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~O~UMI CONVtN tNS 
UA DROPS ·20 IN RANKING 
by Kirsten Ridgway, 3L there are a number of factors not 

published including the number of 
Forum Conveniens volum es in the library1 financial 

aid, and total expenditure per 
student. It should also be noted 

Students are talking about that between 1995 and 1996, th e 
it, the administration is talking magazine, in calculating colleges' 
about it, even the local bar is ranks in the "placement success 
talking about it. After a steady category", increased the weight of 
upward climb, the U:liversity of the employment at six months 
Arizona College of Law took a figure by 5%. 
dramatic plunge from 30th to 50th In any case, the extent of th e 
place in the annua l U.S. News and U of A's drop in ranking makes 
Wocld Report ranking of American little sense when compared to th e 
law schools. Unfortunately, a movement of other colleges within 
comparison of last year's ranking the top 50. The University of Iowa, 
factors with this year's does not for example, which took the second 
yield much of an answer to the largest fall (fourteen points, from 
question on many of our minds: 19 to 33), not only had a decrease 
why? in employment which was 3% 

In calculating a school 's greater than the U of A, but also 
overall ranking, the magazine first fell two points in its reputation 
ranks it in five categories: s tudent among lawyers and judges, had a 
selectivity (median G.P.A. and median 
LSAT score of incoming class plus LSAT score of 160 (down from 161), 
percentage of applicants accepted) , and an increase in median starting 
placement success (percentage of salary of only $1,000. 
students employed at graduation, While we may never know 
percentage employed within six exactly why the University of 
months, and median starting Arizona College of Law dropped 
salary), facuJty resources (total twenty points, the answer may lie 
expenditures per student, fmancial in the nature of the survey itself 
aid per student, total number of Critics have suggested that th e 
volumes in library, and student-to- methodology used by U.S. News is 
teacher ratio), reputation among in many ways inherently 
academics, and reputation among subjective and unreliable. 
lawyers and judges. The rankings In researching for hi s book 
in each category are then Judging the Law Schools , Thomas 
combined and t he totals for all of E. Brennan, founder and president 
the school are compared against of the Thomas M. Cooley Law 
one another. Student selectivity School, conducted an informal 
and academic reputation are each survey of around 100 lawyers and 
worth 20'k towards the final judges asking them to rank 10 
ranking, placement success is schools on a list be provided.(a 
worth 2W, while faculty resources similar method. is used by U.S. 
and reputation among lawyers and News) The list included some 
judges are worth 15'k each. The schools at the top of the U.S. News 
magazine only publishes the chart like Yale and Harvard, as 
figures for six of the categories and well as some lower ranked schools . 
s.ub-categories. The survey resulted in the ranking 

Between 1995 and 1996, the of Penn State's law school right in 
University of Arizona College of the middle of the list. The 
Law rose two points in its problem? Penn State doesn't haVe 
reputation both among academics a law school. 
and among lawyers and judges, The American Bar 
from 39 to 37 , and from 52 to 50, Association, which in many ways 
respectively. The median LSAT might be the entity best suited to 
score of incoming students rate law schools, does not advocate 
remained steady at 162. The any ranking system. Its position is 
median starting salary for U of A that "Qualities that make one kind 
alumni rose by $2,000. The only of school good for one s tudent may 
listed figure that dropped, was the not be as important to another". 
percentage of students employed The moral of this s tory 
within 6 months of graduation, appears to be that we should t ake 
from 94'k to 87'k. the results of the ranking with a 

It might appear at first blush grain of salt. Granted, that's easier 
that the drop in the number of to say now that the U of A is 
s tudents fmding employment is the teetering on the very edge of t h e 
reason behind the College's drop second tier , but the fact is th e 
in ranking, however, that methodology remains about as 
subcategory accounts for only 12'k mysterious and inconsistent as the 
of the overall score. Furtherm ore, grading of a law school exam. 

"If you think there's an answer, 
you're part of the problem." 

-George Carlin 

The violent death of her cousin has Lisa Thompson contemplating 
the rationale underlying capital punishment. 

See "When Violence Hits Home, • page 4 

Want more on the U.S. News and World Report rankings? Linus 
Holzschlag-Kafka offers a few choice thoughts. 

See "Mediocre like me, • page 5 

Was Abraham Lincoln really the man we thinks he was? 

See "Dishon.est -4be?: page 7 
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·Domestic violence info-seekers 
asked to calll-800-END-ABUSE 
by Michael Hytopoulos, 2l 

Forum Conveniens 

What can you do when you suspect 
someone you know is being abused? 
Perhaps your friend is seemingly never 
allowed to answer t he phone or you 
notice a cJass-mate is frequently bruised 
and appears dep~essed and preoccupied. 
Should you confront the person, or the 
suspected abuser, or should you just st ay 
quiet? And what if you say the wrong 
thing? Might you make things worse? 
Maybe you're over -reacting and there's 
no problem at all? 

When you have something short of 
hard evidence that someone is fall ing 
prey t o domestic abuse, not knowing 
where to turn and whom to speak to can 
lead to much worry and confusion. 
However, thanks to the Family Violence 
Prevention Fund, h elp is now only a 
phone call away. By calling 1-800-END
ABUSE friends, class·mates, r elatives, co-

. workers and al l other interested parties 
will receive a free copy of "Take Action ," 
a guide to simple, safe and effective 
actions that can help battered women 
and thei r ch ildren. 

Teaching young people that violence 
against. women in never acceptable; 
Enlisting your healt h care provider 
in the effort to stop abu se; 
Supporting battered women in the 
workplace; 
Assisting battered women's programs 
and shelters; and 
Reaching coalitions against domestic 
violence in every state . 
In addition , callers will be sent 

victim information cards. These pocket· 
sized cards offer several ways in which 
battered women can protect them selves 
and their children. Offering the message 
"If you are being abused.. You are not 
alone," their pocket-size makes t hese 
information cards are ideal for 
distributing discreetly in Women's 
restrooms where no man is likely. to 
venture . 

Bumper stickers that read "There's 
No Excuse for Domestic Violence," are 
the final materials bundled with "Take 
Action" and the victim in"ormation cards . 
The st ickers are approprilitely printed in 
black-and-blue. In addition, all of t h e 
materials listed are available in both 
English and Spanish. 

-=====~:::=======================~ The ten-page easy-to-read booklet r includes t ips on : 

' 

Newspaper positions ;:ea~:~~ ~~~.~~;women you suspect 

If you would like more information 
about the hotline or its spon sors, contact 
Marissa Ghez of the Family Violence 
Prevention Fund at (415) 252-8900. 

Approaching men you know (or 
staff write rs business manager suspect) are abusers; 

ilj!.: ~'ll ::~~=~::t:d i ror :~o=:·~~:er ::~;~~:;~s~~~:r~ec~eu4~ 0u~co~:f:~~~~J~!~j!J:rk':~;~w 
requires state workers to speak only court. The full appeals cour t , by a 6-5 

,., constitutionality of an Arizona law that three-judge panel of the U.S. appeals 

I!·p' English on the j ob. Arizona voter s in vote, struck down the law last year for 1 1988 narrowly approved an initiative being too broad and a "prohibited means 
which amended the state constitution of promoting the English language." A 

J and barred the use of any language group called Arizonans for Official . J other than Engli sh by al l state English is now seeking review by the ":=============================~ employees whi le per forming their official Supreme Court. r duties. The high court will hear oral judge the value of his consultation 
prior to r emitting payrrient. If you 
aren't helped by the advice, yo u 
don't pay (except for the standard 
on-line service charges from yo ur 
particular provider , of cour~e) . 
Thus the name .. Shareware" 
psychology. Furthermore, if it's a 
bri ef answer or req uest concerning 
how to help a friend , I don't at t ach 
a bill ,'' Holmes explained. 

Cyber-Psych? 
by Michael Aris Hytopoulos, 2l 

Forum Conveniens 

He calls it .. Shareware" 
psychol ogical consu lt ation Dr 
Leonard Holmes, <l clini cal 
psychologist, has gone on-lin e to 
provide psychological con s ultation 
to inte rne t use r s. "These 
consultations a r e not the rapy ," 
said Dr ll olm es The co mplexities 
of psychoth erapy requi r e a more 
intimate exchange hc tw ee n d octor 
and pati ent than ca n be achieved 
in cyberspace Instead, Dr Holm es 
me ts the needs of those peoplP 
who fi nd it co mforting to consu lt 
a n expe rt about a n isolated 
problem or issue in the ir life. "I 
usually write several paragraphs 
fti med at helping the m find ways t o 
solve their problems 

Initi a ll y. you might be a bit 
s keptical But th ~ r·e's no harm in 
trying. Dr Holmes allows you to 

It appears t hat Dr. Holmes 
cyher-patients a re being he lped. A 
majority of t hose r eq ues ting 
con sultations are pa);ng for them . 
Consultations cost $1 50 per 
minute for the time the doctor 
spe nds rese arching and res ponding 
to the patient's problem At your 
rc'luest . Holmes will even limit his 
time spent on the response O nce 
the consulta tion has concluded, 
t he cli e nt is prese nted with th e 
opti onal bi ll 

With fin als and bar exams 
jus t over the horizon , you may 
very we ll find yo urself with a few 
issues of your own If so, you ca n 
reach the doctor at his web address 
at h ttp://users.aol. com/ho lmes/ 
s harcw r .htm or at h ttp: 
1/psych o logy.com/h o lmes. h t m . 

The Arizona law was challenged by arguments in t he case in its term that 
Maria- Kelley Yniguez, an employee of begins in October, with a decision likely 
the department of administration who in 1997. Besides the constitutional 
handled medical malpractice claims issues, t he Supreme Court also will 
against t he state. Fluent in English and consider whether t he English-only 
Spanish, she spoke Spanish to some group, rather than the state, can 
claimants. She stopped speaking Spanish proceed with t he appeal and if there is 
a t work aft.e r the law had been approved an actual case or controversy involving 
and filed a lawsuit claiming the measure Yniguez because no action has been 
vio lated her Constitut ional and federal taken agains t her. 
civil rights. 

By becoming an 
associate 
member of the 
Arizona State Bar 
today, you get .. . 

preferred status 
for all YLD 

programs at the 
lawschool · 

discounted 
subscription rate 

to the Arizona 
Attorney of just 

$10 

networking 
opportunities 
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The Switch Is ON! 
You Do Have a 

Choice. 
Even if you•ve already 
enrolled in another 
bar review course. ~ 

rr;-;;..-~ 

We will fully credit your deposit from the other course 
(up to $100. See our rep if you paid them even more than that.) 

Complete preparation including State, MBE, MPRE, 
WestWARE, WestWEEK, BarPASSERS Workshops, 

Top lecturers, Quality Materials, 250 Years of Combined Experience, 
Attorney Reps, & Exceptional Customer Service. 

/ West · Get a Better Course at a Better Price. 
Bar Review ....... ..... 1-800-6-WestBar 

Now preparing for the Patent Bar! 
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When Violence 
Hits Home 
By Lisa T h o m pson, J.D. 

Forum Conven iens 

I n October, my cousin Danny was 
stabbed to death in broad daylight 
outside Paradise Val ley Mall. He had 
gone t o buy a shirt. His twin brother 
Paul was critical ly wounded whil e 
trying to save him. Their best friend 
Patrick was stabbed and nearly bled to 
death in a fl ower bed. One of th e 
multiple stab wounds .nicked Danny's 
heart and he died in his brother's 
arms. 

The next day the headline read, 
"School Reeling Aller Second Death in 
3 Months." How many times h ave we 
read some variation on this'? When 
have we give n it more than a second 
thought'7 Do we ever contemplate th e 
grieving mother who can say noth ing 
more than. "I want m y son," th r ou gh 
gut-wrenching sobs? I r a rely do. I 
might think t hat I need to be more 
care ful when I go to the m a ll , but not 
because somethlng like this would ever 
happen to me or my family 

Our society is very uncomfortable 
with death. We have either read so 
many head lin es heralding the death of 
our youth that we are immune to thei r 
ra mifications or we can not even begin 
to contempl ate the impact of death 
beca use it brings us face to face with 
our own mortality We can not im agine 
that thi s boy named Danny, nickna med 
the Turtle by his frie nds, that just 
turned 18 a nd played baskotball has 
ceased to exis t on this earth. It is 
inconceivable that Danny will not 
graduate high schoo l or co ll ege 
because three boys, armed with 
se rra ted hunting knives we re wa iti ng 
for him outside the food co urt 

Conceptually, it would have bee n 
ea s ier for me to unde rs ta nd if Danny 
had bee n shot At least, th e n I co uld 
ration<'tlize t.h cH the att.ackc rs d id n o t. 
t rul y unde rsta nd what the gun would 
d o. th at they tho ught it was a t oy 
Ins tead, Danny was stabbed multi pi ~ 
tim es in the back, t hrough hi s ribs , 
th rough nit of hi s vital organs Hi s 
murderer got up cl ose a nd pe rsona l 
He had l.o hear th tenibl (' ripping of 
fl es h and bone , he had to see the 
blood , he had t o hea r the screams, h e 
had to see Da nny co ll apse, yet h e 
co nt inu ed to swin g even as Pa ul tri ed 
LO pull him away 

This last week my family sat 
t hrough hearings to remove the case 
from juvenile to superior court. 'Th e 
accused's family was there in force, 
grieving as my family was for t he loss 
of a son The mother's were not that 
different , each teary-eyed, but sitting 
ramrod straight. determined to get 
through this scene whi ch is to be t h e 
Hrst of many. My mother described it 
best when she said, "bul for the grace 
of God we are not sitting behind th e 
defendant's table." I am not sure 
there is a difference in the agony felt 
by those on either side of the 
courtroom. My family has bee n 
consumed with the "whys and bows". 
Much the same as the defendant's 
family, I'm sure has. Why us? How 
could something this horrible happen? 
How can it be undone? 

My family wants justice. There 
a re a few who want to arm themselves. 
'The re are others who want th e 
defendant de ad. 'There are others who 
could wring lhe defendant's neck 
themselves. But as angry as I am, I 
cannot wish death on the accused . 
This is not a popular stance. Some do 
not understand my position and find 
me cold and calculated in my a nalysis. 
They think that I do not care, but I 
believe in the system and they find it 
easier to be angry with it. 'They have 
heard me refer to my moot cour t a nd 
clerking cases by the silly names I 
make up for them. How many times 
have I referred to a victim or a 
defendant as an entity and not as a 
human being with a name and a 
history? As an attorney, they find me 
a represe ntative of a system they 
dislike and distrust. 

I have tried to explain that the 
defense a ttorney is only doi ng what 
any good at torney would as a zealous 
advocate for hi s client. He is offering 
a defense and making the prosecution 
prove the elements beyond a 
reasonable doubt. Even though, non e 
in my family beli eve that this could 
have bee n an act of self-defense it is 
not for us to decide. We are not the 
jury. My family is scared that the jury 
will only hear t hat my cousin was six 
feet fi ve inches tall. not that he was 
very thin and wouldn't hurt a fly. 
They are afraid that the jury will only 
heft r that. word s we re e xchanged 
betwe n the two groups of boys long 
be fore my cousins were attacked. and 
not that. my cousins we re unarmed and 
all t.he w~u nd s were in their backs. 
T hey are worri ed that the jury will no t 
sec Dflnny HS a pe rson t hftt all the y 
will sec is the young dcfe nd cmt a nd 
make rati ona lizations to keep from 
sending him a way 

My family does not unde rs tand 
why capital puni shment is nol a n 
option Thf'y beli eve in the mt_t.-.::im an 
eye f01· a n eye The t·at. iona (c escapes 

1996·97 PHI DELTA PHI ELECTIONS 

Attention ALL members: 
elections to be held 

Wednesday, Aplil lOth 
at 12:15; Rm. 146 

You must be present to vote; 
there will be no absentee ballots. 

me. We seem to be saying, "you killed , 
therefore we are going to kill you." If 
so, what separates us from the 
murderers except a perceived higher 
moral ground? Some say that those 
who are murdered are innocent and 
those convicted are not. This is a 
false distinction. Apparently, "Thou 
shalt not Kill" is only interpreted for 
our convenience . 

Revenge as a rubric fo r 
punishment is easier than the wisdom 
and control of Solomon. It seems t h at 
what distinguishes us from criminals 
the way in which we approach the 
killing of a nother human being. A 
murderer senselessly kills an innocent 
without regard for the life he or she is 
e liminating. However, if we kill a 
convicted murderer as punishment for 
his or her · crime we supposedly m ete 
out justice, not just take a life. I see 
no difference except a perceived 
higher moral ground. The only thing 
that can legi timately separate the two 

is a respect for the sanctity of life and 
an understanding of what the act of 
kill ing means. My cousin is gone 
t hrough a senseless act of viole nce. 
Nothing will bring him back. Not 
prayers, not deals with God, and 
certainly not the death of his 
murderer . 

I am not sure that there is an 
adequate punishment and if so, what 
it is. I do know that we must have 
respect for all of the lives touched by 
violence. We must understand that a 
victim's family is angry and does not 
understand why justice is not swift. 
and commensurate ·with the crime. 
They do not understand why the 
defendant gets to walk free on bail 
until trial. They do not understand 
why there is no closure and there may 
be a technicality that allows a 
defendant to walk even when h e 
confessed. And mostly they do not 
understand why this happened to 
them. 

Robbers steal Cookies From Girl Scout 
TAMPA, Fla. (Reuter) - Two men, one armed with a handgun, held up a 

Girl Scout outside a supermarket, making off with about $100 and a box of 
cookies, police said Saturday. 

The 8-year-old girl and her mother were unharmed in the Friday robbery. 
A bystander who witnessed the incident, accompanied by his 2-year-old son, 
gave chase in his pickup truck until he was threatened with the pistol and 
backed off. 

.. As far as I am concerned, this is not funny. It's tragic," said sheriff's 
deputy Robert Millican. "Somebody who would steal a Girl Scout's cookies 
and money, well , if I could catch him I'd pinch his head off. • 

Deputies have a description of the thieves but they were stil l at large 
Saturday, Millican said. 

The police report valued the stolen cookies at $5, he said. 

We've Got You Covered I 
Florida Illinois 

· · · AND MORE .· 

(Second State only Half Price!) 

BarPassers I West Bar Review 
1-800-723-PASS 

No 11· preparing for the Parenr Bar.' 
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Suhool seeks itrfirmation after U.S. News ranking- "Were good enough, smart enough, and gosh darn' it, people like us!" 
by Linus Holzschlag-Kafka , 3L 

Foru..m Conveniens 

I have never been one afraid to 
explore the depths of my potential for 
failure. Or to publish them. For 
example: My fust semester of college 
found me holding a 1.9 GPA. This 
number indicated that I could 
expertly survey li te r ature and 
competently compose compositions bu t 
could not quite introduce myself to 
either computer science or the Italian 
language. This last subject is one of 
which I am quite proud. Due to some 
unexplainable neurological event, I 
answered the questions on my Italian 
final correctly, but in German. A 
damn good reason to buy the farm, I 
t h ink. 

You see, t hat first semester I had 
taken courses in subjects in which I 
had no particular interest. I believed 
t hat college was a place for self
definition and intellectua1 adven ture , 
a place to explore new avenues. Th e 
only things I had ever been good at 
were history and architecture, but I 
would not be so narrow minded as to 
assert that I already knew what 
interested me. There were whole 
worlds I knew nothing about and I 
inte nded to see what those worlds 
contained. I did not believe that 
grades, or numbers, meant a nything 
in college. 1 believed that it was more 

impor tant to discover myself than to judges, which is terrific. It seems 
excel. In shor t, I was an idio t . that we too have answered all t h e 

Well , idiot is strong, maybe I was questions correctly, but in the wrong 
naive. Nonetheless, I gained in sight la nguage. 
into something that more people But t his effusive condolence card 
would do well to gain insight in to . is like one coming for my third cousin 
My shortcomings. I do not mean to be Julius. I never thought much about 
falsely humble; al l too often I play t h e the guy anyway. Did any of us p u t 
egoist. But I know that I can fai l great stock in the U.S. News ranking? 
And I know t hat wh en I do, it is not I didn't . l didn 't even believe our sky 
time to fall on my sword, or to blindly, high employment statistics, which 
b li thely deny failure and excuse were based on unreliable data.. (How 
myself. I try to assess the fa il ur e, hard would it have been to contact 

"sulk fo r a whil e ,----- - -......:---- ----, 150 recent grads by 
and t hen move on The purveyors of phone? No harder 
with appropriate t han soliciting 
action. our legal education alumni donations, 

Which is why e h?) Maybe I ha ve 
t he bombshell of have gotten the lost my naive te . 
the law school's The apparen t 
decline to fiftieth same snow job shock to our 
place in the U.S. administration by 
News ratings from U.S . News this news shows yet 
doesn't effect me one more level of 
as much as it that we have gotten "disconnectivity" 
seems to affect from the students. 
the Dean. (And I from them. It seems our head 
can assure him has atrophied but 
that my job future is placed in more the student body keeps moving along. 
jeopardy by this news than his.) The students have long endured a 
Dean Seligman's condolence card by diet of propaganda regarding th e 
way of explanation can be fo und value of numbers. We have been 
tacked inside the disp lay case · arbitrarily graded, ranked, ordered, 
bulletin board in the lobby. In it, we arranged, sorted, sifted, and screened 
are to ld why we have fallen from long enough so as to be immune from 
grace. It is not our fau lt . I t is jobs. placing artificial importance on these 
It is money. It has nothing to do numbers. We don't even try to 
with our r eputation among schola rs or e ::-..'"Plain our class ranks away anymore 

Rwandan prisoners dying in 
prison while awaiting trial 
by Kirsten Ridgway, 3L 

Fontm Conueniens 

The war is over, 
and thousands of 
Rwandan citizens have 
been imprisoned for 
their participation in 
the brutal genocide As 
the nation tries to 
rebuild, Rwanda's new 
government struggles to 
suppress its desire for 
revenge and ens ure fair 
trials fo r a ll of the 
prisoners However , the 
country is yet again 
facing criticism for its 
fai lure to protect hum an 
rights , thi s time for its 
treatment of the 
prisoners awaiting trial 

Rwandan courts 
have remained closed 
since the war, and they 
will not open for several 
more months As 
result, prisoner s 

continue to stream into 
the prisons, but none 
are leaving. 

Kigali Central 
Prison, built for 2,000 
prisoners, now holds 
more th an 11 ,000 with 
50 or so more arriving 
each week. There are no 
paid guards, no nurses, 
and no staff. According 
to NPR's Michael 
Skoler, who recently 
visited the prison, there 
is simply no room to 
move anywhere. 
Prisoner s sleep in shifts 
beca use there is no way 
everyone can Ue down , 
most remain standing all 
night. Until recent Red 
Cross efforts to instal l 
toil ets and showers and 
bring in water, food , 
and medicine, peopl e 
were dying from prison 
cond itions Even now , 
people a re losing to s 
and feel afte r standing 

for days with no 
exercise. 

When the courts 
finally r eopen, there is 
some ques l..ion as to 
whether or not the 
prisoners will receive 
fair trials. The n e w 
judges, prosecutors, a nd 
public defe nders arc not 
lawyers and have 
received only a few 
months of t raining. 
With thousands of 
individuals accused. 
therE: is no way thai the 
few prosecutors can do 
thorough investigation 
of each case. Rwanda 's 
Deputy Ministe r of 
Justice adJnits that leg al 
procedures a re not 
being fol lowed , but s <'lys 
that the war criminals 
brought it upon 
themselves by 
destroyi ng the justice 
system 

-but we know t hat we have to go out 
t here and get a job with the 
equivalent of a meat inspection stamp 
on our foreheads. 

Which is why I take perverse 
pleasure in this distasteful news. It 
satisfies all my devilish and 
mischievous des ires for ironic endi ngs 
The purveyors of our legal educat ion 
have gotte n the same snow job from 
U.S. News that we have gotten from 
them. I do not mean to criticize any 
administrator · lord knows they mean 
well and work hard · but rather the 
philosophy of the institution. (Like a 
good coward, or academic, I attack the 
intangible rather than the personal J 
And I will continue to cr iticize the 
philosophy of the institution . 

No doubt the administrators will 
convene meetings to address th e 
situation. They will make noble 
efforts to advance our stancling. They 
will write memos and have b ull 
sessions and research what other 
schools have done to become great in 
the eyes of U.S. News. They will try 
to raise funds . They will do 
everything and anything possible t o 
remedy this misfortune. Anything 
and everything, that is, short of 
actually involving the student body 
What, aft..er a ll , do studen ts know 
about making a law school gr eat? 
What, after all , do students know 
about the r anking bus iness? 
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Legal briefs 
by Michael Hytopoulos , 2L 

Forum Conveniens 

Ric hmo nd, Virginia 
He threatened the life of President Reagan. 

While serving time. he threatened to kill the 
judge in his case And he built five bombs with 
which he threatened to use to blow up a 
courthouse, an airplane, and the headquarte rs of 
the NAACP But these facts were not enough to 
keep a panel of three Fourth Circuit judges from 
reversing the conviction of Rodney Hamrick who 
had buih and mailed a bomb to a U.S. attorney 
who had prosecuted him . Because the bomb 
failed to detonate and merely fi zzled out in its 
packaging, the panel concluded that the bomb 
could not be adjudged a deadly weapon. Finally, 
sit ting e n bane the Fourth Circuit uphe ld 
Hamrick's conviction 8-to -6. Evidently, more 
than a few of t he judges were una ware that t h e 
Supreme Court had alrea dy determined th at 
even an unloaded gun could be considered 
dangerous. 
Washington, D.C. 

In a 5-to-4 decision handed down this 
month, the Supreme Court ruled that a 1977 
Pontiac jointly owned by a married couple was 
lawfully confiscated under Michigan's public 
nuisance s ta tutes The man was arres ted after 
being caught having sex in the car with a 
prostitute. The unknowing wife was in no way 
involved in the incident. In dissent, Associate 
Justice Steve ns said that prior to this case, no 
st ate had .. decided to experiment with the 
punishment of third parties." 
New York City, New York 

Laurin Duckman, a New York City Criminal 
Court Judge , is being lambasted after denying 
ccurt protection to a 33-year·old woman fearful of 
her former boyfriend. Already a convicted rapist, 
t he ex-boyfriend had att ackerl the woman three 

times prior Evidently, Judge Duckman was 
unimpressed by these facts . He lowered bail , 
pointed out to t.he woman that a lthough she was 
brui sed, she was not "disfigured", and proceeded 
to opine that the ha rassment would cease if she 
returned the boyfriend's dog to him. The former 
boyfriend shot t.he woman to death just three 
weeks la ter. 

Judge Duckman's critics cite a similar 
domestic abuse case in which a batterer was 
allowed to go free after a jury had found rum 
gui lty just hours before. The victim in the case 
didn't. fare well. The same attacker was charged 
last month for assaulting he r . 

Denver, Co l orado 
The lOth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 

that a male prisoner desiring to become a female 
is not enti tled, under the 14th Amendment, to 
stale-fin anced hormone injection s. However, the 
court did find that denying the inj ections may 
violate the prisoner's 6th Amendment protection 
from cruel and unusual punishme nt. 
Washington, D. C. 

The Supreme Court is currently reviewing 
an Alabama case concerning a doctor filed suit 
agains t BMW for h aving repainted various parts 
of his car prior to purchase. The otherwise 
unremarkable trial raised more than a few 
eyebrows after the jury returned its verdict 
awarding the doctor $4,000 in compensatory 
dam ages and... $4 million in punitive damages. 

Proponents of legislation t o limit product 
liability claims are citing this case as a but on e 
example of the frequently arbitrary and 
capricious decision-making of juries de termining 
awards of punitives. Perhaps they are right. 
Anoth er Alabama man brought suit in the same 
county for nearly the very same claim just two 
months prior and the jury denied him punitive 
damages all together. 

(sources: (J) U.S. News & World Report, March 18, 1996; 
(2) The Washi11gton Post, Ma rch 19, 1996) 

Dead Man Walking 
Usa: Dead Man Walking is an extremely well·done movie 
that d isturbed me and made me agonize for days. 1 highly 
recommend it for those who want to think, but not for those who 
wont sheer entertainment that requires the negative use of brain 
cells. The movie is based on the experiences of Sister Helen 
Prejean when she acted as the spiritual advisor for a death row 
inmate in louisiana. While it is clear that the movie producers 
wish that there was no such thing as the death penalty. this is not 
the thrust of the movie. The viewer Is not hit over the head with 
the gruesome de tails o f capital punishment. such as the Inmate Is 
fo rced to go to his death wearing a diaper and has parts of his 
body shaved for maximum efficiency. These details ore there If 
one is looking. but so are many other th ings that we o ften pass 
over when dealing with the death penalty. In fact, a proponent 
of capital punishment can leave the film with his or her views 
!ntoct and still feel justified . 

Perhaps I wouldn't have such a problem with the death 
penalty it I believed that any one of us had the wisdom of 
Solomon. but I highly doubt that anyone would offer to split a 
baby to find the true mother. If we could be assured that 
everyone killed o n death row was guilty and not their based on 
race,genderorlack of funds it m ight not leave suc h a sour taste In 
my mo uth. I went to law school which shattered any Illusions of 
justice. I say a little prayer at midnight on the day of any 
execut ion, in hopes the Govemor would grant a reprieve. People 
w ill ca ll me a bleeding heart liberal which is really for from the 
truth. I just do not think that anyone on this earth has the right to 
play God. 

Murdtor In the First 
Kirsten: Based In part on true story, this film will have even the 
most p ro·state. pro·capitol punishment low student dying to 
represent the main character. a death row defendant. Kevin 
Bacon does a shockingty brilliant job of portraying Henry Young, an 
inmate at Alcatroz convicted of stealing $5.00for his starving sister. 
After a tailed escape attempt, Young Is sent to the dungeons of 
the prison where he Is held in total darkness for three years by a 
sadistic associate worden played by Gary Oldman. Within hours of 
being returned to main prison population, Young. who has been 
reduced to a sub·humon state. fatally stabs the inmate who hod 
informed the warden about his role In the attempted escape. 
Christian Slater plays the very green public defender who Is 
assigned to represent Young in his capitol murder case. What 
ensues is a powerful courtroom drama and the downfall of one of r-----------------------------------------..,., the wo rld's most infamous prisons. 

Spring Career Fling April8-13 
Bar Exam Tips, Brown Bag Seminar 

Monday, AprilS, 1996 
12:15 till1:00 

Especially for third year students preparing for the bar. But Everyone Is Welcome! 
Current and former members of the Committee for the Arizona Bar. Actual writers and graders of .,. 

past bar exams will share practical insights into how to succeed on the bar exam. 

Solo Practice Seminar 
Friday, April19, 1996 

1:00-5:00 PM 
Presented by the Arizona Bar Association section on Solo Practice! Details from eoup to nuta the 

art of solo practice, including: office t echnology, bookkeeping, client communication, 
confidentiality, etc. 

Debt Management Program 
Saturday, April 13, 1996 

9:00AM till Noon 
Open to aU! Speakers in investment, banking and loans will discuss the skills needed for managing 
our often substantial educational debts. Topics will include consumer credit counseling, handling 

investments to maximize the earnings you receive, debt restructuring, lega1 effects of default , 
personal bankruptcy, accounting advice regarding deductions and expenses, and the public 

relations effects of default rates withln the legal profession. 

Fair Game 
~ The big quest ion on our minds was: Con she oct? The 
answer is an absolute, definitive no. Delivering -every line in the 
same uninspired monotone. Cindy Crawford ploys a Florida civil 
attorney hunted by. get this, the KGB. William Baldwin does a 
mediocre job of portraying the cop aSSigned to her case. Cindy 
and Bill ore on the run with the KGB hot on their tails using 
tracking equipment and weapons that should leave even James 
Bond fans la ughing. Cindy goes braless through a series of itty bitty 
tops which are d renched in wate r no less than three times. In tac t . 
the f ilm could be renamed Cindy Goes Braless. considering the 
thirteen-odd gratuitous breast shots we counted. Our heroes 
brilliantly use their credit cards for most of the film . wondering a ll 
the while how the badguysareable to find them so quickly. (Isn 't 
that basic police stuff?) The bottom line ls, this rum was so bod. 
that we c annot even recommend It as junk food for your brain. 

The Client 
~ First , I loathe John Grisham. I hold read ing one of his 
books. especially The Client. akin to a root canol. However. The 
Client as a movie ls excellent. This due In large part to the actors: 
Susan Sarandon. To mmy lee Jones, and Brad Renfro . One of my 
major complaints w ith the book was that I did not believe that on 
11 year old kid could fight off the mob and the DA 's office, but 
Renfro makes It believable. Also. the movie does not really let the 
viewer know his exact age so he could be a little older which 
helps the credibility issue. The premise of the movie ~ this: smart
mouthed kid sees d eath of mob lawyer who has informat ion the 
mob wants. The DA a lso wants the Information. The whole movie 
Is how the various parties vie to catch the kid and get the 
Information . The kid hires an attorney, Sarandon. and many 
enJoyable scenes ensue when she takes o n Jones. Overa ll, I highly 
recommend If. It w ilt not win an award and it won 't teach you 
any low, but you won 't feel like you wasted$3renting it either. 
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DISHONEST ABE? 
by Kirsten Ridgway, Jl 

Forum Conueniens 

~raham Lincoln the lawyer probably wouldn 't have fared well under 
today's professionalism standards or rules of conduct. ln fact, some might 
argue that Honest Abe was an excellent example of why the legal profession 
needs such rules. 

11A lawye r s hall not knowingly make a false statem e nt of material fact 
or law to a tribunal" -ABA Model Rule 3.3 (a) (1). 

According to Professor Monroe Freedman, in an article entitled 
Abraham Lincoln; Lawyer for the Twenty-First Century ?, Lincoln was a 
perfect gentleman in court, that is until an important ruling went against 
him . His partner , William Herndon, recalled a murder case where Lincoln 
spoke "fiercely [and] contemptuouslY' in response to the court's decision , 
telling the judge that be "bad never heard of such law" and ch allenging t h e 
ruling as "absurd and without precedent in the broad world". (the judge h ad 
properly excluded very questionable hearsay statements) Lincoln's ugly 
behavior paid off: the judge admitted the evidence and the guilty defendant 
was acquitted. 

"A lawyer shaH make reasonable efforts to expedite litigation 
consistent with the interests of the c lient"- ABA Model.Rule 3.2 

Professor Freedman not es that Lincoln frequently used t echnical ities 
and delays to advance his clients interests. In a serious criminal case, h e 
would usually move for a change of venue for the sole purpose of delaying 
the case. 

''A lawye r s hould hold property of others with the care required of a 
professional fiduciary"- ABA Model Rule 1.15, Comment [I] 

Lincoln was known for his carelessness with important documents. He 
would keep papers in disorganized piles or in his stovepipe h at which, 
according to Professor Freedman, 11 he used as 'his desk and his memorandum 
book'". As a result, be frequently bad to admit that be bad lost important 
letters and documents. 

Not all of Lincoln's ethically questionable beh avior would h ave been 
prohibited by the :.lode! Rules, and yet it is that behavior that many of u s 
would find most offensive . Of particular interest is hi s lack of concern as to 
who he represented, be it slave or slaveholder . 

Lincoln wrote extensively on the evils of slavery, and in 1841, b e 
successfully argued fo r the freedom of a young black woman. Yet be 
represented a southern slave owner six years later in his attempt to recover 
slaves who had run away while working on hi s northern farm. Fortunately, 
Lincoln lost t hat particular case. 

As Lincoln biographer Professor David Her ber t Donald writes, "Despite 
my admiration for Li ncoln the lawyer in othe r respects, I am disappoi nted 
that ~e ~as will ing to represent a cause tha t was evi l an d that he knew to 
be evtl ... 

The apparent. r eason for this hypocrisy is that. Lincoln was able to 
divorce hi s own personal morality from what he knew the law to be Not only 
do the Model Rules not prohibit such a choice, they in fact seem t o 
encourage it thr ough the requi rement of "zealous representat ion" Yet is n't 
that one of t he characteri stics of the legal profession most criticized by the 
public? And more importantly, isn't blind adherence t o "the law" what. makes 
fascism possible? Isn 't it why slavery was permitted for so many ge ne ra tions 
in even the most democratic of nations? 
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PHOTO COINITICIT WIINIINilERI 
The Barristers Ball 

photo contest was a 
smashing success. Not 1 Of 
the roughly 175 persons in 
altendance, only one 
individual bothered to 
submi t a photograph lo the 
newspaper. Perhaps giving 
new meaning to I he term 
defaulljudgmenl , Forum 
Conveniens is neve rtheless 
proud to recognize January 
Contreras (and friends) as 
lhe con test win ner. We 
thank you for hav in g I he 
initiati ve lo participate and 
can only hope thai others 
wi ll be moti vated by your 
example. 

From lett to righ t. first years Lupe Martinez and Mo y Chen jom second 
years Lourdes Salomon Lopez. Janua ry Contreras. a nd Julie So lo in smiling 
for the camera before deporting for the Barristers Ball held February 24th. 
As this photo indicates. the evening o f elegance. mirth. and merriment 
was a welcome diversion from the daily grind. 
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guinea pig (gin-e ) n 1: a small stout-bodied 
short-eared nearly tailless domesticated rodent 
lCavia covaya ) often kept as a pet and widely 
used in biological research 2 : a subject of 
scientific research, experimentation, or testing. 

Don't be a guinea pig . Don't be someone else's experiment. When it 
comes to taking the Bar Exam, choose the Bar Review course with the most 
experience--two decades more than any other full-service course. Arizona 
BAR/BRI has the most successful combination of substantive review and test
taking workshops, along with the wisdom of neary 25 years of Bar Exam 
preparation. 

Don't be the subject of a test. 
Choose Arizona BAR/BRI 

and master the subjects on the test. 

BAR REVIEW 

l-800-729-0190 
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