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Rapid urbanization in the 20th and 21st century has 
profoundly reshaped societies, economies, and the 
natural environment. Traditional patterns of urban 
sprawl create low density, pollution, and traffic 
congestion. Mixed-use is an alternative to traditional 
development forms which boasts numerous benefits 
including walkability, infill, place-making, reduced 
automobile reliance, and increased revenue.

Individual Habits: Studies suggest adults who relocated 
in denser, mixed-use neighborhoods increased levels of 
walking for recreation and transportation, decreased 
automobile reliance, and increased use of public transit.

Zoning Practices: The adoption of the Standard State 
Zoning Enabling Act in 1924 reduced interest in mixed-
use by encouraging a separation of uses resulting in 
distinct districts for commercial, industrial, and 
residential use. Urban scholars and critics challenged 
traditional zoning practices saying a mixture of uses is 
what creates “vibrant and successful neighborhoods.”

Infill Development: Mixed-use as a from of infill seeks 
to utilize vacant or under-used land within built-out 
areas which can “alleviate spatial segregation and 
promote social diversity.”

Mixed-use development “focuses on creating urban core areas where people are not functionally separated from what they do; rather 
these spaces are where inhabitants can live, work, shop, and play, all without daily use of an automobile.”

• Case study review of 3 mixed-use developments 
examined and rated for economic, social, and 
environmental success

The Cadence / Plaza Centro

Mercado San Agustin / 
Mercado District

One East Broadway

Each mixed-use development scored fairly similar for success with the 
Cadence having the greatest score due to high economic impact and social 
benefit. Future mixed-use developments should include sustainable 
building practices, create a high volume of jobs, and locate near transit 
and walkable areas. Further research in Tucson should consider mixed-use 
developments outside of the downtown area to decipher what truly 
makes one development successful over another.

*More than project costs (0), Less (1)
** 0-20% (1), 21-40% (2), 41-60% (3), 61-80% (4), 81-100% (5)
*** Post Construction 0-20 (1), 21-40 (2), 41-60 (3), 61-80 (4), 81+ (5)
**** Refer to www.walkscore.com
***** No (0), Yes (1)
****** 0-5 (D), 6-12 (C), 13-19 (B), 20-26 (A)
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