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Editorial 
Generalities and Specifics in the March of Knowl- 

edge, Scholarship and Science. Generalities can not be for- 
mulated until sufficient specifics have been put forward. The 
deeper we look into any subject the fewer needed specifics seem 
to have been advanced by our predecessors. As we accumulate 
new batches of specifics we find that new generalities can be 
formulated which take the place of ones which were misleading, 
spurious or wholly absent. 

Desert Plants seeks to be a semi -technical journal with a bal- 
ance between generalities and specifics. It seeks to advance its 
field of knowledge in preference to carrying "newsletter" mate- 
rial or repeating information readily found elsewhere. The arti- 
cles are intended to either present new specifics or to take a 
number of older specifics to formulate new generalities that were 
never before stated as such. For example, the article on the 
Pinaleno Mountains in this issue represents the only publication 
on earth dealing with the plant resources of those mountains. 
Here are innumerable specifics published for the first time. The 
subscribers to Desert Plants are financially supporting this in- 
crease in knowledge while annually having access to the year's 
production of articles in their own homes or offices. Although a 
given subscriber might never make use of the specifics in a given 
article, the person should consider that the subscription in ques- 
tion has helped underwrite the dissemination of new knowledge 
which will be subjected to the sifting and winnowing of coming 
generations of scholars, researchers and generalizers. 

A good example resulting from the sifting and winnowing pro- 
cess over a long period of years was the Desert Plants publication 
of The Biotic Communities of the Southwest -United States 
and Mexico. This included so many newly formed generalities 
that it has recently been adopted as a textbook at a number of 
colleges and universities. Together with other issues that have 
presented new generalities, such as that devoted to the Saguaro 
Cactus, Biotic Communities was extremely well received by the 
public as well. But these issues which tip the scale toward "gen- 
eralities" are not devoted to republication of "old" knowledge, 
but rather to "new" previously unsynthesized material, theories, 
compositions and statements that advance the march of knowl- 
edge every bit as much as publication of new specifics. 

After Desert Plants began publication in 1979 we soon learned 
that it was filling a niche which had not previously been oc- 
cupied. There proved to be a yet nascent science dealing with 
environmental aspects of arid land plants which had previously 
had little outlet. An average issue of Desert Plants costs us over 
$10,000 to produce. Biotic Communities cost $60,000. Perhaps it 

is due to such high costs that no previous journal had appeared to 
occupy the niche that Desert Plants found unfilled. 

The character of any journal is set by the quality, depth and 
subject matter of the articles which are contributed to it so that a 
certain spirit or feeling evolves which is a natural outgrowth of 
the community of authors, scholars, researchers and subscribers 
who have espoused it. It has proven literally impossible to direct 
the course of evolution of Desert Plants, as it seems to have 
become a living organism of the pre- existing empty niche which 
it found. Likewise, the quantity of material published and the 
frequency of publication both evolve from the funds available 
from subscriptions and the quantity of material submitted. Al- 
though we have in recent issues published a preponderance of 
specifics, we see some fascinating generalities on the horizon so 
that the balance will always be preserved. But whither the twig 
bendeth, the generalities and specifics published will be fresh 
grist for the mill in the march of knowledge, scholarship and 
science. 

A few years back we found a stack of back issues of Desert 
Plants in a used bookstore. Each was marked $5.00 (considerably 
more than the original price) under which was written "scarce" 
and "hard to find." On our last anonymous visit to that shop we 
didn't see them and the proprietor said "... Oh, those went right 
out. Short run periodicals are instant collectors items. Publishers 
like that probably printed less than 2,000 copies and mailed 
them all out to subscribers. They aren't like Arizona Highways 
which might print 870,000 copies per issue and glut the market." 
We didn't know whether to feel stupid or smug as we left with- 
out showing any facial emotion, knowing that we had printed 
5,000 copies of each common issue and up to 10,000 copies of 
special issues. We mistakenly thought that 5,000 to 10,000 was 
significantly higher than the 2,000 estimate of the shopkeeper 
who we thought was a pseudo- expert and naive. But upon taking 
inventory this year we find that we are indeed running out of a 
number of issues. Subscribers having extra or unwanted issues 
are encouraged to place them into public libraries or, better yet, 
donate them back to us so we will be able to fill orders for back - 
issues, particularly from libraries around the world. 

We have had a number of requests that the back issues be 
indexed so their reference value can be better realized. We are 
planning a trial interim index for Volumes 1 -8 which might 
possibly be available with the first issue of Volume 9. Hopefully 
a more permanent index to Volumes 1 -10 will be presented to 
continuing subscribers as an anniversary bonus. 

-F. S. Crosswhite and C. D. Crosswhite 


