“AFSCF NETWORK PLANNING”

Colonel Peter Peterson)
HQ., Air Force Satellite control Facility (AFSCF
@ Sunnyvale Air Force Station, California

The AFSCF as acommon user net is akey element in the future space architecture. Space
Istrangitioning fromaR & D role to an operational role as the operating command
integrate space systems into their mission systems. Because of the increasing dependence
of operating commands on space systems, survivability of those elementsis an additional
requirement along with improved mission capability.

The AFSCF will continue to support the operationa satellitesfor TT& C either as aprime
or as a back-up for the foreseeable future. In addition, the AFSCF will incorporate
survivability technologies such as mobility, interoperability, extremely high frequencies
and satellite relay to make its survivability consistent with the other space elements.

This means the ground control architecture will evolve to a centralized ground support
structure for spacecraft with a high degree of onboard TT& C and mission capability which
will reduce dependence on fixed ground systems.
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