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PART I
INTRODUCTION



Statement of Purpose

The purpose of this Diary is to record what I have 
learned and experienced as a student intern in the Pima 
County Adult Probation Office. In addition to recording 
the detailed accounts of dally activities» I have also 
Included a brief treatment of the field of probation, a 
summary of the structure and function of the Superior 
Court of Arizona in Pima County, and a study of the 
Pima County Adult Probation Office Including its legal 
foundation, historical development, and present organi
zational structure.

Program Outline for the Degree of Master of Public
Administration

An internship in an approved governmental or private 
agency is a required part of the total program for the 
Degree of Master of Public Administration* Thirty units 
of course work of an interrelated nature in the fields 
of economics, sociology, public administration, account
ing, personnel, psychology aid political science are the 
core of this degree* An approved internship valued at 
four to six additional units on which a daily record of 
experiences is kept, completes the requirements for the 
Degree of Master of Public Administration.
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The Field of Probation_

Probation Is a treatment program In which final 
action In an adjudicated offender*® case Is suspended 
so that he remains at liberty, subject to conditions 
Imposed by or for a court, under the supervision and 
guidance of a probation worker. The work probation 
derives from the Latin, Its root meaning being " a 
period of proving or trial."

Probation Is a treatment program designed to fa- 
cllltate the social readjustment of offenders. The 
program rests upon the courts* power to suspend sent
ence. The probation period Is served In the community 
rather than In a correctional Institution. Suspension 
of final action Is condition, contingent upon the pro
bationer* s adherence to regulations set by the court or 
at the judge’s behest. A probationer Is supervised and 
counseled by an agent of the court. Should he serious
ly breach the conditions Imposed, probation may be re
voked, In which case the court will Invoke the appropri
ate penalty.

Historians usually concur that probation originated 
In the United States' with John Augustus as the "father" 
of probation. He was the first known probation officer 
In the world. Augustus was convinced that many offenders 
required no more than the sincere Interest of another
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human being to be able to straighten out their lives•
He declared that the object of the law is to reform 
criminals, and to prevent crime and not to punish mali
ciously, or from a spirit of revenge. Augustus worked 
tirelessly for the cause of probation and in 1878 pro- 
- bation was regulated by statute for the first time when 
Massachusetts provided for the appointment of a paid 
probation officer for the Boston courts of criminal 
jurisdiction.

Adult probation grew slowly. By 1950 legislation 
permitting adult probation existed In forty-four states, 
but not until 1956 did all the states provide for pro
bation. The most prevalent form of organization for 
probation is the bounty:plan, in which the state writes 
probation law while each county, within the framework 
of the state laws appoints staff and administers its 
own department. Centralized state probation systems 
are in the minority, but are increasing in number.

Probation is available to juveniles and adults, 
to males and females, felons and misdemeanants. Juven
iles are dealt with in courts designed especially for 
them. Some of the rules found in adult probation are 
paying costs of the court action, making restitution,
reporting, keeping the officer Informed of whereabouts,

1 *
getting, keeping and reporting honestly on employment.
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supporting dependents, avoiding indebtedness, and un
reasonable expenditures, requiring the person to sub
mit to medical or psychiatric care, remaining within 
the Jurisdiction, not owning and operating an automobile, 
restrictions against possessing other licenses .such as 
a hunting license, abstaining from the use or overuse 
of intoxicants, abstaining from the use of narcotics, 
avoiding disreputable associates, keeping reasonable 
hours, not marrying without permission, sometimes re
quiring church attendance, and1 forbidding the carrying 
or possessing of dangerous weapons.

Probation is social work, but like other fields of 
social work, probation adapts generic social work prin
ciples to its specific objectives and functions. The 
primary objective of probation is the protection of 
society through the rehabilitation of the offender.

This brief treatment of the field of probation 
has expressed largely the opinion of Dr. David Dressier 
in his book Theory and Practice of Probation and Parole. 
1959# Columbia University Press, Hew York.



5

Terms Used in Probation

Terms used in probation sometimes have a legal 
base and definition, but often terms are defined only 
by the usage given them by those working in the field 
df probation. The following are terms as commonly used 
in the field.

An adult in the State of Arizona la anyone eighteen 
years of age or over. Some juveniles of seventeen years
r. . ,and six months are bound over to adult courts.
. Arralimmentmeana to bring.a prisoner to the bar of 
the court to answer the matter charged upon him in the 
indictment. The arraignment consists of calling the 
offender by name, reading to him the,indictment9 demand
ing whether he be guilty or not guilty, and entering 
his plea.

The caseload refers to the number of eases present— 
ly under supervision by a single probation officer or 
by the probation office. ' . .

An P.B.I. Report is a written account on every 
Individual’s criminal record giving date, place, and 
disposition of case as kept by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and is.available to the courts process
ing new cases in each pact!cular jurisdiction.

A face sheet is a standardized form used by the 
probation office in an interview to secure the offender’s
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personal and family history#
A felony as defined by the Arizona Revised Statute 

13-103 is a crime or public offense which is punishable 
with death or by imprisonment in the state prison#

The field refers to the areas where the probation
ers live# Going out into the field refers to calling 
on probationers in a supervisory capacity*

A hold means to direct the operations of or to 
maintain authority over. One state can have a hold on 
an individual committing a crime in another state# One 
state sometimes waits for disposition of a case before 
exercising a hold. If a hold is exercised by a state, 
that state can authorize the offender* s return to said 
state on completion of the whole sentence in the state 
acting upon the most immediate case#

A juvenile in the State of Arizona is anyone under 
the age of eighteen years.

A misdemeanor is every crime or public offense 
that is not a felony.

One*s "o" "r" means an individual is released on 
his own recognizance or his own trust without bond until 
the date for his sentencing•

A pre-sentence investigation is the investigation 
a probation officer makes on the individual offender 
after he has plead guilty before sentence is passed by
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the court In order for the court to know whether or 
not the individual offender is worthy of probation,

A pre-sentence report is the report prepared for 
the Judge by a probation officer on each offender that 
Is to be brought before the court for sentencing. The 
report contains the offender* s personal and family his
tory, the nature of the offense, the offender's state
ment, names of others Involved, and a recommendation 
by the probation officer for or against probation.

A probationer is anyone placed on probation by the 
courts. A probationer Is under supervision of the pro
bation officer who Is acting at the discretion of the 
court.

A probation officer Is often described by some as 
"the long right arm of the Judge" with authority vested 
In the officer by the court to investigate the offender, 
recommend for or against probation, and supervise those 
placed on probation.

A sentence is Judgement formally pronounced by the 
court upon the offender after hia conviction In a criminal 
prosecution, awarding the punishment to be inflicted.

A suspended sentence Is a sentence that.has been 
witheld by the court when an offender Is placed on pro
bation. The suspension can continue for a period of time 
not exceeding the maximum term of sentence which may be
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Imposed, and can contain such terms and conditions as 
the court determines* The subject Is placed under 
supervision of the court through the probation office 
during this period. At any time during the probationary 
period the probation officer with the authority of the 
cour6®fevoke probation If the offender violates any of 
the rules of the probation. Upon revocation the court 
say pronounce sentence.



PAST II
THE SUPERIOR COURT OP ARIZONA 

IN PIMA COUNTY
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The Superior Court of Arizona, In and for the 
County of Pima, has five divisions each presided over 
by one judge. There is no one Judge with more authority 
than another $ the paters of all five are coordinate and 
equal. Monthly meetings are held where administrative 
and policy, matters are decided usually with majority 
rule prevailing. Each judge takes a turn at being 
asslgnmehiL- Judge for a period of five months during 
which time he has the duty of setting cases for trial 
and parcelling them out among his fellow Judges. Every 
case handled by the Superior Court must pass through 
the assignment Judge.

The judges of the Superior Court are chosen by 
popular election for four year terms with their salary 
set at #12,500.00 per year, half of which is paid by 
the county and half! by the state. Since the Superior 
Court is statewide, the Judges from each of the counties 
are Interchangeable. The judges from Pima County can 
hold court in any other county and Judges from other 
counties can hold court in Pima County.

There is assigned to each of the five divisions of 
the Superior Court a secretary, a clerk, a court report
er, and a bailiff. Many other persons are employed to 
serve the Superior Court including the adult probation 
officers, adoption examiner. Interpreters, and a librsdSa.
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Division One of the Superior Court handles juvenile 
matters and has its own separate staff of probation 
officers and detention home personnel.

The Superior Court has practically unlimited origin
al jurisdiction. It handles not only civil and criminal 
matters, but also divorce, probate, juvenile, adoption, 
insanity and reciprocal support proceedings. The only 
cases which it does not try in the first instance are ' 
those which go to the Justice of the Peach Courts, to 
the City Court of Tucson or other municipal courts, or 
to the Federal District Court for the District of Arizona.

The Superior Court fits into the total state court 
system in this order from highest to lowesti the United 
States District Court for the District of Arizona, 
the Arizona State Supreme Court with a chief justice and 
four judges, the Superior Court of Arizona represented 
in Pima County by five judges, in Maricopa County by 
eleven judges, and in all other counties by one judge.
The Justice of the Peace Courts are on the next lowest 
level represented in Arizona by eighty-eight justices. 
These justices represent precincts allotted according 
to population distribution. Below the Justice Courts 
are the municipal courts that handle offenses such as 
traffic violations in the municipalities.
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The Arizona Courts

U.S. District Court in Arizona 
2 judges

Supreme Court of Arizona
Chief Justice and 4 judges

Superior Court of Arizona 
28 judges in 14 counties

GilaYumaCoconinoMaricopay PinalPima

CochiseGrahamApache MohaveNavajo

Santa
Cruz

Greeley

Yavapai

V
\________________________________________________ >

Justice of the Peace Courts 
88 justices in 14 counties

Municipal Courts
\
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The Superior Court of Arizona in Pima County
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PAST III
ADULT PROBATION IN PIMA COUNTY
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Legal Foundation and Historical Development

The Arizona Legislature passed an act in 192? pro
viding for adult probation services. The Arizona Revised 
Statute 13-258 vested in the Superior Court Of Arizona 
the power to grant probation on conviction of public of
fense where discretion is conferred on the court as to 
the extent of punishment, suggesting that the court ex
ercise sound discretion meting out punishment where it 
is deserved, protecting the public, noting probability 
of recidivism, and having concern for the rehabilitation 
of the offender.

A crime or public offense^ as defined by Arizona 
Revised Statute 13-101,is an act committed or omitted 
in violation of law forbidding or commanding it, and to 
which is annexed, upon conviction, the punishment of 
death| imprisonment, fine, removal from office or dis
qualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, 
trust or profit in this .state. Arizona Revised Statute 
13-103 states that a felony is a crime -or public offense 
which is punishable with death or by imprisonment in 
the state prison. Every other crime or public offense 
is a misdemeanor.

The Superior Court of Arizona may place an offender 
on probation for any .public offense with the exception 
of a conviction on a first degree murder charge# By law,
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anyone convicted of first degree murder must be either*
sentenced to death or to life Imprisonment#

The original act In 1927 did not authorize a pro
bation system for Arizona on a state wide basis, h W  It - 
did allow for the establishment of probation In each 
county. Probation In Arizona Is administered by each 
of the fourteen counties. These probation departments 
serve as adjuncts to the Superior Court System. Each
county probation office Is under the direction of one

' 'or more Superior Court judges, The Arizona Revised 
Statute 12-251, Article 6, states that "counties of the 
first class, may, with approval of the Board of Super
visors have an adult probation officer, and the deputies 
and assistants required to fulfill the duties of the 
probation officer." "The Superior Court judge, or 
judges, presiding over such divisions, shall make all 
appointments of adult probation officers, and any 
officer, deputy or assistant shall hold office at the 
pleasure of the judge making the appointment *"

The Pima County Adult Probation Office owes Its 
allegiance only to the county judiciary, although the 
probation facilities also serve the lower state courts 
since the nature of some public offenses are very broad 
Including both felonies and misdemeanors.

From 1927 when the statute was passed allowing for 
adult probation In Arizona until 19^3 there was no adult
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probation in Pima County. The investigation and super
vision of offenders was done by the court bailiffs. In 
1943 the Superior Court of Pima County appointed a temp
orary adult probation officer. The first probation 
officer* Mr. Harry Hansom, held the position for several 
months. Mr. Glenn Poole was appointed to fill the 
position when Mr. Hansom resigned, and he, too,held the 
office only for a few months.

In 1945 Mr. V. R, McCoxmloo, then a Superior Court
■ '*bailiff, was asked to temporarily fill the position of 

chief probation off!eer• Mr. MeConriico still holds the 
position of chief probation officer.

Until 1958 the only other employee in the probation 
office in Pima County was a secretary who also had deputy 
probation officer status. In 1958 the Superior Court, 
through the Board of Supervisors, hired an assistant 
chief probation officer in the person of Mr. Lionel E. 
Rombaoh. There is one part time probation officer 
serving in Ajo.
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The Organisational Structure and Functions of the 
Pima County Adult Probation Office

The present staff Is composed of three full time 
employees, a chief probation officer, an assistant chief, 
and a secretary with deputy probation officer status*
The office of the Probation Department is located in the 
Pima County Court House Annex* A request has been made 
for two more probation officers, one to serve on a - full 
time basis and a second one to serve on a half time basis* 

The Arizona Revised Statute 12-254 states the powers 
and duties of the adult probation officer.

"The adult probation officer shallr 
1. Make and file a complete record of persons 

placed under suspended sentence by the court, and of all 
reports made to him in writing or in person, in accord
ance with the conditions imposed by the court*

2* Exercise general supervision and observation 
over persons under suspended sentence, subject to cont
rol and direction by the court.

3* Serve warrants, make arrests and bring persons 
before the court who are under suspended sentences*

4* Receive monies paid into court as provided 
and directed by orders or judgements of the court sus
pending sentences $ deposit them ina banking institution 
designated by him, and disburse them in accordance with
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such orders or judgements of the court. He shall keep 
an accurate record of receipts and disbursements *

5. Investigate eases referred to him for Investi
gation by the court in which he is serving and report 
thereon to the court.

6. Secure and keep a complete Identification re
cord of every person released under a suspended sentence 
and a written statement of the conditions of the sus
pension.

7. Obtain and assemble information concerning the 
conduct of persons placed under suspended sentence and 
report the information to.the court.

8. Bring defaulting probationers Into court when 
in his judgement the conduct of the probationer justi
fies the court to revoke suspension of the sentence."

Responsibilities of a probation officer fall into 
two major functions> the pre-sentence,investigation 
and supervision. The pre-sentence Investigation In
volves Investigating the offender’s past, his family, 
his friends, his religious affiliations, his school 
progress, and his relationships in the community. In 
supervision the probationers the probation officer 
utilizes his training, his experience in working with 
people, his knowledge of community resources and basic 
social work principles to help the probationers adjust 
themselves to their communities. The probation officer
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also will aid probationers In procuring employment, 
In finding homes In some oases, and through other 
community contacts can help the probationers In many 
ways. The probation officer In many cases offers 
supportive therapy through the relationship which Is 
established between probationer and officer.



PART IV
DIARY OP DAILY ACTIVITIES
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. The dally accounts set forth in this Diary me-as 

they actually occurred# The names used are fictitious 
for obvious reasons, however, the accounts are given 
as they actually were experienced#

MAY 2# I960 *
I had a conference with the assistant chief probation 

officer# He explained briefly the duties of a probation 
officer, the two leading ones being the pre-sentence 
investigations with the preparation of the pre-sentence 
reports, and supervision of individuals on probation#
The pre-sentence investigations are carried out through 
interviews with the offenders, their families and com
munity agencies, and cognisance of F#B.I. records and 
police reports# The pre-sentence reports are prepared 
by the probation officer and are given to the assignment 
judge the day before cases in question are brought be
fore the court for sentencing#

During the above conference a man case into the 
probation office seeking financial assistance# He was 
enroute to California to find employment. The probation 
officer referred him to the Welfare Department and to 
the Salvation Army#

A young probationer came in to report# The un
employment of the youth was discussed# Job prospects
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that were discussed included the railroad signal corps, 
cleaning establishments, and auto repair shops# The 
probation officer gave the youth a letter of recommenda
tion to the employment agency# The young man left to 
explore more job possibilities and to visit the local 
employment agency#

The ohlef probation officer took me on a tour of 
the Pima County Courthouse# I met three of the five 
Superior Court judges and several others on the staff 
of the court and the jail.

I accompanied the assistant ohlef probation officer 
on field visits# The first call was to Investigate 
Miss Garcia, twenty years of age, who had been charged 
with possessing narcotics In Denver, Colorado, and had 
been released on *o* "r" (own recognizance). The Denver 
Probation Office had asked our office to Investigate 
Miss Garcia* s case since she was living In our area and 
also had asked us to assume supervision for her If the 
court in Denver granted her probation# The letter from 
the Denver office explained that Miss Garcia had been 
living with an elderly woman, a drug addict, but that 
Miss Garcia had not know about the drug addiction. We 
talked with Miss Garcia who was living with her mother 
and step father# Shedhad procured a job with a local 
physician to be housekeeper and baby sitter on a live- 
la arrangement. The probation officer explained his
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position and said he would be glad to assume super
vision for her If the Denver court plaped her on pro
bation.

Another call was to a junk yerdlln order to visit 
an eighteen year old boy on probation for stealing auto 
parts. He was employed by the junk dealer* but was not 
at the establishment when we called.

We called on another eighteen year old boy on pro
bation for writing Checks with no account. He was not 
at home but we talked with his grandmother who said she 
hoped the boy was not in trouble again. We assured her 
that our visit was merely a routine check.

We drove through the lower southalde of the city, 
where many of the probationers now live. The assistant 
chief explained to me that many of the probationers are 
of the lower socio-economic status.

MAY 3. I960
I accompanied the probation officers to the judge’s 

chamber to discuss the oases to come before the court. 
Each Individual for whom probation was recommended was 
discussed with the judge.

1 observed the court session during which several 
cases were arraigned and others were sentenced.

After the court session the probation office had 
a list of those whose oases were to be brought before
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the court for sentencing the following week# Those 
who had entered a plea of guilty were to be investigat
ed by a probation officer and a pre-sentence report 
prepared with a recommendation for or against probation.

A accompanied a probation officer to interview Mr. 
Green, In jail, a fifty year old man who plead guilty 
to writing checks with no account# During the interview 
Mr. Greed admitted having a long F.B.I# record (reports 
In our possession confirmed this) and that he had been 
In various prisons, federal and state# He said he proba
bly needed psychiatric treatment as well as medical care.
He appeared to have much insight into his problems# Mr# 
Green, realizing he needed medical treatment, suggested 
that our office recommend he be returned to California# 
California had a previous hold on him for parole violation. 
He felt his chances for probation were very poor# He 
thought the California prisons were better equipped to 
give him the medical and psychiatric help he needed.

MAY 5. I960
I was assigned the Baldl Case. Mr# Baldl, a seven

teen year old, was charged with the crime of accessory.
He drove two other boys hose after they had pushed a 
stolen car off a cliff in Sablno Canyon. He had also 
contracted to buy the stolen accessories from the car
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they had “stripped" before driving it off the cliff. 
During the Interview the subject stated that he had not 
realized his friends had planned to demolish the oar or 
that it was stolen. He said he had no choice but to 
drive them home after the incident occurred. He said 
that he was soared when he was arrested and that he 
had learned hi2 lesson. He requested that if he were 
placed on probation he would like to be re-instated 
in high school. He was a senior but had been expelled 
at the time of his arrest. The boy related that his 
mother worked as an elevator operator in a local bank 
and he has worked part time during the past five years 
to help her support the rest of the family. The offend
er attributed his trouble to bad associations. He had 
been involved in various Juvenile offenses, but again, 
attributed them to bad associations* He was very co
operative during the interview. After consultation 
with the chief probation offier the offender was assured 
it was likely he would be granted probation, though final 
disposition of the case would rest with the Judge.

I was assigned the Holt Case. Mr. Holt, thirty 
years old, was charged with writing checks with no 
account., I interviewed the offender in jail, I learn
ed that he had a wife and four children in Minnesota.
His father had offered to set him up in business and
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had always made good on the checks hr# Holt had -written. 
It appeared that even at the age of thirty the offender 
depended on his father for almost everything. The check 
charge in;Arizona was his first felony#

I wrote the pre-sentence report for the Holt Case#
I recommended probation since it appeared that in this 
case incarceration would do more harm than good $ also* 
his wife and four children needed a means of support 
and the subject had agreed that If given probation he 
would return to his family#

MAY 6. I960
I accompanied the assistant chief on field visits# 

We visited Mr. Safarie, an eighteen year old probation
er. He was working on the construction of a new store 
in his neighborhood. He appeared' glad to see the pro
bation officer and said he would cose to the office the 
following week to obtain a letter of recommendation to 
the employment agency since the construction job was 
only temporary#

* ' i

We visited the South Side YMCA, a community agency 
with which the probation officer has close contact.
The probation officer related how the probation office 
worked with other community agencies for community 
betterment# The probation officer is responsible for 
many family members of probationers being able to use
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the facilities of the YMCA. Referral is ma&e, also, 
by the probation office to the YKCA and. YWCA for•summer 
campsi.special parties and gifts as well as memberships*

MAY 9. I960
All cases coming up for court action on Tuesday 

must be prepared end in the hands of the Judges on 
Monday afternoon* I accompanied the assistant chief 
to deliver the pre-sentence reports.

Cases are brought before the courts on days other
than Tuesday* I sat in on a conference in Judge Castro1 s
chamber with the assistant chief to discuss a case to
be brought before the court the same day* Judge Castro
talked at length about the value of granting probation
or not granting probation. He pointed out that we need
not only to be aware of particular individuals and their
needs but also of the effect the individuals will have
on the community if given probation. He said there is
an element of society that is beyond help and we must 

- ' : realize this fact and concentrate on those individuals
who can be rehabilitated.

,

I wrote a reply to the letter from the Denver Pro
bation Office concerning Miss Garcia (refer to Diary for 
entry on May 2). After investigation of Miss Garcia1s 
case, our office expressed a willingness to assume super
vision for her if she were placed on probation by the
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Denver courts and let remain In the Tucson area*

MAY 10. I960
- I observed court proceedings* .The Baldl Case (see 

Diary for entry on May 5) came up for sentencing* Mr* 
Baldl was given probation to continue for two years*
He reported to our office after court was dismissed to 
obtain information concerning how often to report and 
what rules to follow while on probation* Some of the 
rules stated that he was not to leave the Jurisdiction* 
that he was to report every week until further notice, 
and that he was,to seek and maintain better associations, 
most especially not associate .with anyone else on pro
bation* . • , -..

The Holt Case (see Diary for entry on May 3) also 
was brought before the court for sentencing* Mr. Holt 
was given probation.for a .period of three years with the 
stipulation that he make restitution on all outstanding 
checks he had written with no.account,

I was assigned the Atcheson Case. I interviewed 
Mr; Atcheson in Jail, He stated that he was nineteen

■ ryears of age and .that he had never been in trouble 
until the present case. He was charged with writing 
checks with no account in the amount of §40, His mother 
and father were divorced when he was eleven years old 
at which time he had gone to live with his father. Since
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that time he had lived with his father and a succession 
of three step mothers. He stated that the present step 
mother treated him mean and could be described as 
"undesirable"• He had decided to move out on his own 
at which time he wrote the checks to pay the rent to 
live at the YHCAi planning to put the money In the bank 
before the checks were discovered. The offender stated 
that he wanted to go live with his mother If he were 
placed on probation; He said he had been In jail three 
weeks and was eager to have his case brought before the 
court and disposition made of It*

HAY 12; I960
I worked on the Atoheson Case. I visited the offend 

er in Jail again § since his statements during the .Inter
view with him on May 10 did not ooinolde with the police 
report; Since there was no F.B.Ii report available, I 
visited the. police department and obtained a copy of 
Its1 reporti Mr; Atoheson had stated that he had writ
ten only one check for v20, however# the police report 
showed two cheeks were written.worth £40; The County -

. ' 'iAttorney’s file showed that he had also borrow© a oar 
to do a local errand but had driven It all the way to
New York State Mid had abandoned It when the car had a 
flat tire. He had also written a check for $90 In New 
York ante for the purpose of returning to Tucson. New
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York had not filed charges against him* The offender 
stated he had recdbred a letter from his mother express
ing her desire to give him a home if he were placed on
probation* Our office had received a letter from the

. • : ■ • ./

offender’s mother to the same effect* She said she 
would see to it that her son make restitution on all 
outstanding checks*

I prepared the pre-sentence report on Mr* Atoheson 
recommending probation with the condition Imposed that 
restitution be made* •

MAY 13* I960
I was assigned the Baldwin Case* I interviewed 

Mrs* Baldwin in jail, one of a trio charged with robbery. 
During the interview Mrs. Baldwin’s only concern appear
ed to be for her husband, also one of the trio* She 
kept asking "how Is it going to go with my Davy?" Her 
case had been continued until the cases against her 
husband and the other man involved were disposed of by 
the court. The interview was very short since the sub
ject thus far had plead not guilty. The offender had 
married against her parents* wishes in Tijuana, Mexico. 
Her husband violated parole in California when he went 
to Mexico to marry the offender. •
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I accompanied the assistant chief on field visits#
We called on Mrs# Call!ban, a thirty year old woman, 
on probation for writing checks with no account. She 
is making restitution but at a very slow pace# Many 
of her creditors have complained to our office# The 
probation officer urged her to try harder*in meeting 
the restitution payments.

The next three probationers called on were not at
home.

I received a complaint against Mr. Baldi. (see 
Diary for entry on May 5) Between the time of his 
arraignment and the time he was placed on probation, he 
had gotten married. The complaint stated he had beat
en his pregnant wife. The probationer had had to marry 
the girl, only sixteen, and at the time of the complaint 
both were living with the probationer* s mother. The 
wife had called her mother to tell her the husband, and 
the mother-in-law had called the sheriff. The sheriff* s 
deputy had called our office. ’

MAY 16. I960
I called Mr. Baldi into the office. He denied 

having beaten his wife and appeared very humble. From 
his appearance, displaying humllty and pleasantness,
I found it difficult to believe he had kicked and choked 
his wife.



The assistant chief and I called on Mrs• Baldl 
at her home, but were suable to talk privately with 
her since Mr* Baldl m s  at home* We had expected him 
to be at work. Mas, BiMi said very little, answering 
only the questions wo asked her* She appeared very 
bitter as though she had been oaugt In a trap and coul&*,b 
not get out* She hesitated to say anything in the 
presence of her husband as though she were afraid* She 
did say she; would not complain anymore If It would get 
her husbaM In trouble*

MAY 17. I960
The oases for which probation had been recommended 

were discussed with Judge Boylston, the assignment Judge, 
before court convened. The Atoheson Case was brought 
before the court for sentencing* I had recommended pro
bation (see Diary for entry on May .10) In the pre-sentence 
report which I had prepared for the case. The Judge 
granted Mr* Atoheson probation to continue for a two 
year period, stipulating he make restitution*

I obtained a jail release for Mr. Atoheson and .
< . ' 'accompanied him from the Jail to the probation office.

I had a conference with the offender and his mother and 
explained that Mr. Atoheson would have to report every 
two weeks and would have to stay with his mother rather

30
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than return to live with him father. Mr, Atcheson 
made arrangements with the secretary to make resti
tution payments through the probation office.

MAY 19. I960
I was assigned the Bookman Case. Mr* Bookman was 

charged with extortion. He admitted having been involved 
in several extortion cases in the past as well as the 
present case. Mr. Bookman’s lawyer informed me that 
extensive medical tests were to be given Mr. Bookman to 
determine the seriousness of his diabetic condition.
The attorney stated that even though Mr. Bookman has 
a long criminal record he should be considered for pro
bation because of his physical condition. The attorney 
stated that his appeal to the Judge would be on the 
basis of Mr. Bookman’s physical condition since he needs 
immediate hospitalization for treatment of his diabetic 
condition* Information further related to me included 
that Mr* Bookman has been a "con man" for a long time, 
almost always Involved in "fruit shakedowns" (extortion 
from alleged homosexuals). In the immediate case Mr. 
Bookman met a frlesd in Los Angeles who loaned him 0500 
on the condition that Mr. Bookman assist in a "shake-

• ’ . " 5

down" worth 025,000. Mr. Bookman agreed and the two
. ' * -

drove to Tucson where the extortion episode occurred.
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MAY 20. I960
I had a conference with Mrs. Baldwin*a attorney*

(see Diary for May 13) The attorney attempted to as- 
certain whether or not his client would be given pro- . 
bation. She had formerly plead not guilty, but if our 
office were to recommend probation he would advise her 
to d e a d  guilty. Our office is not at liberty to in-
form the attorney’s of the nature of any of our recoa-% ’ “ • ‘
mendatlons, I informed him that, because her background,

' ‘ I : ■■ ' ' ' 'family, Job prospects, and other factors involved wereI * "
i '

beyond criticism, her possibilities for probation were 
good. However, I could not reveal our exact recommend# ion * 

I accompanied the assistant chief on field visits.
We,called on Mrs, Jackson whose husband is on probation‘ - * ’ <•
for writing bogus checks, Mrs, Jackson informed us that 
her husband is no# in the garage business, for himself, 
and is doing wejll. She related that he has continued 
to abstain from the use of intoxicants, the use of which 
had formerly caused the family many problems,

We called on Mr, Canton who is on probation for 
writing checks with no account. She related that two 
of her creditors had threatened to sue her, but that 
she is making the restitution payments regularly, paying 
as much as she can afford. She said that she would soon 
receive an insurance settlement and could finish all
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the payments« Mrs. Canton requested that the pro
bation officer call the creditors and explain that 
she is paying as much as she can afford.

MAY 23. I960 : •
I interviewed Mrs. Baldwin in the jail, (see Diary 

for entries on May 13 and May 20) She did not appear 
as nervous as she had been on my visit on May 13• She 
was glad to see me and related that her mother comes 
to see her every Sunday and keeps her supplied with 
the things she needs while in jail. Her former employ
er had been to see her and expressed a desire to re
employ her if she were to be placed on probation. She 
asked what procedure she would have to follow to get 
her bond lowered. I advised her that her attorney would 
be the one to contact about the matter. She was very 
pleasant and wanted to know if there fWere any possibility 
that she would be placed on probation. She said she was 
in love with her husband and planned, If released on pro
bation,* to work hard and save moeny so they could start 
a new life together when he is released from prison.
Her husband received a seven to ten year sentence on the

* V  -

same charge for which she Is being held.
I conferred with Mr* Bookman’s attorney (see Diary 

for entry on May 19) and again Mr. Bookman’s physical
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condition was discussed. The offender had undergone 
a thorough physical examination by one of ^ucaon* s 
leading physicians• The attorney again stated that 
his plea to the judge would be for probation on the 
basis of Mr; Bookman*s physical condition rather than 
his past record of crime. I stated to the attorney that 
I was aware of Mr. Bookman*s severe physical condition, 
but that his condition did not assure anyone of his de
sire to forsake the live of crime and become a good 
citizen.

Mr. Atcheson (see Diary for entry on May 1?) came 
in to the office to report. He reported that he had 
worked a few days since being granted probation and he 
hoped to work full time in the near future. He expressed 
a desire to go into business for himself. He has some 
experience and training in landscaping and wants to start 
his own landscaping establishment. Since this may be in 
the distant future, rather than an immediate development, 
our office gave him a letter of recommendation to the 
employment agency where he went to inquire about work.

MAY 24. I960
I observed court proceedings. Two juveniles, ages 

sixteen and seventeen, appeared in court, having been 
bound over from the juvenile court. They plead not 
guilty to a robbery charge. A twenty year old youth had



been Involved in the same robbery. They were Indian 
youths from the Papago Reservation and had robbed an 
elderly Indian man In the City of South Tucson. The 
total sum of money gained from the robbery was seventy- 
eight cents.

Mrs. Baldwin1s mother (see Diary for entry on May 23) 
came In to the office to see me about her daughter. She 
appeared very concerned about her daughter and wanted 
to do all she could to get her out of jail and asked What 
she could do to help her daughter get placed on probation. 
She stated that she wanted her daughter to come to live 
at home If placed on probation. She said she was against 
the marriage of her daughter to Mr. Baldwin, butt how 
that she is In trouble, she will stand by her. She ex
pressed that this occurrence Is the first time any of 
her family has been In any trouble. She said her law
yer had not been very helpful and she does not want him 
to advise her daughter to continue her plea of not guilty. 
If the not guilty plea Is to remain, the trial date Is 
likely to be set for the same day as Mr. Smith's trial.
He was the third party involved in the robbery with Mrs. 
Babkin and her husband. Mr. Smith has a long record and 
is credited with planning the robbery. I explained to 
the mother that if the plea of not guilty remained, then 
I could not be of help until after the trial and then
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act only at the discretion of the Judge* I explained 
that probation is for those who plead guilty whom we 
feel can make a satisfactory adjustment to society*
The mother said she felt that her daughter should plead 
guilty and have the case disposed of as soon as could 
be arranged. I suggested she speak to the attorney and 
perhaps he could arrange for the County Attorney to set 
a date sooner than the regular sentencing date of Tues
day.

I wrote the pre-sentence report for Mrs* Baldwin*s 
Case, anticipating that she would change her plea to 
guilty. Because of her clean past, her desire to re
turn to her family and work, and our opitmlsm that she 
could satisfactorily be rehabilitated to society, I 
recommended probation*

The attorney for Mr. Bookman (see Diary for entry 
on May 19) phoned and informed me of the results of 
the medical tests made on Mr. Bookman. The results 
showed that Mr. Bookman was in need of immediate hos
pitalization to alleviate his extreme diabetic con
dition* The report also showed that Mr. Bookman could 
die at any moment, were he to suffer a diabetic coma. 
The attorney stated that he would bring the medical re
ports to me to enclose with the pre-sentence report 
for the Judge.
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MAY 29. I960
I Interviewed Mr* Bookman In jail, (see Dlkry for 

entries on May 19 and May 2k) This was ay first ex
perience at interviewing an man formerly described to 
me as a "con man"* The offender, fifty-nine years old, 
appeared to be at least seventy-five or eighty* One 
glance showed his extreme physical ailments* Mr. Book
man was very talkative and related the whole extortion 
incident to me. He related, without prompting, much of 
his past and many experiences in former "shakedowns" of 
this same nature. He showed me pictures of his family, 
letters from his sisters, and tailed incessantly about 
his wasted life and how, now, he has no hope or nothing 
for which to live. He cried at various intervals dur
ing the interview. He wanted to know the results of 
his medical tests and stated that he knew they would be 
discouraging. I asked why had he not attempted to under
go medical teatment for his diabetic condition at a 
veteran*s hospital earlier, and he replied that he had 
feared the F.B.I. would catch up to him if he had stayed 
that long in one place. He said he did not expect pro
bation. During the interview the offender stated that 
perhaps he wouldlook a little better if he put in his 
teeth, so he took his teeth from his pocket and u n 
wrapped them from a dirty hander chief and put them in



his mouth. He related to me Just how he and his friends 
had mâ te "fruit shakes". He sitid he felt that a homo
sexual committed a much worse crime than he did and that 
he despises people who commit homosexual acts. He re
lated that extortion in such cases is such easy money, 
because in many oases the homosexual would rather pay 
off* many times begging him to take the money* rather 
than expose himself* Mr; Bookman related that often 
he doesn*t even need the money he gets in extortion 
episodes* he Just likes to see the people suffer. He

v
expressed the opinion that he knew his chances for pro* 
batlon were not good regardless of his physical condition* 
He said he knew that some day he Just wouldn’t wake up* 
especially if he were sent to prison where no medical 
care is available*

I wrote the pre-sentence report for the Bookman 
Case* In view of his past record and his lack of de
sire to refrain from the practice of extortion* it 
appeared that he could not easily* if at all* be re* 
habilitated to society as an honest citizen* It did 
not appear that he was a fit subject for probation even 
in view of his critical physical condition* I did not 
recommend probation. I explained the offender’s phy
sical condition and attached the medical report to the 
pre-sentence reprort in order for the Judge to be aware

38
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of all the facts In the case,
I received a phone call from Mrs, Baldwin’s (see 

Diary for entries on Hay 13, 20 and 23) minister. He 
expressed a desire to talk with me the following day, 
so an appointment was made,

I was assigned the Homan Case and the Croft Case.
I obtained the files from the County Attorney’s office 
for both cases. Hr, Homan and Mrs. Croft were involved 
in the same offense, that of attempting to pass a forged 
check worth $300.

I Interviewed both offenders, separately, in jail. 
The two had been living together, but had never been 
legally married. Mrs. Croft, eighteen years of age. Is 
the mother of a two and a half year old daughter. Hr. 
Homan claimed he was the father of the child, but In 
the Interview with Mrs. Croft she related that she had 
been raped three years ago and tat incident produced the 
child, Mrs. Croft said she was presently married to a 
man in Pennsylvania from whom she Is trying to obtain a 
divorce. Her legal husband Is not the father of the 
child. Mr. Homan and Mrs. Croft came to Arizona on the 
promise of employment from her brother. when they 
arrived In Tucson her brother had left town. They could 
find no permanent employment and went from one temporary 
job to another, until in desperation they attempted to 
cash a check they had found on a neighbor’s car seat
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in order to obtain funds to return to Pennsylvania to 
their home. They both had formerly been employed by 
Mr. Homan’s father in a printing establishment. A 
letter came from Mr. Homan’s mother While I was inter
viewing him. The letter expressed a desire on the fam
ily* s part to help the two offenders. The mother oould 
not understand why they were in trouble, since none of 
the large family had ever been in any trouble. The 
letter portrayed a large, hardworking, farm family.
The mother expressed a desire for her son to return 
to the print shop and to his former employment as the 
manager of the shop. Mr. Homan* s father had phoned the 
probation office and said that money would be forth
coming for the return trip of the two offenders and 
the child if they were to be released.

I conferred with the welfare worker in charge of 
the two and a half year old daughter. The child had 
been taken into custody of the Welfare Department when 
Mrs. Croft and Mr. Homan were arrested. The welfare 
worker related that the child had been neglected and 
that the clothes she had been wearing were contaminated 
with filth and bugs. The child had been placed in a 
foster home until such time as the cases of Mrs. Croft 
and Mr. Homan were disposed of in court. The welfare 
worker intimated that the child might not be returned
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to the parents because of the extreme neglect*

MAY 26. I960
I wrote the pre-sentence report for the Homan Case* 

In view of his clean record, his expressed desire to 
return,to Pennsylvania to his home and his work, and 
hia evident concern for his alleged wife and child, I 
recommended probation*

I wrote the pre-sentence report for the Croft Case*
I recommended probation for Mrs* Croft* She had not 
been In trouble before, and stated that she had not been 
able to care for her daughter properly because of lack 
of finances* I suggested In my recommendation that both 
offenders were victims of circumstances in their venture 
to Arizona to find employment• I felt they should be 
permitted to return home, with their .child* I noted in 
the report that Hr* Homan*s father intended to wire the 
money for their return trip to Pennsylvania*

I conferred with the welfare worker about the child* 
She said the child would be returned to the parents if 
they were to be placed on probation and would return to 
their home in Pennsylvania* I stated to her that pro
bation had been recommended and that money was to be 
wired from Mr* Homan*s father for the return trip*

I had a conference with Mrs, Baldwin’s minister,
(see Diary for May 25) He spoke in behalf of her family
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stating that he had known the family for many years.
He said that none of the family had ever been In any 
difficulty and asked what he could do to help Mrs.
Baldwin get placed on probation. I stated to him that 
the pre-sentence report and been completed and that 
the delay appeared to be on the part of Mrs. Baldwin’s 
attorney. He said he would speak to the attorney and 
would let mekknow If any progress was made.

MAY 27. I960
The Bookman Case (see Diary for entry on May 25)' 

was brought before the court for sentencing. Both 
Bookman and his attorney made a verbal plea before the 
judge explaining the offender*s critical diabetic con
dition. The offender stated that all he needed to re
form was just one more chance. Mr. Bookman was sentenced 
to a three to five year term in the Arizona State Prison.

I called on Mr. Homan,(see Diary for entries on 
May 25 and 26) in jail, at his request. He wanted to 
be sure that someone was available to talk with his 
father on the phone if he should call. I assured hime 
that our office had already been in contact with his 
father and that someone would be available at all times 
should his father call again.

The assistant chief and I visited the Arizona 
Childrens* Home with which the assistant chief has close
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ties# I met the executive director and she explained 
some of the program of the Home to me.

MAY 31. I960
I observed court proceedings. The Homan Case and 

the Croft Case were brought before the court for senten
cing. (see Diary for entry on May 25) Both offenders 
received a two year suspended sentence and were placed 
on probation.

I conferred with the welfare worker about the 
childi I informed her that the two offenders had been 
granted probation. She said she would bring the child 
to the probation office* -

The chief probation officer and 1 visited the 
Welfare Department to obtain a permit for charity bus 
tickets for the two offenders and the child to return 
to their home in Pennsylvania.

I obtained jail releases for Mr. Homan and Mrs. 
Croft and accompanied them to the probation office 
where they were re-united with their child*

I went to the police station to obtain Mrs. Croft*s 
drivers license which the detectives had taken from her 
at the time of her arrest. The police had no record of 
the license and could not locate It. It appeared that 
the license was never turned in to the police property 
department. •



The chief probation officer and I accompanied Mr&• 
Homan and Mrs* Croft to the bus depot and obtained their 
tickets with the money wired to us by Mr. Homan1s father# 
We were able to get a twenty percent reduction on the 
price with the charity ticket permit granted by the 
Welfare Department#

JUNE 1. I960
I worked on the Baldwin Case, (see Diary for Hay 

23) I phoned the County Attorney’s office and Hr#
Podret, a deputy attorney, stated that his office was 
ready to proceed with the case. I conferred with Judge 
Boylston and he stated that neither the offender’s attorn
ey nor the County Attorney’s office had contacted him 
about the case# He stated that he would be willing to 
to rule on the case later that same day if the offender’s 
attorney could be contacted. I could not contact the 
attorney, so the case was prolonged another day.

I accompanied the assistant chief on field visits.
We called on an eighteen year old Mexican boy who was 
on probation for theft. He was not at home, but his 
mother Informed us that he had gone to Los Angeles and 
she had not heard from him in several weeks. She was 
very cordial to us and appeared very concerned about her 
son. She said she would let us know when she heard from 
him.
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We called at the home of Mr* Sanchez9 a nineteen 

year old, on probation for writing checks with no account* 
He had recently been accused of passing another bogus 
check* He was innocently Involved, however, since he 
had been given the check as wages and did not know It 
was worthless* He stated that he would come in to the 
office the following day to discuss the check situation 
and his employment*

I was introduced to members of the South Tucson 
police foroe, t]§t the city cleric of South Tucson, and 
other office personnel of that city. The captain of 
the police force showed us through the new addition of 
the South Tucson city building.

JUNE 2. I960 ■
I interviewed Mrs. Baldwin in Jail. (see Diary for 

June l) She stated that her lawyer had not been to see 
* her for several days and she felt he was not very help
ful in handling her case'. Mm. Baldwin appeared consider
ably more settled and less nervous than in the previous 
interviews* She related to me that, perhaps, the stay 
In Jail had been good for her. She asked me to do what 
I could to get her case settled as soon as possible.

I talked with Mrs* Baldwin’s attorney and the County 
Attorney and it was decided to have Mrs* Baldwin appear 
before Judge BqZLston the following day.



I accompanied the assistant chief on field visits.
The first three probationers on which we called were 
not at home. We called on a sixty*three year old pro
bationer, Mr. Clancy, who was on probation for having 
narcotics in his possession. He complained about his 
physical condition and stated that he was presently 
unemployed. He received us cordially onto the porch, 
but'did not Invite us into the house. Two loud barking, 
vicious looking dogs rushed but of the house when he 
opened the door. He talked to us through the soreetess, 
screen door and opened It only enough to let the dogs 
out.

JUNE 3. I960
I observed a court session during which one man 

was placed on probation. He had given a contractor a 
check which the contractor agreed not to cash until an 
agreed date, but the contractor cashed It earlier and 
there were no funds to cover the check.

At a second court session the same day Mrs, Baldwin* s 
case was brought before the court for both a change of 
plea from not guilty to guilty and for sentencing. The 
court placed Mr. Baldwin on probation to continue for 
a five year period,

I talked with Mrs. Baldwin’s parents and her attorney 
following the court session. We agreed that I would



accompany Mrs, Baldwin to her home as soon as I could 
obtain a jail release for her, I obtained a release 
for her and accompanied her from the jail to the pro
bation office where the rules and purposes of probation 
were explained to her. Rules Mrs. Baldwin was advised 
to follow Included keeping reasonable hours, living at 
the home of her parents, reporting to the probation 
office every two weeks, keeping honest employment, and 
not visiting her husband in the Arizona State Prison 
until she obtained permission from the chief probation 
officer.

X drove Mrs. Baldwin to the home of her parents 
in South Tucson. Her conversation included stataents 
such as "I can’t believe it’s really over," and "I 
hope my mother doesn’t cry when I get there." I talk
ed with her parents about the terms of the probation, 
explaining the rules that had been given in the above 
conference with Mrs, Baldwin. '

At various intervals during the day I helped the 
assistant chief work on a statistical report composed 
of vital data from the files on the probationers making 
up the caseload. Information including age, sex, race, 
marital status, offense committed, education, length of 
the probationary period, and the expiration date of pro
bation was gleaned from the files and transferred to a
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master sheet to aid In the preparation of the statisti
cal report# - •

JUNE 6. I960
I worked all day on the preparation of the 

statistical report#
- ' . ' ' ; .. ■ ■ ■ . : \  ; ••

JUNE 7# I960 • • -
I observed court proceedings# Probation was re

voked for one offender and he was sentenced to a four 
to five year term In the Arizona State Prison. Sentence 
was passed on another offender whom the assistant chief 
had investigated. He was sentenced to a four to five 
year term In the State Prison. Five cases were arraign
ed# Since all five offenders plead not guilty, trial 
dates were set for the five oases#
— - I received a phone call from Mrs* Baldwin (see Diary
for entry on June 3) and her mother. Mrs. Baldwin had 
been assured of her former job, but when she arrived 
at the establishment she was refused employment by the 
new manager# He said that since she was on probation 
he thought It best that she not return to her former 
job and former fellow associates. Mrs. Baldwin's mother 
stated to me over the phone that her daughter did not 
have to work, but she felt she would be better satis
fied if she had employment* I suggested the two of
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of them ooae to the office the following day to discuss 
the unemployment problem, that perhaps our office could 
be of help. They agreed and an appointment was made.

The assistant chief and I went to visit Miss Garcia 
(see Diary for entry on May 9) at her home. Thus far 
our office had not been informed of the nature of the 
disposition of her case in the Denver courts. Kiss 
Garcia was not at home, tie left a message for her to 
come to the office.

I continued working on the files adding to the 
statistical X'dport being compiled by the probation 
office#

JUNE 8. I960
I received a phone call from Mrs. Baldwin, (see 

Diary for entry on June 7) She stated that she had pro
cured a job at a local drug store as a counter girl.
She was assigned the midnight shift. She was very 
pleased that she had found the job on her own. She 
asked if she would need to come in to the office for 
the appointment. I advised her she would not need to 
come since she had secured a position.

I accompanied the assistant eh&#f on field visits, 
tie called on a Negro family where the father Is on pro
bation for burglary. The mother and children were at 
home and received us apprehensively at first, but rapport
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was soon established when the two and a half year old, 
food covered face, daughter came over to me and hugged 
me tightly.

We called at a Mexican home where we delivered a 
check for child support. The father does not live at 
home} he pays for support of the children through the 
probation office.

A call was made to the home of a young man on 
probation for having written checks with no account.
He was not at home, but he visited our office later 
in the day to report that everything was going well, 
that he was working steady, and living at the same 
address. >

We visited Mrs. Madero, a Mexican woman ready to 
have a child any,day. No one in the family is on pro
bation, however, the assistant chief probation officer 
considers the family "extra curricular*’ since he has 
known the family many years. Mrs, Madero stated that 
she would be delivered by a midwife who lives nearby* 
The assistant chief told Mrs* Madero that he would 
obtain a layette from the Bed Cross for the new baby.

, We called on Mr. Biser. He has been on probation 
several years for Illegal business transactions. Be
fore we stopped at the house the assistant chief told 
me the probationer preferred to be called Heavy as a
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nickname and that 1 would understand why when I saw 
him* I discovered Mr. Riser-Weighed 350 pounds and‘-V"
though cordial, his conversation was colorfully inter
spersed with swear words. He stated that he planned 
to leave this state and go to Missouri where he was 
going into "business for himself. He was very bitter 
toward the people of Tucson and stated he had been 
cheated*here in his construction business. He appear
ed to have much confidence In the probation officer 
and confided in him about his business.

JUNE 9. I960
I visited the Bed Cross with the assistant chief*

I was Introduced to many of the staff personnel and 
was shown, through the building by the director of home 
service* We obtained.a layette from her for Mrs*

- i ‘ * t '

Madero.(soe Diary for entry on June 8) We delivered
the layette to her hornet .

. . .  1 *We called on an out of state probationer for whom
our office assumed supervision for California. He was 
at work* We talked with his mother. She stated that 
he is working steady and doing as.well as could be ex
pected.

We called on a twenty year old probationer, also 
on probation from California. We spoke with his mother- 
in-law who at first appeard to want to discover
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something that would be considered a violation for her
son-in-law. She related to us that her daughter and the

. .

probationer had separated and she did not want them to 
try^to make namends since she felt her son-in-law was 
not well "enough adjusted to take care of his wife and 
and baby. She asked if it were possible to obtain 
psychiatric examination and treatment for her son-ln- 
law. We questioned her concerning why she felt he 
needed psychiatric help. She was vague In her explan
ation; it appeared as though the major problem in the 
family situation was the mother-in-law. A phone call 
later in the day from the probationer revealed that 
he and his wife were together and were on their way to 
a small Arizona town where he had found employment if 
the probation office would grant permission for him to 
leave town.. Permission was granted.

JUNE 10. I960
I worked on the statistical report which the pro

bation office is compiling.
I accompanied the assistant chief on field visits. 

We visited Mrs. Cohen in Sablno Alley. Sabine is also 
known as "prostitute alley" since the street is lined 
with houses of ill repute. Mrs. Cohen is on probation 
for writing checks with no account. She is making 
restitution but at a very slow pace.
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A visit was made to Hr. Lynn* a young mah of nine
teen on probation for car theft. He Is on probation to

- ■ X . ■- "■ : : :California, but our office has assumed supervision for 
him. He had stolen and abandoned thirty-three auto
mobiles before his arrest in Los Angeles County. He 
was not at home, but the mother of the family with 
which he was living related that he had steady employ
ment. She asked if it were possible for him to get 
into the Navy. T&e probation officer stated that It is 
possible but not very probable to get a probationer Into 
the Navy since the armed services are reluctant to accept 
anyone,who has been convicted of a felony.

Two more calls were made, but neither probationer 
was at home. ,

JUNE 13. I960
X accompanied the chief probation officer to 

municipal court. He often attends municipal court to 
discern If any probationers have been brought in by 
the city police, particularly on weekends. The court 
was filled with thirty-five men, all charged with 
drunkness. These thirty-five were brought in from the 
jail by police officers. I was Informed, that, since 
this was a Monday there would probably be two more 
groups of the same size brought in upon disposal of 
the cases of the first group. A weekend produces a
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larger group than a normal one day turnover. The 
offenders appeared to be In the lees favored socio
economic class| many of them Indians or Mexicans. The 
most common sentence for a charge of drunkeness Is 
#20 fine or twenty days In jail.

I accompanied the assistant chief on field visits. 
Me visited Mr. Bamsey, a man of twenty-one years, on 
probation for burglary. He was an out of state pro
bationer for whom our office has assumed supervision.
His landlady Informed us that he had moved the previous 
week. She gave us his new address and we called there. 
His new address was upstairs at a run down adobe house. 
No one answered the door, but a lady with a thick accent 
.*caae' out from the downstairs apartment and informed us 
that Mr, Bamsey had gone out and she did not know his 
whereabouts. She stated that she was his new landlady. 
Me did not disclose bur Identity.

We called at the Lester home. David, one of eleven 
. ;tihildren, Is bn probation for car theft. Mrs. Lester 

said that David is working at a nearby nursery for 
seventy-five cents an hour. ' Mrs. Lester asked what the 
conditions were if a probationer wanted to get married. 
The probation officer stated that the probationer would 
have to get permission from the probation officer, Mrs. 
Lester said that David had mentioned marriage, but she 
felt that his salary of seventy-five cents an hour could
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not support a wife and pay the debts he owed. The 
probation officer said that he would talk with David 
about the marriage plans and advise him against such 
a step. The probation officer discussed the prospects 
of the younger children Joining the YMCA and YWCA. The 
children expressed Interest and we agreed to obtain in
formation about the summer programs of the YMCA and 
the YWCA.

We visited the *WCA and were directed to a city 
park where a day camp was in session. The director 
said she would be happy to hay# the fourteen year old 
daughter and the eightfcyear old son of the Lester
family participate In the day camp program.

' , . - . '* ' ' - ' ' ' \

JUNE 14. I960 •' 1
I observed the court session. Probation was re

voked for one probationer. He had another charge pend
ing so he was detained in the county Jail and the date 
for sentencing was passed for one week. Pour persons 
were arraigned, all plead not guilty. Trial dates were 
set for all four offenders. Two oases were passed one 
week for appointment of attorneys. , *

The assistant chief and I visited the YMCA where 
arrangements were made for the ten and twelve year old 
Lester boys to join the Y program through complimentary 
memberships.
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1 accompanied the assistant chief on field visits# 
We called at the home of Hr# Samson, a twenty-five year 
old man, on probation for burglary# He was not at home,
but his wife said she would have him come to the office#

;■ \ . ■

She stated that he m s  working steady#

JUNE 15. I960
The assistant chief and I called at the Lester 

home to Inform the family that arrangements had been 
made for the children to participate in the summer pro
grams of the YWCA and the YHCA.

I was assigned the Sears Case and the Hackensack 
Case# I interviewed both offenders in the Jail# The 
offenders are brothers-in-law# They had come from

‘ ; t
Phoenix to look for better employment they had heard 
about from a fried living in Tucson# Mr. Sears, twenty- 
one years old, stated that he is married and has two 
daughters,' ages two and four. He explained that he 
has a Job In Phoenix working a night shift but had come 
to Tucson to look for a better Job* On the way to 
Tucson the oar he was driving needed radiator repair#
He spent all available funds for oar repair and arrived 
penniless in Tucson. He wrote a check with no account 
to obtain funds to return to Phoenix. This offense was 
the first for Mr# Sears, He stated that In desperation 
he wrote the check not thinking of the consequences.



The offender said that a letter from his wife Indicated 
that he could return to hie former employment Sfhe were 
granted probation*

During the interview with Mr. Hackensack I learned 
that he had accompanied Hr* Sears from Phoenix to Tucson 
to look for better work. Mr. Hackensack, twenty-two 
years old, Is married and has three children, the young
est of which was boro two weeks ago while Mr. Hacken
sack was. in jail* He stated that unless he was - released 
from jail and allowed to return to his family the Wel&re 
would probably take the children, since there would be 
mosmeans of support. He also said that his wife needed 
an operation and would be going to the hospital as soon 
as he could return home to care for the children. He 
said that, he was behind in payments on his house trail
er and there was a possibility that it might bereposs- 
ed unless he could soon be re-employed. He expressed 
that. If he would lose his family he might just as well 
go to prisonV since.he would have nothing for which to 
live. He stated that.he had both a juvenile record and 
ah adult record including attempted theft and robbery.
He related that he was an only child and that his father 
had died when he was a small boy. His mother had re
married soon after his father’s death and there had 
been much drinking and figthing in the home. He said 
that now, he was not on speaking terms with his mother,

57
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and he planned never to return to see her In Ohio#
He expressed again that his wife and children meant a 
lot to him and that he’d do anthing to be able to re
turn to them# He stated that the checks he had written 
with no accountftere for the purpose of obtaining groc
eries for his family and clothes for his wife to wear 
to the hospital to have the baby.

I obtained the files for both cases from the 
County Attorney’s office and studied the offender’s 
statements that had been given to the arresting officers

JUNE 16. I960
I accompanied the assistant chief to transport the 

Lester children to the YWCA and the XHCA. (see Diary 
for entry on June 15) '

I wrote the pre-sentence report for the Sears 
Case# (see Diary for Hay 15) In view of his family 
situation, his clear record, and bis expressed desire 
to try to conduct hhself as a good citizen, X felt he 
should not ’be incarcerated# Since hia offense had been 
reduced to a misdemeanor, I recommended time served#
He has been in jail almost thirty days. An individual ' 
charged with a misdemeanor is sometimes given probation, 
but in many cases receives a jail sentence. A time 
served sentence means that an Individual is released 
from jail the day of sentence and the term is considered
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to have begun the day of arrest•
I visited Mr. Hackensack, in jail, at his request*

He wanted to make sure that the Judge was aware that
- ' ' • • :he had written four checks not exceeding thirty dollars*
He was under the Impression that he was charged with 
only one check* X explained that the probation office 
was aware of the four checks and would note the writing 
of all four in the report to the Judge*

JtJNE 17. I960
I wrote the pre-sentence report for the Hackensack 

Case* (see Diary for entry on May 15) I recommended 
time served* The offender had a previous record, but 
I felt he was sincere in his desire to return to and 
provide for his family* - The possibility of incarceration, 
in his case, appeared to be the wrong solution^ or no 
solution, to the problem*

I accompanied the assistant chief on field visits*
The field visits for this day were for the specific
purpose of checking on a case to be brought before the
court for revocation of probation* Mr* Ely had been
placed on probation after conviction on the charge of
writing cheeks with no account. He continued to write
checks with no account after being granted probation.

■ . , . - , - 
He wa# arrested and detained in the Jail until the court
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was to hear hie case the following Tuesday. We checked 
on the stories he told us about the checks and found all 
of the stories to be untrue. One check Mr. Ely had 
cashed had been a Welfare check belonging to an elderly 
blind woman. He stated that she had employed him to do 
some work for her and had given him her check to cash 
and return eighty of the ninety dollars, the ten to be 
paid him for his work. The blind woman stated that she 
did not know Mr. Ely and that she had not received her 
Welfare cheek. The Welfare Department had sent the 
check to the wrong address. No one could determine how 
Mr. Ely obtained the check unless he removed It from the 
mailbox of thw wrong address. In our Investigation we 
discovered the house to be vacant where the check had 
been sent.

JUNE 20. I960
Since the secretary of the probation office Is on 

a two day vacation, I assisted with some of the .work 
In the office, Including answering the phone, posting 
reported facts on the probationers to the card file, 
and receiving callers*

I had a conference with an investigator of the 
New York Central Railroad. He was Investigating David 
Atcheson, one of our probationers. Atoheson had written 
a check in New York State for the purpose of obtaining
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funds to return to Tucson. The check was a bogus one. 
At the time of his arrest and prosecution In Tucson, 
no charges had been filed against him for the check 
written In New York State. The court ordered restitu
tion for the checks written In Tucson, but took no 
action on the check written In New York State. The 
railroad Investigator was trying to collect the money 
on the check written In New York State for the train 
ticket.

Mrs. Capistrano called at the office to obtain the 
name and address of the attorney in Phoenix represent#
Ing her son on a narcotics charge. He son was to be

'

brought to Tucson where the Superior Court was to sent
ence him for the narcotics charge. Mrs. Capistrano 
expected the court to commit her son to the Arizona 
State Hospital.

The assistant chief and I visited the Madero 
residence to deliver some clothing we had obtained 
for the family. We found no one at home. We assumed 
that Mrs. Madero was In the hospital to deliver her 
child.

We called on Mrs. Sanders, a probationer of thlity 
years of age, on probation for using narcotics. The 
occupant of the address stated that the Sanders family 
had moved over a year ago and he did not know where 
the family had gone.
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JUNE 21« I960
I discussed the Sears Case and the Hackensack Case 

with Judge RqUeton in his chamber before court convened# 
(see Diary for entry on June 15) The judge agreed with 
my recommendation for time served for Hr# Sears# He 
stated that | since Hr. Hackensack had a record he was 
not sure Hackensack deserved such a light sentence as 
time served# After we further discussed the family 
situation, that of Mr# Sears and Hr# Hackdnsack being 
married to sisters and both having small children, the 
judge agreed to give both offenders another chance and 
Impose.a light sentence, that of time served.

I observed the court session during which my two 
oases, Sears and Hackensack, were.brought before the 
court for sentence# Both offenders were sentenced to 
time served# Probation was revoked for one of the pro
bationers# (see Diary for entry on June 1? concerning 
Hr# Ely) Hr# Ely was sentenced to three to five years 
in the Arizona. State Prison. Probation was revoked for 
another probationer who had violated his probation# He, 
also, was sentenced to a three to five year term in the 
Arizona State Prison# Six new cases were arraigned, 
three cases continued for one week, and three set for 
trial#
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I obtained jail releases for Mr, Sears and Kr, 
Hackensack and accompanied them to the probation office. 
The chief probation officer gave me ten dollars with 
which to buy bus tickete for the two new probationers 
to get to Phoenix, I accompanied the two probationers 
to the bus depot. After purchasing their ticketsf I 
talked with them about their families and their probation. 
They assured me the ten dollars would be repaid as soon 
as they received their first pay check.

An F,B,I, agent called at the office. His purpose 
ms to inquire into the background of a certain Individ
ual who had made application for the federal service.
The individual had stated in his application that he 
had been arrested in Tucson in 1950 and had been placed 
on probation, I checked the files and conferred with 
the chief probation officer, but could find no record of 
the individual’s probation, I advised the agent to check 
at the court olerk’s office for the Information he de
sired,

I remained at the office to accept telephone and 
office calls in the absence of the secretary,

JUNE 22. I960
I was assigned the Sabor Case, I obtained the 

County Attorney’s file and read the case to become 
familiar with the facts of the case, Mr, Sabor, a
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twenty-three year old Indian youth 9 was charged with 
assault with a deadly weapon. The youth had gotten 
into a fight with another Indian youth and had stabbed 
him with a pocket knife in the midst of what was de
scribed as a drunken brawl. The charge had been re
duced to assault with intent to commit a felony, a 
charge which man be treated as either a felony or as , 
a misdemeanor. The statments, as given to the deputy 
sheriff in AJo where the incident occurred, of both 
offender and plaintiff, disclosed that, both youths 
were drunk at the time of the fight. They had staxted 
drinking at 12s00 noon and the fight occurred at 6*30 
p.m. and they admitted to have been drilling the whole
timej starting at noon. The fight occurred In the

/  : ’ • , .Brass Knob Bar in AJo.
I interviewed the .offender in the county Jail. He 

related the facts of the case to me in broken English, 
describing the fight as a drunken brawl when both partiest •>
and several onlookers were very drunk. He said he did 
not remember having stabbed the plaintiff with a knife , 
but that he was so drunk he may have without knowing 
it. Mr* Saber related that he usually drank heavily, 
especially when he was laid off from work. At the time 
of the fight he had just received his pay from the 
Phelps Dodge Mining Corporation where he had been working



as a conveyor oiler. Mr# Sabor told me of his childhood. 
He hod been sent to live with an aunt at an early age 
when his parents were divorced. He lived with the aunt/
i . - . / -/'/%/ 'until he completed the ninth grade In school at which
time the aunt Insisted he quit school and go to work.
He left the home of hi s aunt and i^tunaeT tq,-Mve with sf 
- ' . ' 
his mother and step-father. He' said that both his aunt
and his mother were very poor and he had had a "rough* 
childhood# The offender was reluctant to talk of the 
Incident involving the knife. He said he could not re
member what happened* .

I was assigned the Serta Case. . I obtained the 
file and ascertained the5 facts of the casei Mr* Serta 
was charged with grand theft* having stolen tires from 
the Apache Tire Company aid then sold them to a local 
service stations Mr# Serta was released on bond* I 
contacted his lawyer* asking him to bring or send Mr*. 
Serta to the probation office for an Interview* The 
lawyer stated that he would try to oontaet Mr. Serta*

JUNE 23# I960
i ' , ' ■ ' • - -I wrote the pre-sentence report for the Sabor Case. 

Since the county attorney, the lawyer representing Mr* 
Saborj and the Judge had already conferred on the case 
and were considering a time served sentence unless the 
probation office found addition facts in the case to

65
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warrant otherwise, I recommended a time served sentence# 
The offender had "been in jail almost three months# Iti 
the Investigation I found no additional information 
that would alter the recommenedation•

I observed a municipal court session# During my 
observation, three oases were brought before the court, 
all three for drunkeneas and disorderliness, or drunk- 
eness and disturbing the peace#

•xThe ohibf probation officer took me on a tour of 
the Juvenile probation office and detention home. This 
was my, first visit to Mother Higgins Home. One of the 
probation officers showed me through the building and 
explained parts of the program to me.

I accompanied the assistant chief on field visits.
We called at the home of Mrs# Davis# We discovered that 
she had moved since we found the house vacant* We call
ed at the Madero home to leave the tibthes we had taken 
on June 15 when we found no one at home# The family was 
at home and received us cordially. Mrs. Madero had given 
birth to a six pound baby girl on June 16# The home is 
located very close to a Junk yard and garbage.dump. The 
house is quite modestly furnished but clean and well 
kept on the inside# The outside didn’t look very much 
different than the Junk yyarrd, with scrap iron and Junk 
lying near the house. Mrs* Madero was grateful for the 
the clothes we had taken for the children.
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JUNE 24. I960
I observed a court session. Two Indian youths, 

ages sixteen and seventeen, that had been bound over 
from juvenile court to Superior Court, were placed on 
probation, each for a five year period. The youths 
had plead guilty to a charge of robbery. They had 
beaten and robbed an elderly Indian man. The total 
amount received in the robbery was seventy-six cents.

The assistant chief and I drove the two Indian 
youths to their homes on the Papago Reservation near 
San Xavier Mission. The families received the youths 
very cordially and affectionately. The parents of the 
boys expressed their appreciation for our part in bring
ing the boys home.

JUNE 27, I960
I learned that Mr. Serta (see Diary for entry on 

June 22) had six charges against him from the city 
court, including petty theft, drunk driving, shoplift
ing, speeding, and two charges of failing to appear in 
court, Mr. Serta was being detained in the city jail.
I was informed that the Superior Court would continue 
their case of grand theft against him until the city 
disposed of its several charges against him.
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David Atcheeon came In to the office to report#
(see Diary for entry on Hay 1?) He brought receipts 
to show he is making restitution on hie checks written 
with no account#

I accompanied the assistant chief on a field In
vestigation# Mr. Holmes, presently In jail awaiting 
sentence on a charge of contributing to the delinquency 
of a minor. Is a member of the armed services with a 
wife and two children# Mr# Holmes Impregnated a teen
age girl, originally claiming he had married her# Since 
this would have been bigamy, he then denied having married 
the girl. He then was charged with statutory rape.
The county attorney had reduced the charge to the con
tributing to the delinquency of a minor# We called at 
the teenager*s home but found her not there# A neighbor 
Informed us that the girl had gone to Phoenix to live 
with her mother#

The assistant chief and I made a field visit to 
see Mr# Miles who lives at the home of his married sister, 
their home being on the Davis-Monthan Air Force Base*
Mr. Miles, a new probationer, on probation for writing 
bogus checks, was not at home, nor was any other asober 
of the family.

I accompanied the assistant chief to deliver a check 
for child support to a Mexican family# The father of
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the family does not live at home, but pays for the 
support of the children through the probation office*

JUNE 28. I960
I observed a court session In Superior Court* Mr. 

Saber's case (see Diary for June 22 entry) was brought 
before the court for sentencing. He was given a time 
served sentence and released from custody. Mr. Holmes 
(see Diary for pntry on June 27) was sentenced to the 
Arizona State Prison for a two to three year term on 
the charge of contributing to the delinquency of a minor. 
Several other oases were arraigned» trial dates set for 
these pleading not guilty. The Serta Case was continued 
for one week, (see Diary for entries on June 22 and June 
2?) Serta was now In the county jail, having been trans
ferred from the city jail.

I Interviewed Mr. Serta In the jail. The offend
er, a twenty-seven year old Spanlsh-Amerlcan, was charg
ed with grand theft. He stole tires from the Apache 
Tire Company and sold them to a service station. While 
he was out on bond he was apprehended by the city police 
for drunk driving, shoplifting, petty theft, driving 
without aulioense, speeding, and failing to appear In 
city court. His fiance had provided money for the bond, 
but had It withdrawn when she and the offender had a
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falling outs During the Interview Mr* Serta stated 
that he had stolen the tires to obtain funds to buy 
narcotics to ease the pain resulting from an operation 
he had undergone when he was In the Army In Korea* He 
also related that he had gone, willingly, to a hospital 
and had been cured of the narcotics addiction, but had 
kept on stealing the tires. Mr. Serta said his family, 
four brothers and two sisters, had rejected him since 
the time of his drug addiction and would not even talk 
to him when they come to visit their elderly parents.
The offender said that his family meant a great deal to 
him, and he was depressed and lonely when he was not 
included In family activities. He asked me to visit his 
parents and ask them to bring him some clean clothes, 
especially for court the following week. He pleaded for 
probation, saying he would get all of his bills paid and 
his difficulties solved and would like to continue work
ing at a telvislon repair shop where he had been work
ing part time before his arrest.

I accompanied the assistant chief to transport the
Lester children from their home to the YMCA. They were
going on an overnight camping trip with a group of boys from
from the YMCA.

An Interesting incident occurred in the probation 
office. An offender, a drug addict, charged with armed
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robbery to obtain drugs• came Into the officet accompanied 
by his wife and their attorney* The attorney and the pro
bation officer where discussing the possibility of hav
ing the offender committed to a hospital for his narcotics 
addiction* During the conference the wife, an epileptic, 
had an attach of epilepsy* The attack was a mild one; 
the attorney laterrexplained, that, perhaps she purpose
ly brought on the attack to invoke sympathy for her 
husband* I learned later, from a nurse, that a mild 
attack may be purposely brought on by an epileptic*

JUNE 29. I960
I observed a court session* The man charged with 

armed robbery (see Diary for entry on June 28) was brought 
before the court* His attorney and the probation officer 
had agreed that the best solution to the case was to have 
the offender committed to a federal narcotics hospital. 
The judge suspended sentence for a period of five years, 
with the condition that he, the offender, be admitted 
to the narcotios hospital on his own free will* The 
offender had robbed a local drug store to obtain drugs.

I called on Nr* Serta*s parents at their home, (see 
Diary for entry on June 28) He had requested that I 
bring some clothes from his home, or ask his father to 
bring them, to wear While he is in jail. Serta* s father 
answered the door, opening it only enough to see out.
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and said that he could not visit his son in Jail. He 
appeared bothered that X had called, but said he would 
get some clothes ready and I oould pick them up the 
following day. I said I would come for them the next 
day. He was an elderly gentleman, very hard of hear
ing, and since he dldn*t invite me into the house, it 
appeared as though we were shouting to each other. I 
was standing outside the house on the dirt street talk
ing to him through the crack in the door.

The assistant chief and I made field visits. The 
address did not exist for the first probationer we 
attempted to visit. The next probationer had moved, 
and we found only a vacant house. Another probationer 
was not at home. For the past few weeks the temperature 
has been between 103 and 113 degrees during the after
noons when we have made field visits.

We went to the YHCA to transport the Lester child
ren to their home after their overnight camping exper
ience.

JUNE 30. I960
I had a conference with Detective Bernal of the 

sheriff*s department. He said he would like to see Hr. 
Serta (see Diary for entry on June 28) placed on pro
bation so he oould be used to testify against two men 
Involved with him in the tire theft. Hr. Bernal said
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he then would be able to charge Mr. Serta with another 
grand theft charge at which time Sert|a could be sent to 
prison. I reminded the detective that the principles 
Involved in probation were designed to regard offenders 
as indlvludals and no matt er what the offense, the 
offende® should be treated as individuals and not as 
objects to be used,

I oonfesed with Mr. Serta*s lawyer. He had brought 
Mr, Hale, Mr. Serta* s former employer at the television 
repair shop, to discuss Serta*s chances for probation. 
Mr. Hale expressed the desire to re-employ the offend
er and said he felt that no one had ever taken any 
Interest in Mr. Serta and he would like to give him 
an opportunity to make good. I explained that I could 
not reveal the nature of my recommendation, but that I 
felt Mr. Serta* s chances for probation were not very 
good since he had not done very well while he was out 
on bond. He had gotten into so much trouble with the 
city police while out on bond, I feared his troubles 
would continue if herwere placed on probation.

I went to Mr. Serta* s home to obtain the clothes 
his father said he would have ready for me to take to 
the offender in jail* No one answered the door, but I 
oould hear someone Inside the house. I was persistent 
in knocking, but still no one came to the door.
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The assistant chief and I visited the Carnation 
Ice Cream Company where we were presented with three 
gallons of Ice cream to be used at the Arizona Child
rens Home. We then delivered the Ice cream to the 
Home.

JULY 1. I960
I prepared the pre-sentence report for the Serta 

Case. I had planned to recommend a light prison sent
ence for the offender. I felt that since he had been 
Involved in so much trouble, that he could not resolve 
by being given probation, a one year prison term appear
ed to be the best solution* After his release, then 
he could start anew and not be involved in the problems 
that would continue were he to be placed on probation. 
The year in prison would keep him free of narcotics, 
and apart from his former associates.

Detective Bernal came into our office again and 
further explained that unless Mr. Serta was placed on 
on probation, he would file a prior charge against Mr. 
Serta and with the prior charge would probably get a 
ten year prison term instead of a light sentence of one 
year.

I completed the presentence report, giving all the 
facts of the case, but leaving any recommendation to the 
honorable court.
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JULY 5. I960
I attended a court session In Superior Court. Sev

eral cases were arraigned, all offenders pleading not 
guilty, for which trial dates were set. No new cases 
were to be investigated by the probation department#
One offender was sentenced to the Arizona State Prison 
for a three to five year term on a charge of aggravated 
assault. Another offender was sentenced to the county 
jail for a six months period on the charge of leaving 
the scene of an accident. The case which I had handled 
came before the court for sentencing. Mr. Serta (see 
Diary for entry on July 1) was sentenced to the Arizona 
State Prison for a one to two year term. In discussing 
the case with Judge Roylston before court convened, it 
was explained how one of the detectives of the sheriff*s 
department had insisted that Mr. Serta be given probat* 
ion so he could be used to testify in two other oases. 
The detective had formerly stated that after Mr. Serta 
was granted probation, he then, would have another grand 
theft charge placed against him. The Judge agreed that 
such a "deal" was not even to be considered along with 
probation. The Judge agreed that a light sentence would 
be the beat solution to Mr. Serta*• case.

The ease involving an offender that was sentenced 
to the Arizona State Prison for a three to five year
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term for aggravated assault had some Interesting side
lights* The charge had been reduced from assault with 
a deadly weapon to aggravated assault* The chief pro
bation officer discovered in him investigation in the 
case that the county attorney had planned to make a 
"deal" with the offender's lawyer to not disclose all 
of the facts of the case to the judge* The facts were 
given clearly in the police report* The offender had 
picked a fight with another man and repeatedly stabbed 
the man with a large sharp knife. The offender’s F.B.l. 
report showed he had a long recordf all offenses similar# 
all assaults with deadly weapons* The county attorney 
planned not to provide a copy of the F*B*I* report for 
the judge. The chief probation officer revealed the facts 
to the judge and provided him with a copy of the F*B«I« 
report. Such maneuvering of the county attorney appears 
to be a political move in order to show a greater number 
of convictions in his political campaign* Reducing a 
charge often times brings a compromise on the part of 
the offender to plead guilty if the charge is reduced*

I assisted with some office work, posting infor
mation on the probationers to the card file. Informat
ion included reported facts on the probationers that 
had been mailed or phoned to our office, and information 
found on our field visits*
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JULY 6. I960
A letter case to our office from David Baldwin, 

husband of Delores Baldwin, one of our probationers*
David is presently serving an eight to ten year term 
in the Arizona Prison for robbery* His wife had been • 
an accomplice in the robbery. One of the conditions 
of her probation was that she not visit her husband at 
the prison without the permission of the chief probation 
officer. The letter was a plea for permission for his 
wife to come see him*

1 assisted with some office work. The first week • 
of every month is usually heavy with office work, since 
most probationers are required to report to the pro
bation office once a month, and most of them report 

’',‘'i''’v"’'"!'>'between the first and the tenth of the month. The office 
work entails mailing our report forms to the probationers, 
posting reported Information to the files, and planning 
home visits.

I asslted the assistant chief probation officer 
oh field visits. We visited the youngest probationer, 
a sixteen year old Indian youth living on the Papago 
Reservation near San Xavier Mission. He had been bound 
over to our Superior Court from juvenile court. The 
age of eighteen is the age when one is considered an * 
adult, but sometimes the offense determines how the case 
shall be handled. The youth was not at home, but we
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talked at great length with hia uncle with whom he • 
lives. The uncle Informed us that the boy had gone to 
Tucson to visit his mother, but he would be back that 
evening. The uncle expressed his thanks for our visit 
and said he would help the boy all he could to help 
keep him out of any further trouble. The boy was one 
of three Indian youths Involved In robbing an elderly 
Indian man. The total funds received In the robbery 
was seventy-slo cents. The uncle of the youth direct
ed us to the home of one of the older Papago women who 
Is of the few basket makers«of the tribe on their res
ervation. -

A field visit was made to a Spanish-American family 
where we delivered a check for child support. There are 
seven children In the family. The father pays for their 
support through the probation office.

Another field visit was made to the home of a nine
teen year old probationer on probation for burglary$ 
he was-not at home.

JULY 7. I960
I was assigned the Pleeherr Case. Mr. Plesher, a 

twenty-three year old, whtts Male, was charged with Il
legal possession of narcotics. The.offender, with two 
other boys, had been In Nogales, Mexico, and were caught 
for speeding on their way to Tucson. All three boys are
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residents of California* I Interviewed Mr* Flesher In 
the jail* He stated that he was drunk at the time he 
purchased the marijuana cigarettes in Nogales* The re
port of the customs officials revealed that Flesher was 
wanted in California for grand theft and suspected burg
lary* The offender admitted to having an F.B,I* record> 
but there was not time from the time he had been appre
hended for a copy of the report to come from Washington* 
The report of the customs officials also stated that 
the offender had been in a house of prostitution when a 
man approached him and asked him to buy the marijuana*
The offender denied having smoked any that he had pur
chased, but stated that he had during his two years in 
the Navy. He stated that he had received a bad conduct 
discharge. He had come to Tucson to look for work, but 
had found none. One of the three boys had been released, 
the other one involved is presently serving a jail sent
ence in the Nogales jail for a speeding charge. The 
case will be continued one week since it is necessary 
to await the arrival of the F.B.I. report. . The case 
would normally come up for sentencing on the coming Tues
day* ,

The case will be transferred to the volunteer, part- 
time probation officer, since I will terminate my intern
ship before .the case is brought before the court for dls-r
position.
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