
College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences Research Awards 1999 -2000

Item Type text; Article

Publisher College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, University of Arizona
(Tucson, AZ)

Journal 2000 Agricultural Experiment Station Research Report

Download date 24/05/2023 20:14:29

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10150/622267

http://hdl.handle.net/10150/622267


College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Research Awards 
1999 -2000 

RESEARCHER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Mark L. Brusseau, Professor of Soil, Water and Environmental Sciences. 

Brusseau's research focus is the transport, fate, and remediation of contaminants in the subsurface environment. His 
program has been at the forefront of this inter- disciplinary topic by synthesizing research in hydrology, environmental 
chemistry, microbiology, soil science, ecology, and engineering. Brusseau is one of the few researchers to employ a 
holistic approach to research in his field by integrating theoretical, experimental, and modeling -based investigations. He is 
a prolific publisher of scientific articles, is currently PI or co -PI on $2.2 million in research grants and has réceived more 
than $10 million in research funding to date. He is currently the advisor of 23 graduate students who work in his lab. 

His collaborative efforts span local, national and international venues. He is a member of the National Research 
Council, National Academy of Sciences 1999 -2000. He serves as graduate program director for the Department of Soil, 
Water and Environmental Sciences, and was recently appointed by the Governor of Arizona to the State Superfund 
Advisory Board. 

OUTSTANDING RESEARCH STAFF AWARD 
Phyllis Reid, Senior Research Specialist, Department of Nutritional Sciences. 

Phyllis worked with Bobby Reid and managed his research laboratory for 24 years prior to taking over the manage- 
ment of Wanda Howell's laboratory in 1995. At the University of Arizona she has attained Ph.D. candidacy in the 
Nutritional Sciences Interdisciplinary Program while working full -time. Reid is involved in the planning and execution of 
research projects, the statistical analysis of experimental data, and the writing of research reports, journal articles and 
grant proposals. Her participation in research activities has resulted in first or co- authorship on 20 peer reviewed journal 
articles and 34 abstracts. 

Reid has worked collaboratively with faculty, staff and students in laboratories in the Departments of Animal Sciences 
and Nutritional Sciences, as well as the Department of Physiology's Body Composition Lab. Currently she is involved in 
three collaborative research projects: the "Healthy Weight 4 Life" study; the "Validation of Ultrasonometry to Assess 
Change in Bone Properties and Risk of Osteoporosis" project, and a study with the College of Nursing on "Indicators of 
HIV Wasting Syndrome." 

OUTSTANDING TEAM AWARD 
Arizona Teen Pregnancy Prevention Team: Campus -County Connections 
Joyce Alves, Sherry Betts, Ruth Carter, Lynne Durrant, Aleta Garcia, Kim Gressley, Peggy Lazarus and Donna Peterson 

This team is directed by Sherry Betts, extension family life specialist, in the area of research -based community outreach, 
focusing on youth development. The Arizona Teen Pregnancy Prevention project is especially significant because Arizona 
has one of the highest birth rates among adolescent girls. The team is working on a five -year grant of over $900,000 
involving four communities where the extension agents have done a great deal of community development and net- 
work. 

In Apache County the team is working on "Postponing Sexual Involvement" in the community of Chinle on the 
Navajo Reservation. This program was designed to enable community members to determine the needs of their 
own community and then develop their own type of program. Youth was the major focus of "Youth, Family 
and Community in Chinle," resulting in the development and implementation of a summer youth program and 
the "Postponing Sexual Involvement" Program. 
In Gila County, the team's adolescent pregnancy project resulted in an extensive school -based program as well 
as community forums, and training in peer mentoring and parent education. 
Mohave County was identified as having one of the highest teen pregnancy rates in Arizona in 1992. This 
team's efforts have made positive changes in hundreds of lives in the community of Golden Valley near 
Kingman, Arizona. 
The Pinal County team implemented the "Postponing Sexual Involvement" program in Eloy, Casa Grande and 
Picacho communities. The PSI educational series on "how to say no" was developed to help young people learn 
skills to resist pressures to become sexually involved. 

This team's work epitomizes an "ideal" role model in the extension area, where emphasis is placed on linking and 
integrating academic and outreach programs. It is recognized beyond the state level. The State Strengthening Evaluation 
Guide produced by this team is an outstanding example of a major project benefiting many children, youth and family 
practitioners at the national level. This team, comprising diverse members from various counties, has worked tirelessly to 
bring this five -year project to successful completion and make a positive impact on youth development. 

On September 19, 2000 Betts and her team were notified of a $2 million grant that will involve five counties and focus 
on healthy adolescent development related to the prevention of sexual violence and intimate partner violence. 
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