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50	 ARIZONA HISTORICAL REVIEW

THE RIVER COLORADO

(By Lieut. E. D. Tuttle)

The American people are united in determination to
develop the full resources of this great stream which has
for untold ages been rolling its yellow flood from its
sources in the snowy peaks of the Rockies and its
auxiliary ranges, down to the Gulf of California and,
in the process of time, has cut its way through the Grand
Canyon; through its different strata of marble pillars,
castellated sandstones, granite peaks, great beds of
schists, shales and carboniferous deposits; carving out
valleys, filling depressions, and carrying life to the dry
desert wastes until it found a resting place in its great
mother, the ocean. No one lives to tell its story; no
human record had been kept, but the record is there to
be read by the student of geology in the walls of the
mile-deep canyon of its upper reaches, registered as
the footprints of time. The rocks and shells of the ages
past tell us how high or how low its red turbid waters
have rolled in its maddening glee, or silently glided to
the sea.

The records are there to show that in the past, during
the revolving epochs of time, it has freely poured its
vast contents into the ancient sea at Salton. The story
can be read as plainly written by nature's never-failing
pen; in living lines that can never be erased from na-
ture's magnificent volume of history, in which is written
the geological record of the great Colorado River Valley
and the vast Salton Basin. It shows that six times that
valley and basin have been under the waters of the river
and sea.

Modern history informs us that in 1538 Cabeza de
Vaca discovered the mouth of the Colorado. In 1540
Fernando Alarcon ascended the river from the gulf to
the head of the tidewater. In 1676 Father Eusebio Kino
came up the gulf and river to the mouth of the Gila, and
forty miles above, visiting the river Indian tribes, which
he wished to civilize and bring under church control.
Ten years later he came back with Father Pedro Garces,
Juan Diaz, Jose M. Moreno and Juan A. Berenche and
established three missions; one near what is now known
as Hanlons; one at the site of the present Indian school
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(once Fort Yuma), and the third eight miles above
where the city of Yuma now is, on the east bank of the
river. The missions were called in the order mentioned :
"Mission of the Apostle Peter and Paul," "The Immacu-
late Conception of Mary and Saint Isabel." All of these
missions were destroyed by Indians a short time later.

In 1745 Father Seldemeyer came, and while here the
Indians arose and killed every person connected with the
missions, thirty-three all told. In 1776 Father Escalante
came from Santa Fe, New Mexico, down the Gila River
to Yuma, and down the Colorado to the gulf and to
Magdalena, Sonora, Mexico. The mission at Yuma had
been reestablished, but in July, 1779, while people were
at mass, the Indians arose in a body and killed 170 per-
sons, sparing only women and children, which they car-
ried into captivity, distributing them among the differ-
ent tribes. This ended the missions.

In 1838 American trappers came in—Peg-leg Smith,
Pauline Weaver and Bill Williams, who followed the
river for beaver pelts.

In 1847 Gen. Stephen Kearney, with U. S. Dragoons,
came through en route to San Diego, California. Next,
the emigrants to California gold mines, in 1849, came
through, and a ferry was put in at Yuma by G. W.
Lincoln. July 11, 1850, Louis J. F. lager acquired the
ferry at Yuma and the emigrant travel increased. Also,
Benjamin Hartshorne, Geo. A. Johnson, Dr. Ogden
Ankrim, Minturn, Blake, Taffe, Moses and Archibald
came to Yuma to settle. During the years of 1850-51
about 30,000 emigrants passed Yuma into California.
In the meantime, another ferry was established ten
miles below Yuma, where the river bends south and the
California trail leaves it, now known as Hanlons. The
fare for crossing was from one to two and one-half
dollars for each person, and five to ten dollars each
team. The lumber for the ferry boats was brought
across the desert from San Diego at twenty-five cents
a pound freight. On December 20, 1850, Captain H. A.
Willcox arrived at the mouth of the river in the schooner
Isabel, loaded with general supplies, and came up the
river thirty miles, to the head _of tidewater. Tides rise
and fall at the head of the gulf from twenty to thirty
feet and rushes up the river at great speed, causing a
great bore as it meets the current, rendering navigation
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impossible exc ept at the time it floods or ebbs, and
then go with it either way.

In November, 1851, the Indians drove away Mr. lager
and a party of soldiers, who were at Fort Yuma, and
being pressed by them had taken refuge at lager's
stronger fort a few miles below Yuma. In the scrim-
mage, lager received three arrow wounds.

February 17, 1852, the schooner Sierra Madre, with
supplies for the troops which were expected overland,
arrived at the mouth of the river and anchored in four
fathoms of water. A few days after, Majors Heintzle-
man and Stoneman arrived with six companies of U. S.
soldiers to garrison Fort Yuma. As soon as the troops
arrived, lager and his party returned. Hartshorne, John-
son and Willcox joined in taking a contract to bring
stores up from the gulf to Fort Yuma. This was the
beginning of the business of freighting by the water
route. These same men organized as the Colorado
Steam Navigation Company and continued business until
the railroad came in 1878.

They commenced by using small barges propelled by
ropes and poles at the hands of soldiers and Indians.
Heintzleman's command had thoroughly subdued the
hostile Indians of the lower river, and made a peace
which was never afterwards broken.. These trips took
from forty to sixty days. Mr. Minturn, who owned the
ferry at Hanlons, died early in 1853 and lager secured
both ferries, the one at the fort and the one at Han-
ions.

The first steamboat on the river was the Uncle Sam.
She was brought to the mouth of the river in pieces in
the schooner Capacity, from San Francisco, and put to-
gether by Captain Turnbull. She reached Yuma De-
cember 2, 1852. She was a side-wheeler sixty-five feet
long, fourteen feet wide and drew two and one-half
feet of water. She had a locomotive boiler of twenty
horse-power and carried twenty-five tons of freight on
twenty-two inches draft. She ran on the river until
June 22, 1854, when she sank at her moorings at Pilot
Knob, ten miles below Yuma. All efforts to raise her
failed.

The second steamer was the General Jessup, a side-
wheeler ; Capt. George A. Johnson, master, which
reached Yuma January 18, 1854, with thirty-five tons
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of supplies for the troops at the fort. She was 104 feet
long, seventeen feet wide and twenty-seven feet over
all, with a seventy horse-power engine and boiler, and
carried sixty tons on two feet of water. She was the
first steamboat to go above Yuma. In 1858 she went
twenty miles above where Fort Mohave and Hardyville
now are. On her return trip she met the little iron
steamer, Explorer, with which Lieut. Ives. U. S. topo-
graphical engineer, was exploring the Colorado River-
a stern "wheeler and just sent out from New York in
pieces and assembled at the mouth of the river. When
the General Jessup reached Picacho, fifty miles above
Yuma, she ran on a rock and sank. The steamer, Colo-
rado Number 1, which was the fourth steamer on the
river, was sent to the Jessup's rescue ; raised her and
brought her down to Yuma. The Jessup ran the river
trade until August 25, 1858, when she blew up near
Ogden's Landing, twenty-five miles this side of Lerdo's
Cloony, killing two men. She was condemned and her
machinery sent to San Francisco. Lieut. Ives' steamer,
Explorer, was the third steamer on the river; sent by
the government in 1857. She, after taking Lieut Ives
and party up-river to Mohave, ran on the Colorado and
Gila rivers until she made her last trip up the River
Gila after a load of wood. She became unmanageable
as she came out the mouth of the Gila and the river
current carried her down to Pilot Knob, where she made
fast to a tree. The bank, tree and all caved in; she then
floated into a slough eight miles below. The river
changed its channel and left her iron frame miles in-
land, to be eaten up by rust.

The fourth steamer on the river, as before mentioned,
was the Colorado Number 1, built in San Francisco and
sent down in pieces and put together at Yuma, at the
foot of Main Street, on the east bank of the river at
what is now the city of Yuma. She was the fastest boat
ever on the river. She was overhauled at the shipyard
of the Col. Steam Nay. Co., at Port Isabel, at the head of
the gulf, in 1858. At one time, the U. S. Government
paid $500 a day for her use, and for more than two
months of the three for which she was chartered, she
never turned a wheel. When condenmned, her ma-
chinery was put into the steamer, Colorado Number 2.
Her boiler lies in the river, just below the U. S. Quarter-
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master's Building at Yuma, and her hull at the Gridiron,
near the mouth of the river.

The fifth steamer was the Cocopah Number 1, built
at Port Isabel, the company's shipyard and dry dock,
located near the mouth of the river, on the east bank.
As the Delta is low, and overflowed at high tide, the
company constructed a levee or dyke, inclosing several
acres occupied by the shops, warehouse and dry dock.
There was deep water for ships, their cargoes being dis-
charged directly to the boats and barges and taken to
Yuma. The Mexican Government never had a custom
house there or interfered in any way with the commerce
of the port. After running a few years, the Cocopah
Number 1 was hauled out at Port Isabel and her hull
built up and converted into a warehouse. Her ma-
chinery was taken to San Francisco and put into the
steamer Hattie Ficket, which ran in the Sacramento
River trade.

In 1861-62 there came the gold discoveries at La Paz,
Ehrenberg and other places inland, which increased
very largely the transportation business up and down
the river, lead and copper ores being shipped out. Also,
the Civil War added to it by increased troop movement
and their supplies.

The Civil War was on and the California Volunteers
came to take the place of the regulars, who were taken
east. The Apaches were all on the war-path. October
30, 1856, Capt. Isaac Polhamus came out from the east.
A native of Renssalaer County, New York, he was an
old and experienced pilot on the Hudson River, and en-
tered the company's service as master and superintend-
ent and remained with them until the railroad took over
the property in 1878. He was the captain who was
always entrusted with the up-river trips. He never had
an accident. He could read the channel and avoid the
bars of the swirling and turbid river as no other man
could. When he came there were, besides him, Capt.
A. D. Johnson, a native of Boston, educated as a ship
carpenter, and who worked in that capacity when such
work was needed, and Capt. D. C. Robinson, a native
of Baltimore, also a ship carpenter. When Lieut. Ives,
U. S. topographical engineer, came to explore the river
with his iron steamer, Explorer, in 1856-57, at the sug-
gestion of Capt. Polhamus, he employed Capt. Robinson
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to navigate his boat. The Explorer was of steel con-
struction, brought to the mouth of the river by the
schooner Onward, where she was put together.

The original owners of the setamer line had at that
time retired from active participation in the river busi-
ness, and lived on their estates near San Diego, Cali-
fornia. Capt. H. A. Willcox and Capt. George A. John-
son both had families. Mr. Hartshorne attended to the
San Francisco end of the line. Henry Stevens, a native
of New York City, was superintendent at Yuma, a splen-
did business man. John Dow was bookkeeper and
agent, was a native of Portland, Maine, and came on
October 20, 1856. David Neahr was chief engineer, a
native of Westchester County, New York. He learned
his trade at the great locomotive works at Norristown,
Pennsylvania. He had been with the company from the
first as chief engineer, sometimes operating a boat, but
later in an advisory capacity.

The steamer, Cocopah Number 2, was the sixth boat,
and the steamer, Gila, was the seventh, all stern-wheel-
ers, and built especially for light draft with great horse-
power, as the river was shallow and obstructed by sand-
bars, except at flood season in midsummer when the
snows melted in the Rockies. As a rule, only freight
enough was loaded on the boats to give good traction to
the wheel and the barges were depended upon for the
larger part as a tow.

In 1867 Capt. Trueworthy brought his steamer, Es-
meralda, a stern-wheeler, which he had been running
on the Sacramento River, from San Francisco, this being
the eighth boat on the river. To make his boat sea-
worthy, he closed in the sides and made the sea trip
successfully. He had the material on board for a barge
to be put together at the mouth of the river, also sup-
plies as freight for the Mormon setttlements in Southern
Utah, to be delivered at the landing called Callville,
somewhere near the mouth of the Virgin River below
the Grand Canyon. This boat was to run as an opposi-
tion line to the Col. Steam Nay. Co. His first trip was
made up-river at a rather low stage of water. His boat
had too much draft, causing much delay on sand-bars.
When nearing his destination, his boat grounded so hard
he couldn't get it off in time ; the sand accumulated and
finally the river, as was its habit, turned away and left
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his boat inland. Nothing daunted, the captain went out
into the mountains and brought skids; jacked up the
boat, and with his powerful windlass skidded her to the
river and made his trip. It occupied about a month.
His boat had the distinction of reaching the highest
point on the river. Callville never became a river port
of landing.

The Nina Tilden was the next steamer to come about
the same time from San Francisco, in charge of Capt.
Charles C. Overman. She was a small stern-wheeler
and owned by the company that were to run an oppo-
sition line to the Col. Steam Nay. Co. They had a barge
in San Francisco, which they converted into a four-
masted schooner and loaded her and named her the
Victoria. She carried 800 tons, mostly lumber. Capt.
D. J. Colson was master and sailed her to the mouth
of the river. Capt. John Mellen was first officer. They
both afterwards entered the employ of the Col. Steam
Nay. Co., as captains of barges and boats. Capt. Mel-
len was the last one to run a steamboat on the river,
years after the S. P. R. R. had acquired the line from
the Col. Steam Nay. Co. This last steamer was the
Cocan. I do not know her history, whether she was one
of the old boats already mentioned, and given another
name, or not. She only ran above Yuma, and she was
dismantled and broken up about the time the Santa Fe
Railroad came to the river at the Needles.

I must go back now in the narrative to March, 1863,
when I arrived at Fort Yuma as an officer in the Fourth
California Infantry, and say that whatever is stated
herein, referring to dates before my coming, has been
derived from others—mostly from Capt. Polhamus.
Since my arrived, it is largely my personal knowledge.

In 1866-69 I was quartermaster's agent at the army
depot, at Yuma, and handled all government freights
received by river and shipped to the various camps and
forts in the Territory of Arizona and New Mexico. In
1869-71 I was in the employ of the Col. Steam Nay. Co.
as the Yuma agent. I have an acquaintance with the
river from Port Isabel, at the mouth, to El Dorado
Canyon; have traveled it by steamer, and once in a
small boat—coming down from Mohave.

The oposition lines, represented by the steamers Es-
meralda and Nina Tilden, haying failed, they were sold
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and turned over to the Col. Steam Nay. Co. in 1868.
The barges were called the White Swan and the Black
Crook. Their three other barges were numbered 1, 2,
and 3. The barges White Fawn and Black Crook were
used some, but the two steamers were laid up as they
were not adapted to the Colorado, being of too great
draft. Besides, the company already had three boats,
Colorado, Cocopah and Gila, in commission and three
barges, 1, 2, and 3.

After the acquisition of the Esmeralda and Nina Til-
den, the company had in commission five steamers and
five barges. The inward freights all originated in San
Francisco. The company chartered small sailing vessels
of about 1,000 or 1,500 tons, as sea carriers. Some of
them I will name : The schooner Isabel, Brig Josephine
and the Barque Clara Bell. These were regular char-
ters. In 1872 or 1873, the compnay put a steamship of
their own on the line from San Francisco to Port Isabel,
making regular trips, taking in the Mexican ports of
Guaymas and Mazatlan. This steamer, the name of
which I have forgotten, was able to care for the whole
business. She was a propeller, Capt. McDonough, who
had been master of the brig, Josephine, of the old line,
was made master of the steamer. He was a fine sea-
man, as I can testify, for, in 1869, my wife and I were
passengers on the brig, Josephine, which he commanded
on his voyage in August of that year, to the river. That
was the longest voyage on record, as to time—forty-two
days, encountering calms continually. McDonough went
down on the steamer, Pacific, about 1879.

The river boats depended on wood cut along the banks
to fire the boilers. Indians furnished most of it; Coco-
pahs on the lower and Yumas and Mohaves on the upper
river. I could follow up in this monologue with much
matter personal to those who were participants in the
events of years covering the earlier history of the Colo-
rado River region, but the limits of this narrative will
not permit it. At a later time I may do so. I must,
though, relate one very important event in my connection
with the river.

In May, 1863, the government ordered the re-occupa-
tion of Fort Mohave. It had been abandoned at the out-
break of the Civil War, in 1861, and Major Haller and
his company of the Third U. S. Artillery were with-
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drawn. I, as quartermaster at Fort Yuma, was ordered
to charter a steamer of the Col. Steam Nay. Co., and
load her with supplies for two infantry companies, who
were to march overland from Camp Drum, at Wilming-
ton, California, which was the garrison. The steamer,
Mohave, Capt. Polhamus in charge, was loaded May 13.
Lieut. James A. Hale, with a detachment of ten soldiers
as escort and guard aboard, started on the 250 mile
trip. The boat arrived at Mohave a few days ahead of
the troops. When Major Hailer's command withdrew,
there being no whites in that section, and the Mohave
Indians being friendly, he gave the keys and all the
government property there into the custody of the head
Mohave chief, Sic-a-hote. Lieut. Hale reported, upon
arrival at the fort, and Sic-a-hote and hundreds of his
people met them and handed the lieutenant the keys
and helped get the supplies up into the warehouse,
which was several hundred yards from the boat landing
and on the bluff. They found everything intact, except
a few doors and windows which had been carried away
by miners from La Paz. The lieutenant, in considera-
tion of all this, turned over flour, hard bread, sugar and
other edibles sufficient for a feast, to the assembled
tribe.

Fort Mohave was first established in 1857 by Capt.
Burton and Lieut. Ayres, Sixth U. S. Infantry and Third
U. S. Artillery, respectively. After the Indians had
massacred a company of emigrants en route for Cali-
fornia, Major Armistead and Lieut. Levi N. Bootes,
Second U. S. Infantry, I think, conquered the Mohave
Indians in a battle a few miles below the fort. The
Indians were led by Chief Ir-a-ta-ba. He was the war
chief of the tribe. Major Armistead afterwards joined
the Confederate Army, and as Gen. Armistead led the
Confederate column in what is known as Pickett's
Charge—(Gen. George H. Pickett)—at the second day's
Battle of Gettysburg, July 2, 1864, where he was killed.
The writer has been on the ground where this Indian
fight occurred and had it described by Billy Furlong,
Armistead's servant, who was present. The soldiers
were formed in open order, their flanks protected by a
lagoon. Chief Ir-a-ta-ba charged the soldiers in a regu-
lar skirmish line, shooting arrows—they had no guns.
The soldiers were ordered to hold their fire until the
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Indians got near enough, then the order was given to
fix bayonets. When Ir-a-ta-ba saw this, he concluded
they couldn't shoot and told the Indians to rush and
kill them all with their clubs. Then the order was given
for each man to select his Indian and fire. The volley
killed many and put the rest to rout. It resulted in end-
ing the war and ever since the tribe has been friendly.

The Mohaves are physically the finest of the Arizona
Indians, and the bravest. They were nude, except for
the breech cloth which was colored red or blue. They
were all tattooed on the face with blue lines, as a tribal
mark. The women wore a tunic made from the inner
bark of the cottonwood ; bleached by immersion for
several weeks in water, then beaten into a fluffy fiber
and held by a belt around the hips. It was modest.

The climate of the upper Colorado Valley is hot and
dry. Records kept by the medical department of the
army make it the hottest military post in the United
States. Also, it is almost rainless. The Mohave Valley
extends from The Needles, which are sharp rocks rising
in the river canyon, fifty miles below the fort, to El
Dorado Canyon above. It was timbered by willow, cot-
tonwood and mesquite of two varieties, podded and
screw bean. These beans were the principal food of the
Indians. At the harvest times, they put them up in
silos, on platforms elevated on posts eight or ten feet,
to keep them from bear and coyotes. They also used
the seed of the millet-like grass that grew very rank
after the June overflow. They also grew wheat and
squashes on the damp bottoms, following the receding
water. They never have had to be fed by the govern-
ment. The women are industrious. Hardly a day
passes that they all do not take a bath and swim in the
river, which insures them a sanitary and healthful ex-
istence. Disease was hardly known among them until
they came in contact with the whites. They cremated
their dead. All the worldly effects of the deceased were
cast upon the funeral pyre, thus avoiding trouble in dis-
tributing estates among heirs. They allowed no adjoin-
ing tribes to trespass on their valley and maintained a
regular line of pickets, or police, up and down the
valley. At daylight each patrol could be heard passing
the word that all was well.

In 1864, John Moss, discoverer of the Moss Lode, rich
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in gold, was appointed agent for the Mohaves. In
March, 1865, this agent conceived the idea of taking
the great war chief, Ir-a-ta-ba, to the city of Washing-
ton to see President Lincoln. He got the authority to
do so. They first went to San Francisco, thence by
steamer, via Panama, to New York, arriving in Wash-
ington in time to see the grand review of the combined
armies of Grant and Sherman, through Pennsylvania
Avenue, in May, 1865. Probably one of the grandest
military pageants of all time. Ir-a-ta-ba was on the re-
viewing stand and saw it all. When he left for this trip
his people could not understand it, and his long con-
tinuued absence caused great distrust and uneasiness.
He had three wives and many children, all mourning
him as dead. One day, word came that Ir-a-ta-ba was
en route home. A cloud of dust on the western horizon
disclosed a wagon train descending the slope to the
river. Sam Todd, the feryman, had his boat at the land-
ing and Ir-a-ta-ba was seen by his people. They were
all present on the opposite shore, as he stepped into
the boat. He was over six feet tall. A few strokes of
the oars brought him to the shore. I was an interested
spectator and must describe his dress and appearance.
He was most solemn and dignified. He had on a cocked
hat or chapeau, such as an admiral sports when in full
dress, with a black ostrich plume gracefully falling over
his shoulder. He was attired in full major-general's
uniform, not omitting the yellow sash. At his belt was
swinging a long Japanese sword, of the kind the Su-
marai commit hari-kari with; one of those that crooks
the wrong way—with the long handle, also. On his
breast ribbons and orders; on his shoulders epaulettes.
And there were shoes to match. As he stepped ashore
he took no notice of his wives and children, who held
the post of honor in the front row, but took the line of
march for the headquarters of the commandante, Capt.
Charles Atchison, followed by everybody, and with Capt.
Jack, a sub-chief, as the official interpreter. The cap-
tain was seated in front of his quarters to receive him,
and, after a handshake, Ir-a-ta-ba addressed his people,
which was interpreted by Jack as he went along about
as follows: As the interpreter had no idea of the sea,
he called the voyage "going over the ferry," and the
substance of it was the wonders of the great cities he
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saw, and the multitudes of white people and all the
other things so foreign to his conception of his limited
world. As he closed his address, he turned to the crowd
and in an impressive manner told them of the white
soldiers of the parade and of their numbers; more than
the leaves of the cottonwoods along the river; that the
Mohaves must never go to war with the whites, as they
were too numerous and had too many guns. As a finale
to this spectacle, the captain ordered the commissary
officer, Lieut. Nason, to make an issue of enough rations
to feed the crowd, which adjourned to the river bottom
and soon had fires going and everybody happy on a full
stomach.

The following day Ir-a-ta-ba appeared around the
post. He still had his uniform, but had discarded his
shoes and cocked hat. After a handshake, he produced
from his pocket about a hundred photographs, which
had been presented to him while on his tour. They were
all autographed by givers, who were congressmen and
their wives and state and government oficials, army and
navy officers mostly. The collection was most valuable
and interesting. It was not long until Ir-a-ta-ba had re-
lapsed into his old life and his finery went into the
scrap. The agent said the Jap sword and the orders
and jewels on his coat were presented by an English
nobleman, the rest by army officers and congressmen.
The jewels were large, but evidently glass.

Ir-a-ta-ba is the Indian who purchased the Oatman
girls, Olive and Mary, from the Apaches, in 1851, when
the family was attacked at Oatman Flat, on the Gila.
The father and mother were killed; Ira, the son,
wounded and left for dead but afterward recovered, the
girls being carried into captivity. Several years after-
wards they were rescued by Henry Grinnel, of Yuma,
who paid Ir-a-ta-ba for delivering Olive to him at Yuma.
Mary had died. The government sent Olive to her
uncle in California—Dr. Oatman, who lived in Santa
Rosa, Sonoma County.

I now go back to 1863, and the steamer, Cocopah, on
her return trip. May 2, the two companies having ar-
rived at Fort Mahove—Capt. Fitch's Company B, and
Capt. Atchison's Company I, Fourth California Infantry
—David J. Williamson, first lieutenant and regimental
quartermaster, having received and receipted for the
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supplies, the steamer, Cocopah, started on her return
trip. The boat reached La Paz the first night and tied
up. Boats never run at night on the Colorado. Several
of Lieut. Hale's soldier escort were in need of supplies
and were permitted to go to the town, which was some
distance from the river, to make purchases. The night
was dark, and not expecting an attack, they left their
arms behind. About ten o'clock, they collected in front
of Goldwater's store, to return, when fire was opened
on them from ambush, killing Privates Wentworth and
Behn and wounding Private Gainer and one other whose
name I do not recall. The wounded men were cripples
for life. No effort was made by the citizens of La Paz
to arrest the murderers. It was charged to some ex-
Conf ederates, of Sibley's command, which had been de-
feated at the battles in the Rio Grande Valley.

When the Cocopah arrived at Yuma on the 22 of
May, there was great excitement among the troops. It
was proposed to put a force aboard the steamer and
return to La Paz and investigate and arrest the perpe-
trators, if possible. Word was sent down that the sus-
pected parties had left for New Mexico and nothing was
ever done about it. It resulted in one of the companies
at Mohave, Atchison's Company I, being stationed at
La Paz until November, 1863, when they returned to
Mohave.

It was about this time that Ehrenberg was made the
landing point on the river, as the rich placers at La Paz
were being worked out. This new town was named for
Herman Ehrenberg, a German mineralogist, who dis-
covered the Vulture Mine. He did much for the mining
industry in those early years.

Captain Trueworthy was enterprising and deserves to
be remembered for his efforts to promote river trans-
portation, by putting the Esmeralda and Nina Tilden in
service, also the schooner, Victoria, at sea. They did
not serve long. The Nina Tilden was taken to Port
Isabel for repairs. There came a heavy tide, that parted
most of her lines, and she overturned as she swung
broadside to the combers, her top works being carried
away into the gulf. Her machinery was hauled out on
the bank, after her hull was cut away, the latter follow-
ing the upper works into the gulf.

The schooner, Victoria, which was 186 feet long, was
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loaded with lumber. On arriving, she went up the river
25 miles to Horse Shoe Bend and anchored. During an
incoming tide, she drifted on her anchor and one of the
flukes stove a hole in her bottom. She was towed into
Starvation Point Slough, where the tules were very thick
and high. The Indians set the tules on fire, which ig-
nited her rigging and hull, and what was left of her
lumber floated down the gulf and was lost.

One by one, as the older steamers were worn out, they
were taken to the common grave at Port Isabel, their
machinery taken out; their works dismantled and their
skeletons left there to perish with time and tide.

The steamer, Mohave Number 1, was the most power-
ful one ever on the river. When she was worn out, her
machinery was taken to San Francisco and put into the
steamer, Onward, and ran on the Sacramento for years
after. When the S. P. R. R. reached the river, in 1877,
to meet possible competition they bought all the steam-
ers, barges and ferries.

The Colorado is a mighty stream in the months of
May, June, July and August. The average depth at the
railroad bridge for years has been twenty feet, or 100,-
000 cubic feet per second. The other months it gets low.
The proposed retaining dams would distribute the water
throughout the season and prevent waste. Not a drop
should be permitted to go into the gulf when the im-
provements are completed. None of the tributaries of
the river, entering below the Grand Canyon, now con-
tribute much to its volume except for short periods,
when heavy rains occur, as they have been diverted by
farmers for irrigation. There may be a heavy under-
ground flow that can be recovered by pumping, as cheap
power is produced at the dams.

The only dam on the Colorado at the present time,
1928, is the Laguna Dam, thirteen miles above Yuma,
where the water is raised about twelve feet. It only
serves for the diversion of water for irrigating the Yuma
Indian Reservation, and bottom land on the California
side, and the Yuma Valley below the junction of the
Gila on the Arizona side, as the water is carried across
the river at Yuma in an inverted syphon, made of con-
crete fourteen feet diameter, ninety feet below the bot-
tom of the river and about 600 feet to the Arizona side,
where it is brought up and carried along the mesa down
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about twenty-six miles to the Mexican boundary. At a
point below Yuma an electric power plant raises the
water to the mesa, where extensive citrus planting is
being done; this area being frostless and producing a
very fine, thin-skinned fruit. Water is also diverted
from the dam on the east or Arizona side into the Gila
Valley, north side. Several miles below Yuma the great
Imperial Valley Canal is diverting water in Lower Cali-
fornia territory. At low stages of water a temporary
dam is installed. Fifty per cent of this water is used
in Lower California.

The full development of the river will tax the re-
sources of the general government, as well as the ad-
joining states, and requires many years, but will be of
untold value to the states of the southwest, also of the
country at large.

The men who have been most directly connected with
the river development, and this article is too limited to
include all, have passed away, in so far as the writer
knows. Capt. Geo. A. Johnson, A. D. Johnson, A. S.
Wilcox, Isaac Polhamus, Steve Thorne, D. C. Robinson,
John A. Mellen, D. J. Colson, Henry Stevens, John Dow,
Chas. H. Brimley, Jas. A. Finley, Capt. C. W. Meeden,
Frank Townsend, Joe Godfrey, Ben Christie, Charlie
LeRoy, John W. Dorrington, Louis J. F. lager, David
Neahr, McAfee, Manny, Lowe—these men were super-
intendents, engineers and agents. There was also Sam
Ames, the up-river agent, and many others whose names
I do not recall. Living in that early period was not lux-
urious. Beans, hardtack and bacon was the regular
fare. This hot climate was too much for perishable
food-stuffs. Butt& and milk was out of the question;
Irish potatoes a rarity—nothing of farm products pro-
duced in the nearby region. Occasionally a team would
go inside to Los Angeles. That was the term we all
used when anyone went to California. It was really
outside. Upon returning, we brought such things as
Southern California markets afforded, and that was not
much more than we had at home.

It is strange what an infatuation the desert had for
its denizens, once permanently planted they just get
rooted to the soil and cannot get loose. Misery loves
company, it is said, and that may account for some of it.
The writer, the only relic of the earlier day, still feels



THE RIVER COLORADO	 65

the attraction of the desert sun. The sun moves the
planets, the tides of the ocean and is THE LIFE. We
all worship at the shrine of the great Orb of Day, and
are gloomy when his face is hidden by clouds.

— 
Supplementary Notes by E. D. Tuttle

When Arizona was organized in 1863, its boundaries
were not the same as now. In 1871, that part lying on
the west side of the river Colorado in the northwest
afterwards included in Pah Ute County, was taken
from Arizona and annexed to the state of Nevada. The
strip of territory lying on the east side of the river Colo-
rado below the mouth of the Gila, which was included in
California according to its southern boundary as de-
scribed in the Act of Admission to the Union as a state
in 1850, was by Congress taken from California jurisdic-
tion and added to Arizona about 1870 or 1871. I find
no mention made of the transfer in any of the books or
histories of Arizona. As that strip had been the source
of much controversy up to that transfer, to Arizona, is
my reason for referring to it here. The southern boun-
dary line of California as described in the Act of Ad-
mission, "commenced at the junction of the Gila and
Colorado rivers ; thence in direct line to the mouth of
the Tia Juana river at the Pacific Ocean." The Colo-
rado at its junction with the Gila turns a little north-
westerly for about ten miles, where it again turns in its
general southern trend to the Gulf of California.

The direct line as described cut right through the city
of Yuma, leaving a strip between the line and the river
down to the Algodones, where the river turned south
and crossed the line and again became the line between
Baja California and the Gadsden Purchase, afterwards
New Mexico and later Arizona. The buildings of the
Colorado Steam Navigation Company were in this strip,
the U. S. Quartermaster's depot, several stores and
residences also. The property was assessed, and boats
were registered in San Diego County. People in the
strip voted in San Diego County also. When Arizona
Territory enacted her laws and appointed county offi-
cers in 1864, Yuma County levied taxes, issued licenses
and claimed jurisdiction of her courts in this strip. The
residents in the strip continued to pay taxes and vote in
San Diego County, refusing Yuma county claims. Fi-
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nally, Major Macus D. Dobbins, District Attorney of
Yuma county, brought suit vs. The Col. Steam Nay. Co.
in 1869. The company filed an answer and a demurrer
and its attorneys referred the matter to Hon. J. O. Ham-
ilton, Attorney General of California, who presented the
matter at Washington, which resulted in giving Arizona
full jurisdiction in all powers of government. I never
knew what proceedings were had in settlement. It
would be interesting to the present generation to know.

It is probable that no one in authority knew in 1850
of the freak bend in the Colorado to the northwest, when
the congress fixed California's boundaries. The boun-
dary line between Mexico and the Gadsden Purchase
was surveyed several years after the treaty and the true
situation known. The misfortune of it all is, that our
commissioner, Mr. Gadsden, did not stand for a line
that would have given Arizona a port at the head of
the gulf. It would have only taken in Mexican territory
entirely uninhabited at that time and has remained so
to the present, and would have relieved the improve-
ment of the river of some of its complications.

In 1867, Yuma was made a Port of Entry and Mr.
R. B. Kelly came from Chicago as Deputy Collector of
Customs. This added to the troubles of the transporta-
tion company, as the boats received their cargoes in
Mexico and passed through foreign territory to reach
Yuma. Consequently the collector must be furnished by
the company manifests of cargo upon arrival of each
boat and take out clearance when leaving for the mouth
of the river. As no foreign importations were made,
there were no duties to be paid. The collector's duties
were light, to see no smuggling was allowed, to draw
his salary and make quarterly reports. There was never
any Mexican Customs Officials at the gulf or the line.
In those early years some smuggling was reported along
the Texas, New Mexico and Arizona line to the east, but
not on the river line.

The Indian tribes inhabiting the Colorado River Val-
ley, at the time American occupation began, were dis-
tributed, commencing at its mouth, about as follows:
The "Cocopahs" around the head of the Gulf and fifty
miles above, in Lower California, ranging over the lower
Imperial Valley and Cocopah Mountains. The "Yumas"
occupied the country next above up to the Chimney
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Peaks (or Picachos) fifty miles above the mouth of the
Gila river; living mostly on the California side where
the present Yuma Indian Reservation is. The "Chema-
huaves" occupied the California side above in what is
known as the Chemahuave Valley, or Palo Verde Valley,
ranging over the Mohave desert to the west to the Mo-
have River country. They were not very numerous.
The "Ah-moke-haves" (their original and proper name)
now known as "Mohaves," occupied the country on the
Arizona side from the Yuma country, now the Colorado
Indian Reservation and both sides of the river up to
Cottonwood Island, which is about thirty miles above
Fort Mohave ; now become the Mohave Indian School.
Their principal home is the Mohave Valley, which oc-
cupies sixty miles of the river above The Needles, which
are sharp points of rocks where the river cuts through
the mountain range. These sharp rock pinnacles are
high and very conspicuous. The valley is several miles
broad, mostly on the Arizona side, and contains much
arable land. The Mohaves and Yumas speak the same
language and have the same customs and physical ap-
perance, being tall, muscular and well developed with
handsome features, and of a light copper color. They
differ from the Cocopahs, who are smaller, darker and
with a different language, which is said to be the same
as the Apache language, which they resemble. The
"Pah-Utes" occupy the river above the Mohaves up to
the Grand Canyon. Their range is extensive, covering
all the desert country to the north and west in Califor-
nia and Nevada and Southern Utah. The "Wallipais"
occupy the Grand Canyon and to the south to Bill Wil-
liams River. Their country is mountainous and elevated,
cool and salubrious in climate and rich in mineral and
nutritious grasses; wooded with cedar and juniper.

The Colorado and its tributaries drains one of the
richest mineral regions on the American Continent. The
value of its water when diverted to the use of agricul-
ture can hardly be computed; but its greatest benefits
will be derived from the power in its never failing wat-
ers, as they drop to the lower valleys; developed at its
various levels by dams, and applied to the multifarious
uses of modern civilized life. The power, which prob-
ably when fully realized will exceed ten Niagaras, will
require much time and vast capital. The latter is avail-
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able at any moment; but time when lost is gone forever.
Let there be no unnecessary delay in initiating the work.
United we stand, divided we fall. Unity moves moun-
tains; wrangling and division halts at a mole hill.

In referring to the original and proper name of the
Mohaves I have as my authority the statement of the
Indians—"Ah-moke" is "Three" in their language and
the present tribe was formed by uniting three branches
called "Haves"; therefore: Ah-moke-Haves (3 Haves).




