an exciting and valuable program in which the
University takes pride. Recently it has been further developed to provide opportunities for an advanced degree.
Mr. Maynard's vision and enterprise has been as pioneering and significant
in our day as were the ideas of John Peter Zenger in Colonial times. John Peter
Zenger propounded the idea of the press as a place where all the voices in
society could be heard. Bob Maynard helped turn that idea into a practical
reality. Not surprisingly the nominating committee for our Zenger Award cited
him as "a national leader in the movement to desegregate the newsroom in the
interests of justice and in quest of a more accurate portrayal of all elements in
society." The committee's opinion was endorsed by the vote of a panel of 400
editors and publishers throughout the country in selecting him for the Award.
In 1979 Mr. Maynard joined The Oakland Tribune as editor. In 1981 he became publisher and, since 1983, has been the owner of that newspaper. Today he
is a nationally syndicated columnist with the Universal Press Syndicate and we
have seen him as a television commentator, appearing on "This Week with David
Brinkley" and on "The MacNeil- Lehrer News Hour." He also serves on the boards
of The Associated Press, the Pulitzer Prizes, and the Rockefeller Foundation.
Mr. Maynard, it is my pleasure, on behalf of The University of Arizona, to
present you with the John Peter Zenger Award for 1989 in recognition of your
outstanding contributions in support of press freedom and the people's right
to know.

President Henry Koffler
The University of Arizona
November 10, 1989
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Those who have long enjoyed such
privileges as we enjoy forget in time that
men have died to win them.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
December 15, 1941
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by Robert C. Maynard
I cannot thank you enough for this generous award and the recognition it
reflects. I am all the more pleased that it results from the judgment of my colleagues. In my view, there is no honor quite like the recognition of peers. I
accept with humility on behalf of my colleagues of IJE.
Here at The University of Arizona, the Institute for Journalism Education
has done some of it most important work. In company with George Ridge, Don
Carson, Addie Rimmer, Edie Auslander and others in your faculty, you have
made IJE welcome. We feel we are part of the family. We are grateful for your
hospitality, for your partnership and above all for your support of the idea of
diversity in the American newspaper industry.
It is fortuitous that you planned to celebrate the gift of John Peter Zenger
on November 10, 1989. There are those who believe this date will go down in
history as the day the Cold War ended; the day freedom was celebrated at the
Brandenburg gate and the first day East Germans could cross the Berlin Wall
freely. They even danced on the top of the wall. We saw all that on television
today for the first time ever. It is surely a remarkable moment in our times. We
will see few like it. We reflect today on more than 40 years of oppression. That
is how long Europe has been divided. Winston Churchill in Fulton, Mo., first
called it an Iron Curtain. That was 1947.
And to think you and I saw that Iron Curtain crumble last night. That is not
all. The evidence of the collapse of the Communist empire is to be seen throughout Europe and the Soviet Union. The various Soviet republics are in a state of
agitation. What happened yesterday and this morning represents the onset of
the fulfillment of the dreams and prayers of hundreds of millions of people.
Many thought they would never see the collapse of those regimes. For it to begin
at the same moment we have assembled to reflect on the signal import of free
expression to our society is a happy coincidence.
A few years ago, Nancy and I were at a dinner in Paris. The occasion recognized writers, particularly writers behind the Iron Curtain. That evening, a
young Pole spoke of wanting to be a journalist. He said, "I wish, like you, I could
call myself a journalist," but, he said, "in our society that is a dangerous thing
to do." He described the privation of his people: persecution of the opposition
especially those in the church, but also those in the labor movement. He spoke
of the state of paralysis in which he, his family, his friends and his neighbors
found themselves. Those of us Americans at the table were moved. "Is there
anything we can do ?" we asked. "If you could export to us your First Amendment," he said, "I would prefer that to all the battalions that you could send. If
we could only spread the truth of what has happened to our country...."
We were powerless to send either troops or the First Amendment. We could
only sympathize, but we understood. I don't think any American who was at the
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table that night returned to the United States feeling blasé or cavalier about what
it means to us that we are legatees of John Peter Zenger. Not just Zenger, but all
of those who have fought in our history for a precious idea, the right of a free
and untrammeled press. I include in that the long list of distinguished journalists you have recognized with the Zenger Award. I am honored you have added
my name.
I reflect on this remarkable day and the coincidence of this award for I am
struck by a larger reality. It concerns the world in which we live. I mean those
of us who publish newspapers. We publish these days exciting stories about
democracy movements in Germany and Hungary and the Soviet Union and
China. We have congratulated ourselves as a society on the fact that so many
other societies have reached the point where their people have risen and broken
the bonds of the police state and said, "We want democracy; we want free markets." It is remarkable to consider how much they are inspired by us, by Zenger,
by our Bill of Rights, by our First Amendment, by Watergate, by the equal rights
movement, by democracy in action. We have made the idea of free government
very popular around the world over the last 200 years. That has been so even
when democracy wasn't all that popular in certain sections of our own society.
When Newspaper Publishers ponder these complex times, we see that our
own readership among certain age groups, especially 18- to 34-year -olds, is declining. With literacy and numeracy -basic skills of learning -declining, we
must ask ourselves some sober questions. How is it that hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of young Chinese were killed in Tiananmen Square seeking free
expression, while young Americans are among the most reluctant participants
in the democratic process? They are not voting, not reading, not informing
themselves about the important business of our times.
What an irony. People all over the world are dying for rights we take for
granted. This is why I say our situation is sobering. Those of us who care about
the legacy of freedom must address this irony. Liberty is too precious for our
young to suppose we received it for nothing. That is why they value it so little.
It is natural for a publisher to be concerned about such questions, but I must tell
you I am a somewhat startled publisher. I am startled that these are central
concerns on a day in which we see pictures from all over the world showing how
important our legacy is. Yet how little appreciation we seem to be able to engender in our own young. I suspect the problem is that we tend not to appreciate
rights we hold dear until some crisis threatens them. Perhaps that is what will
have to happen in this case. For the moment, our young seem to be fixed on the
value of material things.
I can tell you how it feels to discover how quickly material things become
meaningless. I can tell you with precision when, most recently, I found out what
really matters in life. The time was 5:04. The day was Tuesday, October 17. I was
in The Tribune Tower thinking about baseball. My two boys had asked me to
promise I would be home by 5:30, the time Game 3 of the World Series was
scheduled to begin. I was getting ready to leave, chatting with a colleague. I felt
the room begin to move. I turned to my colleague and said, "Watch my chande-
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lier. I've been in this building now for 10 years; I've felt literally hundreds of

earthquakes. I can always tell you which direction and the rough Richter-scale
measurement by my chandelier...."
That's about all I got to say. The pictures on the walls and the artifacts on
the counters began flying off. By the time I got to the door frame to hold on, I
realized that the chandelier was no longer swaying; it was shaking dramatically
up and down. If that were not frightening enough, within the next split- second,
there was a huge cracking sound that caused me to wonder when I would see
The Tribune Tower fall before my eyes. When it was over, 15 long seconds later,
I went out into the newsroom and found an editor. He was about the only one
left because everybody else understandably had fled in terror. I turned to him
and said, "I can tell you one thing right now: somewhere out there, somebody
just died." It is the first time that I ever covered a story where I knew something
so certainly as I knew of death that day. All we needed to know was where and
who. We already knew what and how. It would be a couple of days before we
learned why.
Our community was shattered in those 15 seconds by the collapse of the
Cypress freeway about 10 blocks from The Tribune Tower. Our computers at first
seemed also to have fled, as terrified as everybody else. Our dedicated, clever
technicians enticed them to come back. So we began to cover the story of our
lives. No one who experienced that night of October 17 will ever be quite the
same. Nor will we ever likely attach ourselves to any material thing in quite the
same way again. We saw nature in seconds rearrange our world. Nor will all of
our cherished myths remain in place.
One of our cherished myths is that those poorest of poor that we choose to
call the "underclass" are somehow different from you and me. The place where
the freeway fell is at the edge of Cypress, probably the poorest community in our
city. At 5:05, when all those startled Nimitz freeway motorists were able to get
out of their cars, they began to try to figure out where they were. It was the
poorest of the poor of West Oakland who first rescued them. They climbed up
on the Cypress freeway- risking their very lives
lead the victims down 30
feet of broken concrete to the street.
So anyone on Tuesday at 5:03 who chose to think of these Cypress residents
as somehow different-not a part of our community-was soon to learn a life
lesson. They discovered a larger definition of the word "neighbor." We also
learned that when great catastrophe strikes, it is no respecter of rich or poor. The
freeway came down in one of the poorest sections of Oakland and the Marina
condominiums came down in one of the wealthiest sections of San Francisco.
As one speaker at a memorial service in Oakland said, "God spoke to rich and
poor alike, and told us that we place entirely too much value on material things,
and not enough on human life." For one thing, we don't spend much time learning about our neighbors.
Last Spring, when you invited me here, I didn't know some of what I think
I know today. What I have learned since applies to this magnificent honor you
pay me today. You will recall that when the Institute for Journalism Education
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began its work 20 years ago, the idea of people of color being daily newspaper
journalists was not particularly popular in our industry. Indeed, the most common refrain we heard when we attempted to encourage publishers and editors
to diversify their newsrooms was that this would be impossible. There were not
sufficient numbers of people of color who were qualified to be journalists. So
the argument went. We found that to be a remarkable excuse. How was it possible for African -Americans, Hispanic-Americans and Asian-Americans to be
lawyers, physicians and rocket scientists, but for some reason rendered by nature
incapable of being journalists?
Our IJE colleagues, Nancy and I became determined to see this industry
diversify for two reasons. First, because, as professional journalists, we knew the
story of America was not being told in full. The Kerner Commission found that
the rioting in Detroit, Newark and several other cities had its origins in the lack
of exposure of those communities' problems. Second, we had an abiding faith in
the capacity of our nation to live up to its rich heritage ... all of its legacy .
not just Zenger but Jefferson, Lincoln and Martin Luther King, Jr. We believed
our generation of Americans would only be worthy of all we had been given
when we recognized all of our citizens as part of one great American community.
We just learned that lesson all over again in the Bay Area last October 17. The
"least among us" did the most to lead dazed victims down off the freeway. The
spared victims know with fresh insight what such words as community and
neighbor mean now. Yet our own industry, forged on freedom's foundry, has not
been in the forefront of change. Our behavior should exemplify this moment.
We should be the showcase to the nation on how to be inclusive, a whole society
that respects its distinctive parts.
So the Institute, whose labors you graciously recognize today, has attempted
to build a bridge over which many may pass in both directions. Journalists of
color get the opportunity to show another myth for what it is. It is also a bridge
for editors and publishers. They have the opportunity to meet, mingle and work
with professionals who don't look just like them. That's the idea of America as
we understand America.
Over the years, the Institute approached this question first, one might say,
with a two -by -four. We had to get people's attention. We tried very hard to do
things that helped to make dramatically clear the urgency of this question. Now
demographics can do the talking. We can see what the future of America is going
to be like. People of color will participate in every aspect of our society. If
newspapers are going to remain relevant to the lives of our communities, we
must become inclusive instead of exclusive. It's the way to attract the consumers
of today. Also the readers of tomorrow, those we know we are now losing and
those we have lost already. All will be necessary to the success of the newspaper
of the future. So the Institute's view today is that our most useful role is to assist
in facilitating the process. No longer is it necessary to make the industry aware
of its responsibilities. If the market doesn't do that, there is little IJE can do.
I saw a survey of Arizona newspapers recently. It showed minority participation is improving glacially. That makes me wonder what sort of an earthquake
.
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would awaken our industry. The study showed little representation of people of
color among Arizona newspaper executives, very few editors, a disproportionately small number of reporters, and so on. And disproportionate representation
of women, I might add.
Well, we had an earthquake that helped remind us of our legacy. East German communism and Eastern European communism have had their own political earthquakes that told them the time in which people were willing to live in
bondage is over. This is the time when many mind sets are being reshaped. As
that occurs abroad, the question for us Americans will become, "What should
we be doing at home ?" You remember in June how many of us were sitting
watching the anguish at Tiananmen Square, asking, "What can we do ?"
What we can do now is the only thing we ever should have done. That is to
resolve to perfect our own democracy, to make our society truly emulative by
people anywhere because it is a genuine reflection of the best of what democracy
and we can be. By being the best we can be, we fulfill the richness of our own
legacy and we become a living role model for those all over the globe who seek
to follow us. If we look at statistics on minority participation in the newspaper
industry, we should not want to show them to fledgling democracies as an
example of how well we have fulfilled the legacy of Zenger, Jefferson, Lincoln
and King. But the challenge is here, and our society must meet that challenge if
we are to be competitive in the rapidly changing global village. By virtue of the
dramatic changes we are seeing, the Europeans promise to be even more formidable economic and political competition in the new global economy.
We have crippled ourselves for participation in that global arena by the fact
that large sections of our society have been left out of the process of national
growth and development. We saw those left -out people when the freeway fell.We
discovered that their compassion was the same as that of any other American.
They are indeed a part of our community and a part of our nation. But they are
a neglected part of our nation. We in the news media have done our share of the
neglecting, both by failing to include a variety of people from all backgrounds in
our newspapers and by failing to report properly on our whole community.
As I said at the outset, I accept your award with humility, keenly aware of
the work as yet undone. I also accept on behalf of the Institute for Journalism
Education. Your award recognizes, by honoring IJE, what our nation can be and
what I hope- remembering the historic events of this day -all of us will be
inspired still to become.
Thank you and good day.
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