
Arizona Advocate, Vol. 24, No. 2 (Spring 1991)

Item Type text; Periodical

Authors Student Bar Association, College of Law, University of Arizona

Publisher College of Law, University of Arizona (Tucson, AZ)

Rights For non-commercial educational or personal use only. All other
rights reserved.

Download date 24/05/2023 20:15:53

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10150/611318

http://hdl.handle.net/10150/611318


ARIZON~ 
ADVOCATE 
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New Cable Network Unveils Plans for Two New Programs 
Courtroom Television Network, the soon-to-be

launched nationwide cable television network also 
know as "COURT TV; has armounced that it will offer 
two prograrnrrnng blocks that will involve state, local, 
and national bar associations, and other legal education 
groups across the·country in the most ambitious legal 
education effort ever undertaken in the United States. 

The first, "Citizens Law," will be directed at a lay 
audience. The second, "In Practice,· will be a weekend 
continuing legal education program which will serve 
both the public and the legal profession. The Network 
will depart from its weekday format of the telecast and 
interpretation of trials to air these shows on weekends 
during the day, whenitbeginsbroadcastingnationwide 
on cable TV this coming July. Plans for the program 
blocks were unveiled by Fred Graham, the Network's 
Managing Editor, in remarks to the National Conference 
of Bar Presidents at the American Bar Association Mid
Year Meeting here. 

"'In Practice' will be lawyer-to-lawyer talk, but 
we think eavesdropping non-lawyers will find it fasci-

nating, • said Graham. "I predict that 'In Practice' will 
become one of the surprise successes of cable TV -a 
program for lawyers devoured by the general public, 
much as the weekend TV programs for doctors have 
been watched by so many non-physicians with such 
interest. And 'QtizensLaw,' supplementing the network's 
daily trial coverage, will help the general public gain 
a greater understanding of the nation's legal system." 

These weekend hours of COURT TV's program
ming will present the best of the legal profession's video 
material providing continuing legal education to the 
nation's attorneys. In addition, it will include program
ming by state and national bar associations aimed at 
informing the lay public about the law and individual 
rights. 

Graham delivered an invitation from Steven 
Brill, CEO of Courtroom Television Network, to local, 
state, and national bar groups to submit programming 
aimed at a lay audience for "Citizens Law," as well as 
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Derrick Bell to Speak at Law College Commencement 
By Tarik Sultan 

Professor Derrick A. Bell, Jr. of the Harvard Law 
School will be the featured speaker at the Arizona 
College of Law commencement on May ll, 1991. 
Professor Bell received nationwide attention last year 
for requesting a leave of absence without pay until 
Harvard appointed a tenured black woman to its law 
faculty . He stated that as ·a matter of good conscience· 
he could not act as a proper role model for black men 
and women without protesting the fact that Harvard 
Law School has never had a tenured black woman 
professor. "I carmot continue to urge students to take 
risks for what they believe if I do not practice my own 
precepts,· Bell said. 

After being appointed to Harvard's law faculty 
in 1969, Bell has been leading the charge in a dispute 
over the law school's hiring practices. Out of last year's 
61 tenured faculty at the school, only three are black 
and five are women. 

The professor's action was very popular among 
manyoftheschool'sstudents, whostagedovernightsit
ins in the office of the law school's dean to protest the 
small number of women and minority professors on the 

faculty . Nevertheless, a professor on the law school's 
appointments committee said that he did not plan "to 
appoint people to the faculty in any different way" 
because of Professor Bell's protest. 

Among the classes Bell teaches at Harvard are 
Constitutional Law, Constitutional Law and Minority 
Issues, and Supreme Court Decision-Making. He has 
authored many books including: Race. Racism and 
Americxm Law (1980), Shades of Brown: New Per
spectives on School DesemeQ<Xtion (ed., 1980), and Am 
We Are Not Saved: The Elusive Quest for Racial Justice 
(1987) . 

Professor Bell received his law degree in 1957 
from the University of Pittsburgh, where he was the 
editor -in-chief of the Pittsburgh Law Review. He worked 
as First Assistant Counsel for the NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund until 1966, when he became the Deputy Director 
of the Office of Qvil Rights in Washington, D.C. After 
teaching at Harvard from 1969 to 1980, Bell became 
Dean of the Oregon Law School. He returned to Harvard 
in 1986. 
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Letters to the Editor 

Dear Editor. 

'This is a response to the unprofessional and 
inaccurate Advocate article about my case against the 
Arizona Board of Regents and others. I will not respond 
to particulars about the case since it has been settled. 
I just wish to point out: (l) the article was authored
without editing-by a first year law student who quit 
school in or about October of his first semester; (2) 
although the article refers to my pride about the com
plaint. I filed Qll the major pleadings in the case in the 
College of Law library so any persons who felt they 
needed to explore any rumors about the matter or the 
legal issues involved could see the arguments and 
evidence bQ1h sides presented to the court; (3) I am 
pleased to have settled the case; I did not wish to 
continue to sue my colleagues and I am happy to have 
resolved my salary concerns with the Arizona Board of 
Regents; and ( 4) wholly apart from the case. I have also 
placed on reserve in the library both my and the 
College of Law faculty averagesregardingeachstudent 
evaluation form question for the year 1988-89 (the first 
year such data were adduced); the data show that I 
scored above the faculty averages and above the 
thresholddeterminedby the University Teaching Center 
to evidence "very good" teaching. Data from the 
Teaching Center demonstrate that generally the Uni
versity of Arizona College of Law has a very strong 
teaching faculty, and I am very proud of my perfor
mance among that team. 

Roy G. Spece, Jr. 

Dear Editor. 

The "editorial" in the Fall1990 Arizona Advocate 
does a disservice both to the College of Law community 
and to Professor Roy Spece. The fundamental flaw of 
the article is its lack of context. In a normal journalistic 
setting, editorials express opinions on matters that are 
dealt with objectively elsewhere in the publication. In 
those accompanying articles the principal players are 
given a chance to speak for themselves or to decline to 
do so. Sources of information are clearly identified and 
quotations are fully attributed. That way the publica
tion demonstrates integrity and respect for its audience's 
ability to form its own opinions. 

Israel G. Ramirez' article 1 commentary does not 
clearly identify its sources and does not put its single 
partial quote in con text. It does not provide a valid basis 
for evaluating Professor Spece's views because we 
have only inferences drawn by Mr . Ramirez to indicate 
whatProfessorSpece'sviewsare. IftheArizonaAdvocate 
were published often enough so that divisive topics 
such as affirmative action could be dealt with in depth 
and followed up on. it might make some sense to 
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provokecontroversy. Asitis, withoneissueappearing 
after two months of class, the "editorial" takes on the 
irresponsible character of last-minute mudslinging in a 
political campaign. 

Jim Stevenson 
First Year 

Note: The Arizona Advocate welcomes your com
ments and criticisms. Address letters to Editor. Arizona 
Advocate. University of Arizona College of Law. Tuc
son. AZ. 85721 . Ed. 

Soviet Lawyers in the States 
By Marian Bloss. LSD IJason. Individual Rights 
and Responsibilities Section. Drake Law School 

The legal profession has been getting "gcx:xi 
press" lately, thanks to an IRR Committee endeavor 
that has focused considerable positive attention on the 
American Bar Association. Even the Today show cmd 
60 Minutes. as well as the New York Times. Washington 
Post. and Wall Street Journal. have taken notice of the 
highly successful "Soviet Lawyer Internship Project.· 
sponsored by the IRR Section for the past two years. 

In April [1990]. the first 17 attorneys from the 
Soviet Union headed home after spending 7 months in 
work-study internships in 11 states with American law 
firms. corporations. prosecutors. public defenders cmd 
law schools. Those 8 women and 9 men had been 
chosen from a pool of 162 initial Soviet appliccmts. In 
May, em additional 19 Soviet lawyers. semi-finalists 
from that applicant pool, were brought to Miami, New 
York and Washington. D.C. in order to participate in 
professional gatherings with the Young Lawyers Divi
sion of the .ABA. 

In February of 1991. the section planned to 
bring at least 30 more Soviet lawyers to the U.S. for 
internships lasting from 7 to 10 months. 'This annual 
program is presently funded by the Soros Foundation. 
an American-based organization that fosters coopera
tion between the Soviet Union and the United States. 

In June. the ABA approved our sponsoring 
internships for young attorneys from throughout Cen-

Continued on Page 6 

THE ARIZONA ADVOCATE 
IS NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR ITS 1991-92 EDITORIAL BOARD. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 
ONE OF THE POSITIONS 

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR RESUME 
IN THE ADVOCATE BOX 

IN THE STUDENT LOUNGE. 
PLEASE SEE DAVE FLEISHMAN 

OR REID ROBSAHM IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS. 
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Filling the Environmental Niche 
By Stephen Wetherell 

Webster's Dictionary defines a "niche" as ·an especially 
suitable place or position: Within the context of growing 
student interest in environmental and natural resource 
law, it appears that the University of Arizona College of 
Law is precisely that, an especially suitable place for an 
environmental law program. The question remains, 
however, whether the law school's administration will 
recognize and fill this environmental niche. 

Environmental issues are at the cutting edge of 
both law and politics today. One need simply pick up 
aTucsonp::xpertogetahintofthemyriadenvironmental 
problems facing the planet and its local commons. 
Flaming oil wells in the Persian Gulf, an oil tanker run 
aground in Alaska, a toxic waste incinerator in Arizona. 
and contaminated groundwater wells in Tucson are 
just a few of the recent examples. These environmental 
catastrophes, and the litigation that ultimately follows, 
have become increasingly commonplace. As a result, 
the need for competent environmental lawyers has 
also increased. 

Cognizant of the need for lawyers with spe
cialized training in environmental law, law school 
administrators throughout the country have responded 
by establishing environmental law programs. Indeed, 
theseprograrnsarequitepopular. Ofthe48continental 
U.S. states with ABA accredited law schools, 30 have at 
least one law school with a special program in envi
ronmental or natural resource law. Moreover, law 
schools in the four states surrounding Arizona (Califor
nia, Utah, Colorado. and New Mexico) are represented 
by at least one law school in each state which allows a 
student to specialize in an environmental law program. 
The State of Arizona currently has no such program. 
Neither the U of A. nor Arizona State University (ASU) 
offers its law students the opportunity to specialize in 
environmental law. 

The National Association of Environmental Law 
Societies (NAELS) reports that the growing interest in 
environmental law has also resulted in an increased 
level of student activism. NAELS membership has 
increased annually by half a dozen new chapters since 
its inception in 1987. Consistent with this trend, law 
students at the U of A have recently formed the Envi
ronmental Law Society (El.S). This organization. which 
had over 50 people attend its founding meeting, has 
succeeded in establishing a solid presence in its first 
year of existence. To meet the growing interest in 
environmental issues and practice of environmental 
law, EI.S publishes a bi-annual newsletter, has an on
going lecture series, and provides the students and 
faculty recreational activities via its "Hike of the Month" 
program. 

Last semester, EI.S distributed an environmental 
law interest questionnaire at the law school. Of the 157 
students that responded to the survey, 100 were in their 
first year of study, 53 in their second, and 4 in their third. 
The survey results were quite striking. Close to 60% of 
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the respondents indicated that they would take envi
ronmental law courses if available. Another 32% 
indicated they might take courses in environmental 
law. Only 16 of the 157 respondents were not in teres ted 
in taking environmental law courses. 

The courses the respondents were most interested 
in taking, and the percentage of respondents interested 
in taking that course were as follows: Environmental 
Law (73%), Energy and the Environment (45.9%), In
ternational Environmental Law (45.2%), Water Law 
(43.3%), Clean Air/Water Acts (40 .8%), Land Use 
Planning (38.9%), Environmental Law II (36.3%) , and 
Natural Resource Law (35.7%). 

In addition, one half of the respondents indi
cated that they either wanted to pursue a career in 
environmental law, or wanted a background in envi
ronmental law for other career purposes. When asked 
whether they would participate in an environmental 
law program consisting of approximately 15 units of 
environmental coursework, a clinical internship or 
clerkship, and a specific degree designation. 25% in
dicated that they would. Another 43% indicated that 
they might. This translates to 108 students who are 
potentiallyinterestedinanenvironmentallawprcgram. 

Withsuchasubstantialinterestinenvironmental 
law. one can hardly ignore the promise of establishing 
an environmental law program here. Dean Sullivan 
echoed thisinterestlast fall in the LawRerord (Letter from 
the Dean) when he pledged that "the law school cur
ricula of the 1990s will include more courses on envi
ronmental law." 

Surely Dean Sullivan meant more than one 
additional course in environmental law and a writing 
seminar in international environmental problems (Water 
Law and Public Lands & Mining were already offered) 
when he made this announcement. This minimal 
course offering in environmental law will hardly satisfy 
the majority of the respondents to the EI.S survey. 
Further, even the recent addition of international-en
vironmental law scholar, I.aksham Guruswamy, to the 
faculty is only a beginning. An environmental law 
program, especially afirst-rate one. requires the support 
and scholarship of at least one other academician as 
capable and motivated as Professor Guruswamy. 

From an employment perspective. an envi
ronmental law program would undoubtedly increase 
the opportunities for those interested in this legal spe
cialty. This past fall. Professor Guruswamy was forced 
to turn away the U.S. Justice Department's summer 
recruitment efforts when they inquired about the ex
istence of a program in environmental and natural 
resource law. Fortunately, not all inquiries into the 
existence of an environmental law prcgram end on 
such a negative note. This semester. two local attorneys 

Continued on Page 4 
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A Letter to Third Years: Will the Practice of Law Change You 
Or Will You Change the Practice of Law? 

By Professor Pat Lopez 

I wantto share some thoughts with those of you who are 
about to embark on illustrious legal careers or otherwise 
assault the world with your law degree. 

You have been told al temately that we (the law 
school faculty) will train you to think like lawyers or that 
we will indoctrinate you into the customs and beliefs of 
society's elite. Whatever the case, our job is almost 
done. The "real"worldawai.ts. But it remains to be seen 
if you will change the legal profession or if it will change 
you. 

You will soon learn that we have done little to 
prepare you for the everyday practice of law. We did 
not teach you how to fill out a time sheet, or organize a 
client file. You have not learned how to graciously tell 
a senior partner that you cannot take on one more 
assignment, or that you do not understand the ones you 
have. We have not even told you that the practice of 
law is a business, and your pursuit of our noble art will 
often be colored by this reality . 

I do not think, however, that we have done you 
a disservice. We have taught you what we can teach 
best-how to search for answers and question the ones 
you find. The practice of law often asks you to stop 
doing this. Instead, it tells you to keep your billable 
hours up, your collection rate high, and your senior 
partners and clients happy. You may find answers to 
these riddles, but don't forget to question them. 

Recent surveys indicated that lawyers' dissat
isfaction with their jobs is at an all time high, drug and 

Environmental Niche 
Continued From Page 3 

approached ELS in an effort to establish a regional 
headquarters for a non-profit environmental action 
coalition here in Tucson. Although they too expressed 
concern over the law school's lack of a formalized 
program, they nonetheless indicated a willingness to 
help the students establish some form of clinical or 
intern program. 

With the need for an environmental law pro
graminArizonaestablished, the real question is whether 
the law school administrators at the U of A will respond 
in time to prevent ASU's law school from establishing 
such a program first. Such inaction on the part of the U 
of A administration would be derelict considering the 
fact that the law school at ASU is currently in no better 
position to fill this environmental niche. ASU offers 
Environmental Law and Water Law, as well as a course 
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alcohol abuse among lawyers is on the rise, and public 
opinion of lawyers remains depressingly low. Do the 
conclusions suggested by these surveys describe your 
aspirations, or your present opinion of your classmates? 
I hope not. What then is likely to change between now 
and the time you will be counted among the survey 
sample? You will be asked to work long hours to justify 
the high starting salary your job choice demands or to 
respond to the urgent needs of the problem you un
dertake to resolve. You will be told that success is 
measured by your profitability to the firm, and that 
clients are only interested in results (meaning their 
success) and not justice (meaning a fair result) . 

If you respond to these demands by billing more 
hours, and by adoptingawin-at-all-costsattitude, don't 
be surprised if your answers to future surveys fall with 
the current mean. You should know, however, that 
there are other acceptable answers. Your colleagues 
and clients will still tolerate you (and secretly adrrtire 
yoU) if you tell the firm to cut your salary and billable 
hours, if you tell your clients that you will not pursue a 
frivolous claim or make unreasonable demands on 
their behalf. You might even convince them that you 
can accomplish more by cultiyating a reputation as a 
fair, honest, and evenhanded advocate. It works for 
some. and I would like to recommend it to you. 

Who knows, such an approach might even 
result in a new trend in survey responses. 

in Natural Resource Law. Although the U of A College 
of Law indicated last year that it too would offer a 
course in natural resource law this spring, it was never 
taught. The College of Law is unique, however, in 
offering Public Lcmds and Mining Law. The credit for 
this course, though, goes solely to John Lacey, a local 
attorney and mining law expert who teaches the class 
on a volunteer basis . Oearly, the administration at the 
College of Law must take immediate action if it intends 
to avoid conceding to ASU another feather for its aca
demic cap. 

The dynamics are in place to implement em 
environmental law program at the U of A College of 
Law. If the administration is sincere in its commitment 
to better prepare students interested in the practice of 
environmental law, it must step out from under the 
security blanket of budgetary constraints. Only by 
assuming its proper role as a leader, exhibiting its 
responsiveness to student interests and trends in legal 
education, and working with the student body will the 
administration at the U of A College of Law be successful 
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Changes Afoot in NCAA Athletic Policies 
The recently released report by the 
Knight Foundation Commission has 
served once again to illustrate the 
abuses within the college athletic 
system. While such exposes have 
become more commonplace of 
late-through books such as Murray 
Sperber's College Sports. Inc. and 
Don Yaeger's Undue Process--the 
Knight Commission's findings are 
already having significant impact 
on campuses nationwide. 

Donald Swain, president of 
the University of Louisville, wrote in 
the April 1, 1991 USA Tcx::iay, "Aca
demic values can prevail over the 
American sports culture ... , but it's a 
constant battle. In a free society, 
the citizens often get what they 
want. Often, it seems, they want 
sp:>rting events.· Swain suggested 
three basic principles which must 
guide NCAA reform, perhaps the 
most striking of which is that the 
resp:>nsibility belongs entirely to the 
presidents of the universities. One 
must hope that Swain's statement 
reflects some serious introspection, 
since the University of Louisville, 
although never having been 
charged with serious NCAA viola
tions, has one of the poorest athletic 
graduation rates in the NCAA. 

While the Knight 

By John Prather 

Commission's rep:>rt was released 
the last week of March, university 
presidents had recognized earlier 
their need to become more involved 
in the process. During the 1991 
NCAA convention, numerous cost
reduction and academic enhance
ment measures were passed. This 
legislation included reductions in 
coaching staffs and the number of 
athletic grants-in-aid, as well as 
limitations on the length of seasons, 
the amount of supervised practice 
time, and the elimination of athletic 
dormitories. For the first time in 
recent NCAA history, the presidents 
had utilized the power they had, 
power which, in the past, had al
waysbeen delegated to self-serving 
athletic administrators. The result 
was the most remarkably lopsided 
balloting in the history of the con
vention. It will be interesting to see 
whether the presidents can recap
ture a little more control each year, 
or whether the heads of the big
bucks industry of collegiate sports 
tum the process into a bloodbath. 
Stay tuned. 

NCAA~ueshave spilled 
over into other areas of the law as 
well, including the Constitutional 
realm. Inlightoftherecentdecision 
(finallyD in Tarkanian v . NCAA in 

which the NCAA's punishment of 
The Shark (as imp:>sed. by UNLV) 
was held not to be "state action," the 
Nevada legislature has introduced 
a bill that requires the NCAA to 
provide due process in any action 
against either Nevada school or its 
employees. As many as a dozen 
other states have introduced similar 
bills. 

The response has been fas
cinating. NCAA Executive Director 
Dick Schultz has criticized the bills 
for hog tying the NCAA, stating 
that membership in the Association 
would be difficult, if not impossible, 
for any school that must be given 
absolute due process protection. On 
the other hand, n ewly elected 
NCAA president Judith Sweet wrote 
an editorial for USA Tcx::iayin which 
she outlined the numerous steps the 
NCAA takes to insure that due 
process is in fact provided. The due 
process question is likely to be a hot 
topic at future NCAA m eetings, in
cluding the 1992 national conven
tion. 

Also within the Constitu
tional realm, Nebraska has intro
duced a bill allowing students to 
receive all Pell Grant money to 

Continued on Page 8 

Legal Perspectives Series Comes to the Law College 

Started in February, the Legal Per
spectives series of lectures has been 
a modest success. The administra
tioncreated theprograminresponse 
to student interest in both the 
philosOphical foundations of the 
law, or jurisprudence, and career 
options available to students upon 
graduation. This year's extracur
ricular lectures have concentrated 
on jurisprudential concepts only, 
with lectures on Moral Philosophy, 
Critical Legal Studies and Critical 
Race Theory, and Feminist Juris
prudence. An address on Law and 
Economics is forthcoming. 

Distinguished scholars from 
this universityandothershavecome 
to the College of Law to expound on 

By Bradley Ooud 

their particular specialties. The lec
tures are intended to be linked to 
first-year law classes, and to this 
end the speakers are encouraged 
to speak expressly to pre-arranged 
legal topics. Namely, the lecture on 
Moral Philosophy is tied in to Con
stitutional Law, Critical Race Theory 
to Property Law. Feminist Jurispru
dence to Civil Procedure, and Law 
and Economics to Torts. 

Next year, the administra
tion intends to continue the extra
curricular lecture series, but will 
place added emphasis on the ap
plication of the viewpoints to the 
teachings of the respective classes. 
The Law College Curriculum Com
mittee is presently discussing 
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whether to introduce a "short course· 
into the first-year curriculum to ac
quaint students with the aforemen
tioned perspectives on law in ad
dition to more traditional areas of 
thought-e.g . legal history. (See 
related article on JXIge 7 ) . More
over, there is some interest in hav
ing legal practitioners present in
formation on their particular oc
cupation. These dialogues w ould 
range from corporate law to envi
ronmental law and would include 
day-tcx:l.ay as well as general de
scriptions of the attorney's practice. 
Any class created as a result of this 
discussionis not, however, intended 
to supplant the more advanced le
gal perspectives courses. 

, -------~D~iq:<.::iti:'ze=d~by._,th=e=D=an=iel F. Cracchiolo Law library~ James E. Rogers College of Law, University of Arizona. All Rights Reserved. 



Soviet Lawyers 

Continued From Page 2 

tral and Eastern Europe, based upon the success of the 
Sov1et project. A grant has been offered by the Interna
tional Academy of Trial Lawyers Foundation for $50,000 
to begin this project, and the Bar Association of 
Czechoslovakia has already offered to cooperate. 

The ABA's Section on Individual Rights & Re
sponsibilities is also active in other crreas of concern to 
lawstudents: rightsofwomen, thedisadvantagedand 
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minorities, AIDS education and legal services, nuclear 
arms control, international human rights, environmental 
and consumer protection, immigration, criminal justice, 
the death penalty, the First Amendment, privacy and 
other crucial "people issues· of our time. 

If these issues crre related to any of the reasons 
WHY YOU CAME TO LAW SCHOOL IN THE FIRST PLACE. 
then you owe it to yourself to join this section. As a 
member, you will receive the section's magazine, Hu
man Rights, three times yecrrly, as well as a newsletter 
containing timely information regarding the section's 
ongoing work within the American Bar Association. 
Ask your Dean or your ABA/LSD representative for an 
application. 
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Curriculum Committee Considers Changes in the Law College 

Four students, five faculty and the 
Dean of the Law School make up 
the Cuniculum Committee. Its an
nual mission is to guide the educa
tional direction of the College of 
Law. The Committee is a quasi
representational txxiy; members 
are appointed, not elected, but they 
are responsive to input from faculty 
and students. Tasks assigned to the 
Committee range from the mun
dane to the sublime. This year the 
Cuniculum Committee has worked 
hard on several issues. 

Legislative internships of
fered by members of the United 
States Congress were the first items 
on this year's agenda. Written 
evaluations and other responses 
from program participants have 
shown an inconsistency of experi
ences in different Congressional of
fices. Professor Art Andrews. Chair 
of the Committee. drafted a new set 
of guidelines for the program that 
places added emphasis on faculty 
supervision of interns and their 
employers, institutes ongoing pro
gram evaluations. and guarantees 
legal assignments for the interns 
(not just making coffee and an
swering phones for ten credits) . The 
new guidelines provide uniformity 
of experience and preserve the 
American Bar Association accredi
tation of the program. 

Temporary course offerings 
for the next scholastic year were 
alsoconsidered. Courseevaluations 
and attendance were the basis of 
committee decisions. All of the 
temporary course offerings were 
renewed for next year. Advanced 
Civil Procedure was given perma
nent status. 

A course in jurisprudence, 
Legal Perspectives. was first pro
posed by Professors Atwcx:x:i and 
Massaro in the spring of 1990. Their 
view, affirmed by the faculty during 
its retreat last summer, was that a 
void existed in the present curricu
lum. Students are exposed to legal 
philosophies and schools of thought 
piecemeal and indirectly. The 
faculty felt there should be a course 
that gives students a solid founda-

By Dar Crammond 

tion in jurisprudence. Defining the 
contours of Legal Perspectives and 
fitting it into the schedule was the 
largest task given to the Cuniculum 
Committee this year. 

To inject vitality into the 
course, the Committee thought that 
Legal Perspectives should be taught 
in the small section format . The 
Committee envisioned this class as 
a required, two credit, spring se
mester, first year course. The course 
might also be a vehicle for first year 
writing in a less technical atmo
sphere . But there were problems. 

Creating a new course from 
whole cloth takes faculty, time and 
money. Finding a place for the 
course in the tight first year sched
ule meant displacing another re
quired course, in this case Moot 
Court. Theseconstraintseventually 
proved fatal to the Legal Perspec
tives course, but there is hope that 
with further study, more faculty 
participation, andadcre of funding, 
this course will become a reality . In 
the meantime, the committee rec
ommended that the well-attended 
lectured series on Legal Perspectives 
beencouragedandcontinued. The 
Committee further suggested that 
each lecturer in the series address a 
given fact pattern to more clearly 
illustrate the differences between 
perspectives. 

An 'Open Topics' seminar 
will no longer be available as a 
way to fulfill the substantial paper 
graduation requirement, at least for 
those presently in their first year. 
Widespread abuses of the option by 
students led the faculty to instigate 
the change. Faculty advisors were 
receiving late and poor quality 
papers, placing them in the 
unenviable position of final arbiter 
over a student's graduation. There 
was strong sympathy for the stu
dents who would use the option 
well, and it may still be possible to 
write one's substantial paper inde
pendent of a seminar. The re
quirements for approval should 
prove to be very stringent. Only 
whole-hearted faculty member 
support for an exceptionally well-
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conceived and largely complete 
paper will cross the threshold of the 
Assistant Dean's office. 

In the future. theCuniculum 
Committee will address other thorny 
problems. Small section Research 
and Writing classes allegedly lack 
consistency. The Committee may 
call on those professors teaching 
these classes to create a protocol 
that lays out the number of writing 
assignments, the amount of re
search, and topics to be covered in 
each section. There is a movement 
afootto spread the present five credit 
hour courses in Property and Con
tracts out over two semesters. Ex
ams would be given at the end of 
each term. Such fundamental 
changes invite other rearrange
ments and additions. and are 
probably for the best. A dynamic 
curriculum is inherently more re
sponsive to the needs of students 
and the legal profession than a staid 
and formulaic one. 

Grading Policy Changes 
By Tarik Sultan 

The Arizona College of Law an
nounced that it is instituting several 
changes in its grading policy. Be
ginning with the current semester. 
all classes of more than twenty 
students will operate on a grading 
curve of 20% A. 50% B. and 30% C, 
D, and E. Before this change, any D 
and E grades were excluded from 
the curve. As a result of the new 
policy, any classes thatcontainDor 
E grades will have marginally fewer 
Cs than they would have had un
der the previous system. 

Beginning in the fall semes
ter, the College also plans to add a 
plus and minus system to its current 
grading policy. As a result. a plus 
would add 0.33 to the underlying 
grade-point, and similarly a minus 
would subtract 0.33 from the un
derlying grade-point. The instruc
tors will retain the discretion to raise 
a grade one increment. This 
change, while likely, has not yet 
been adopted. 
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The Arizona Advocate 
Wishes to Extend 

its Congratulations to 
those students who have 
been selected as officers 

and editors of the numerous 
!College of Law organizations. 

Keep up the good work. 

NCAA Update 
Continued Fiom Page 5 

which they crre entitled, regcrrdless of other aid re
ceived. However. it is foreseeable that when athletic 
gremts-in-aid crre also provided by a college, the total of 
the Pell Gremtand the athletic scholcrrshipcould exceed 
the students total budget. This possibility has been 
outlawed by the NCAA. Although this question was 
addressed in 1975 in Wiley v . NCAA. it appcrrently 
remains unresolved in the minds of the Nebraska leg
islature. 

A final issue worth mentioning in recent NCAA 
court action is the case of Banks v . NCAA, in which 
football player Braxton Banks entered the National 
Football league draft but was not chosen by emy of the 
28 NFL clubs. According to NCAA rules. a player who 
declcrres himself eligible for the draft immediately for
feits emy remaining NCAA eligibility. After being 
passed over by the NFL, Banks sued the NCAA on 
emtitrust grounds to regain his final yecrr of eligibility. 
The NCAA rule. however. was upheld by the courts. 
Aninterestingarticle addressingchcrrges that the NCAA 
operates as a cartel, Does the NCAA Exploit College 
Athletes? An Economic emd Legal Reinterpretation. 32 
J. Amer. & For. Antitrust & Trade Reg .. 2 (198 7). was co
authored by our own Dean E. Thomas Sullivem. One of 
his contentions is that college sports crre essentially em 
opportunity cost. in whichemathleteforegoesimrnediate 
income in favor of the opportunity for substemtially 
greater income in the future. Whether Braxton Banks 
has now sacrificed that future income for good will be 
interesting to watch. 

One final note for those of us with em interest (or 
passion) in sports law. Professor Ron Cherry is consid
ering teaching a sports law semincrr in the spring of 
1992. Your encouragement to Professor Cherry, Deem 
Atwood, Dean Sullivem. or Professor Andrews (the head 
of the Curriculum Committee) might be worthwhile. 
Play BallJ 
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Courtroom Television Network 
Continued From Page 1 

videotapes of their continuing legal education pro
grcrrns for possible use on ·rn Practice: 

Beginning in July, COURT TV will provide live 
and taped coverage of Americcm trials supplemented 
by reporting from eminent legal journalists and com
mentary by prominent lawyers. The Network's format 
will enable Americcms to see and understemd how their 
legal system works. 

"Justice doesn't come in sound bites,· Brill noted. 
·And we're going to show the justice system as it really 
is, by showing full-length triaJ.s.-<::md by explaining 
them to a lay audience with help from some of the 
nation's leading lawyers. Irs time we took camera 
coverage of trials away from the sound biters emd the 
tabloid writers emd gave it the attention emd ccrreful 
journalism it deserves.· 

Courtroom Television Network, a 24-hour basic 
cable service. is a joint venture of Americcm Lawyer 
Media. L.P.; Time Warner Inc.; NBC; emd Coblevision 
Systems Corp. Steven Brill. President emd CEO of 
Americcm Lawyer Media. L.P. , is CEO of the joint ven
ture. Fred Graham. former Supreme Court reporter for 
The New York Times emd CBS TV News. is thechcmnel's 
Memaging Editor and Chief Anchor. The Network's 
bocrrd of commentators includes Floyd Abrcrrns. F. lEe 
Bailey, DavidBoies. RobertBork, Yale Law School Dean 
Guido Calabresi, Raoul Felder. Arthur Limem emd Bcrrry 
Slotnick. 

The Network will draw on the resources of 
Americcm Lawyer Media's eleven legal publications 
throughout the United States. including the awcrrd
winning monthly American Lawyer magazine. LeQQ1. 
Ii.Ine.sin Washington. emdTheTexasLawyer, With more 
them 200 legal reporters and editors throughout the 
country. Americem Lawyer Media is the lcrrgest legal 
journalism compcmy in the world. 
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