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COLLEGE OF AGRICULT IIKE AND LIFE SCIENCES 

LESLIE GUNATILAKA, Professor, Office of Arid Lands Studies 
Director, Southwest Center for Natural Products Research and Commercialization 
(Natural Products Center) 

Leslie Gunatilaka joined the University of Arizona in 1997. Acting as principal 
investigator, he has attracted over $3 million in grants and contracts, and over $1 million 
as a co- principal investigator. He has invested more than $500,000 of his grant /contact 
funds to purchase equipment and improve the research infrastructure of the Natural 
Products Center. 

Gunatilaka has written 146 peer- reviewed publications and has authored and co- 
authored more than 115 research communications, contributed seven book chapters and 
is an author of four patent applications. The common theme, "search for anticancer drugs 
from Sonoran desert organisms" is prominent throughout Gunatilaka's research projects. 
He has trained 23 graduate students, 11 postdocs and numerous undergraduates as part 
of his commitment to excellence in education during his academic career. 

Gunatilaka is currently a member of the Editorial Advisory Board of the international 
journal Natural Products Letters, and serves as a manuscript and a book reviewer for 
nine other international journals. He has delivered more than 65 invited lectures and 
research seminars in the USA and abroad. 

In 1985, during his tenure as professor of organic chemistry and head of the department 
of chemistry, he won the Sri Lankan Presidential Award for "developing a center of 
academic excellence in natural products chemistry" at the University of Peradeniya, Sri 
Lanka. He was elected in 1997 as a Fellow of the Third World Academy of Sciences 
(Italy) in recognition of his outstanding contributions to science and its development of 
the Third World. In 1998 he was elected a member of the Arizona Cancer Center in 
recognition of his work on anticancer drug discovery, and in 2000 he received the 
CaPCURE award for his "dedication to ending prostate cancer as a risk for all men and 
their families." 

ANIMAL SCIENCES EQUINE PROGRAM 

Mark Arns, Bill Schurg, Wendy Davis, Mary Ann Harris, Susan Rose and 
Laura Walker 

This team has successfully increased the number of animal sciences majors to a 30- 
year high of 146 students this year. The University of Arizona has created an active 
thoroughbred breeding program consisting of quality stallions for use by our program 
and clients throughout the state. The breeding of UA mares provides an opportunity to 
generate revenue to maintain the Equine Center and the foals are used in several academic 
courses. The UA Equine Sciences Program is known as a leader in the thoroughbred 
breeding program in Arizona. This team was formed three years ago and since then the 
Equine Center has been transformed from a "solely operational facility" needing financial 
assistance from the College to remain in business, to a self- sufficient operation unit and 
the center of the equine science teaching program. The outreach efforts have led to 
initiation of educational programs for Arizona horse owners. Due to the increase in faculty 
and staff, and their diverse backgrounds, Arizona horse owners have been able to 
capitalize on a number of new educational opportunities. 
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2003 RESEARCH CAREER DEVELOPMENT AWARD 

This is a new award established to provide special support for research by faculty who 
have assumed an unusually heavy teaching, advising, extension and / or service load 
during the past two to three years. In 2003 two Research Career Development Awards 
were presented. 

MARY ANN EASTLICK, Chair, Division of Retailing and Consumer Sciences, 

School of Family and Consumer Sciences 

Since joining the Retailing and Consumer Sciences Division (RCSC) in 1992, Mary 
Ann Eastlick has been a pioneer in developing many new academic offerings, ranging 
from undergraduate and graduate programs to a research program. Over the past 10 
years this program has experienced a phenomenal growth. During Eastlick's tenure the 
RCSC undergraduate enrollment has nearly quadrupled. Without her initial and ongo- 
ing involvement and dedication this success would not have been possible. Eastlick has 
advised hundreds of undergraduate students and has served as graduate coordinator. 
Most recently, Eastlick was appointed chair of the division. 

MARK AR, Associate Specialist, Department of Animal Sciences 
Mark Arns joined the Department of Animal Sciences in 2000 and has spent the last 

three years developing and teaching four new three -credit course in Equine Sciences 
while at the same time developing three additional new courses. Largely through his 
efforts, enrollment in this program has doubled since his arrival. He also advises 
undergraduate and graduate students and serves as the faculty advisor for the 
Horseman's Association. Arns has made major contributions in extension outreach with 
four new programs: 1) UA Horse Conference, 2) UA Reproductive Management Schools, 
3) UA Equine Nutritional Management Workshops and 4) UA Youth Horse Judging 
Workshop. He is in the process of completing several CD -ROM programs for distribution 
to county offices. 

CALS NEWSLINE 

The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences sends out a monthly electronic newsletter 
called CALS NewsLine to interested subscribers. Each issue contains a short collection 
of CALS highlights: new programs, recent research breakthroughs, fact sheets, and 
upcoming events. Along with each description there is a link to a website address for 
locating more information. To view sample back issues and to subscribe to NewsLine, 
see cals.arizona.edu/pubs /newsline /. 
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