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THE COLLEGE OF LAW 

BY DEAN J. BYRON McCoRMICK 

A r eview of the activities of the College of Law for the 
academic year 1940-41 will disclose nothing decidedly un
usual but will show substantial progress. The inroads of 
the National Defense program have been felt , but this is not 
peculiar to this college. It has been the common experience 
of all of the colleges of the University. The College of Law 
w ill next year, however, feel the effects of this program to 
a greater degree perhaps than the other colleges on the 
campus, for not only is the law student body made up almost 
exclusively of men but, excepting only the Graduate Col
lege, they are older on the average than the students of 
the other colleges and, with very few exceptions, are all 
presently register ed under the Selective Service Act. There 
is the pr obability that the law student body will next year 
be reduced to one half the current enrollment. No fault is 
found wit h this. The defense of the nation is of paramount 
importance. 

LAW COLLEGE REGISTRATION 

The recor ds show that there w er e seven ty-seven students 
enrolled in th e College of Law during the year. Thirty-three 
were classified as first year, twenty-two as second year, and 
twenty-two as third year law students. In addition there 
were thr ee students registered in other colleges of the Uni
versity, taking all or a part of their elective courses in law 
during their last year of wor k toward a degree in the other 
colleges. Twenty-two students were graduated with a law 
degree. 

These figures indicate a reduction in enrollment of seven 
students fr om that of the previous year. This was to be 
expected and is in accord with reduced enrollments prevail
ing in American law schools generally. Registrations in 
law sch ools have been decreasing for several years · as shown 
by enr ollment statistics which are published annually . Ag
gregate registrations of all of the law schools of the United 
States show a drop of nearly 3,000 for this year. The de
crease in the total law school registration during the past 
5 year s has been from 40,529 to 30,830 , or approximately 
10,000, and r epresents a 25 per cent reduction for this period 
in the number of students engaged in the study of law in 
this country. 
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STATE BAR EXAMINATION RECORDS 

For the second year in succession the College of Law was 
able to maintain a record of 100 per cent success on the Ari
zona state bar examination. Fourteen of its graduates took 
the bar examination in July, 1940, and all of these were 
successful. Calvin Evans of this law school ranked second 
on the examination. Four took the midyear bar examina
tion in January of this year with a perfect record, while the 
results of applicants generally on this examination showed 
only 60 per cent successful. First and second places on this 
examination went to two graduates of the College of Law, 
Hal Cowan and Robert Murlless, respectively. Two gradu
ates met with equal success on the bar examinations of other 
states, one in California and the other in Wisconsin. While 
the unusual success experienced with the bar examination 
of this state during the past 2 years is most gratifying, such 
attainment cannot be expected to continue. An average of 
not to exceed 80 per cent of success would indicate a sub
stantial record and more nearly normal results. Nor has 
such a high record of achievement been maintained on the 
bar examinations of all the states. Two graduates of the 
College of Law failed the bar examination in California 
during the year where, due to low educational requirements 
for admission, the bar examination is necessarily rigid as 
the only real barrier to admission to practice in that state; 
and out-of-state law schools which have not pointed for 
that particular state bar examination find it difficult to main
tain a high standard of success. The record of the gradu
ates of the College of Law on the bar examination of that 
state compares very favorably with that of the graduates of 
the leading law schools of other states. 

PLACEMENT OF LAW GRADUATES 

Legal positions in departments of the federal government, 
now available to graduates of approved law schools, have 
in substantial measure solved the problem of locations for 
young lawyers. The Federal Bureau of Investigation of the 
United States Department of Justice has offered the great
est opportunity for students. The beginning salary of 
$3,200, with a liberal subsistence allowance in addition is 
attractive. Four members, or 20 per cent, of the graduat
ing class of 1940-Calvin Evans, Ruskin Lines, Chester Peter
son, and Wayne Webb-were appointed Special Agents in 
this department immediately following their graduation. 
Hal Cowan received a similar appointment upon the com
pletion of his work for the law degree at the end of the 
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first semester of this year. This results in the appointment 
of five graduates of the College of Law to this federal agency 
within the course of a year. Three graduates received such 
appointments the previous year. Reports indicate that 
this proportion of appointments represents a very unusual 
record. Of the sixteen other graduates of that year, seven 
opened their own law offices and are now engaged in private 
practice, two became associated with established law firms, 
and two entered military service. The larger proportion of 
those entering the practice of their profession have located 
in this state, but as is the case each year, some have located 
in other states. 

SERIES OF SPECIAL LECTURES 

Conforming to the administrative practice of the college 
for the past few years, the law student body was again 
afforded the advantage of a number of special lectures dur
ing the year by prominent members of the bench and bar. 
Such contact with eminent members of the profession is 
an exceedingly valuable supplement to the routine of the 
law student. The special lecturers of the past year were: 
Hon. Levi S. Udall, Judge of the Superior Court of Apache 
County; Ralph W. Bilby of the firm of Bilby and Shoen
hair, Tucson; Hon. Robert C. Baltzell, Judge of the United 
States District Court for the Southern District of Indiana; 
J. Early Craig of Fennemore, Craig, Allen & Bledsoe of 
Phoenix, Arizona State Delegate to the American Bar Asso
ciation; R. C. Coulter, Acting Special Agent in Charge, Fed
eral Bureau of Investigation, United States Department of 
Justice; and Hon. Alfred C. Lockwood, Chief Justice, Arizona 
Supreme Court. 

LAW ALUMNI 

Loyalty of the law alumni to their College of Law and to 
the University generally is a continuing source of satisfac
tion. The annual law alumni luncheon at Homecoming shows 
increased attendance each year. Graduates of 5, 10, 15, and 
20 years previous are given a special invitation to these 
luncheons. There were fifty-eight living members of the 
classes receiving such invitations this past year. Thirty-six, 
including the members of the law faculty, were in attend
ance at the luncheon, representing a high percentage of re
sponse and indicating their interest in the law school. 

The University generally commands the equal interest of 
law graduates. Riney B. Salmon of Phoenix is President of 
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the University of Arizona Alumni Association. Wallace W. 

Clark of Phoenix is Vice-President. Both are law alumni. 

The immediate Past President of the Alumni Association, 

James T. Gentry of Bisbee, is another law alumnus. Other 

alumni of the law college have served as president of the 

association in the past, and several have functioned on the 

Executive Committee of the association. Harold C. Warnock 

of Tucson, a law alumnus, is presently a member of that 

committee. At the annual alumni dinner in May, President 

Salmon very aptly remarked, "This looks like a bar associa

tion meeting." In addition to Mr. Salmon and Mr. Clark, 

two other law alumni appeared on the program that eve

ning, Ralph W . Bilby and E. T. Cusick, both of Tucson. 

The influence of the alumni of the College of Law upon 

the political life of the state of Arizona is felt to a greater 

extent each year. In addition to members in both the House 

and Senate o£ the Legislature, the Attorney General of the 

state, the judges of the superior courts of one third of the 

counties, and over two thirds of the county attorneys of the 

state are graduates of the law school of this University. 

An innovation this year was the publication by the College 

of Law of a Directory of Graduates. This was prompted 

by suggestions coming from law alumni of the need of such 

a publication. The geographical listings in the directory 

afford the opportunity and convenience of locating a gradu

ate of this law school in the locality to which legal business 

is being forwarded. The interchange of professional busi

ness should prove of value to the law alumni. The directory 

shows that 343 graduated from the law school during the 

25-year period from its inception in 1915, as a department 

in the College of Letters, Arts and Sciences, to June, 1940. 

Twelve of this number are now deceased. Three hundred 

and thirty-one are located throughout the various states from 

Massachusetts to California and in Mexico, the Philippine 

Islands, and South America. Twenty-two were graduated 

in May of this year, since the publication of the directory, 

making the total number of graduates of the College of Law 

now 365. 

LA VI FACULTY 

Professor Floyd E. Thomas, who holds a commission as 

Lieutenant Colonel in the Officers' Reserve Corps, was 

called to active duty in the Army at the end of the first 

semester. During his absence on leave, his place on the 

faculty is being filled by Claude H. Brown as Visiting Pro

fessor of Law. Professor Brown is on leave from John B. 

Stetson University College of Law of DeLand, Florida, where 
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he has been teaching the procedural courses for a number 
of years, and was previously a member of the faculty of the 
University of Oregon School of Law. He received his A.B. 
and LL.B. degrees from Drake University, his J.S.D. de
gree from Yale, and was engaged in practice for a num
ber of years at Ottumwa, Iowa, as a member of the firm 
of McNett, Kuhns & Brown. His addition to the law faculty 
to fill this vacancy has been a fortunate one in view of his 
experience in the same field of the law as that in which 
Professor Thomas has been teaching. 

Professor Bryant Smith was obliged to give up his teach
ing assignments during the first semester because of ill 
health. Professor Smith is a legal scholar of unusual abil
ity and his resignation resulted in a serious loss to the 
faculty. Professor Lester W. Feezer, who was a member of 
the law faculty in 1938-39 and resigned to accept an appoint
ment as Dean of the Washburn College School of Law at 
Topeka, Kansas, was induced to return at the beginning of 
the second semester of this year to fill this vacancy. Pro
fessor Feezer's reputation, particularly in the field of torts, 
is well established. 

The members of the law faculty have engaged in the 
usual number of activities in addition to their regular teach
ing work. Professor Chester H. Smith, who returned this 
year after a year's leave of absence as Visiting Professor of 
Law at the University of Cincinnati College of Law, gave a 
series of lectures on criminal law and evidence at the School 
for the State Highway Patrol held in Phoenix shortly after 
the first of the year and later in the spring gave a series 
of similar lectures to the Tucson Police School, as has been 
his annual practice for a number of years. Professor Thom
as collaborated wHh Judge Joseph W. _Madden, formerly 
Professor of Law of the University of Pittsburgh, and Pro
fessor William R. Compton, of George Washington Uni
versity, in the preparation of the material on community 
property for the new casebook on domestic relations, edited 
by the two latter and published during the year. Professors 
Brown and Feezer have just completed the material on the 
A1·izona Annotations to the Restatement of Agency which 
will be published by the American Law Institute Publishers 
in the early fall. 

THE LAW LIBRARY 

Continued growth of the law library is evidenced by the 
records submitted by Mrs. Margaret D. Stevens, the law 
librarian. The figures show an addition to the library of 
1,153 volumes during the year, making a total of 16,331 books 
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in the law library on June 1, 1941. Shelving of these volumes 
in the crowded space in the law building was made possible 
by the installation of two long ranges of stacks in the main 
reading room. It was appreciated that the aspect of spa
ciousness, which made this room so attractive, would be 
adversely affected by this necessary adjustment, which it is 
hoped will need be only temporary, but the stacks were de
signed to conform in every respect with the wood and finish 
of the room so as to detract as little as possible from its 
appearance. 

In addition to the 1,153 volumes added to the library, there 
were 191 volumes of duplicate material received during the 
year, which have not been accessioned and added to the 
library, but are held for exchange with other law libraries 
for desirable material which may be made a part of the 
library. The total number of volumes received amounted 
therefore to 1,344. Of this number 303 were added by pur
chase; 292 volumes were received through exchanges with 
other law libraries; and 749 volumes were received as gifts. 
Attention is directed to the substantial number of volumes 
added to the law library through exchanges and particularly 
to the fact that the books received through gifts more than 
doubled the number purchased. The principal donors dur
ing the year were: Bilby and Shoenhair, Tucson; Callaghan 
& Company, law publishing company of Chicago; John C. 
Gung'l and Robert C. Parnell, Tucson; and Professor Bryant 
Smith. The College of Law is exceedingly grateful for the 
liberal gifts received from these and other friends of the law 
library. While the law library is a very modest one when 
compared with the great law libraries of the larger uni
versities, it nevertheless represents a very usable library; 
and its substantial growth in recent years is, in a large de
gree, due to the generosity of those who have thus indicated 
their interest in the College of Law. 
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