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ABSTRACT 
 
 

The Sultani Hajj Route between AlMadinah and Makkah is one of the most 

significant heritage properties in Saudi Arabia. However, it has not been identified or 

designated as a significant cultural route worthy of conservation. Hence, many significant 

historic elements and sites along the route are being lost or damaged. This thesis was 

written to use World Heritage Cultural Route criteria to identify the Sultani Hajj Route as 

a heritage resource worthy of conservation. The thesis reviews UNESCO guidelines and 

criteria for designating cultural routes on the World Heritage List (WHL), and then 

applies these guidelines to identify the Sultani Hajj Route for possible designation on the 

WHL. Based on interviews and field surveys, 77 significant historic properties associated 

with the Sultani Hajj Route are identified, and 12 of these heritage resources are 

described in detail. The goal of this thesis is to spark interest in conserving this 

universally valuable Saudi cultural route while acknowledging that many concerns still 

need to be addressed, including raising public awareness and increasing public 

participation in the conservation process.  

Keywords: 

Cultural Routes, the Sultani Hajj Route, Makkah and AlMadinah Regions, Saudi 

Arabia, Conservation, Designation of Cultural Routes, Identification of Cultural Routes. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

1.1. Study Background 

Many countries worldwide have realized the importance of heritage conservation 

and have implemented different methods to protect their respective heritages. One area of 

conservation that has gained increased interest among preservationists during the last 

thirty years is the conservation of cultural routes (Fiore, 2013: 2). Cultural routes, as 

described by Van Oers in 2004, are “a series of culturally and historically important 

elements, incorporating tangible and intangible values, that are linked by a physical or 

perceived artifact, such as road or route that may or may not still exist.” 

In Saudi Arabia, one of the most significant routes is the Sultani Hajj Route that 

connects AlMadinah to Makkah. The significance of this land route dates back to the Pre-

Islamic time. At that time, there were five major routes that travelers used to travel from 

AlMadinah to Makkah (AlKandahlawy, 1997: 14; AlQaturi, 2012; AlKadi, 2015). The 

Sultani Hajj Route was also part of several ancient routes that various civilizations used 

in their travels, such as Darb AlBkhoor (AlUmari, 2003; AlKadi, 2015). The intervention 

of different civilizations and human movement is reflected on many of the Sultani 

Route’s natural and cultural settings.  

The most significant event associated with the Sultani Hajj route is the pilgrimage 

hajj journey of Prophet Muhammad from AlMadinah to Makkah with more than 114,000 

of his companions almost 1400 years ago (AlKandahlawy, 1997: 27; AlKadi, 2015). 
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People used the same route for pilgrimage and other journeys until the third Century AH 

(the ninth Century AD). After the third century, part of the route, AlMusaijeed to 

AlJuhfa, was abandoned, and travelers used the route west through Bader (AlSamhoodi, 

1955; AlKadi, 2015). 

The Saudi Commission of Tourism and National Heritage (SCTH) is a 

governmental agency responsible for tourism and heritage in Saudi Arabia. The 

Commission works in partnership with many tourism stakeholders. The two 

governmental agencies that work in coordination with SCTH and have a role in heritage 

sites are the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs (MOMRA), and the Ministry of 

Islamic Affairs (MOIA) (Bagader, 2014).  

In 1970, the Government of Saudi Arabia promulgated an important piece of 

legislation to promote the conservation of archeological and heritage sites. The legislation 

was named the Antiquities Act of 1970. However, the Antiquities Act did not address all 

heritage conservation subjects. For instance, the Act did not deal with architectural 

heritage conservation (Al-Madina, 2010; AlQarni, 2014). 

In 2014, the Saudi Government issued a new piece of legislation in order to 

correspond to international and regional approaches towards archaeological and 

architectural heritage conservation. The 2014 legislation was named “The Law on 

Antiquities, Museums and Built Heritage.” Although this new legislation has addressed 

many subjects, as of this moment, there are no clear policies or procedures regarding the 

conservation of cultural routes (AlNuaim, 2015). 



 10 

 The reason for the absence of clear policies and procedures on cultural routes is 

probably due to the fact that cultural routes are considered a new concept in the field of 

heritage conservation. Furthermore, there is limited research and few guidelines have 

been prepared by international organizations on conserving cultural routes (Durusoy, 

2014: 14). 

1.2. Research Problem 

The Sultani Hajj Route between AlMadinah and Makkah, though one of the most 

significant heritage properties in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), has not yet been 

identified or designated as a significant cultural route worthy of conservation. As a result, 

much of the significant tangible and intangible heritage associated with the Sultani Hajj 

Route is being lost.  

1.3. Research Questions 

The research has two main questions: 

1. What are the international best practices, guidelines, and criteria used for 

designating cultural routes? 

2. How can these practices be applied to identify and designate the Sultani Hajj Route 

between AlMadinah and Makkah for proper conservation? 

1.4. Research Aim and Objectives 

The aim of this study is to identify and designate the Sultani Hajj Route between 

AlMadinah and Makkah as a World Heritage Cultural Route worthy of conservation. 

This will help to encourage actual conservation of the route in Saudi Arabia. To achieve 
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such an aim, the research has four main operational objectives: 

1. To explore the research topic by defining the main research problem, the aim and 

objectives, the methodology to be used in data gathering and analysis, the scope, 

the outline, and the expected contributions. 

2. To review and identify the best practices, guidelines, and criteria used for 

identifying and designating cultural routes as World Heritage Cultural Routes. 

3. To apply these practices to identify and nominate the Sultani Hajj Route between 

AlMadinah and Makkah as a World Heritage Cultural Route. 

1.5. Research Methodology 

Several methods were used to achieve the aim and objectives of this study, 

including a review of literature, interviews, and a field survey of the Sultani Hajj Route. 

The literature review focused on publications discussing cultural routes produced by The 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); the 

International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); and the Council of Europe 

(COE). Information was also collected from previous research about cultural routes by 

Van Oers, 2004; Alberto, 2005; Assi, 2005; Lourens, 2007; Fiore, 2013; and Durusoy, 

2014. The researcher conducted interviews with officials from the Saudi Commission of 

Tourism and National Heritage (SCTH) in order to understand the Saudi Arabian 

experience in heritage conservation and cultural routes. Finally, a field survey of the 

Sultani Hajj Route was conducted in the presence and under the directions of Prof. 

AlKadi in July 2015 to provide a better understanding of the Route and its physical 

context. The researcher used Global Positioning System (GPS) techniques to measure the 
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exact locations of each of the 77 elements along the Hajj Sultani Route. Then, ArchMaps 

and other modules of ArcGIS were also used to plot the elements on the map of the 

Route. 

The identification, assessment, and selection of the Sultani Hajj Route have been 

carried out by the researcher on the basis of UNESCO’s tentative listing and selection 

criteria for the inscription of cultural properties on the World Heritage List.  

1.6. Research Scope 

A scope may be delineated by subject, geography, and time (Abdellatif, 2015). The 

general field of the study is heritage conservation, and the specific subject focuses on the 

designation of cultural routes for conservation efforts. The geographic focus of the study 

is the Sultani Hajj Route between AlMadinah and Makkah in the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia, which is approximately a 240 miles long route (figure 1-1). The temporal scope 

focuses on the period between the Pre-Islamic times to the 20th century AD. As for 

implementing the research, it is expected to extend up to 25 years from now, which 

covers the expected planning period for conserving the Route. 

1.7.  Research Outline 

The thesis includes four chapters. Chapter 1 includes the introduction of the thesis. 

Chapter 2 includes a literature review of the definition of terms and concepts in the area 

of heritage conservation and cultural routes. The second chapter also includes the criteria 

of identifying, assessing, and designating cultural routes for possible conservation. 

Furthermore, the second chapter includes an overview of Saudi Arabia and heritage 
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conservation and the different roles of heritage stewardships. Chapter 3 includes the 

application of the criteria outlined in the second chapter in the designation of the Sultani 

Hajj Route as a World Heritage Cultural Route. The fourth and final chapter includes the 

conclusion and findings reached concerning the designation of the Sultani Hajj Route as a 

World Heritage Cultural Route.  
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Figure 1-1: Old map illustrating the Sultani Route between Makkah and AlMadinah in red  

Source: King Abdulaziz Library; Route in red added by Abrar AlKadi 

ALMadinah 

Makkah 

The Red Sea 
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1. Definition of Terms and Concepts 

This section includes the meanings and definitions of the various terms and 

concepts to be dealt with in the thesis. These terms include cultural heritage and cultural 

routes. In addition, this section describes the evolution and development of the concept of 

cultural routes. 

2.1.1. Cultural Heritage  

The Council of Europe defined Cultural Heritage as “An expression of the ways of 

living developed by a community and passed on from generation to generation, including 

customs, practices, places, objects, artistic expressions and values. Cultural heritage is 

often expressed as either intangible or tangible cultural heritage” (Council of Europe, 

2015). According to this definition, the Sultani Hajj Route is important to the heritage of 

several cultures worldwide that are associated with the history of this region. 

2.1.2. Cultural Routes  

Cultural routes are a new concept in the field of heritage conservation (Van Oers, 

2004: 62; ICOMOS, 2008: 1; Durusoy, 2014: 6). The development of this concept was a 

result of the evolution of ideas to expand the scale and complexity of heritage properties 

(Van Oers, 2004: 62; ICOMOS, 2008: 1). 
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A cultural route as described by Van Oers in 2004 “is a series of culturally and 

historically important elements, incorporating tangible and intangible values, that are 

linked by a physical or perceived artifact, such as road or route that may or may not still 

exist.” Therefore, the concept of cultural routes is a complex multidimensional approach 

that provides a simultaneous, comprehensive, and precise vision of history (ICOMOS, 

2008: 1). The protection and conservation of cultural routes extends to the route itself, as 

well as to the series of various elements “linked by the physical or perceived artifact” 

(Van Oers, 2004: 62).  

2.1.3. Development of the Concept of Cultural Routes 

What composes a cultural route has been “an issue in ongoing debates” for several 

years, especially by the International Scientific Committee on Cultural Routes (CIIC) of 

the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) (Van Oers, 2004: 63).  

The ICOMOS is “a non-governmental international organization dedicated to the 

conservation of the world's monuments and sites” and is “UNESCO’s advisory body for 

cultural heritage” (ICOMOS, 2015). The ICOMOS currently has twenty-eight 

international scientific committees, each specializing in an area of heritage conservation. 

One of the committees is the International Scientific Committees on Cultural Routes 

(CIIC) that was officially created in 1998. The creation of this committee was a result of 

the first expert meeting on the topic cultural routes held by the ICOMOS and UNESCO 

in Madrid November 1994 (Van Oers, 2004: 63).  
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The first expert meeting in Madrid in 1994 addressed the topic, “Routes as a Part of 

our Cultural Heritage.” The concept of cultural itineraries was discussed for the first time 

and resulted in the definition of cultural routes under the name of “heritage routes.” This 

definition was considered the first globally valid definition of cultural routes as “heritage 

routes” (Durusoy, 2014: 10). This is the definition that was derived: “A heritage route is 

composed of tangible elements of which the cultural significance comes from exchanges 

and a multi-dimensional dialogue across countries or regions, and that illustrate the 

interaction of movement, along the route, in space and time” (UNESCO, 1994). 

Since the creation of CIIC in 1998, the ICOMOS-CIIC held several international 

scientific committees on the topic of cultural routes (Van Oers, 2004: 63). In 2003, the 

ICOMOS-CIIC held its second expert meeting in Madrid and made several amendments  

to the previous definition based on the developments fulfilled by the ICOMOS-CIIC 

International Scientific Committee on Cultural Routes, and the term was changed from 

“heritage” routes to “cultural” routes (ICOMOS, 2003). The new definition is as follows:  

A cultural route is a land, water, mixed or other type of route, which is 

physically determined and characterized by having its own specific and 

historic dynamics and functionality; showing interactive movements of 

people as well as multi-dimensional, continuous and reciprocal exchanges 

of goods, ideas, knowledge and values within or between countries and 

regions over significant periods of time; and thereby generating a cross-

fertilization of the cultures in space and time, which is reflected both in its 

tangible and intangible heritage. (ICOMOS, 2003) 
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Finally, in 2008, the ICOMOS-CIIC developed its ICOMOS Charter on Cultural 

Routes to provide guidance for the heritage conservation of cultural routes. The Charter 

included a definition of the cultural routes that was described within a framework of 

different criteria of context, content, cross-cultural significance, dynamic character, and 

setting (Durusoy, 2014: 11). The definition of cultural routes as described in the 

ICOMOS Charter on Cultural Routes 2008 is as follows: 

Any route of communication, be it land, water, or some other type, which 

is physically delimited and is also characterized by having its own specific 

dynamic and historic functionality to serve a specific and well-determined 

purpose, which must fulfill the following conditions: 

a) It must arise from and reflect interactive movements of people as well 

as multi-dimensional, continuous, and reciprocal exchanges of goods, 

ideas, knowledge and values between peoples, countries, regions or 

continents over significant periods of time;  

b) It must have thereby promoted a cross-fertilization of the affected 

cultures in space and time, as reflected both in their tangible and 

intangible heritage;  

c) It must have integrated into a dynamic system the historic relations and 

cultural properties associated with its existence. (ICOMOS, 2008: 3) 

Based on this comprehensive definition, cultural routes must express social, 

political, and dynamic cultural processes with heritage features and cultural traditions 

(ICOMOS, 2008: 6; Durusoy, 2014: 11). Cultural routes must also be “living witness of 

the earlier periods of time” (Durusoy, 2014: 11). 
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Although the concept of cultural routes has been of interest among other 

organizations, whether on the international level, such as the Council of Europe (COE), 

or the national level by many researchers, the focus of this thesis is on the ICOMOS and 

UNESCO’s definition of cultural routes as applied to Saudi Arabia.  

2.2. Standard Guidelines and Criteria to Inscribe Cultural Routes on UNESCO’s 

World Heritage List 

Inscribing properties on the World Heritage List provides a means to help protect 

their cultural and natural heritage. However, there are several guidelines and criteria for 

such inscription. For example, a country must have signed the World Heritage 

Convention in order to be qualified for submitting nominations for their cultural asset/s. 

Also, a property can be inscribed on the World Heritage List only with the existence of 

the physical evidence, which can be protected for future generations (Van Oers, 2005: 62, 

UNESCO, 2016). Nevertheless, what comprises the physical evidence of a cultural route 

is “still open to broad interpretation” (Van Oers, 2005: 62). In some cases, for example, 

the physical evidence of the cultural route has been replaced by a new system, such as a 

road (Van Oers, 2005: 63). 

2.2.1. Routes and the World Heritage List 

Although several cultural routes have been inscribed on the World Heritage List, no 

clear model exists for their nomination (Van Oers, 2005: 64). Many of the cultural routes 

have been inscribed as linear nominations (Van Oers, 2005: 64). In order to inscribe a 
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cultural route on the World Heritage List, there needs to be a general understanding of the 

nomination process of properties. 

2.2.2. The Nomination Process 

The following section describes the general nomination process and the steps that a 

country must take when planning to inscribe their property on UNESCO’s World 

Heritage list. Figure 2-1 illustrates the nomination process when inscribing properties on 

the World Heritage List. 

 

Figure 2-1 The Nomination Process 

Source: Drawn by Abrar AlKadi based on UNESCO’s Nomination Process  
 

2.2.2.1. The Tentative Listing and Criteria for Selection 

The first step is the Tentative List, which is an inventory a country (a State Party) 

makes of its important natural and cultural sites within its boundaries (UNESCO, 2016, 

AlAidaroos, 2016). The tentative list is considered an outline of the properties that a State 

Party considers suitable for nomination and may decide to submit for inscription for the 

next five to ten years (UNESCO, 2015: 31; UNESCO, 2016). The World Heritage 

Committee, which is responsible for deciding which properties are qualified for 

inscription on the World Heritage List, cannot consider a nomination for the inscription 

unless the property has already been included on the State Party’s Tentative List 

(UNESCO, 2015: 31; AlAidaroos, 2016; UNESCO, 2016). Furthermore, the World 
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Heritage Committee encourages public participation in the preparation of the Tentative 

List, including local and regional governments, site managers, local communities, and 

other interested parties. 

There are two Tentative List Submission Formats available by UNESCO’s World 

Heritage Center. The first is the Tentative List Submission Format, which is used for 

properties existing within the boundaries of one country. The second is the Tentative List 

Submission Format for Serial Transnational and Trans-boundary Future Nominations, 

which is used for properties existing within more than one country. Both submission 

formats require the name of the properties, their geographical location, a brief description 

of the properties, and a justification of their outstanding universal value (UNESCO, 2015: 

84; UNESCO, 2016). This thesis focuses on the Tentative List Submission Format for 

one country because of the territorial scope of the research case, the Sultani Hajj Route, 

which is located in Saudi Arabia. Table 2-1 summarizes the components of the Tentative 

List Submission. 

In order for a site to be included on the World Heritage List, the site must be of 

Outstanding Universal Value (OUV), “and it must meet at least one out of ten selection 

criteria” (UNESCO, 2016). The ten criteria are listed in the Operational Guidelines for 

the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention (UNESCO, 2015; 35: UNESCO, 

2016). As of 2004, a selection of six cultural and natural criteria exists. Table 2-2 

describes the cultural and the natural criteria for the selection of cultural sites. 

Among the criteria for inscribing the properties on the World Heritage List is the 

Outstanding Universal Value. Outstanding Universal Value is described by UNESCO as 
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“the cultural and/or natural significance which is so exceptional as to transcend national 

boundaries and to be of common importance for present and future generations of all 

humanity” (UNESCO, 2015: 28). A cultural route constitutes many elements and sites, 

some of which carry an Outstanding Universal Value (Anchor Sites) and some of which 

do not carry an Outstanding Universal Value (Support Sites). Support Sites are important 

in completing the picture and understanding a cultural route’s significance (Van Oers, 

2005: 68). It is therefore necessary to consider both types of sites, Anchor Sites and 

Support Sites, in the description of cultural routes and in their protection and 

conservation in order to comprehensively tell a cultural route’s story and understand its 

significance (Van Oers, 2005: 69). 

2.2.2.2. The Nomination File Submission 

A State Party selects from the Tentative List the properties it wishes to present in 

the nomination file (UNESCO, 2015: 40; UNESCO, 2016). The nomination file is 

required to be as executive as possible, including documentation and maps (UNESCO, 

2016). Public participation is also encouraged in the preparation of the nomination file 

including governmental, non-governmental, and private organizations; local 

communities; and other stakeholders (UNESCO, 2015: 41). The State Party then submits 

the nomination file to the World Heritage Center, which reviews the file to check its 

completeness (UNESCO, 2016). The World Heritage Center also offers advice in the 

preparation of the nomination file in an earlier stage (UNESCO, 2015: 41; UNESCO, 

2016). After completing the nomination file, the World Heritage Centre sends the file for 

evaluation to the appropriate Advisory Bodies (UNESCO, 2015: 40; UNESCO, 2016). 
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Table 2-1 The Components of the Tentative List Submission Format 

Tentative List Submission 
Format Explanation 

1.
 Id

en
tif

ic
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Pr

op
er

ty
 

1.a Name of Property This section requires the official name of the property 
that will be published about the World Heritage 

1.b State Province or 
Region 

This section requires the name of the state province 
or region nomintaing their property 

1.c Latidude and 
Longitude, or 
Universal Transverse 
Mercator (UTM) 
coordinates 

This section requires the latitude and longitude 
coordinates (to the nearest second) or UTM 
coordinates (to the nearest 10 meters). In the case of 
serial nominations, a table is required showing the 
name of each component part, its region, and the 
coordinates of its center point 

2. Description 

This section requires a description of the nominated 
property and should refer to all of the property’s 
significant features. In the case of serial nomination, 
each component parts are described separately.  

3.
 Ju

st
ifi

ca
tio

n 
of

 O
ut

st
an

di
ng

 U
ni

ve
rs

al
 V

al
ue

 

3.a Criteria considered 
to be met 

This section requires a separate justification for each 
criteria chosen by briefly stating how the property 
meets the criteria. 

3.b Statement of 
authenticity and/or 
integrity 

The statement of of integrity should demonstrate that 
the property fulfills the conditions of integrity. 

The statement of authenticity is required for cultural 
properties nominated under criteria (i) or (vi) and 
should demonstrate that the property fulfills the 
conditions of authenticity.  

Apendix C includes informaton about conditions of 
Integrity and Authnticity  

3.c Comparison with 
other similar properties 

This section requires an outline of the similarities 
with other properties listed on the World Heritage 
List or Tentative List and the reason for the 
exceptional character of the nominated property. 

Source: Adapted from UNESCO’s Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention, Annex 2A and Annex 5, 2015.  
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Table 2-2 The Criteria for Selection 

Context Criteria Description 
C

ul
tu

ra
l C

ri
te

ri
a 

(i) To represent a masterpiece of human creative genius. 

(ii) 

To exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span 
of time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in 
architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning, or 
landscape design. 

(iii) 
To bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural 
tradition or to a civilization which is living or which has 
disappeared. 

(iv) 
To be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or 
technological ensemble, or landscape which illustrates (a) 
significant stage(s) in human history. 

(v) 

To be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, 
land-use, or sea-use which is representative of a culture (or 
cultures), or human interaction with the environment especially 
when it has become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible 
change. 

(vi) 

To be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, 
with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of 
outstanding universal significance. (The Committee considers that 
this criterion should preferably be used in conjunction with other 
criteria). 

N
at

ur
al

 C
ri

te
ri

a 

(vii) To contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional 
natural beauty and aesthetic importance. 

(viii) 

To be outstanding examples representing major stages of the earth's 
history, including the record of life, significant on-going geological 
processes in the development of landforms, or significant 
geomorphic or physiographic features. 

(ix) 

To be outstanding examples representing significant on-going 
ecological and biological processes in the evolution and 
development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine 
ecosystems, and communities of plants and animals. 

(x) 

To contain the most important and significant natural habitats for 
in-situ conservation of biological diversity, including those 
containing threatened species of outstanding universal value from 
the point of view of science or conservation. 

Source: Adapted from UNESCO’s Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention, 2015 
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Table 2-3 Nomination File components 

Main Component Sub Component 

1. Identification of the 
Property 

1.a Country (and State Party if different) 
1.b State, Province, or Region 
1.c Name of Property 
1.d Geographical coordinates to the nearest second 
1.e Maps and plans, showing the boundaries of the 
nominated property and buffer zone 
1.f Area of nominated property (ha.) and proposed buffer 
zone (ha.) 

2. Description 2.a Description of Property 
2.b History and Development 

3. Justification for 
Inscription 

3.1.a Brief synthesis 
3.1.b Criteria under which inscription is proposed (and 
justification for inscription under these criteria) 
3.1.c Statement of Integrity 
3.1.d Statement of Authenticity (for nominations made 
under criteria (i) to (vi) 
3.1.e Protection and management requirements 
3.2 Comparative Analysis 
3.3 Proposed Statement of Outstanding Universal Value 

4. State of Conservation and 
Factors Affecting the 
Property 

4.a Present state of conservation 
 

 4
.b

 F
ac

to
rs

 a
ff

ec
tin

g 
th

e 
pr

op
er

ty
 

(i) Development Pressures (e.g., encroachment, 
adaptation, agriculture, mining) 
(ii) Environmental pressures (e.g., pollution, 
climate change, desertification) 
(iii) Natural disasters and risk preparedness 
(earthquakes, floods, fires, etc.) 
(iv) Responsible visitation at World Heritage sites 
(v) Number of inhabitants within the property and 
the buffer zone 

5. Protection and 
Management of the 
Property 

5.a Ownership 
5.b Protective designation 
5.c Means of implementing protective measures 
5.d Existing plans related to municipality and region in 
which the proposed property is located (e.g., regional or 
local plan, conservation plan, tourism development plan) 
5.e Property management plan or other management 
system 
5.f Sources and levels of finance 
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5.g Sources of expertise and training in conservation and 
management techniques 
5.h Visitor facilities and infrastructure 
5.i Policies and programs related to the presentation and 
promotion of the property 
5.j Staffing levels and expertise (professional, technical, 
maintenance) 

6. Monitoring 
6.a Key indicators for measuring state of conservation 
6.b Administrative arrangements for monitoring property 
6.c Results of previous reporting exercises 

7. Documentation 

7.a Photographs and audiovisual image inventory and 
authorization form 
7.b Texts relating to protective designation, copies of 
property management plans or documented management 
systems and extracts of other plans relevant to the property 
7.c Form and date of most recent records or inventory of 
property 
7.d Address where inventory, records, and archives are 
held 
7.e Bibliography 

8. Contact Information of Responsible Authorities 

9. Signature on Behalf of the State Party 
Source: Adapted from UNESCO’s Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention, 2015 
 

The information included in the nomination form contains nine main components, 

with subcomponents within them. The nine main components are: Identification of the 

Property, Description, Justification for Inscription, State of Conservation and Factors 

Affecting the Property, Protection and Management of the Property, Monitoring, 

Documentation, Contact Information, and Signature. 

The following table illustrates the main components and subcomponents required in 

the nomination form. The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World 

Heritage Convention provides a detailed explanation for each component. However, the 
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research will only provide an overview of the components since the nomination form is 

not the focus of the research.  

2.2.2.3. The Advisory Body Evaluation 

The nomination process includes three Advisory Bodies: the International Council 

on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), The World Conservation Union (IUCN), and the 

International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural 

Property (ICCROM) (UNESCO, 2015: 25; UNESCO, 2016). The ICOMOS and IUCN 

individually evaluate the nominated properties and provide the World Heritage 

Committee with the evaluation (UNESCO, 2015: 24; UNESCO, 2016). While the 

ICCROM, which is an intergovernmental organization, provides the World Heritage 

Committee with training activities as well as advice on conservation of cultural sites 

(UNESCO, 2015: 24-25; UNESCO, 2016).  

2.2.2.4. The World Heritage Committee Decision 

After the Advisory Bodies evaluate the nominated properties, the intergovernmental 

World Heritage Committee makes the final decision for inscribing the properties on the 

World Heritage List (UNESCO, 2015: 22; UNESCO, 2016).  

2.3. Defining Elements of Cultural Routes 

The ICOMOS-CIIC listed several defining elements of cultural routes in its charter, 

including context, content, cross-cultural significance as a whole, and dynamic character 

of cultural routes (Assi, 2005: 2; ICOMOS, 2008: 3). Context refers to the natural or 
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cultural setting, or both, in which the route occurred and applied its influence (Assi, 

2005: 2; ICOMOS, 2008: 3). Content refers to the tangible elements associated with the 

route that “bear witness to its cultural heritage” and provide physical proof of its 

existence (Assi, 2005: 2; ICOMOS, 2008: 3). The tangible elements determining 

existence of the cultural route are the communication route itself that was used as a tool 

for human activity to accomplish certain goals as well as the physical heritage properties 

that are related to the route’s historic functionality (ICOMOS, 2008: 3). The ICOMOS-

CIIC demonstrated several examples for the physical heritage properties, which include: 

“staging posts, customs offices, places for storage, rest, and lodging, hospitals, markets, 

ports, defensive fortifications, bridges, means of communication and transportation; 

industrial, mining or other establishments, as well as those linked to manufacturing and 

trade, that reflect the technical, scientific and social applications and advances in its 

various eras; urban centers, cultural landscapes, sacred sites, places of worship and 

devotion, etc.” Content also refers to the intangible elements that provide meaning and 

sense to the different elements that build up the whole (ICOMOS, 2008: 3). Cross-

cultural significance as whole means the value of the route as whole that is greater the 

sum of its parts, which gives the route its meaning and significance (Assi, 2005: 2; 

ICOMOS, 2008: 4). And finally, the dynamic character of cultural routes refers to the 

“dynamic factor that acts as a conductor or channel through which the reciprocal cultural 

influences have flowed” (ICOMOS, 2008: 4). 
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2.4. Measures for Successful Conservation of the Cultural Routes 

Given the broad scope of the concept of cultural routes, its study and management 

requires a multidisciplinary approach with “increased historic, cultural, technical, and 

artistic knowledge” (ICOMOS, 2008: 1). Also, the management and protection of cultural 

routes usually requires joint efforts because of the variety of categories in the properties 

and sites that are considered for conservation as part of the route, as well as the wide 

geographic scale, as the conservation may go beyond national borders (Van Oers, 2004: 

62; ICOMOS, 2008: 1).  

Unlike the numerous definitions that exist for cultural routes, there is no clear 

framework in the current literature for the stewardship planning of a cultural route 

(Durusoy, 2014: 16). There are only a few guidelines to direct the processes that were 

prepared by different organizations and researchers (Durusoy, 2014: 16). The 

conservation process as stated by the ICOMOS-CIIC and other researchers should start 

with the understanding and identification of both the route as a whole and its individual 

parts, along with an inventory of the different properties comprising it (Van Oers, 2004: 

69; ICOMOS, 2008: 8; Durusoy, 2014: 17). There should be analyses of the state of 

conservation of cultural routes, which will then facilitate managerial decisions and 

preparation of a strategic plan for conservation (Assi, 2005: 4; ICOMOS, 2008: 8; 

Durusoy, 2014: 17). 
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2.4.1. Building a Better Understanding of the Route 

Due to the wide breadth of the definition of “cultural routes,” their territorial scope 

may vary, as routes extend across different geographical areas, and their composition 

may vary depending on the different categories and characteristics of properties 

composing the route. This means that it is important that there be several research teams 

studying and identifying cultural routes (ICOMOS, 2008: 8). The research teams should 

be multidisciplinary and cooperative in nature (ICOMOS, 2008: 8).  

The research methodology recommended by ICOMOS to identify cultural routes is 

to follow the principle of investigating the different parts and sections of the route 

without losing meaning of the route as a whole (ICOMOS, 2008: 8). This methodology 

avoids losing the full historic significance of the route. Van Oers suggests that the 

different elements composing the route could be identified according to main themes 

(Van Oers, 2004: 70). It is important to note that the identification of cultural heritage 

properties along the route should include only those that are integral components of the 

route’s history as a functional dynamic cultural route (ICOMOS, 2008: 8). 

2.4.2. Conducting Sound Analysis and Assessment of the Cultural Route 

Before protection and conservation of cultural routes can be considered, an 

assessment of the authenticity and integrity of cultural heritage elements along the route 

should take place in order to “identify impacts on the values of the cultural route and 

therefore impacts on its significance” (Assi, 2005: 4; ICOMOS, 2008: 10). If the cultural 

route extends through different geographical and cultural regions, then the authenticity 
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and integrity values of each section should be evaluated and assessed within their own 

context (Alberto, 2005: 8). Furthermore, the use of historic maps to analyze ancient and 

modern topography is essential in the assessment process (Van Oers, 2004: 64). 

2.4.3. Setting a Long-Range Comprehensive Conservation Plan 

The conservation plan should include methods for raising awareness of the route 

between public and private entities (ICOMOS, 2008: 8). It should include measures for 

public participation. The plan should also incorporate coordinated methods and detailed 

legal instruments for the intervention, management, and use of all the cultural heritage 

components as “substantive parts of the value and significance of the route as a whole” 

(ICOMOS, 2008: 8).  

2.4.3.1. Applying an Integrated Management System 

Understanding the significance of cultural routes becomes the basic fundamental 

principle associated with the management of cultural routes (ICOMOS, 2008: 10). The 

activities related to the identification and assessment of the route should be carried out in 

a coordinated manner in order to ensure full understanding of the route’s significance and 

development of a plan for conservation (ICOMOS, 2008: 10). Also, cultural routes 

require a holistic approach and framework for their conservation and management (Van 

Oers, 2004: 70). Ideally, collaborative projects need to be prepared to insure sustainable 

development on national and international scale (ICOMOS, 2008: 10). Van Oers also 

suggests that the management include both the national and local levels (Van Oers, 2004: 

69). The national management unit would guarantee a consistent level of management 
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and prepare uniform laws and management practices for all the routes’ elements that are 

classified into different themes (Van Oess, 2004: 69). The local management units would 

be responsible for preparing conservation management plans for the individual cultural 

heritage properties along the route, which will ensure inclusion of local characteristics 

and practices (Van Oers, 2004: 69). The local management units would also be 

responsible for facilitating communication and community participation (Van Oers, 2004). 

2.4.3.2. Insuring Sustainable Use of the Route 

Cultural routes “can be used to promote an activity of social and economic interest 

of extraordinary importance for stable development” (ICOMOS, 2008:9). Therefore, 

efforts should be made to promote awareness about cultural routes along with the 

appropriate use for tourism purposes (ICOMOS, 2008:10). Hence, the management plan 

should include tourism plans that are harmoniously integrated with the protection and 

promotion of the cultural route (ICOMOS, 2008:10). Furthermore, it should be taken into 

account that the tourism plans including, tourist activities, access to the route, 

information, interpretation, and presentation, do not threaten the meaning, authenticity, 

and integrity of the historic value of the cultural route (ICOMOS, 2008:10; UNESCO, 

2016).  

In the case of tourism visits, they should be managed in accordance with 

environmental impact studies and plans for public use and community participation, “as 

well as control and monitoring measures intended to prevent the negative impacts of 

tourism” (ICOMOS, 2008:10). Due to the scale of a cultural route and the remoteness of 
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some sites, there is a need for innovative techniques to provide the necessary information 

and interpretation (UNESCO, 2016). 

2.4.3.3. Allowing for Public Participation and Collaboration 

The protection, conservation, promotion, and management of a cultural route 

require the motivation and incentive of public awareness as well as the participation of 

the communities of the areas sharing the route (ICOMOS, 2008: 11). The Sacred Sites 

and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range, which is inscribed in the World 

Heritage List, demonstrates an example of public participation in the conservation of 

cultural routes. The pilgrimage route is preserved and maintained by the collaboration of 

the private owners, local governments, and the national government in line with the 

management plans produced by the local authorities (UNESCO, 2016). The same applies 

to the individual sites associated with the route.  

2.4.3.4. Securing Sufficient and Sustained Funding 

Given the scope of the cultural route as well as the scope of tasks involved in the 

identification, conservation, use, and management related to the cultural route and its 

various sections, it is advised by the ICOMOS-CIIC that the funding is obtained in stages 

to allow for balanced and coordinated progress (ICOMOS, 2008: 9). It is also advised to 

create a joint estimation of the values of the sites to be conserved in order to set a “scale 

of priorities for action and the implementation of the corresponding strategies” 

(ICOMOS, 2008: 9). Also, “regional bodies whose jurisdictions coincide totally or 

partially with the historic path of a Cultural Route should determine how they could best 
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gain the interest of the States involved and obtain their cooperation” (ICOMOS, 2008: 9). 

In the case of the Kii Mountain Range, the national government provides the financial 

and technical support for the conservation projects on the basis of individual management 

plans (UENSCO, 2016). It is also essential to gain the interest of private donors and 

institutions (ICOMOS, 2008: 9). 

2.4.3.5. International Cooperation 

Because the cultural routes may involve more than one country, international 

cooperation is essential in the research, assessment, and preservation of the properties. 

When a cultural route involves more than one country with different degrees of 

development, it is recommended by the ICOMOS-CIIC that the more developed 

countries provide the “means for economic, technical, and logistic cooperation as well as 

assistance in the exchange of information, experience, and researchers” (ICOMOS, 2008: 

11). 

2.5. Saudi Arabia and Heritage Conservation 

2.5.1. Stewardship  

There are several stakeholders involved in heritage conservation in Saudi Arabia, 

including governmental agencies (authorities), public sectors, private sectors, and 

international organizations (Bagader, 2014: 31; SCTH, 2015). The main governmental 

authorities involved in heritage conservation are the Ministry of Municipal and Rural 

Affairs (MOMRA), the Ministry of Islamic Affairs (MOIA), and the Saudi Commission 
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of Tourism and Heritage Conservation (SCTH) (AlGhabban et al. 2010: 37; Bagader, 

2014: 31, 32).  

MOMRA is in charge of legislating applicable regulations, policies, and strategies 

for the built environment in Saudi Arabia, where each municipality has its particular 

agenda (Bagader, 2014: 32). MOIA is responsible for maintaining and conserving the 

historic Islamic sites, such as mosques. However, due to MOIA’s lack of expertise in 

conserving such sites, this agency has recently undertaken cooperative projects with 

SCTH (Bagader, 2014: 32). As for SCTH, it collaborates with the other stakeholders in 

order to “upgrade, revive, and rehabilitate the historic and heritage sites” (Bagader, 2014, 

SCTH, 2015). SCTH also plays an important role in raising awareness of the significance 

of the Saudi heritage sites (Bagader, 2014: 33, SCTH, 2015).  

SCTH is a Saudi governmental agency established by the Saudi government in 

2001 to take care of tourism and national heritage in Saudi Arabia (SCTH, 2015). SCTH 

has thirteen regional branches spread throughout Saudi Arabia, and the main branch is 

located in Riyadh. There are two departments in SCTH responsible for heritage 

conservation: the National Urban Heritage Center, founded by SCTH; and the department 

of Antiquities and Museums, which was originally under the authority of the Ministry of 

Education and transferred to SCTH in 2003 (AlGhabban et al. 2010). Figure 2-2 presents 

an organizational chart of SCTH.  
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Figure 2-2: Organizational Chart of the Saudi Commission of Tourism and National Heritage 
(SCTH) 

Source: http://scth.gov.sa/en/AboutSCTA/Pages/OrganizationChart.aspx, (accessed 08 15, 2015) 
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3. DESIGNATION OF THE SULTANI HAJJ ROUTE AS A CULTURAL 

ROUTE 

The Tentative List Form prepared by UNESCO is used to identify the Sultani Route 

as a cultural route. The Tentative List Form is an inventory that the State Parties are 

required to submit when nominating properties of “cultural and/or natural heritage of 

outstanding universal value and therefore suitable for inscription on the World Heritage 

List” (UNESCO, 2016). 

The information required in a Tentative List Submission Format is the name of the 

properties, their geographical locations, a brief description of the properties, justification 

of their outstanding universal value with the criteria they meet, and a comparison with 

other similar properties that have been inscribed on the World Heritage List or submitted 

on the Tentative List (UNESCO, 2016). The information provided in this section is 

preliminary and can be developed further in the future.  
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3.1. Identification of the Property 

Name of Property: The Sultani Hajj Route (Piligrim Route between AlMadinah and 

Makkah)  

Country: Saudi Arabia 

State Province or Region: Madinah and Makkah Regions  

Coordinates:  

AlMadinah: Latidue: 24°28'3.75" N, Longtidude: 39°36'40.88" E 

Makkah: Latidue: 21°25'21.12" N, Longtidude: 39°49'34.26" E 

3.2. Description 

The Sulatni Hajj Route is 240 miles long, comprising a “land route of 

communication” extending between the two Holy Lands of AlMadianh and Makkah west 

of Saudi Arabia. It is one of five well-known land routes used to travel between 

AlMadinah and Makkah for pilgrimage, trade, and other purposes. This Route took shape 

from the Pre-Islamic time and remained in use until the fifteenth century AH (20th 

century AD). However, a significant part of the Route, from AlMusaijeed to AlJuhfah, 

which is approximately 100 miles, was abandoned in the third century AH during the 

Abbasid Period (ninth century AD) (AlSamhoody: 1955, AlKadi, 2015). AH, the 

abbreviation for “After Hijra” (Migration), is the Islamic lunar calendar that marked its 

beginning from the event of the Prophet Muhammad’s migration from Makkah to 

AlMadinah in the year of AD 622. The Abbasid Period is the period of the Abbasid 

Empire or Caliphate, which was the second Islamic dynasty after the Umayyad Caliphate. 
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The Umayyad period was from AD 661 to AD 750, and the Abbasid period was from AD 

750 to AD 1258.  

The Sultani Route occurs in a natural context extending between AlMadinah and 

Makkah, upon which it applied a cultural influence and helped in enriching the area it 

passed as part of an interactive process at different levels. In the territory crossed by the 

Sultani Route, there are approximately 26 documented natural sites, including valleys, 

mountains, and so on. The Route also passes through approximately 51 documented 

cultural sites reflecting the influence and intervention of the different civilizations that 

traveled along the Route. The cultural sites include places for rest and lodging (wells); 

defensive fortifications and palaces; trading settlements (souqs or old markets); means of 

communication and transportation, such as AlHijaz Railroad of AlMadinah; urban 

centers; places of worship and devotion; and sacred sites. 

3.2.1. Content  

According to the ICOMOS-CIIC, content includes the tangible and intangible 

elements associated with the route that bear witness to its cultural heritage. The tangible 

elements include the communication route itself as well as the physical heritage 

properties associated with the route’s historic functionality. The intangible elements are 

what provide meaning and sense to the different parts that built up the whole route.  

3.2.1.1. Tangible Elements 

The tangible elements determine the existence of the Sultani Hajj Route as being a 

communication route presenting physical evidence of its historic path that include “a 
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dynamic factor that acts as a conductor or channel through which the reciprocal cultural 

influences have flowed” (Assi, 2005: 3; ICOMOS, 2008: 4). 

The Communication Route itself 

 

Figure 3-1: The Sultani Hajj Route  

Source: The route was drawn based on the field survey that was done by Abdullah AlKadi and Abrar 
AlKadi in July 2015; the image is taken from Google Earth, last accessed 2016.  
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The Sultani Route extending between AlMadinah and Makkah was used as a tool 

for human activity to accomplish certain goals, such as pilgrimage and trade (figure 3-1). 

The physical evidence of the Route differs in its appearance. Much of the original Route 

existed in the form of tracks in the desert. Some parts still remain in their original form, 

such as in the Old Khulais Town and part of the Valley of AlGaha. However, most of the 

parts appear in the form of paved roads. Figure 3-2 provides sections of the Sultani Route 

illustrating the physical appearance of its parts. 

The Valley of AlGaha Section of The Valley of AlGaha 

B’ir AlTaloob Old Khulais Town 

Figure 3-2: Sections of the Sultani Route 

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2016  
 
 
 
 
 
 

:  
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Heritage Properties 

Along the Sultani Route, there are many physical heritage properties bearing 

witness to its cultural heritage and providing physical evidence of its existence. There are 

approximately 26 documented natural sites and 51 documented cultural sites that are 

associated with a theme of significance. Table 3-1 illustrates the categories of the natural 

and cultural heritage properties along the Sultani Route and provides the total number of 

the documented category of heritage property. Each category of heritage property has a 

symbol that is used in table 3-2. Table 3-2 illustrates the 77-documented tangible heritage 

properties along the Sultani Route organized based on their sequential order, starting 

from AlMadinah and ending in Makkah. The location is divided into three columns: 

region, county, and locality. Saudi Arabia has thirteen administrative regions, and the 

Sultani Route occurs in two regions, which are AlMadinah and Makkah. AlMadinah 

consists of eight counties that include a total of 99 localities. Makkah consists of 13 

counties that include a total of 120 localities. 

The researcher has identified the coordinates of all the sites, but for security 

reasons, they will be unrevealed until announced by the Saudi Commission of Tourism 

and National Heritage (SCTH). 
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Table 3-1 The Category of Heritage Properties Along the Sultani Route 
C

at
eg

or
y 

of
 H

er
ita

ge
 P

ro
pe

rt
y 

Type Symbol Meaning of Symbol 
Total 

Documented 
sites 

Natural 

A Mountain 7 

26 

77 

B Valley 15 

C “Thaniyyat” 4 

Cultural 
 

D Places for Storage, Rest, and 
Lodging 8 

51 

E Defensive Fortifications and 
Palaces 3 

F Markets 1 

G Means of Communication and 
Transportation 1 

H Urban Centers 11 

I Places of Worship and 
Devotion 20 

J Sacred Sites 7 
Source: Abrar AlKadi based on information from Abdullah AlKadi  
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Table 3-2 The Documented Tangible Heritage Properties Along the Sultani Route 

# Name of Site 
Location 

Category of Heritage Property 

Natural Cultural 

Region County Locality A B C D E F G H I J 

1 
The Holy 
Mosque in 
AlMadinah 

Madinah Madinah Madinah         ü   

2 House of the 
Prophet Madinah Madinah Madinah          ü  

3 AlGammamh 
Mosque Madinah Madinah Madinah         ü   

4 Abu Baker 
Mosque Madinah Madinah Madinah         ü   

5 
Ali Bin Abi 

Taleb 
Mosque 

Madinah Madinah Madinah         ü   

6 
Umar Bin 
AlKhattab 
Mosque 

Madinah Madinah Madinah         ü   

7 AlAnbariah 
Mosque Madinah Madinah Madinah         ü   

8 
AlHijaz 

Railroad of 
AlMadinah 

Madinah Madinah Madinah       ü     

9 AlSuqyah 
Mosque Madinah Madinah Madinah         ü   

10 The Well of 
Abi Anbah Madinah Madinah Madinah    ü        

11 

Well 
Associated 

with Fatimah  
Bint 

AlHusain 

Madinah Madinah Madinah    ü        

12 

House of 
Fatimah  

Bint 
AlHusain 

Madinah Madinah Madinah          ü  

13 Mount 
An’um  Madinah Madinah Madinah ü           
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# Name of Site 
Location 

Category of Heritage Property 

Natural Cultural 

Region County Locality A B C D E F G H I J 

14 The Palace of 
Urwah Madinah Madinah Madinah     ü       

15 AlMiqat 
Mosque Madinah Madinah Madinah         ü   

16 AlMuaras 
Mosque Madinah Madinah Madinah         ü   

17 
Mount 

Athum in 
That AlJaish 

Madinah Madinah Madinah ü           

18 The Valley of 
Mallel  Madinah Madinah AlFuraysh  ü          

19 
Mount Abid, 
Abood, and 

Ubaid 
Madinah Madinah AlFuraysh ü           

20 
The Valley of 

Ghumais 
AlHammam 

Madinah Madinah AlFuraysh  ü          

21 Sukhairat 
AlYamam Madinah Madinah AlFuraysh ü           

22 The Valley of 
AlRawha Madinah Madinah AlFuraysh  ü          

23 Mosque at Irq 
AlThabiah Madinah Madinah AlFuraysh         ü   

24 Mount 
Warqan Madinah Madinah AlFuraysh ü           

25 AlRawha Madinah Badr AlMusaijeed        ü    

26 AlRawha 
Cemetery Madinah Badr AlMusaijeed          ü  

27 AlRawha 
Well Madinah Badr AlMusaijeed    ü        

28 AlRawha 
Mosque Madinah Badr AlMusaijeed         ü   

29 AlMusaijeed 
Mosque Madinah Badr AlMusaijeed         ü   

30 AlMusaijeed Madinah Badr AlMusaijeed        ü    
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# Name of Site 
Location 

Category of Heritage Property 

Natural Cultural 

Region County Locality A B C D E F G H I J 

Village 

31 The Valley of 
Jai Madinah Badr AlMusaijeed  ü          

32 B’ir 
AlGhanam Madinah Badr AlMusaijeed        ü    

33 
The Town of 

B’ir 
AlTaloob 

Madinah Badr AlShfeah        ü    

34 Bi’r Ghaidhi Madinah Badr AlShfeah        ü    

35 The Valley of 
AlGaha Madinah Badr AlShfeah  ü          

36 Town of 
AlSuqia Madinah Badr AlGaha        ü    

37 Ain AlGashry Madinah Badr AlGaha        ü    

38 Um AlBirak 
Old Souq Madinah Badr AlGaha      ü      

39 
Houses on the 

Valley of 
AlGaha 

Madinah Badr AlGaha        ü    

40 The Valley of 
Thaqeeb Madinah Badr AlGaha  ü          

41 The Valley of 
Mejah Madinah Badr AlGaha  ü          

42 The Valley of 
Fer’i Madinah Badr AlGaha  ü          

43 Mubaireek 
Well Makkah Rabigh AlAbwa’a    ü        

44 The Valley of 
AlAbwa’a Makkah Rabigh AlAbwa’a  ü          

45 Mosque 
AlBidhah  Makkah Rabigh AlAbwa’a         ü   

46 
Thaniyyat 

Hersha 
Mosque 

Makkah Rabigh Rabigh         ü   

47 Thaniyyat Makkah Rabigh Rabigh   ü         
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# Name of Site 
Location 

Category of Heritage Property 

Natural Cultural 

Region County Locality A B C D E F G H I J 

Hersha 

48 AlJuhfah Makkah Rabigh Rabigh        ü    

49 AlAlya 
Palace Makkah Rabigh Rabigh     ü       

50 AlKhaldiah 
Well Makkah Rabigh Rabigh    ü        

51 AlJuhfah 
Mosque Makkah Rabigh Rabigh         ü   

52 The Valley of 
Gudaid Makkah Khulais Khulais  ü          

53 

The Prophet’s 
Mosque at 

Aqbat 
Khulais 

Makkah Khulais Khulais         ü   

54 Thaniyyat 
Lift Makkah Khulais Khulais   ü         

55 Old Khulais 
Town Makkah Khulais Khulais        ü    

56 The Valley of 
Amj Makkah Khulais Um AlJerem  ü          

57 Mount 
Jumdan Makkah AlJumum Usfan ü           

58 The Blue 
Valley Makkah AlJumum Usfan  ü          

59 Thaniyyat 
Ghazal Makkah AlJumum Usfan   ü         

60 Usfan Town Makkah AlJumum Usfan        ü    

61 Usfan Well  Makkah AlJumum Usfan    ü        

62 AlTaflah 
Well Makkah AlJumum Usfan    ü        

63 The Valley of 
Usfan Makkah AlJumum Usfan  ü          

64 Usfan 
Fortress Makkah AlJumum Usfan     ü       
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# Name of Site 
Location 

Category of Heritage Property 

Natural Cultural 

Region County Locality A B C D E F G H I J 

65 Mount 
Dhajnan  Makkah AlJumum AlJumum ü           

66 AlFath 
Mosque Makkah AlJumum AlJumum         ü   

67 
Mar Valley 
(The Valley 
of Fatimah) 

Makkah AlJumum AlJumum  ü          

68 
Grave of 

Lady 
Maimoonah 

Makkah AlJumum AlJumum          ü  

69 The Valley of 
Sarif Makkah AlJumum AlJumum  ü          

70 Aishah 
Mosque Makkah Makkah Makkah         ü   

71 Tuwa Well Makkah Makkah Makkah    ü        

72 AlMa’ala 
Cemetery Makkah Makkah Makkah          ü  

73 Thaniyyat 
Kada Makkah Makkah Makkah   ü         

74 Arrayah 
Mosque Makkah Makkah Makkah         ü   

75 Prophet’s 
Place of Birth Makkah Makkah Makkah          ü  

76 
House of 

Lady 
Khadeejah 

Makkah Makkah Makkah          ü  

77 
The Holy 
Mosque in 
Makkah 

Makkah Makkah Makkah         ü   

Total Documented Sites 

7 15
 

4 8 3 1 1 11
 

20
 

7 

26 51 
Source: Abrar AlKadi based on information from Abdullah AlKadi  
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Natural Sites 

The 26 documented natural sites include valleys, mountains, thaniyyat, and so on. 

Figure 3-3 displays the location of the documented natural sites along the Sultani Route.  

 

Figure 3-3: The location of the documented natural sites along the Sultani Route 

Source: The route was drawn based on the field survey done by Abdullah AlKadi and Abrar AlKadi in July 
2015; the image is taken from Google Earth, last accessed 2016. 



 50 

A- Mountains 

There are approximately seven documented mountains that occur along the Sultani 

Route. Most of the seven documented mountains are associated with the life of the 

Prophet Muhammad. For example, Mount Athum and Kura’a AlGhameem are two sites 

associated with the revelation of Quranic Versus. At Mount Athum, AlTayamum Verse 

was revealed to the Prophet in the sixth year AH (AD 628) (AlKadi, 2015). As for Kura’a 

AlGhameem, Sourat AlFath was revealed at the seventh year AH (AD 629) (AlKadi, 

2010). And Sukhayrat AlYamam, the Rocky Hillock of AlYamam, is considered a black 

hillock landmark usually mentioned in the accounts of the Sultani Pilgrimage Route. 

Sukhayrat AlYamam, located 28 miles from AlMadinah, was a resting area, and the 

Prophet rested there during his journey to Badr in the second year AH (AD 624) 

(AlHamawi, 1995; AlKadi, 2015). Mount Warqan, also known as Mount Hemt, was 

mentioned by the Prophet as being one of the Heaven Mountains (AlSamhoody, 1955). 

As for Mount Jumdan, the Prophet passed east of Mount Jumdan in all of his journeys 

between AlMadinah and Makkah, except during his Hijrah Journey to AlMadinah, where 

he passed to the west in order to hide from the travelers on the main Route (AlKadi, 

2015). Figure 3-4 illustrates two examples of the mountains along the Sultani Route, 

including Mount Athum in That AlJaish and Mount Warqan. 
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B- Valleys 

There are approximately 15 documented valleys associated with the Sultani Route. 

The Valley of Amj, also known as the Valley of Khulais, where the Town of Khulais is 

located, is an important valley mentioned in several historical sources (AlKadi, 2015). 

The Blue Valley and the Valley of Usfan are two significant valleys passed by other 

prophets as mentioned by the Prophet Muhammad. The Blue Valley, now known as the 

Valley of Ghurlan, where the Town of Ghurlan is located, is associated with the Prophet 

Moses passing through there (AlKadi, 2015). As for the Valley of Usfan, it is associated 

with the passing of the two prophets through there, Houd and Salih (AlKadi, 2015). 

Sukhayrat AlYamam Mount Warqan 

Figure 3-4: Examples of the mountains along the Sultani Route 

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2016  
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C- Thaniyyat 

Along the Sultani Route are four documented thaniyyats. Thaniyyat, the plural of 

thaniyyah, as described by Lane in 1863 means “a long mountain that lies across the 

road, and which the road traverses” (Lane, 1863: 359; AlKadi, 2013: 228). Whereas 

thaniyyah, as described by Lane, is “any such mountain that is traversed: so called 

because it lies before the road, and crosses it; or because it turns away him who traverses 

it; or the road of what is termed: or a road in, or upon, a mountain: or a road to a 

mountain or: or a mountain itself; or a part of a mountain that requires one, in traversing 

it, to ascend and descend; as though it turned the course of journeying” (Lane, 1863: 359; 

AlKadi, 2013: 228). The four documented thaniyyats along the Sultani Route are 

Thaniyyat Hersha, Thaniyyat Lift, Thaniyyat Ghazal, and Thaniyyat Kada. 

Cultural Sites 

The other tangible elements associated with the Sulatani Route are the cultural 

sites. There are 51 documented cultural sites that are related to the Sultani Hajj Route’s 

functionality, as a historic pilgrimage and trade route. These cultural sites include places 

for storage, rest, and lodging (wells); defensive fortifications and palaces; markets (old 

souqs); means of communication and transportation (railways); urban centers; places of 

worship and devotion; and sacred sites. Figure 3-5 displays the location of the 

documented cultural sites along the Sultani Route. 
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Figure 3-5: The location of the documented cultural sites along the Sultani Route with the described 
sites numbered based on their order in table 3-1 

Source: The route was drawn based on the field survey done by Abdullah AlKadi and Abrar AlKadi in July 
2015; the image is taken from Google Earth, last accessed 2016. 
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In the following section, the thesis provides examples of cultural sites along the 

Sultani Route, organized using the categories proposed by the ICOMOS-CIIC Charter on 

Cultural Routes 2008 as being tangible elements linked to historical routes. 

D- Places for Storage, Rest, and Lodging  

One of the most characteristic features along a historic route serving for pilgrimage 

and other purposes, such as trading, are places where travellers rest, lodge, and replenish 

food and water supplies. The travelers usually traversed a distance of 24 miles a day. This 

distance was also known as “Marhala” or stage of travel (AlKadi, 2013), which is the 

distance that camels could travel during a day. At each Marhala, there were resting areas 

that were usually supplied with wells and other facilities. Along the Sultani Route are 

eight documented historic wells, including wells that are still in use. 

The most important wells would be the Well of Abi Anbah, the well associated 

with the House of Fatimah Bint AlHusain, the Ihab Well, AlRawha Well, the Mubaireek 

Well, AlKhaldiah Well, the Ancient Well in Usfan (AlTaflah Well), and the Tuwa Well. 

These wells differ in the time they were built as well as their association. Some of these 

wells are managed and safeguarded by the Saudi Commission of Tourism and National 

Heritage (SCTH), including the well associated with the House of Fatimah Bint 

AlHusain, AlTaflah Well, and the Tuwa Well. 

 

 

 



 55 

The well associated with Fatimah Bint AlHusain  

This is Site 11 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the Sultani Route. The 

well associated with Fatimah Bint AlHusain is located at “AlHarah AlGharbiah” meaning 

the Western Lava of AlMadinah. It is adjacent to the east side of Fatimah Bint 

AlHusain’s house (figure 3-6). Fatimah Bint AlHussain is one of the Prophet 

Muhammad’s offspring (AlKadi, 2015). Next to the well appears a historic building that 

is said to be the Ismail Bin Al Waleed Palace (Hashim, 2012). This well is safeguarded 

and managed by SCTH. The well and associated buildings maintain the material and 

design of its original structure. The condition of these structures is considered to be fair, 

as there is destruction in some parts of the structure (figure 3-7). 

 
 

 

 

Figure 3-7: Fair condition of the well 
associated with the House of Fatimah Bint 
AlHusain 

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 

Figure 3-6: The well associated with the House of 
Fatimah Bint AlHusain 

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 
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Mubaireek Well  

This well is Site 43 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the Sultani Route. 

The Mubaireek Well is an ancient well known before the Islamic era. Besides its 

function, the location of this well is considered to be significant, as it is located near the 

junction that connects four main valleys, including the Valley of AlFar’, the Valley of 

Mejah, the Valley of AlGaha, and the Valley of AlAbwa’. In spite of the significance of 

the Mubaireek Well, it is unsafeguarded and considered to be under threat.  

Tuwa Well  

This well is Site 71 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the Sultani Route. 

The Tuwa Well, which is located in the Valley of Tuwa in Makkah, is a significant 

historical well associated with the Prophet Muhammad, as he used to rest and lodge there 

during his journeys to Makkah. After lodging at Tuwa Well, the Prophet used to enter the 

Holy Mosque in Makkah (AlHaram Mosque) from Thaniyyat AlUlya, the east side of 

AlHaram (AlKadi, 2015). This well is now safeguarded and managed by SCTH. The well 

is considered to be in fair condition. However, the surrounding construction and 

development can cause a threat to this historic well. 

E- Defensive Fortifications and Palaces 

Other features associated with the Sultani Route that provide evidence of its 

function as a pilgrimage route are the defensive fortifications and palaces found along the 

Route. The forts were mainly built by the Ottoman Empire to protect pilgrim caravans 

from bandits and nomad raids (AlQaturi, 2012). There are three important buildings of 
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this category found along the Sultnai Route, which are the Palace of Urwah, the Usfan 

Fortress, and AlAlya Palace in AlJuhfah. All three buildings are under the protection and 

restoration of SCTH. 

The Palace of Urwah  

This palace is Site 14 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the Sultani Route. 

The Palace of Urwah is located on the banks of AlAqiq Valley, which is west of 

AlMadinah and at a distance of approximately 2 miles from the Holy Mosque in 

AlMadinah (AlEqtisadiah, 2014) (figure 3-8). The history of the Palace of Urwah goes 

back to the Umayyad period and is associated with Urwah Bin AlZubayr, who was one of 

the most prominent scholors and one of the seven jurists in AlMadinah in his day. The 

palace is curently under the rehabilitation by SCTH and is considered to be well 

maintained and in good condition. However, the materials used in the restoration do not 

reflect the orginal stone material used in the cunstruction of the building (figure 3-9). 

Located north of the Palace of Urwah is a stone foundation of another palace that 

was discoverd during the excavation work (AlEqtisadiah, 2014). The history of this north 

east palace goes back to the first century AH (AD 622 - AD 719). The palace was built 

on a high hill overlooking the edge of AlAqiq Valley. The foundation and walls of this 

north east palace were built from stone that was cut and scattered from the mountain as 

well as that brought from neighboring areas (AlEqtisadiah, 2014). The condition of this 

palace is considered uninhabitable. Yet, it reflects the foundation of the original building 

(figure 3-10). 
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Figure 3-8: The Location of Palace of Urwah 

Source: Google Earth, Last Accessed 2015 

Stone Foundation of 
North East Palace 

The Palace of Urwah Bin 
AlZubayr 

Figure 3-10: Remains of The North East Palace 

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 

Figure 3-9: The Palace of Urwah  

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 



 59 

Usfan Fortress  

This fortress is Site 64 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the Sultani 

Route. The Usfan Fortress is located on top of a hill in the historic town of Usfan 

(Makkah Newspaper, 2016). The fortress was built in the Ottoman period to protect 

pilgrim and trade caravans that were heading from Jeddah to AlMadinah (AlKadi, 2015; 

Makkah Newspaper, 2016). The Usfan Fortress reflects the Ottoman architectural style 

and construction methods used in fortress buildings. The Usfan Fortress is a square 

building with four towers at its corners and two additional towers on each of its four 

walls (AlFourqan, 2010). The fortress was built from stone that was brought from the 

neighboring mountainous areas (AlFourqan, 2010). This historic fortress is under the 

protection of SCTH and has been restored since 2014 (Al-Madina, 2014). The walls and 

towers are considered in good condition and reflect the original material, design, and 

setting of the building. However, part of the hill has been removed due to construction 

work in areas nearby, and therefore the fortress now is on the edge of the hill (AlFourqan, 

2010; AlKadi, 2015). This change has effected the experience of climbing the fortress, as 

it is now a very different climb than it was during the Ottoman time (AlFourqan, 2010; 

AlKadi, 2015).  

F- Markets 

The markets or “small trade settlements” found along the Sultani Route represent a 

comprehensive image of the “Arab desert culture” linked through the trade route. The 
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Um AlBirak Old Souq is an example of the historic markets, which bear witness to the 

Sultani Route’s functionality as a historic trade route.  

Um AlBirak Old Souq  

This market is Site 38 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the Sultani 

Route. The Um AlBirak Old Souq is found in the historic village of Um AlBirak that was 

known in the past as the Village of AlSuqya. Um AlBirak is one of the villages of AlBadr 

County, which is located approximately 118 miles west AlMadinah (AlSuraihi, 2010). 

Um AlBirak Village in the past was a famous pilgrimage station filled with pools for 

pilgrims to replenish their water supply; the pools are so significant that the very name of 

this village, “Um AlBirak” is based on them, as birak means “pools.” This historic 

village was prominent and well known because it was on the Sultani Hajj Route, and 

people passed through it during their pilgrimage. However, when the pilgrims changed 

part of the route and began to go west through the city of Badr instead, this village was 

abandoned.  

Among the features that are found in Um AlBirak is the Old Souq, which reflects 

the activities of the travelers and represents the image of Arab desert culture. The present 

structures of the Old Souq reflect the simple square design of the buildings and the 

construction materials, including stone for the walls and wood for the doors (figure 3-11). 

The Old Souq today is abandoned, and the structures are unmaintained and in poor 

condition.  
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G-Means of Communication and Transportation 

AlHijaz Railway Station in AlMadinah 

This railway station is Site 8 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the 

Sultani Route. AlHijaz Railway Station in AlMadinah represents a means of 

communication and transportation along the Sultani Route that was established to ease 

the pilgrims’ journey. AlHijaz Railway connected Damascus with AlMadinah and is 

approximately 820 miles in length (AlMadina Regional Municipilty, 2014). The railway 

was established by the order of the Ottoman ruler, Sultan Abdulhameed II, in 1318 AH 

(1900 AD), and it began operation after eight years of construction, as the first train 

arrived in AlMadinah in 1326 AH (1908 AD) (AlMadina Regional Municipilty, 2014; 

UNESCO, 2016). The railway was associated with several buildings and facilities, such 

Figure 3-11: Um AlBirak Old Souq 

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 
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as railway stations, terminal services, carriages, warehouses, repair shops, restrooms, and 

bridges over the railway tracks, and valleys. Before AlHijaz Railway, pilgrims used 

camels to travel from Damascus to Makkah, which usually took two months and was full 

of much hardship (Assi, 2005: 1). The railway was used for nine years, and later stopped 

working because of WWI (AlMadina Regional Municipilty, 2014). Although the railway 

stopped working, the stations of this railway as well as the associated facilities remain as 

landmarks scattered through Saudi Arabia’s cities. One of the important stations is the 

station located in AlMadinah (figure 3-12). The station is safeguarded and managed by 

SCTH. The station today is used as a public museum, which opened in 1998, featuring 

many antiquities and historic collections. The station is well maintained and in good 

condition, reflecting the design, setting, and stone material used in the structure. The 

station also reflects the Ottoman style in buildings. In 2015, Saudi Arabia submitted 

AlHijaz Railway in the Tentative List of sites to be considered for future nomination for 

the inscription on the World Heritage List.  
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H- Urban Centers 

The extensiveness of the Sultani Route in both time and space is a determining 

factor of the history of the lands that are crossed by it (Alberto, 2005: 3). The history of 

the Sultani Route as a trade and pilgrimage route has been an important factor in the 

urban process along the Route. There are approximately 11 documented urban centers 

found along the Sultani Route. Some of these urban centers have been found and 

developed prior to the Sultani Route and others that have been developed because of the 

Route (Alberto, 2005: 3).  

AlRawha  

This village is Site 25 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the Sultani 

Route. AlRawha is a significant historic village located at a high plateau at the end of 

AlRawha Valley, 70km west AlMadinah. This site was also a famous resting station for 

Figure 3-12: AlHijaz Railway Station in AlMadinah 

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 
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the trade caravans before Islam and for pilgrim caravans after Islam. AlRawha was 

mentioned by several historic sources, such as AlSeerah AlNabawyiah by Bin Hisham 

and Mu’jam AlBuldan by AlHamawi, which state that the Prophet settled at AlRawha 

during many of his journeys, including his journey to Badr as well as his pilgrimage 

journey (Bin Hisham, 1990; AlHamawi, 1995). AlRawha consists of historic buildings, a 

cemetery, a mosque, and a historic well that is still in use: people from all over come to 

take water from it (figure 3-14). The well is now known as AlRawha Well after the 

village, but in the past, it was known as Sajaseg. In 2014, the Municipality of AlMadinah 

and SCTH, with the participation of a team named “Inaha Taibah,” worked on 

documenting the historical properties of AlRawha (Makkah Newspaper, 2014). The 

conditions of the old buildings, well, and mosque are considered to be in fair condition, 

featuring the original design and construction material of stone. However, the historiacal 

features are under threat due to low protection and development of near areas. For 

example, the back field wall of AlRawha Mosque has been removed due to excavation 

work of a near project (figure 3-14). 
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Figure 3-13: Google Earth image in 2003 featuring AlRawha Mosque, well, and cemetery and 
showing the back field wall of the mosque before removal.  

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 

Figure 3-14: AlRawha Mosque in 2015 after removal of the back field wall.  

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 



 66 

AlMusaijeed Village  

This village is Site 30 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the Sultani 

Route. AlMusaijeed Village is an example of a town with origins older than the Sultani 

Route. AlMusaijeed Village, also known as AlMunsaraf in the days of the Prophet 

Muhammad, is located in AlBadr County, approximately fifty miles west AlMadinah 

(AlMeseijeed Village, 2016). AlMusaijeed is considered one of the oldest towns on the 

way to Makkah. This village was also one of the important caravan stations and was 

mentioned in many historic resources, such as Mu’jam AlBuldan by Yaqut AlHamowy in 

AD 1224. The importance of this village lies in its geographic location, as it is the only 

port between the mountains located west of AlMadinah. This location was important for 

the caravans coming from the Red Sea as well as for the caravans travelling between 

Makkah and AlMadinah (AlMusaijeed Village, 2016). AlMusaijeed also includes a 

historic mosque, which is associated with the Prophet Muhammad (AlBelady, 2009: 

160). The condition of this mosque is considered to be poor. Furthermore, this village 

includes buildings of unknown date, which reflect the construction materials of stone and 

wood (figure 3-15). The conditions of these buildings vary from fair to uninhabitable; 

only the remains of the buildings exist for those that are uninhabitable. 
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The Town of B’ir AlTaloob  

This town is Site 33 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the Sultani Route. 

The Town of B’ir AlTaloob, also known as AlHafat, is a significant historic town where 

travelers used to rest and change routes (AlKadi, 2015). This historic town is an example 

of a town that developed because of the Sultani Route’s functionality as a cultural route 

for trade and pilgrimage. The Town of B’ir AlTaloob is located at a distance of three 

“marahel” from AlMadinah (figures 3-16), which is approximately 72 miles (AlBekry, 

1982: 955). The town today is abandoned, and only the archeological remains exist of the 

town. The archeological remains of the town are tangible evidence of the existence of this 

town of the Sultani Route (figure 3-17). The remains reflect the local building 

Figure 3-15: One of AlMusaijeed Village buildings reflecting the stone and wood construction 
material. 

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 
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construction material, as the structures were built from stone, and the roof varies between 

wood and stone (figure 3-18).  

 

 

 

The historic towns of Bi’r AlGhanam, also known as the Town of AlJai, after the 

Valley of AlJai; Town of AlSuqia; AlJuhfa; Old Khulais Town; Usfan; and the houses on 

the Valley of AlGaha all reflect that the Route was busy and occupied.  

Figure 3-17: The Town of B’ir AlTaloob, archeological 
remains.  

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 

Figure 3-18: The Town of B’ir AlTaloob, archeological 
remains showing stone structure and wood roof. 

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 

Figure 3-16: The location of  the Town of 
B’ir AlTaloob on the route. 

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 
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I- Places of Worship and Devotion 

The Sultani Route’s existence in a Muslim country as well as its functionality as a 

pilgrimage route has been key in the presence of 20 documented mosques along the 

Route. Starting from the Holy Mosque in AlMadinah, AlGammamh Mosque, Abu Baker 

Mosque, Ali Bin Abi Taleb Mosque, Umar Bin AlKhatab Mosque, AlAnbariah Mosque, 

AlSuqyah Mosque, AlMiqat Mosque, AlMuaras Mosque, Mosque at Irq AlThabiah, 

AlRawha Mosque, AlMusaijeed Mosque, Mosque AlBidhah, Thaniyyat Hersha Mosque, 

AlJuhfah Mosque, The Prophet’s Mosque at Aqbat Khulais, AlFath Mosque, Aishah 

Mosque, Arrayah Mosque, and finally the Holy Mosque in Makkah are all examples of 

the mosques found along the Sultani Route. These mosques differ in the dates they were 

built. Some were built during the life of the Prophet Muhammad; some were built during 

the Umayyad Caliph, Umar Bin Abdulaziz when he was governor of AlMadinah between 

98-106 AH (AD 717-725); and some were built after that time.  

AlMiqat Mosque and AlJuhfah Mosque are two of 11 of the “miqats” of ihram. 

Miqat is the place where the pilgrims prepare to perform the pilgrimage. The preparation 

is done by entering a sacred state called ihram in which pilgrims carry out required 

rituals. Ihram also requires pilgrims to wear special clothing that is suited for the purpose 

of pilgrimage. Pilgrims should not pass the miqat without performing the ihram. There 

are 11 miqats of ihram where five of them are the main ones. AlMiqat Mosque and the 

location of AlJuhfah Mosque are two of the main miqats, and the other three are Qarn al-

Manazil, Dhat Irq, and Yalamlam. 
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AlMiqat Mosque 

This mosque is Site 15 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the Sultani 

Route. AlMiqat Mosque is considered the first miqat of ihram and the furthest from 

Makkah. This mosque is located at a distance of 450 km north Makkah (AlRahmoony, 

1980: 40). This is the miqat of the people living in AlMadinah and those passing through 

AlMadinah and intending to do pilgrimage. AlMiqat Mosque has many other names, such 

as Dhul Hulaifah Mosque after the area in which it is located; Abyar Ali, meaning “Wells 

of Ali”, is where Ali’s wells are present; and Al-Shajarah Mosque, meaning “The Tree 

Mosque,” as it was built near the location of a tree that the Prophet Muhammad used to 

rest under (AlSamhoody 1955; Mubarakpuri, 2002: 120). The Umayyad Caliph, Umar 

Bin Abdulaziz built AlMiqat Mosque when he was prince of AlMadinah from year 87-92 

AH (AD 707-712) (Arab News, 2012). The mosque was then renewed during the 

Abbasid and Ottoman eras (Arab News, 2012). AlMiqat Mosque was a small mosque 

built from stone and mud (Al-Madinah AlMunawarah Research and Studies Center, 

2009; Arab News, 2012). However, with the increased number of piligrims every year, 

King Abdulaziz (the late king of Saudi Arabia) ordered to expand the mosque and 

provide it with the necessary facilities (Al-Madinah AlMunawarah Research and Studies 

Center, 2009; Arab News, 2012). The mosque today can accommodate 5,000 people and 

is 6,000sq meters, consisting of two coridors that are separated by a 1,000m of open 

space (Arab News, 2012). The mosque also has two domes and one spiral minaret that is 

64m high (Al-Madinah AlMunawarah Research and Studies Center, 2009; Arab News, 
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2012). A minaret is a lighthouse attached to the mosque, which is an Islamic architectural 

feature (figure 3-19). AlMiqat Mosque is considered in good condition. 

 

AlJuhfah Mosque 

This mosque is Site 51 in table 3-2 of the heritage properties along the Sultani 

Route. AlJuhfa Mosque is located in the old village of AlJuhfah and is in a distance of 

187 km northwest Makkah. The location of this mosque, AlJuhfah Village, is considered 

the miqat of the pilgrims coming from Syria, Egypt, and Morocco as well as other 

pilgrims following the same routes (AlRahmoony, 1980: 40). The pilgrims coming from 

these countries used to travel by sea, and AlJuhfah was the first destination they passed 

through, so they performed their ihram there (Ibn-jebreen, 2008). The name “AlJuhfah”  

is derived from the verb “ajhaf” meaning prejudice; the village was thus named because a 

Figure 3-19: AlMiiqat Mosque featuring the spiral minaret 

Source: Abrar AlKadi, July 2015 
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flood had damaged the village, destroying some of its features; hence it was considered 

as prejudiced. Consequently, people performed their ihram in a nearby, aligned village 

called Rabigh, which is at a distance of 204 km from Makkah (AlRahmoony, 1980: 40). 

Therefore, the government of Saudi Arabia has built AlJuhfah Mosque, a big mosque in 

AlJuhfah Village, with a paved road connecting to the mosque for pilgrims, so they may 

perform their ihram there. AlJuhfah Mosque is considered in good condition. 

J- Sacred Sites 

There are seven documented sacred sites that are associated with the Sultani Route. 

The existence of these sites is due to the Sultani Route’s existence between the two Holy 

Cities in which the Prophet Muhammad and his close companions spent their lives. The 

seven documented sacred sites are the House of the Prophet in AlMadinah, the House of 

Fatimah Bint AlHusain, AlRawha Cemetery, the Grave of Lady Maimoonah, AlMa’ala 

Cemetery, the Prophet’s Place of Birth, and the House of Lady Khadeejah. 

3.2.1.2. Intangible Heritage Elements 

The Sultani Hajj Route carries religious and symbolic value because it represents 

the cultural route for the Prophet Muhammad’s Farewell Pilgrimage as well as the 

pilgrimage of Muslims for many centuries. Hajj or pilgrimage is one of the five pillars of 

Islam. Each Muslim is required to perform the pilgrimage to Makkah at least once in a 

lifetime. Before Islam, many people performed pilgrimages to Makkah, which was 

visited as an important shrine (Assi, 2005: 3). However, after Islam, the importance of 

visiting Makkah greatly increased. 



 73 

3.2.2. Brief Synthesis and History 

In the past, there were five main routes used by pilgrim caravans to travel between 

the Two Holy Mosques of AlMadinah and Makkah and seven main routes used by 

pilgrim caravans from other countries to travel to Makkah (AlKandahlawy, 1997: 14; 

AlQaturi, 2012; AlKadi, 2015). Pilgrims usually chose to follow the routes used by 

traders because they were associated with rest areas and wells, and they were full of 

people and, therefore, safer. These are the five main routes between Makkah and 

AlMadianh: the Sultani Route, meaning the Main Route; AlFir’i Route, meaning the 

Branch Route or the Sub Route; AlGha’ir Route; Yanbu AlBahr Route; and AlSharqi 

Route, meaning the East Route (AlKandahlawy, 1997: 14; AlQaturi, 2012; AlKadi, 

2015). The first four are located west of AlHijaz, while the fifth route is located east of 

AlHijaz. Figure 3-20 illustrates the four routes: the Sultani Route, AlFir’i Route, 

AlGha’ir Route, and AlSharqi Route.  

The Sultani Route was the most used route (AlKandahlawy, 1997: 14; AlQaturi, 

2012; AlKadi, 2015). The Sultani Route is 240 miles in length, which usually took ten 

days to travel (AlKadi, 2011). Starting from Makkah, the pilgrim caravans gathered at 

Fatimah Valley, then headed to the Usfan Well, and then went on to Rabigh (AlQaturi, 

2012). At Rabigh, the route splits into several branches, but most pilgrim caravans chose 

the Sultani Route (AlQaturi, 2012). The caravans mostly arrived at AlMadinah on the 

sixth day after leaving Rabigh (AlQaturi, 2012).  
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Figure 3-20: Old map illustrating AlSultani Route in red, AlFir’i Route in purple, Yanbu AlBahr 
Route in cyan, and AlSharqi Route in blue.  

Source: King Abdulaziz Library, Colored routes added by Abrar AlKadi. 
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During the journey, the travelers stopped each day at a resting area after cutting a 

“marhala” or stage of travel (AlKadi, 2011). The marhala is approximately 24 miles in 

length and was the distance that the camels could walk during a day (AlKadi, 2011). At 

each marhala, there was a resting area that was usually supplied with wells and facilities. 

Although the Sultani Route was the most used, nomadic raids on pilgrim caravans 

and trader caravans led some travelers to take other routes that were less dangerous 

(AlQaturi, 2012; AlWatan, 2013; AlKadi, 2015). These routes were the other four routes.  

The Fer’i Route is the route from Rabigh to AlMadinah through Buraidah 

(AlQaturi, 2012). Those who chose to travel using the Fer’i Route gathered at AlRuthwan 

Well, which was twelve hours travel from Rabigh (AlQaturi, 2012). At AlRuthwan Well, 

travelers supplied themselves with water and other needs and then continued their travel, 

passing through the five villages: Abi Dhaya’a, Rayan, Um AlUyal, Mathiq, and Samed 

(AlQaturi, 2012). The caravans then passed from AlGhadeer, a low area that was 

transformed into a lake like area after rainwater (AlQaturi, 2012). 

AlGha’ir Route is the third route to AlMadinah. This is the route used by the 

Prophet Muhammad in his famous Hijrah Journey (AlKandahlawy, 1997; AlQaturi, 

2012; AlKadi, 2010). The Hijrah Journey is the Prophet’s migration from Makkah to 

AlMadinah at July 16th AD 622, which marks the beginning of the Islamic lunar calendar: 

“After Hijrah” is denoted as “AH” (AlMubarkfouri, 1976; AlKandahlawy, 1997; AlKadi, 

2010). Although AlGha’ir Route was considered shorter than the Sultani Route and the 

Fer’i Route, caravans did not favor it. The reason behind the avoidance of this route was 

because it was a mountainous route full of dwellings, which made it exhausting for the 
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camels that were carrying loads (AlQaturi, 2012). The mountainous nature also made it a 

preferred route for road bandits. However, the shortness of this route led many people to 

use it, and it was preferred by pedestrians and horseback riders (AlQaturi, 2012). 

The fourth route is Yanbu AlBahr Route, which is considered AlMadinah’s port. 

This route is on a flat land, which encouraged caravans to use it (AlQaturi, 2012). The 

caravans using this route first stopped at Saeed Well then Safra’a Village. At Safra’a 

Village, Yanbu AlBahr Route meets with AlSultani Route (AlQaturi, 2012). Caravans 

may also choose to use this route because it passes through the Famous Village of Badr.  

The fifth route between Makkah and AlMadinah is AlSharq’i Route. This route was 

known for its name because of its location east of AlHijaz. AlSharq’i Route was the most 

preferred between the loaded caravans, especially in the hot seasons and when the raids 

of the road bandits increased on the other roads (AlQaturi, 2012). The caravans using this 

route reached the Lemon Well after fourteen hours, and then they reached Beroud Well 

which the caravans preferred resting at, as they supplied themselves from its sweet water 

(AlQaturi, 2012). After passing several wells and other stages (marahel), the caravans 

reached Berkat Zubaydah, meaning “Zubaydah’s Pool,” as it was built by the order of 

Zubaydah, the wife of the Abbasid Caliph Harun AlRasheed, to collect stream water 

(AlQaturi, 2012; Tahir, 2015; UNESCO 2016). 

The seven routes used by the pilgrim caravans from other countries to Makkah 

include these: Levant Road, Egyptian Road, Aden Road, Oman Road, AlHasa Road,  

Basra Road, and Baghdad Road, also known as the famous Zubaydah Route, which 

connects AlSharqi Route with Zubaydah Pool (AlQaturi, 2012; UNESCO 2016). 
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The Sultani Route was also part of several important ancient routes, such as Darb 

AlBkhoor (The Incense Road), which was also known as Tariq AlUtoor (The Perfume 

Road) (AlUmari, 2003; AlKadi, 2015). Darb AlBkhour was one of the most important 

overland trade roads in the Arabian Peninsula, especially between Yemen and AlHijaz 

traders (Hariri-Rifai, 1990; AlUmari, 2003, AlHakawati, 2013). Parallel to the Red Sea 

and linking Yemen with AlSham, Darb AlBkhour had many branches, and one of the 

branches was AlShamy Makkah which AlSultani Route is part of (AlUmari, 2003, 

AlHakawati, 2013). 

In the tenth year AH (AD 632), ten years after the Prophet’s Hijrah journey to 

AlMadinah, the Prophet Muhammad used the Sultani Route for his Hajj Journey 

(pilgrimage journey) with more than 114,000 of his companions (AlKandahlawy, 1997: 

27, AlKadi, 2010). This journey is also known as the Farewell Pilgrimage, as it was the 

Prophet’s only and last pilgrimage.  

The same Route remained in use until the 20th century AD. However, after the third 

century AH (ninth century AD) during the Abbasid Empire, part of the Route from 

AlMusaijeed to AlJuhfa was abandoned, and travelers journeyed west through the Village 

of Bader (AlSamhoodi, 1955; AlKadi, 2015). The Sultani Route is known in historical 

sources as the Caravans Route, the Prophet’s Pilgrimage Route, and the Conquest of 

Makkah Route (AlKadi, 2015). It also can be found in historical sources as one of the 

Pilgrimage Routes and the Old Trade Routes (AlKadi, 2015). 
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3.3. Justification of Outstanding Universal Value:  

Hajj, or pilgrimage to the Holy City of Makkah, is one of the five pillars of Islam, 

which each Muslim is required to perform at least once in a lifetime. This pilgrimage is 

also considered one of the most ancient religious pilgrimages in the world (UNESCO, 

2016). Many people before Islam performed pilgrimage to Makkah, which was visited as 

an important shrine (Assi, 2005: 3). However, the importance of visiting Makkah has 

greatly increased after Islam, and millions of people today visit Makkah every year to 

undertake this religious journey (Assi, 2005: 3; UNESCO, 2016).  

To undertake this religious journey to Makkah, the pilgrims followed several 

traditional land and sea routes that were used for several centuries. These routes were not 

only used for religious purposes but were also used as trade and commercial routes that 

eased cultural and commercial exchanges with the ancient world for centuries (UNESCO, 

2016). The land routes constitute tangible evidence, as they represent the cultural and 

religious traditions of the many civilizations that undertook these routes. 

 The Sultani Hajj Route perfectly represents the cultural, religious, and scientific 

exchanges of the multi-dimensional users. The Sultani Route embodies the interaction of 

movement along the Route over a span of space and time from the Pre-Islamic time to the 

20th century AD. The significance of the Sultani Route lies not only in its history as a 

pilgrimage and trade route but also in its association with the Prophet’s Farewell 

Pilgrimage Journey. 
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3.3.1. Criteria Considered to be Met 

As described in chapter 2, there are six cultural criteria and four natural criteria. 

The Sultani Hajj Route meets the three cultural criteria: criteria (ii), criteria (iv), and 

criteria (vi) for the following reasons: 

3.3.1.1. Criterion (ii):  

The Sultani Hajj Route exhibits an important interchange of human values over a 

span of time expanding from the Pre-Islamic time to the 20th century AD as well as a 

span of space extending between the two Holy Lands of AlMadinah and Makkah. This 

interchange of human values is reflected in tangible elements along the Route, such as the 

different architectural styles found in the historic towns that were developed through 

time, the fortified places to protect trade and pilgrim caravans, the resting places and 

wells that provided caravans with supplies, and the memorial inscriptions and milestones 

which formed monumental works of art. 

3.3.1.2. Criterion (iv):  

The religious and physical needs of the pilgrims and travelers along the Sultani Hajj 

Route were met by the development of a number of tangible elements, such as the 

mosques, forts, and wells, found along this Route. These tangible elements found 

illustrate significant stages in human history. 
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3.3.1.3. Criterion (vi):  

The Sultani Hajj Route is directly associated with the Prophet Muhammad’s 

Farewell Pilgrimage, a significant event in the history of Islam, as well as the pilgrimage 

of Muslims of all classes from all around the world. 

The many tangible heritages along the Sultani Route, such as the towns, buildings, 

wells, and memorial inscriptions, bear exceptional witness to the influence and 

interchange of ideas among human civilization. 

3.3.2. Statement of Integrity and Authenticity  

3.3.2.1. Integrity: 

It is evident from the description above how the series of properties as a whole 

should be seen as having integrity and how the individual properties also have integrity. 

The overall series of properties consisting of fortifications, markets, places for rest and 

lodging, urban centers, transportation facilities, and religious sites sufficiently represent a 

full picture of the significant characteristics of the Sultani Route as a trade and pilgrimage 

route. 

Most of the properties comprising the Route demonstrate a high level of integrity 

given the limited development around the buffer zone of these properties. However, due 

to recent developments, especially in the areas near the Two Holy Cities of AlMadianh 

and Makkah, some properties could be under threat, such as the Tuwa Well. Therefore, 

an adequate buffer zone for each property needs to be defined in order to ensure the 
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intactness and integrity of the entire property. Furthermore, the change of the names of 

many of the villages and resting areas along the historic routes which has taken place 

misleads historians when researching the routes, and this leads to mistakes (AlShaye, 

2013); hence this needs to be corrected in future research and the original names of these 

sites restored. 

3.3.2.2. Authenticity: 

The Sultani Route remained a dynamic route for several centuries. The remains of 

the tangible heritage elements associated with the Route, such as the forts, the station, 

resting areas, places of worship and devotion, and so on, reflect the significance of the 

Sultani Hajj Route and the richness it brought to the area. 

3.3.3. Comparison with Other Similar Properties: 

Other trade and pilgrimage routes of other world religions, which are on the 

Tentative List or inscribed on the World Heritage List include the Routes of Santiago de 

Compostela in France, the Route of the Franciscan Evangelization, and the Incense Route 

- Desert Cities in the Negev. The following section will include a brief description of 

each route. 

3.3.3.1. Routes of Santiago de Compostela in France: 

The Route of Santiago de Compostela was proclaimed by the Council of Europe as 

the first European Cultural Itinerary in 1987 (UNESCO, 2016). This route, located along 

the French-Spanish border, existed from the Middle Ages (Lourens, 2007: 477; 
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UNESCO, 2016). The route was and still is taken by thousands of pious pilgrims from all 

social classes and from all over Europe (UNESCO, 2016). The goal was and still is to 

reach the tomb of St. James at Santiago de Compostela, which is the capital of the region 

of Galicia in La Coruna Province in North Western Spain (Lourens, 2007: 476). The 

route passes through more than 1,800 historical buildings, both religious and secular, as 

well as a group of important historical monuments (UNESCO, 2016). The Route of 

Santiago de Compostela played an essential role in “encouraging cultural exchanges 

between the Iberian Peninsula and the rest of Europe during the Middle Ages” 

(UNESCO, 2016). The route “remains a testimony to the power of the Christian faith 

among people of all social classes” (UNESCO, 2016). 

3.3.3.2. Route of the Franciscan Evangelization: 

The Route of the Franciscan Evangelization is a religious route found in central and 

western Guatemala. The route includes 26 churches and other religious buildings that 

were built during the Spanish dominance from 1524 to 1821 (UNESCO, 2016). The 

stylistic unit of the buildings as well as the great quantity of works of art reflects the 

didactic and religious purposes of the buildings (UNESCO, 2016). 

3.3.3.3. Incense Route - Desert Cities in the Negev: 

The Negev Incense Route is a World Heritage trade route located in the Negev 

Desert of Southern Israel (UNESCO, 2016). Along the route spread the four Nabatean 

Towns of Haluza, Mamshit, Advat, and Shivta that were associated with fortresses and 

agriculture landscapes (UNESCO, 2016). This trade route connected south Arabia to the 
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Mediterranean (UNESCO, 2016). The Negev Incense Route flourished from the third 

century BC until the second century AD and reflected profitable trade in frankincense 

and myrrh (UNESCO, 2016). The remains of the tangible elements associated with the 

route, such as the urban constructions, forts, caravanserai, and irrigation systems, bear 

witness to “the way in which the harsh desert was settled for trade and agriculture” 

(UNESCO, 2016).  

AlSultani Route’s Exceptional Character 

From since the Pre-Islamic time, many people performed the pilgrimage journey to 

the Holy City of Makkah that was visited as an important shrine, undertaking the already 

existing trade routes. With the rise of Islam, the importance of performing the pilgrimage 

to Makkah increased, as it is one of the pillars of Islam. The number of people 

undertaking the routes leading to Makkah also increased as well as the importance of the 

routes. As a result, many rulers and wealthy supporters provided several facilities in order 

to ease the pilgrimage journey, such as resting areas supported with water and other 

supplies, forts for protection, and means of communication and transportation. Beyond, 

the pilgrimage route’s religious meaning, the routes contributed to the social and cultural 

exchanges with the civilizations. The Sultani Route has an exceptional importance 

because of its association with the Prophet Muhammad’s Hajj Journey. The remains of 

the tangible properties associated with the Sultani Route bear witness to its functionality 

both as a trade route and a pilgrimage route that was used for several centuries from the 

Pre-Islamic time to the 20th century AD. 
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4. CONCLUSION 

The Sultani Hajj Route, though one of the most important Pre-Islamic trade and 

pilgrimage routes in Saudi Arabia, has not been identified as a significant route worthy of 

designation for conservation. The significance of this Route is not only national but also 

international, as it carries an outstanding universal value. This study aimed to identify the 

Sultani Hajj Route as a significant World Heritage Cultural Route worthy of 

conservation. To achieve this purpose, the thesis sought to explore the guidelines and 

criteria set by different organizations in designating cultural routes. Then, it sought to 

apply these guidelines and criteria to identify the Sultani Hajj Route for proper 

conservation.  

Based on the literature available, the thesis defined the criteria set by the UNESCO 

to designate sites on the World Heritage List and explored the ICOMOS-CIIC Charter on 

Cultural Routes. The thesis then applied the defined criteria to identify the Sultani Hajj 

Route for possible designation on the World Heritage List. Based on field survey, the 

thesis managed to identify 77 heritage properties associated with the Sultani Route’s 

history and functionality. These elements add to the value and significance of the Route 

as a whole. However, due to the wide scale of the Route and the extensive number of the 

individual elements, the study focused on describing and analyzing 12 significant 

elements.  

Given the extended scope of designating the Sultani Hajj Route for possible 

conservation and the remoteness of the individual sites forming the Route, the effort 
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carried out in this thesis may be considered a minor step in a huge process, which 

requires further research and investigation. Among these areas are building a better 

understanding of the Route; conducting sound analysis and assessment of the Route; 

setting a long-range comprehensive conservation plan; and applying an integrated 

management system which will require joint efforts and a multidisciplinary approach. 

Other areas include insuring sustainable use of the Route; securing sufficient and 

sustained funding; enhancing the participation of the local community in the process; and 

raising awareness and incentives for public participation in protecting the Route and its 

parts. 
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5. APPENDICIES 

5.1. APPENDIX A: UNESCO TENTATIVE LIST SUBMISSION FORMAT 
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TENTATIVE LIST  
SUBMISSION FORMAT 

STATE PARTY: DATE OF SUBMISSION: 
Submission prepared by: 
Name: E-mail: 
Address: Fax: 

Institution: Telephone: 

Name of Property: 
 
State, Province or Region: 
 
Latitude and Longitude, or UTM coordinates: 

 
DESCRIPTION: 

 
Justification of Outstanding Universal Value:  
(Preliminary identification of the values of the property which merit inscription on the World Heritage List) 

 
Criteria met [see Paragraph 77 of the Operational Guidelines]: 
(Please tick the box corresponding to the proposed criteria and justify the use of each below) 

Statements of authenticity and/or integrity [see Paragraphs 78-95 of the Operational 
Guidelines]: 

Comparison with other similar properties:  
(The comparison should outline similarities with other properties on the World Heritage List or not, and the 
reasons that make the property stand out) 

 
• The Tentative List submission format is available from the UNESCO World Heritage Centre and at the 

following Web address: http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists 
• Further guidance on the preparation of Tentative Lists can be found in Paragraphs 62-67 of the 

Operational Guidelines. 
• An example of a completed Tentative List submission format can be found at the following Web address: 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists 

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi) (vii) (viii) (ix) (x) 
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• All Tentative Lists submitted by States Parties are available at the following Web address: 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists 

• The original signed version of the completed Tentative List submission format should be sent in English or 
French to: UNESCO World Heritage Centre, 7 place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP, France 

• States Parties are encouraged to also submit this information in electronic format (diskette or CD-Rom) or 
by e-mail to wh-tentativelists@unesco.org 
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5.2. APPENDIX B: CONDITIONS OF INTEGRITY AND AUTHENTICITY  
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INTEGRITY AND AUTHENTICITY 

(From the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention, 
from Paragraph 79 to 95. Available at http://whc.unesco.org/en/guidelines/) 

 

Authenticity 

1. Properties nominated under criteria (i) to (vi) must meet the conditions of authenticity. 
Annex 4 which includes the Nara Document on Authenticity, provides a practical 
basis for examining the authenticity of such properties and is summarized below. 

2. The ability to understand the value attributed to the heritage depends on the degree to 
which information sources about this value may be understood as credible or truthful. 
Knowledge and understanding of these sources of information, in relation to original 
and subsequent characteristics of the cultural heritage, and their meaning as 
accumulated over time, are the requisite bases for assessing all aspects of authenticity. 

3. Judgments about value attributed to cultural heritage, as well as the credibility of 
related information sources, may differ from culture to culture, and even within the 
same culture. The respect due to all cultures requires that cultural heritage must be 
considered and judged primarily within the cultural contexts to which it belongs. 

4. Depending on the type of cultural heritage, and its cultural context, properties may be 
understood to meet the conditions of authenticity if their cultural values (as 
recognized in the nomination criteria proposed) are truthfully and credibly expressed 
through a variety of attributes including: 

• form and design; 
• materials and substance; 
• use and function; 
• traditions, techniques and management systems; 
• location and setting; 
• language, and other forms of intangible heritage; 
• spirit and feeling; and 
• other internal and external factors. 

5. Attributes such as spirit and feeling do not lend themselves easily to practical 
applications of the conditions of authenticity, but nevertheless are important indicators 
of character and sense of place, for example, in communities maintaining tradition 
and cultural continuity. 
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6. The use of all these sources permits elaboration of the specific artistic, historic, social, 
and scientific dimensions of the cultural heritage being examined. "Information 
sources" are defined as all physical, written, oral, and figurative sources, which make 
it possible to know the nature, specificities, meaning, and history of the cultural 
heritage. 

7. When the conditions of authenticity are considered in preparing a nomination for a 
property, the State Party should first identify all of the applicable significant attributes 
of authenticity. The statement of authenticity should assess the degree to which 
authenticity is present in, or expressed by, each of these significant attributes. 

8. In relation to authenticity, the reconstruction of archaeological remains or historic 
buildings or districts is justifiable only in exceptional circumstances. Reconstruction 
is acceptable only on the basis of complete and detailed documentation and to no 
extent on conjecture. 

Integrity 

9. All properties nominated for inscription on the World Heritage List shall satisfy the 
conditions of integrity. 

10. Integrity is a measure of the wholeness and intactness of the natural and/or cultural 
heritage and its attributes. Examining the conditions of integrity, therefore requires 
assessing the extent to which the property: 

a) includes all elements necessary to express its Outstanding Universal Value; 

b) is of adequate size to ensure the complete representation of the features and 
processes which convey the property’s significance; 

c) suffers from adverse effects of development and/or neglect. 

This should be presented in a statement of integrity. 

11. For properties nominated under criteria (i) to (vi), the physical fabric of the property 
and/or its significant features should be in good condition, and the impact of 
deterioration processes controlled. A significant proportion of the elements necessary 
to convey the totality of the value conveyed by the property should be included. 
Relationships and dynamic functions present in cultural landscapes, historic towns or 
other living properties essential to their distinctive character should also be 
maintained. 
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12. For all properties nominated under criteria (vii) - (x), bio-physical processes and 
landform features should be relatively intact. However, it is recognized that no area is 
totally pristine and that all natural areas are in a dynamic state, and to some extent 
involve contact with people. Human activities, including those of traditional societies 
and local communities, often occur in natural areas. These activities may be consistent 
with the Outstanding Universal Value of the area where they are ecologically 
sustainable. 

13. In addition, for properties nominated under criteria (vii) to (x), a corresponding 
condition of integrity has been defined for each criterion. 

14. Properties proposed under criterion (vii) should be of Outstanding Universal Value 
and include areas that are essential for maintaining the beauty of the property. For 
example, a property whose scenic value depends on a waterfall, would meet the 
conditions of integrity if it includes adjacent catchment and downstream areas that are 
integrally linked to the maintenance of the aesthetic qualities of the property. 

15. Properties proposed under criterion (viii) should contain all or most of the key 
interrelated and interdependent elements in their natural relationships. For example, 
an "ice age" area would meet the conditions of integrity if it includes the snow field, 
the glacier itself and samples of cutting patterns, deposition and colonization (e.g. 
striations, moraines, pioneer stages of plant succession, etc.); in the case of volcanoes, 
the magmatic series should be complete and all or most of the varieties of effusive 
rocks and types of eruptions be represented. 

16. Properties proposed under criterion (ix) should have sufficient size and contain the 
necessary elements to demonstrate the key aspects of processes that are essential for 
the long term conservation of the ecosystems and the biological diversity they 
contain. For example, an area of tropical rain forest would meet the conditions of 
integrity if it includes a certain amount of variation in elevation above sea level, 
changes in topography and soil types, patch systems and naturally regenerating 
patches; similarly a coral reef should include, for example, seagrass, mangrove or 
other adjacent ecosystems that regulate nutrient and sediment inputs into the reef. 
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17. Properties proposed under criterion (x) should be the most important properties for the 
conservation of biological diversity. Only those properties which are the most 
biologically diverse and/or representative are likely to meet this criterion. The 
properties should contain habitats for maintaining the most diverse fauna and flora 
characteristic of the bio-geographic province and ecosystems under consideration. For 
example, a tropical savannah would meet the conditions of integrity if it includes a 
complete assemblage of co-evolved herbivores and plants; an island ecosystem should 
include habitats for maintaining endemic biota; a property containing wide ranging 
species should be large enough to include the most critical habitats essential to ensure 
the survival of viable populations of those species; for an area containing migratory 
species, seasonal breeding and nesting sites, and migratory routes, wherever they are 
located, should be adequately protected. 
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