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INSPECTING HISTORIC MISSIONS

(By Billy Delbridge)

Dean F. C. Lockwood, of the University of Arizona,
and Governor George W. P. Hunt have long been inter-
ested in preserving the old Spanish missions, established
by Father Eusibio Francisco Kino over 200 years ago,
and other historical relics in Arizona.

Realizing that public officials, and the people of Ari-
zona and Sonora, must be impressed with the vital im-
portance of saving the missions for their historical value,
Dean Lockwood visioned a good road route that would
connect the wonderful old missions, established by
Father Kino in Northern Sonora and Southern Arizona.
Governor Hunt decided to sponsor an exploration tour
as the initial move to make the dream of the dean come
true.

No tourist route could be more interesting or fascinat-
ing. It will give to the visitor a glimpse of the vanish-
ing past, when civilization was started by Father Kino
among the Indian tribes in this vast country, which was
then unknown to the civilized world. It will pass
through some of nature's marvelous scenic wonders of
rugged mountains, fertile valleys and desert wastes. The
quaint old adobe towns in Mexico, with their population
of simple primitive people, is unlike anything in the
United States. In Altar, as we looked at the tall palm
trees in the distance, the long rows of adobe buildings
and the narrow streets, Governor Hunt remarked: "This
reminds me of Egypt; it is very interesting."

The party included Governor George W. P. Hunt,
Mr. A. U. Martinez, Mexican Consul at Phoenix; Dean
F. C. Lockwood, of the University of Arizona ; Mr. D. E.
Pettis, state game warden ; Mr. George Hegi, of Buck-
eye ; Harry Shea, the skillful skipper who steered the
"Lnicoln," and the writer. Major George H. Kelly, state
historian, was to have been one of the party, but was
detained at the last moment.

Leaving Tucson at about eight o'clock on the morning
of April 12, we drove nine miles over a good highway
to San Xavier Mission. Prof. Bolton, in his "Spain in
the West," quoting Father Kino, gives the following in-
teresting facts concerning the first church built at this
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place, but which was later destroyed by Indians : "On
the twenty-eighth of April, 1700, we began the founda-
tions of a very large and capacious church and house
of San Xavier de Bac." That was 228 years ago. The
book further states that Father Kino first visited Casa
Grande in 1694. The present mission is a beautiful
church built in the form of a cross, known as the Cru-
siform type or model. San Xavier and Magdalena are
the two best preserved of all the missions.

From San Xavier we drove to Tumacacori. This old
mission was established about the time of San Xavier,
but religious services were held here as early as 1690.
The building, while not so large as San Xavier, is a work
of art and fast going to ruin. The site is eighteen miles
from Nogales, on the main highway.

Before reaching Nogales, a delegation from the cham-
ber of commerce, headed by President H. Ahumada,
met our party and escorted us to the border. When we
reached the portal a military band was playing, and
Governor Tepete, of Sonora, with many prominent offi-
cials and a large gathering of people, were assembled
to greet Governor Hunt and his delegation. An excel-
lent luncheon was served at the International Club in
honor of the occasion. Mr. Ahumada, president of the
chamber of commerce, acted as toastmaster. Speeches
were made by Governor Hunt, Governor Tepete, Dean
Lockwood and other prominent citizens, present from
both sides of the line.

Governor Hunt stated that he was glad to cooperate
in this important movement to preserve the old missions
and endeavor to connect them with a good highway.
Dean Lockwood impressed upon the guests that Father
Kino was entitled to great honor, not only as the man
who established the missions, but as the man who really
started civilization among the primitive Indians of this
region, and he was the man who first brought into this
country domestic animals and laid the foundation for
the large cattle and sheep ranches of Arizona and So-
nora of today. Governor Tepete stated that he realized
the importance of preserving the old missions; the vital
necessity of a good highway to connect the missions and
other centers of population, and the imperative need of
good schools to educate the rising generation in order to
raise the standard of citizenship in Mexico. He said he
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did not know where the money was coming from, but
he was determined to raise the funds and build the road
from Guaymas to Nogales, and the link connecting the
missions, as outlined by Dean Lockwood and Governor
Hunt. Mr. Martinez, Mexican Consul from Phoenix,
acted as interpreter for speakers in both the English and
Spanish languages.

After luncheon, Governor Tepete joined Governor
Hunt and acted as host on the trip to Magdalena, which
is sixty miles from Nogales. The first mission reached
was at Imuris, established by Father Kino in 1687. It is
fast going to ruin. About one-third of the west wall of
the building has fallen in. The original roof has been
replaced with one of corrugated iron. The building is
about ninety feet long and the walls three feet thick, of
adobe and some brick construction.

San Ignacio was the next stop, about ten miles from
Magdalena. This building is better preserved. The
walls are intact and services are still held in the build-
ing. A vaulted ceiling extends from the belfry tower,
in front of the building, to the dome over the altar. The
building is one hundred feet long and about forty feet
wide.

Magdalena

Magdalena, our next stop, is the county-seat of Mag-
dalena County. It is a very old town of about 7,000 in-
habitants. Mayor Lorenzo Bordo, with six or seven
prominent citizens, came about two miles out of town
to meet the two governors and party, and escorted us
into Magdalena. A most hearty welcome and every pos-
sible courtesy was extended to make our visit to Mag-
dalena pleasant and agreeable.

We stopped at the Hotel Mexico, which is a very old
two-story adobe and brick building. The town consists
of long rows of one-story adobe buildings. There is a
fine plaza, with a bandstand in the center. Many of the
homes have beautiful patios in the rear and gorgeous
flowers grow in profusion, all of which is entirely hid-
den from the stranger unless, perchance, he may be in-
vited to enter and view the home and the grounds.

It is here at Magdelena that the image of Saint San
Francisco Xavier lies in state in the Mission Church.
The church was constructed about 1687, and is the best
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preserved of all the missions established by Father Kino.
This is accounted for by the fact that every year thou-
sands of devout Catholics come from all parts of the
United States and Mexico to worship the saint and bring
presents of money, trinkets of gold and silver and many
other things of value, all of which is donated to the
church. Last year, 11,000 pesos were donated in this
way, and some of the money is being used to renovate
the building.

The Mission Dolores, erected in 1687, the first church
built by Father Kino, was located forty-eight miles from
Magdelena. The road is extremely rough and it is not
expected that tourists will visit this point until a new
highway is constructed. Dean Lockwood, Mr. Pettis
and the writer made the trip in order that Dean Lock-
wood might obtain the necessary data for his work on
the subject. We were escorted on the trip by Ygnacio
S. Escobosa and Eduardo Leglen.

There is nothing left of the old Mission Dolores build-
ing. Francisco Pierra, an old man who has lived in the
district all his life, was the only person we saw who
knew the exact location of the church. He escorted us
to the site and Dean Lockwood obtained a piece of brick
from the foundation, which he brought back for the
university museum.

On our return journey to Magdelena, we stopped at
Cucurpe, a mission established long before Father Kino
took charge of Pimeria Alta, which means the upper
Pima Country. Cucurpe is situated on the north bank
of the San Miguel River. The mission church was a
beautiful building, erected on the summit of a hill,
which affords a magnificent view of the mountains, the
valley, and the little stream gleaming in the sunlight,
as it winds its way through fields of grain.

What a contrast today and 230 years ago ! The walls
of cut stone, in front of the church, the winding stairs
to the belfry, where old bells hang on rusty chains, the
brick arches, still standing at the front entrance, the
high-arched ceiling, the lofty dome above the altar, the
massive walls, the beautiful carvings and faded paint-
ings—all speak eloquently of the charm and beauty of
the scene in this ideal spot when the mission buildings
were completed. Today—all is ruins and desolation.
It is well worth a few hours time of the tourist to visit
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this historic spot, in order to view the crumbling handi-
work of man and compare it with nature's rugged moun-
tains and fertile valleys that stand today in all their
grandeur—the same as when the white man first made
his appearance among the native Indian tribes.

The population at one time is reported to have been
about 7,000 or 8,000. There are now 500 or 600 resi-
dents. Cucurpe is in the center of a rich mineral belt
that produced great wealth in the days of the padres.

From Magdalena, Governor Tepete was forced to re-
turn to Hermosillo Friday morning on an urgent call.
Governor Hunt then proceeded to the Alamos Ranch,
where a splendid lunch was served by Mr. Kibbey,
owner of this great cattle ranch and farm. The home
is a wonderland in the wilderness. It is equipped with
electric lights and every modern convenience, including
an ice plant. Ice is a great luxury in small towns in
Mexico.

The next stop was at Tubutama, which is forty-eight
miles from Magdelena. This is a wonderful old build-
ing, but gradually disintegrating, like most of the oth-
ers. Some of the carvings and paintings still retain their
beauty, after more than 200 years. From Tubutama to
Altar, the next stop, is twenty-eight miles, where we ar-
rived Friday evening and remained over-night. Mr. B.
Rebeil, Mr. E. P. Serrano and Mr. J. A. Vilderain acted
as a reception committee and extended every possible
courtesy to the governor and his party.

Saturday morning they escorted us to Caborca, about
fifteen miles from Altar. Caborca is one of the most
beautiful, in architectural design, of all the chain of
missions visited. There is still standing unimpaired, in
a little room, a hammered copper baptismal fount, which
is said to have been brought from Spain more than 200
years ago, and on the wall is a varved wooden image
of Christ, said to have been imported at about the same
time.

It was at this church that the famous fight took place
in April, 1857, between the Crabb Filibustering Expedi-
tion and the Mexican defenders. There were about 150
men in the expedition and almost all were killed. The
front of the church is spattered with bullet holes, as a
result of the fight, which lasted six days. A wooden
tablet, fastened to the front wall of the church, carries
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an inscription, in Spanish, commemorating the event.
Following is the translation in English:

INSCRIPTION.

"Humble homage of gratitude to perpetrate the mem-
ory of the def ea t, inflicted by National forces and
neighbors of this town, on the American Filibusters,
the 6th Day of April, 1857. This Temple having been
a fortress for the defenders of the Country of Caborca,
Sonora."

The saddest and most deplorable sight of the tour
was the wreckage caused by the flood waters of the
river, which has undermined and carried away large
sections of this priceless historical relic. Unless meas-
ures are taken very soon, to turn the current of the
stream, the building will disappear and the monument
be lost forever.

From Caborca we drove six miles to Pitiquito, which
was the last mission visited. Acting-Mayor Antonio La-
zarraza, Councilman Fidel Soto and Remigia U. Aguilar
extended to Governor Hunt and party a warm and very
cordial reception. They escorted us to the old mission,
which is located on an elevation that affords an unob-
structed view of the beautiful valley and the mountain
range that adds picturesqueness to the scene. It was
here, in 1695, that Father Saeta was killed by the
Apaches. He was the first priest in this region to be-
come a martyr in the performance of his religious du-
ties. The church is fairly well preserved and has been
repaired from time to time. We climbed to the top and
viewed the old copper bells, but they are not the orig-
inal bells installed.

Petiquito is only fifty-two miles from Libertad, on the
gulf, where fishing parties enjoy most excellent sport.

From Pitiquito we returned to Altar and viewed the
more modern church at this point. It is said that Father
Kino erected an altar and planted two palm trees at this
place before the Mission of Caborca was built and the
place was named Altar on account of the Altar being
located there.

The Altar district has wonderful possibilities of de-
velopment. It is rich in placer gold, silver, copper, an-
tmiony and other minerals. A small smelter and con-
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centrator is being erected at Pitiquito to handle custom
ores. There is also an irrigation project being worked
out by the Federal Government that will ultimately de-
velop 100,000 acres of desert land around Altar. Sur-
veys have been made and the project reported on fav-
orably by government engineers. At present, there are
no electric lights and no sewer system in Altar, but ar-
rangements are being made to install electric lights.
The building of good roads will enable mining com-
panies to develop the mineral resources, and good roads
will bring home-seekers to the farm lands, all of which
will create a market for American farm and mining ma-
chinery, that will be supplied by business firms in Ari-
zona.

The country, contiguous to the proposed mission loop
tour, is in the richest mineral section and the richest
farming and cattle section in Arizona and Sonora, and
is the most attractive three-day scenic route in this part
of the great southwest.

On Saturday night a reception was tendered to Gov-
ernor Hunt and party at the beautiful home of Mr. and
Mrs. B. Rebeil. Many people came to greet the gover-
nor and Dean Lockwood and assure them of their hearty
cooperation in making the mission tourist circuit attrac-
tive.

We left Altar Sunday morning and reached the bor-
der port of entry at Sasabe, sixty miles north, about ten
o'clock. The distance from Sasabe to Tucson is seventy-
five or eighty miles, over a good standard Arizona high-
way. We arrived at Tucson at noon, in time for lunch.

It was the consensus of opinion and the hope of the
party that Governor Tepete would build a standard
highway from Nogales to Magdelena, then from Mag-
galena to Tubutama, thence to Altar, and from Altar to
Ssaabe, on the border, to connect with the Tucson High-
way, which is already completed from Sasabe to Tucson.
An improved road from Altar to Caborca and Petiquito
should be included.

The route outlined could be covered in three days and
would undoubtedly bring thousands of tourists into Mex-
ico, who have no conception of the colorful, romantic
and historic past that may be glimpsed by a three-day
tour into this interesting foreign country.
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The missions to be seen are at Caborca, Tubutama,
Magdelena, Ignacio, Imuris, Tumucacori and San Xavier.

Dean Lockwood suggested that the most desirable
schedule would be to leave Tucson and go to Altar. Sidetrips to Caborca and Pitiquito, then back to Altar to
stop over-night. Next night at Magdelena, and the
third day back through Nogales and fininshing at SanXavier, near Tucson. However, it is not material which
missions are visited first or last. The night stops will bethe same either way.

Florence, Arizona, April 24, 1928.




