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FOREWORD
On behalf of the University of Arizona, I express appreciation to the members of the Arizona Newspaper Association,
at whose annual meeting the University's John Peter Zenger
Award is traditionally presented. The editors and publishers,
the reporters and staff members of Arizona's newspapers, share
a common cause with us in the field of education. We are all
mutually dedicated to serving the citizen's right to know.
Just as a university offers students an unlimited opportunity to acquire the basic knowledge and understanding on
which they can build their lives, so does the press provide the
information an enlightened citizenry needs.
The partnership between educational institutions and
communication media is historic and dynamic. The growth of
Arizona's system of public education is eloquent evidence of
the fruits of this partnership. The support fostered by the
state's newspapers has helped in the endeavors of our educational institutions to achieve their present standards of excellence and to be ready to meet the challenge of the future.
The establishment of the John Peter Zenger Freedom of
the Press Award by the University of Arizona Department of
Journalism in 1954 is recognition of the basic relationship
between the University and the Press, between teaching and
informing, between freedom of thought and freedom to learn.
The twelfth recipient of the Zenger Award is Eugene C.
[V]

Pulliam, whose career has been featured by dedication to the
freedom of the press and the public's right to know. President
and publisher of the Arizona Republic and Phoenix Gazette,
and publisher of four newspapers in Indiana, he has been in
the forefront of the fight for press freedom for more than half
a century.
In 1909 he and other young men organized Sigma Delta
Chi, the newspaper journalistic fraternity, at DePauw University. This fraternity, now a professional society, has become
a symbol of the continuing fight for freedom of information
and freedom of the press. It has grown into a national organization with more than 200 professional and college chapters
made up of newspapermen of the free world, dedicated to the
objective of focusing talent and energy upon truth.
During his long and distinguished career, Mr. Pulliam
has probably made more speeches on behalf of open records
and free access to information than anyone in the newspaper
profession. His newspapers in Arizona were leaders in successful efforts to place upon the statute books a law providing for
open meetings and open records of public agencies. They were
also largely responsible for establishing a reporter's right to
protect his sources of information.
In addition to his staunch support of press freedom, Mr.
Pulliam has been militant in his fight against corruption in
government, whether it be at City Hall or the nation's capitol.
Files of his newspapers in Indiana and Arizona tell the story
of his numerous bouts with public officials who do not live
up to their public trusts.
He has carried the fight to other countries. A series of
articles he wrote during a visit to Turkey in 1958 resulted in
the jailing of Turkish editors who dared to reprint his pieces,
and ultimately in the overthrow of premier Andan Menderes.
In practicing his belief in the freedom of the press, Mr.
Pulliam opens his newspapers to the expressions of views
divergent from his own. Opposite his editorial page he publishes columns of interpretive reports by talented writers whose

opinions and philosophy frequently clash with his own. He
believes that the people's right to know includes the freedom
to learn about, and choose between, conflicting viewpoints.
Born in Grant County, Kansas, Mr. Pulliam's first contact
with newspapers came at the age of six, when he delivered the
Iola (Kansas) Register on trains and to homes half- buried in
the ground to escape the violence of Kansas cyclones. His newspaper career began as a police reporter on the Kansas City Star.
At the age of 23 he bought the Atcheson (Kansas) Champion
to become the youngest editor and publisher of a daily newspaper in the United States. Two years later he bought the
Franklin (Indiana) Star and edited it for eight years.
In addition to being president of Phoenix Newspapers,
Inc., Mr. Pulliam is president of Central Newspapers, Inc.; of
Indianapolis Newspapers, Inc., which publishes the Indianapolis Star and Indianapolis News; and of Muncie Newspapers,
Inc., which publishes the Star and Press in Muncie, Indiana.
Besides his newspaper career, his radio station interests include
WIRE in Indianapolis and WAOV in Vincennes.
He is a director of the New York Central Railroad and
the American Institute for Foreign Trade, a trustee of DePauw
University, and a member of the Foundation for Economic
Development and the Freedom Foundation. He is on the board
of directors of the Associated Press, an elector to the Hall of
Fame of Great Americans, a member of the Arizona Traffic
Safety Foundation and the Neurological Sciences Foundation,
and a member of the board of governors of the Bureau of
Advertising.
Mr. Pulliam holds honorary degrees from Indiana University, Arizona State University, Baker University, Huntington College, Indiana Technical College, Wabash College and
Norwich University. In 1964 he was co- chairman of the Arizona
committee to raise funds for the Kennedy Memorial Library.
He was a director of the New York World's Fair and of Keep
America Beautiful.
In recent years Mr. Pulliam and his wife, Nina, have made

trips through more than 100 foreign countries. Many of their
dispatches were distributed nationwide through the North
American Newspaper Alliance.
The silver and turquois plaque created for the John Peter
Zenger Award for 1965 was presented to Mr. Pulliam by Dr.
Francis A. Roy, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts, University
of Arizona, at a luncheon of the Arizona Newspapers Association at the Hotel Westward Ho, Phoenix, on January 8, 1966.
In addition, a portfolio of letters was given to Mr. Pulliam,
containing congratulatory messages from his professional colleagues, ranging from editors of some of the country's largest
daily newspapers to the smallest weeklies. It included the following telegram from the President of the United States:
TWO CENTURIES AGO ANDREW HAMILTON SAID
TO THE ZENGER JURY: "IT IS NOT THE CAUSE OF
A POOR PRINTER WHICH YOU ARE TRYING ... IT
IS THE CAUSE OF LIBERTY." TODAY YOU CELEBRATE THAT CAUSE BY HONORING EUGENE
PULLIAM. BY HIS COURAGE AND CONVICTION HE
HAS ENLARGED THE FREEDOM OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. THIS NATION JOINS ME IN APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATION.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON

If it were possible to sum up, in one sentence, the philosophy which guides Mr. Pulliam's policies, I believe it is
contained in the quotation from St. Paul's Epistle to the
Corinthians, which is carried daily below the editorial page
masthead of the Arizona Republic and the Phoenix Gazette.
These words are, "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
Liberty."

Richard A. Harvill
Office of the President

University of Arizona
Tucson, January, 1966

Eugene C. Pulliam
President and Publisher,
Arizona Republic and Phoenix Gazette
I DON'T THINK I NEED TO TELL this audience of newspaper
people that I consider it a special privilege to be here in any
capacity, but I am doubly honored and humbly grateful to be

here to receive the John Peter Zenger Award because of what
that award represents. I especially cherish this award because
it was voted to me by my own colleagues, and because this
award was established to give continuing recognition to the
efforts and determination of American newspapermen to keep
as the basic right of the free press the inviolable right to tell
the truth.
I should like, first of all, to say a word about John Peter
Zenger and also about his very remarkable and courageous
wife, Anna Zenger. It is surprising how many Americans have
never heard of the Zengers. I have received many congratulations on this award, but at least one out of five of the people
who congratulated me has said, "But who was Peter Zenger?"
Well, let me tell you who he was and let me tell you about
his wife. Peter Zenger was a New York printer who in 1735
was faced with the same problems and the same dangers that
American newspapermen face today. Peter Zenger was just
a little printer in New York, but he believed in printing the
truth. He was hounded by British authorities. He was harassed
by the governor. He was finally accused of criminal libel and
jailed. He stayed in jail for many, many months ... all because
he insisted on printing the truth. His lawyers were disbarred
by the judge, who was a puppet of the British governor. He
was left almost defenseless. Finally, Andrew Hamilton, a famous
Philadelphia lawyer, came to New York to aid Zenger. Ham-

ilton presented a brilliant and powerful argument that persuaded the jury to find Zenger not guilty by arguing that
Zenger had printed the truth and that the truth is not libelous.
While being held for trial Zenger could communicate only
with his wife, and she had to speak to him through the prisoner's keyhole. It was Anna Zenger who kept their newspaper
going, week after week after week. She missed only one edition.
She kept the people of New York aroused. Her inspiration, her
dedication, her brilliant mind, her unbelievable understanding
of the importance of this trial made her the real hero of this
dramatic story. The late Kent Cooper, the former great general
manager of the Associated Press, called Anna Zenger "The
Mother of American Liberty."
What did the Zenger trial do for liberty? First, it established the right of a jury to decide what is libelous and what is
truth and not leave it to a judge who might be biased by some
consideration or some pressure. Also it established the principle
that truth is a complete defense against libel and therefore a
newspaper has the right to print the truth.
I wonder how many American newspapermen and women
today would go through the trials and tribulations and heartaches that Peter and Anna Zenger suffered in order to print
the truth.
Zenger's trial is as important today in 1966 as it was in
1735, because the issue of freedom of the press and of the
people to criticize their government is today, as it was then, the
central issue of human liberty.
Then, for the first time the people, through a jury and
the press, successfully asserted their power to preserve free
speech and a free press against the tyrannical power of both
the government and any judge of the court.
Freedom of the press and freedom of speech in the United
States are in greater danger today than they were in the time
of Peter Zenger. For today the power of government over the
lives and fortunes of the people is greater than at any time in
our history, and that power is being used in many different
[2]

ways to subvert and destroy the freedom of the people to examine the acts of their government, to criticize the policies of their

government and to expose the failures of their government.
What do we mean when we talk about freedom of the press?
Well, to me freedom of the press means freedom of the public
to look behind the curtain of secrecy which governments erect
to hide their activities; freedom to read about politicians who
want to carry on corrupt and shady deals out of public view;
freedom to learn of businessmen whose successes have depended
as much on kick -backs and influence -peddling as on their ability
to compete in the economic market place; and freedom to
criticize labor bosses who employ tactics of coercion and

intimidation.
In short, freedom of the press means the freedom of the
public the people to be informed, to know the precise
nature and character of the political and economic forces which
control their destinies.
Thomas Jefferson said, "... were it left to me to decide
whether we should have a government without newspapers,
or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a
moment to prefer the latter."
James Madison said, "Nothing could be more irrational
than to give the people power and to withhold from them information without which power is abused. A people who mean
to be their own governors must arm themselves with power
which knowledge gives them."
If the press does not shine the spotlight of publicity on
malefactors of the public trust, who will? Who but the press
can act as the public's watchdog in the nation's interest? Who
else is on the firing line day after day, fighting for the right of
everyone to have access to the facts? Only the newspapers have
the resources, the time and the manpower.
What I am saying here is that it is the responsibility of
newspapers to do for the public what it hasn't the time or the
facilities to do for itself gather information, select that which
is important and present it to the reader. But there are powerful

-

-

-
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forces aligned against the press, and therefore against the public. They are working to frustrate the free flow of information.
It has been said many times, and newspapermen should never
forget it government is always the tyrant of a people, never
its friend. Government is the natural enemy of the newspaper.
Government understandably wants to conduct the nation's
business your business and mine in secrecy. Government's
relationship with the press has changed and deteriorated drastically in recent years. It is no longer enough for administrations to refuse to cooperate with the press. Now they consider
it their duty to mislead and deceive us. I could cite you instance
after instance where government officials have defended their
policy of actually lying to the public.
Another factor working against the unfettered flow of
information is the death of strong competitive newspapers.
It is undeniable that each time a legitimate newspaper
folds, our nation comes that much closer to surrendering its
prerogatives to centralized government. Each time a newspaper
writes "30" to its existence, one more community watchdog

-

-

-

disappears.

newspapermen that our responsibility
to the public was never more important. It is quite obvious to
me that the bureaucrats in Washington find nothing to worry
about when a newspaper folds. With taxation and other forms
of government intervention, weak newspapers have found it
impossible to survive. Washington bureaucracy apparently
wants to see to it that all cities of America become one-newspaper towns.
Washington bureaucrats care not for law or constitutional
rights. They strive only to make the federal government all powerful and all- inclusive over the lives and businesses of
American citizens. With only one paper in a town, the bureaucrats would have fairly easy sledding in a Congress dominated
by a strong chief executive. Newspapers would be brought
under government regulation just as radio and television are
now regulated.
So I say to you as

[4]

With federal regulation of the press, government officials
would be free to intimidate the press with decrees and orders
which would be enforced with the effect of law. Bureaucratic
regulation and even outright federal takeover of the press is
not beyond the range of possibility. It has happened in other
countries and we blindly deceive ourselves if we think it cannot
happen here. The multitudinous restrictions of individual
freedom under which we live today would, twenty -five years
ago, have been unthinkable.
It is easy enough to find scapegoats for the unprecedented
conditions and problems facing newspapers today, but it seems
to me the blame must be shared by the following:
1. Unions which prevent the introduction of labor- saving and
-

cost-cutting machinery.

The continually increased taxation for every conceivable type
of social security and welfare, above and beyond the needs of
even a "Great Society."
3. The dogged policy of the anti -trust division which today makes
it almost impossible for a newspaper publisher even to speak
to a weak competitor, much less help keep his paper going.
4. The public, which seems often to care more for entertainment
than for knowledge and enlightenment.
5. And finally, the newspapers themselves for their aloofness and
their resistance to change.
Let me give you an example of publisher oversight, aloofness and stupidity for which there is no justification. Some
weeks ago the heads of the various printing trades unions and
the labor relations committee of the American Newspaper
Publishers Association held a joint meeting here in Phoenix.
Nina and I had a dinner party in our home for the union officers
and the publishers' labor committee, together with their wives.
In the course of the evening the president of a union which is
represented in the majority of the newspapers throughout this
country told me this was the first time in his life he had been
invited to a publisher's home!
Here was a man with the same feelings and ambitions as
other men, a man who has reached the top of his chosen profes2.
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sion, yet never before had a publisher thought to invite him to
his home. Was this inexcusable oversight deliberate? I don't
think so. My personal opinion is that too many publishers fall
into the human error of thinking in terms of friends and foes,
rather than in terms of human beings.
Instead of constantly fighting each other, I believe the
printing trades unions and the publishers should get together
on a program of mutual advancement and self- protection.
Thousands of mechanical jobs may be at stake if the federal
government ever brings the newspapers under federal regulation. The unions and the publishers have so much in common
that I cannot help but believe that tolerance and common sense
and a willingness on each side to see the other's viewpoint will
solve almost any problem confronting us. And we need a
united front the printing unions and the publishers in this
fight to head off federal domination of newspapers, for ours is
a common cause versus government.
Also, I think publishers have been very negligent in their
efforts to recruit bright young men and women for the newspaper industry. We should do everything we can to convince
young people that the newspaper profession is a calling just as
fascinating and as useful and as rewarding as the ministry,
medicine or the law.
The final area where the public's right to know is being
curtailed is in that twilight zone where the First and Sixth
Amendments clash head -on where the constitutional guarantee of a free press runs head -long into the equally explicit
constitutional guarantee of a fair trial by an impartial jury.
In spite of everything everybody has said judges, lawyers and
columnists it is very obvious that if the legal profession succeeds in shutting off the flow of pre -trial news on the pretext of

-
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assuring an impartial trial, other professions, armed with
equally convincing-sounding arguments, will agitate to reduce
the newspaper profession to re- writing handouts and routine
releases.

There isn't an honest newspaperman in this country who
[61

wouldn't fight for the right of any man to have a fair trial.
But our job is to protect the public and to make sure the public
is informed about what goes on. And we can't do it if the legal
profession is going continually to harass us with new regulations and new proceedings which give judges almost a mandate
to muzzle the press. It is a fight that affects every newspaper in
every city in America.
I don't for one minute condone trial by newspapers. But
let's get one thing clear, let's get this straight: no civil right,
including the right of a fair trial, is worth a tinker's damn unless
it is protected by the right of free expression. If an accused man
can't say his piece in court, cannot have lawyers and friends
plead his case, what good is his so- called "civil right" to a fair
trial? Without the right of free expression, justice would deteriorate into a tragic comedy. When these two amendments clash
and it seems they clash only when publicity- seeking lawyers
stage the collision the First Amendment must take precedence over the Sixth Amendment, because without the First
Amendment, the Sixth Amendment would become a mockery
of justice.
Thank God, we have in America hundreds of judges in the
high courts and in the lower courts, many of them in this state,
who realize that freedom of expression is the fundamental right
of all liberty.
The world of 1966, like Peter Zenger's world of 1735, is
still engaged in mortal combat with those who would be free
and those who would deny freedom to others; those who
believe people should have access to the facts and those who are
convinced they know what is best for you and for me. So long
as the forces of freedom exist, we who are privileged to be part
of those forces must resist arbitrary power and secrecy wherever
and whenever it appears. We must take our stand on behalf of
the people, all the people. It is the only choice for those who
cherish freedom and justice. Liberty can be destroyed by tyrannical government and tyrannical courts if the people can be
threatened or persuaded to abandon free speech and a free

-
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press. Newspapers defend the right of individuals against the
entrenched power of arrogant abuse by public officials. They
fight to bring the truth to light, to support justice and oppose

injustice; to make certain that every individual is treated
equally before the law; to make certain that every American can
speak his piece without fear or favor.
Today the United States is the last great bastion of liberty
in the world, and a free press in America is the last great bastion
of the people against complete domination by government.
If newspapers will recognize their responsibility, as well
as their opportunity, to print the truth; refuse to be intimidated; refuse to bow to government bureaucracy; then they will
serve the highest cause of civilization, which is individual freedom, the freedom of choice and the right of free expression. As
partners in freedom, the people and the press in America can
save liberty.
Without the right of freedom for the individual, without
the right of free expression for everyone, there can be no lasting
or satisfying progress for us in America. This is the freedom
we must cherish, this is the freedom we must fight for, this is the
freedom if necessary we must go to jail to preserve. We
must cherish it and hold it the dearest thing in life, because
if America maintains its freedom, then sometime, somehow,
America being free will show the rest of the world the road to
freedom. This I believe, my friends, is the divine mission of
America freedom for ourselves and eventually freedom for
all the world.
And because it is our special mission we should remind
ourselves each morning as we start a new day that "Eternal
vigilance is the price of liberty."
In closing I want to salute the University of Arizona for
its vision and wisdom in recognizing the great contribution
Peter Zenger and his wife Anna made to the cause of freedom.
And again a thousand grateful thanks for this award. You have
been a wonderfully gracious audience.
Good luck and God bless all of you.

-
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The publication of the John Peter Zenger Award address
was designed in 1960 by the staff of The University of Arizona

Press. The pressroom of an eighteenth- century colonial
newspaper was depicted by Don Sayner for the cover which is
imprinted with a reproduction of the original hand -cut type
of John Baskerville, Birmingham type- founder and printer of
Zenger's era. Text type was set by Tucson Typographic Service
in the Linotype version of Baskerville. Offset plates were prepared by Walker Lithocraft, and presswork was done by Isbell
Printing Company, both of Tucson. The paper is chestnut
Kilmory, text and cover, laid finish, from Zellerbach Company.

