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Introduction

The urban sprawl and the rapid 
industrialization of our American cities in 
the twentieth century may have caused 
some unintended problems in our living 
spaces today that cannot be supported 
indefinitely. Mixed Use Development is a 
strategy that can be used to remedy 
some of the damage caused by the rapid 
growth of cities and prevent further 
damage. Through the analysis of several 

case studies, this project will identify 
the strategies that should be 
implemented in order to create a 
successful mixed use development 
site. 

Methodology

This project uses a qualitative method to 
determine applicable sustainable 
strategies for mixed use projects.  
Through literature review and the 
analysis of four case studies, a checklist 
of successful strategies will be created as 
a reference for future projects. Each of 
the case studies is broken down to assess 
social, environmental, and economic 
strategies implemented on site and each 
case will be given a score out of 50, up to 
5 points for each strategy. 
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Mixed Used Development Rating 

A B C D

Social 

Factors

Open Space 3 5 3 4

Unique Quality 5 3 4 4

Sense of 

Community 
4 4 2 5

Pedestrian

Friendly
5 5 5 4

Environmental

Factors

Passive Design 3 5 3 5

Walkability 5 5 5 4

Renewable 

Energy
No Yes No Yes

Transit 4 3 5 3

Economic 

Facotrs

Jobs Created 4 5 4 3

Affordability 3 4 3 3

Total 36/50 44/50 34/50 40/50

Conclusion

The One North Development was the most successful development based on the determined criteria. This 
development reduces the environmental impact the most, improves the social quality of life of the residents, 
and positively affects the financial standard of living. All of these categories need to be assessed and applied to 
the building to ensure that it is a sustainable building with a long life span. Other factors that need to be taken 
into account are the proper location of the building and the adherence to the local public policy on long term 
development and community engagement.

Case Studies

Four recent mixed use developments 
were chosen from three different regions 
in the United States. The strategies 
chosen to compare the case studies to 
were the most common strategies in 
previous successful mixed use 
developments that represented each of 
the three pillars of sustainability. 

A. 21c Museum Hotel
Cincinnati, Ohio

B. One North

Portland Oregon

C. Old Bank District
Los Angeles, California

D. Sofia Lofts
San Diego, California

Scoring Criteria

Each strategy that was selected was 
based off of a past mixed use 
development that was successful. 

The four social factors are implemented 
to increase the quality of life of the 
residents. These factors are more 
intangible and reflect how the residents 
feel about the development. 

Environmental Factors are strategies that 
are implemented to reduce the negative 
impact or help the environment in some 
way. These are strategies that are either 
applied to the building or implemented 
in the site around the building. Their goal 
is to reduce or repair any impact we 
have on the environment to make sure 
that resources and land are available 
indefinitely. 

Economic factors all relate to the  ability 
of the local economy to support the 
population. These factors include 
strategies that affect the financial 
standard of living like the amount of jobs 
created by the development and the 
affordability of the development, mostly 
for low-income households. 


