SOME UNPUBLISHED HISTORY
OF THE SOUTHWEST
By COLONEL C. C. SMITH, U. S. Army Retired

CHAPTER II.
Some of Granville H. Oury's Part in Southwestern
History.
interesting character who figured in some
A NOTHER
hitherto unpublished history of the Southwest was
Granville H. Oury, brother of William. He also was born
in Abingdon, Virginia, eight years after William—that is
in 18 2 5. In the Congressional Directory, 1st Session, 48th
Congress, published in Washington in 1883, under Arizona, is the following:
"Granville H. Oury, of Florence, was born in Abingdon, Virginia, March 12, 1825; emigrated to Missouri 1833; commenced
the study of law in 1846, and was admitted to the bar at Bowling
Green in 1848; removed to Texas in the same year, and in 1849
emigrated to California, where for some years he was engaged in
mining; in 1856 he took his residence in Arizona; commenced the
practice of law in 1856, and has continued it up to the present time;
was elected to the Territorial Legislature in 1866, '73 and '75; was
elected speaker of the House the first two sessions; was elected
to the Forty-eighth Congress as a Democrat, receiving 7490 votes
against 6510 votes for Porter, Republican."

Mr. Porter, on the death of Mr. Oury, in 1891, wrote
Mrs. Oury the letter below:
"Santa Rosa, Cal.,
"Jan. 13, 1891.
"My dear Mrs. Oury:
"I am deeply pained in seeing a few moments since in the
morning's paper the death of your beloved and honored husband.
It was a most severe shock to me for I had not heard of his illness.
"My heart goes out to you, and while I can give no words of
consolation in such a bereavement as yours, I wish you to know
that of your many friends, no one feels more deeply than I. You
knew his worth beyond all others.
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"I so much admired his manly character, his extreme conscientiousness, his contempt arid hatred o:`: cvervthing that was false,
and the love he bore his wife, and his kindness of heart.
"He never deviated from the highest principles. Truth and
honor were his chief characteristics. To such men as he I have always clung. There are so few of them.
"I beg to mingle my tears with yours and Genevieve's.
"With saddened heart, I am,
"Your friend,
-

W. W. Porter."

While in congress, Mr. Oury was on the Committee
of Indian Affairs. He was a distinguished looking man,
large of stature, taciturn and dignified. He studied law
with judge Ayler Buckner, of Missouri, who always maintained a strong regard for his apt pupil; and they served
together later in congress.
Upon arrival in Tucson in 1856, Oury became interested in the creation of the Territory of Arizona. At that
time much of what is now Arizona pertained to New
Mexico. The people of southern New Mexico—from Mesilla south and west—desired to become a part of the new
Territory. This was because the isolation of Mesilla from
Santa Fe, due to the jornada del Muerto, made it difficult, in the opinion of Mesillans, for Santa Fe to govern
them. A convention was held in Tucson August 29, 18 5 6,
which resolved not only to forward a memorial to congress urging the organization of a territory to be known
as Arizona, but to send a delegate to Washington. Nathan
P. Cook was, in September, elected delegate, but was not
admitted to a seat in congress. The committee on resolutions and memorial in the Tucson convention was composed of N. P. Cook, G. H. Oury, H. Ehrenberg, Ignacio
Ortiz and I. D. L. Pack. To plead the cause of Arizona in
the New Mexico legislature Oury was elected a delegate to
that body.
In 1857 Senator Gwinn of California introduced a
bill to make Arizona a Territory; and in September of
that year an election was held in Tucson which chose SylPage Fourteen
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vester Mowry as a delegate to congress. The delegate was
not admitted and Gwinn's bill failed to pass.
On June 19, 1859, a convention met at Mesilla and
Mowry was nominated for delegate to congress. Tucson,
at a meeting on June 27, was also favorable to Mowry as
delegate. This attempt on the part of the politicians from
Arizona (still New Mexico) for a territorial government,
like the attempts of 1856 and '57, was doomed to failure,
but Mowry was tireless in his efforts, as shown in the letter below, to Mr. Oury, from New York, before the conventions (of 1859) at Mesilla and Tucson:
"New York Hotel,
"March 11, 1859.
"My Dear Sir:
"Congress adjourned leaving the country in a beautiful condition. The House not only defeated every Territorial bill—but
(adjourned) without giving a single day to Territorial business. It
passed no deficiency bill and no post office bill. There is not a
dollar to carry a single letter to any part of the country and the
Department owes several millions. Telegraph from Washington says
an extra session will be called in June or July.
"I shall be out in May and arrange with you the plans of next
sessions work. I have no idea of giving it up. We must succeed
sometime, and I still have a few thousands, to spend to succeed. A
regiment is ordered to Arizona to make war on the Apaches. I shall,
I think, be able to get you something in connection with the army
that will pay, if you desire it.
"Genl. (illegible) goes out with several hundred men to locate
on the San Pedro or thereabout—making a Depot for future operations against Sonora of course. You will like him very much. He
is every inch a soldier and gentleman. The country just now is
being very much excited about Cuba and there is a great meeting on
Monday night at Tammany Hall at which Benjamin Mallory Pugh and
your humble servant are invited to speak. I shall probably decline
as I do not desire to excite any more opposition than I have now.
"I sent last mail a host of garden seeds to yourself, brothers and
others. I hope to find you well and still strong for Arizona.
"Ever yours,
"G. H. Our)', Esqr. Sylvester Mowry."

In April, 1860, there was held at Tucson, a convention for the new Territory of Arizona. Dr. L. S. Owings
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was elected governor. G. H. Oury and T. M. Timer were
the Secretaries of this convention;and Edward McGowan,
somewhat notorious in California annals, was elected delegate to congress, but all to no purpose as congress again
would not admit Arizona as a Territory. For this new
Territory the Governor had selected G. H. Oury as the
Chief Justice, which his commission shows.
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
of

ir rrritrtru of Arizona
To all to whom these presents shall come—GREETING:
I, L. S. OWINGS, Governor of the Provisional Government of
the Territory of Arizona, having confidence in the integrity and
patriotism of Granville H. Oury, appoint and commission him the
said Granville H. Oury Judge of the Second Judicial District and
Chief Justice in the said Territory; and do authorize him to discharge, according to law, the duties of said office, and to hold and
enjoy the saine, together with all the powers, privileges and emoluments thereunto appertaining, until the legal termination thereof.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand, and caused to be affixed the Great Seal
of the Territory of Arizona. Done at Tucson, this
( S EAL) 5th day of April in the year of our Lord, one thouBY THE GOVERNOR sand eight hundred and sixty.
L. S. OWINGS.
JAS. A. LUCAS.
Secretary of the Territory.

Among Mr. Oury's papers, now in my possession, is
a letter from Sylvester Mowry, quoted below, which
makes reference to the Arizona bill of 1860:
"Charleston, So. Ca.

"April 22, 1860.
"Dear Mr. Oury:—
"I am just in receipt of yours of March 28th and am here
at the convention. The Arizona bill is reported in both Senate and
House thereby giving the lie to all cross statements. I hope and
think it will pass. If you have not received the appointment of
Marshal please write me at once. and I will know the reason.
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"I have neither seen nor heard anything of the paper you speak
of Walker and Co. getting up. He does it at his peril. He professes
great friendship in his letters to me, and I have plenty of influence
to get him removed, if he plays false. Mr. Thompson thinks him
worthless anyhow.
"I hope you have put the Provisional Govt. through in good
shape. It is going to help our cause very much.
"The South will bolt if Douglas is nominated. If he is not it
looks as if the Douglas men were anxious to break up the Convention
in a row in order that Douglas may run outside as a stump candidate.
Breckenridge is the favorite now—although Guthrie of Ky. and Genl.
Lane have strong friends. Senator Slidell, Knight Bayard, Mr. Barlow
and Butterworth of the N. Y. Delegation, Brown the editor of the
Constitution and myself have a private house here—the finest quarters in town. You would be delighted to see how wonderfully Slidell
manages everybody. He is positively great in that character. It
was a sore day for Douglas when he quarreled with Slidell.
"I don't think Douglas has any chance although he will poll
over 100 votes at first. It requires 2/3 to nominate out of 303.
"Fort Buchanan is to be moved to the Aryvypa and increased to
six companies. A large post of six companies to go to the Mimbres
and a camp of six companies to go to the Santa Cruz somewhere in
the heart of the silver district—near Patagonia or thereabouts. I am
afraid they will carry their sutlers with them. I will find out and if
anything can be done I will do it for you. There are to be no more
Indian agencies created—the Superintendent has decided against it.
"I send this letter to Wells' care. Please read to him such parts
of it as contain information.
"I will write you as soon as the nomination is made or if anything happens.
Ever yours,
Sylvester Mowry."
"G. H. Oury, Esq.

The Slidell spoken of by Mr. Mowry in his letter
above is, no doubt, one of the Confederate ,Commissioners (Mason was the other) who was taken from the British steamer Trent by Commodore Wilkes (the first discoverer of the Antarctic continent) of the U. S. S. San
Jacinto in 1861, which act almost caused war between
the United States and England.
In a foot-note on page 509 of Vol. XVII, H. H. BanPage Seventeen
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croft's Historical Works, is found the following by Chas.
D. Poston, well known in Arizona:
"At the meeting of Congress in December 1862, I returned to
Washington, made friends with Lincoln, and proposed the organization of the Territory of Arizona. Oury (who I suppose had been
elected delegate in 1862 to succeed McGowan) was in Richmond,
cooling his heels in the ante-chambers of the Confederate Congress
without gaining admission as a delegate from Arizona. Mowry was
a prisoner in Yuma, cooling his head from political fever which had
affected it, and meditating on the decline and fall of a West Point

graduate."

So far as Mr. Oury is concerned in the above quotation, Mr. Poston (who was always friendly to Oury, from
proof in my possession) is in error—Mr. Oury was elected delegate to the Confederate Congress in August, 1861,
when Arizona was formally declared, in a convention
which met at Tucson, to be a part of the Confederacy. In
the fall of 1861 Mr. Oury went t 6 kichmond, but returned to Arizona (Mesilla)- before May 21, 1862, as on that
date he published (at Mesilla) a handbill against John R.
Baylor, which will be given later. I can find in his papers
nothing to indicate that he was in Richmond in December, 1862, as Mr. Poston intimates. Mr. Poston is correct,
however, in what he states of Mowry. On the arrival of
the California Volunteers in Arizona in April, 1862,
southern sympathizers, who up to that time had run the
country, became less outspoken. But not so with Mowry.
Early in June, 1862, General Carleton arrived in Tucson,
and ordered his arrest at his Patagonia mine, from where
he was taken to prison in Yuma. He was accused of having given aid and encouragement to the rebels. After a
long imprisonment he was tried and acquitted and his
mining property, which had been confiscated, was restored to him, at least nominally, but that Mowry was completely in sympathy with the southern cause there is no
doubt whatsoever.
During Mr. Oury's absence from the Southwest,
from the fall of 1861 to May in 1862, Col. John R. Baylor
-

-
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with Texas troops, captured the federal force under
Major Isaac Lynde at Ft. Fillmore, and constituted himself military governor of New Mexico, with headquarters
at Mesilla, which Arizona partisans considered to be in
Arizona. The bitterness created in the breasts of the then
so-called Arizonians by Baylor's act of naming himself
Governor, is reflected in a hand bill published by Oury in
May, 1862. This hand bill, because of its application to
politics and politicians of Arizona at that time, will be
given in full later in this history. Here it is pertinent to
quote from the Mesilla Times of July 29, 1861, the account of the capture of Ft. Fillmore, and the surrender
of Major Lynde to Baylor. I hold an original copy of the
paper, and the quoted matter below is from it:
"THE WAR AT HOME"
Battle of Mesilla!
Arizona is Free at Last!
Fort Fillmore in the Hands of the Texas Forces
$500,000 worth of property taken!
**
**
Eleven Companies of U. S. Regulars taken prisoners
by four Companies of Texas Volunteers without
the loss of a man on the Confederate side!!
Lieut. Col. Baylor, Commanding the Confederate forces at Fort
Bliss, Texas, left there on the 24th instant, with the forces under his
command, for the Mesilla Valley, with the design of protecting the
citizens of Arizona, and relieving them of the oppression and presence
of a large force of United States troops, and to prevent the further
concentration of troops at this point.
The force under his command was some 300 men, as follows:
Capt. Stafford's Company of Mounted Rifles, 85 men; Capt. Hardemen's Company of Mounted Rifles, 90 men; Lt. Bennett, with a
detachment of Capt. Teele's Artillery, 38 men ( they did not bring
their cannon but were mounted ) ; Capt. Coopwood's Spy Company,
40 men; added to these were a number of the citizens of Mesilla and
El Paso; in all, about 300 men.
On the night of the 24th a position had been taken by the Confederate troops, within six hundred yards of Fort Fillmore, and pickets
were placed out and every precaution taken to storm the Fort by surprise the next morning at day-break. The plan would have been a
complete success, but for the desertion of a picket who went into the
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Fort and gave the alarm. The Fort was alive in a few minutes, and it
was evident the surprise was a failure.
The Confederate force then moved across the river, and at daylight took the town of Santo Tomas. Two companies of U. S. troops
had been stationed there but the birds had flown, evidently in great
haste. Clothing, provisions, ammunition and supplies were left behind in considerable quantities. Eight prisoners were taken, disarmed
and then discharged, after being sworn not to fight against the Confederacy, Col. Baylor telling them that he had rather fight them than
feed them.
About ten o'clock the Confederate forces entered Mesilla, and
were received with every manifestation of joy by the citizens. Vivas
and hurrahs rang them welcome from every point. Preparations were
immediately made to receive an attack from the U. S. troops; and
the citizens offered all the forage and supplies that they had at their
command.

Battle of Mesilla.
The United States troops were reported crossing the river about
noon of the 25th. About 5 o'clock the clouds of dust indicated the
enemy were advancing for an attack towards the southern part of the
city. The whole force was moved to that point and every preparation made to give them the warmest of receptions. Several of the
principal streets of Mesilla converge at the southern end of the town,
the houses forming an angle, and are quite scattered. Old corrals
and the proximity of the corn fields, make the position a very advantageous one for defence. The companies were stationed on the
tops of the adobe houses and behind corrals. Capt. Coopwood's company was mounted. The citizens posted themselves on the tops of
the houses on the principal streets prepared to render their as..

sitance.
The enemy advanced to within 500 yards of our position and
halted and formed in line of battle with two howitzers in the centre,
and the infantry, and on the wings cavalry, the whole force appearing
to be about 500 men. A flag of truce was then sent to our position with the modest demand to surrender the town unconditionally.
The reply was "that if they wished the town to come and take it."
They unmasked their guns, and commenced firing bombs and grape
into a town crowded with women and children, without having in
accordance with an invariable rule of civilized warfare given notice
to remove the women and children to a place of safety. Several
shells were thrown in different part of the town, fortunately without
doing any injury to a single individual. Two companies were ordered to take their position on the top of the houses on the main plaza.
The first shell thrown struck on the top of a building on which was
stationed a portion of Capt. Steele's company and exploded.
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After firing a couple of rounds of grape at the more advanced
position of our force, the cavalry of the enemy made a charge and
had advanced to within three hundred yards of a corral behind which
Capt. Hardeman's company were stationed. From 40 to 60 shots
were fired by this company killing four and wounding four of the
enemy, throwing them into confusion and finally into retreat, their
of ficers vainly trying to rally them. The order was given to charge
four times to no purpose and they retired in confusion carrying with
them the dead and wounded.
Capt. Coopwood's company had been continually employed in
deploying among the houses and corrals, first appearing mounted and
then on foot, and appearing in many different directions. This and
other movements, and the appearance of men far and near, at many
different points, succeeded in greatly deceiving the enemy as to our
real force. They were disheartened by their ill success in the charge,
and as night was falling they drew off their whole force in good
order, in the direction of Fort Fillmore.
Evacuation of Fort Fillmore.
At one o'clock on the morning of the 27th, Maj. Lynde evacuated Fort Fillmore with all his command; previously destroying much
valuable property and munitions of war. The soldiers destroyed
of their company property, muskets, clothing, a blacksmith shop,
bakery and one of the quartermaster's store rooms had been completely
burned down. The majority of the buildings were uninjured, and can
be immediately occupied by the Confederate forces. The hospital
stores, medicines and furniture were most completely broken up, and
nearly all the arms and a large quantity of ammunition were destroyed.
A great deal of valuable commissary stores and other property was
unharmed, to the amount of several thousand dollars.
The Retreat.
The U. S. troops retreated in the direction of Fort Stanton, and
were seen by our scouts immediately after daylight, eight or ten
miles east of Las Cruces, in the mountains. The whole command of
Confederate troops were ordered in pursuit, and crowded on in full
chase after the fugitives. The road lay over the tablelands and
mountains to a pass in the Organos chain, by way of San Augustine
Springs, over a route where there was no water, and the day was
excessively warm.
Some six or seven miles on this sides of the San Augustine Springs,
stragglers of the U. S. Infantry were overtaken and the way to the
Springs had the appearance of a complete rout. Guns were strung
along the roads and cartridge boxes. The six miles to the Springs
was a succession of charges; men were taken prisoners and disarmed
in squads; the artillery was captured and the greater portion of the
infantry were taken before the main command was reached.
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The Surrender.
Maj. Lynde was camped near the San Augustine Springs and had
still some four hundred men with him who formed in battle array
on the appearance of the Confederate troops. Advance was made
to charge on them by our troops, and they had reached within 300
yards, with eager spirits for the fray, when a flag of truce was raised
by the U. S. column, desiring to know on what condition our commander would receive a surrender. The reply was an unconditional
surrender, the same terms they had endeavored to dictate to the Coniederate forces. This was sought to be modified by the U. S. commander, which request was refused, further than that they would be
allowed two hours to remove their women and children to a place
of safety. The U. S. Commander finally agreed to an unconditional
surrender.
In brief, during this day 11 companies of U. S. Regular troops,
mounted and foot, mustering 700 effective men, surrendered to 280
Confederates, 4 pieces of cannon, arms, equipment, 200 cavalry horses,
mules and wagons, and 270 head of beef cattle. The men and officers were disappointed in one thing alone—that the victory was so
easily won.
All these important movements and the great success, have been
made and gained without the loss of one drop of blood on the Confederate side.

Shortly after his arrival in Richmond, as territorial
delegate to the Confederate Congress, Oury wrote and
sent the letter below:
"Richmond, Virginia.
"His Excellency,
"November 7, 18 61.
"Jefferson Davis, President, C. S. A.
"Dear Sir:
"As delegate elect from the Territory of Arizona to the Confederate Congress, I would earnestly invite your attention to the subject of her wants and necessities, her present isolation and unprotected condition, and the position she has assumed towards the Southern Confederacy—with a request that if consistent with your Excellency's views, you will in your message to the next Congress,
recommend her organization as a territory at the earliest possible
moment, with such facilities, civil and military, as the urgencies of
her case demands.
"I am, Sir, Your Excellency's
" Most obt. humble servant,
Granville H. Oury."
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On January 27, 1862, he sent the following letter to
the President of the Confederate Senate:
"Richmond, Virginia,
"January 27, 1862.
"His Excellency,
"Jefferson Davis, President, C. S. A.
"Dear Sir:
"By request of my constituents, I desire to present to your consideration the name of Samuel J. Jones for the appointment of governor of Arizona. Mr. Jones is a gentleman of high order of intelligence, high minded and honorable, and possessing all the requisites
necessary to the faithful discharge of the duties of the office, while he
is, at the same time, the universal choice of the people for that position
—he has resided in the Territory for a number of years; held the
position of Collector of Customs under the Federal Government up to
the time of Mr. Lincoln's election, when he resigned—he is identified
with the country, and no appointment could be made that would
give such universal satisfaction.
"I am requested also to urge the appointment of Charles A.
Hoppin for the office of secretary of the territory. Mr. Hoppin
is a gentleman of ability, possessing the entire confidence of the people, being one of the oldest citizens of the territory. He was form' erly the mayor of the city of Mobile, the duties of which office he
discharged with credit. His appointment would be gratifying to his
numerous friends and acquaintances.
"I am requested to present to your favorable consideration the
name of Edward McGowan for the appointment of justice of the
supreme court. I take pleasure in saying that Mr. McGowan is a
gentleman of fine legal attainments, strict integrity, and eminently
qualified in every particular for the position. He has resided for
some time in the territory and is well known and highly esteemed by
every one throughout the country. I have no hesitation in saying
that his appointment will give great satisfaction, knowing as I do,
that dignity of the judicial department of Arizona will be by him
ably and honorably sustained.
"Benjamin F Neil is also hereby recommended to appointment
as one of the justices of the supreme court. Mr. Niel is favorably
known in the territory, having resided a short time therein—has at
different times occupied the position of judge, and state senator in
the State of Texas. His appointment will meet with the wishes of

the people.
"I will accept with pleasure a similar position if conferred
upon me.
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"Samuel G. Bean is recommended for the office of marshal. Mr.
Bean is well qualified for the position, having heretofore filled the
offices of sheriff and deputy marshal. He is an old resident of the
territory.
"I also recommend M. H. McWillie for the office of attorneygeneral. Mr. Mc Willie is a lawyer of prominence in the country and
would, I have no doubt, do credit to the appointment.
"Allow me to ask as a personal favor that Your Excellency will
make your appointments for Arizona at your earliest convenience. I
expect to return to the Territory in a short time, and would be
much gratified to be the bearer of the commissions.
"I am with sentiments of high regard,
"Your most obt. servant,
Granville H. Oury."

*****

Of course the esteem in which a man is held is measured from the point of view. Mr. Oury, in the foregoing
letter, praises Mr. Jones, recommended for governor of
Arizona; and Mr. McGowan for chief justice of the territory. Mr. Oury's esteem is from the southern point of
view. Jones and McGowan came in for some raking at the
hands of northern men—General J. H. Carleton, commanding the "California Column" and cleaning up Arizona and New Mexico of southern sympathisers and those
actively engaged for the Confederacy, says that he arrested Jones; and that he was a "fire eater and a trouble mak-

er.

,J

Senator Cornelius Cole of California, in his Memoirs,
states that McGowan was run out of California by the
Vigilantes—here the reader has the northern view of these
two men. Later in this story the reader will see a very
commendatory reference, in Mrs. Oury's diary, to the
Jones family at Mesilla.
Mr. Oury's handbill of May 21, 1862, against John
R. Baylor, given in the next chapter, does not spare M. H.
McWillie and Samuel G. Bean, who are recommended by
Oury, to Jefferson Davis for office in Arizona, in his letter of January 27th, quoted above. This goes to show the
machinations of politics in the struggling Confederacy.
Page Twenty-four

SOME UNPUBLISHED HISTORY OF THE SOUTHWEST

CHAPTER

III. k

G. H. Oury Denounces John R. Baylor
handbill here quoted, a copy of which I have
T HEamong
Mr. Oury's papers, was published on May

21, 1862, at Mesilla, New Mexico, then considered to be
in Arizona. In quoting this handbill, I am moved only in
the interest of history, with no intention or desire to place
Baylor in a bad light or Oury in a good one. In view of
the fact that both men have long since passed from the
scenes of this earth, and both were highly looked upon by
their relatives and friends, during the time they lived, and
are yet held in the same esteem, it is not for me to become
a partisan in any way. I simply lay down historical facts as
the documents in my possession give them, and this handbill is one of them. The acrimonious tone of the handbill
was the result of political turmoil in which the country
was steeped at that time.
"TO THE PUBLIC"
"Since my return from Richmond I have been delayed by unavoidable circumstances from giving to the people of Arizona an
account of my stewardship while engaged in the Provisional Congress of the Confederate States of America as their Representative.
I now attempt to do so, believing it to be a duty I owe to the Territory, and one which must sooner or later be performed. To the
people of Western Arizona I owe it especially, since they have been
kept in the dark on the subject by want of mail communication.
Should I, while speaking of public services performed, digress so far
from the main topic, as to make public some of the outrages both
upon the public and myself, and unmask some of the villainies perpetrated in my absence by a few persons high in authority in Arizona, I hope an indulgent public will excuse the liberty, as I shall
deal in nothing but incontrovertible facts.
"In July last by the earnest and repeated solicitations of my
friends I became a candidate for the office of delegate to the Confederate Congress and was elected without opposition. The position
was unsought for by me, not wishing to take upon myself at that
time such a responsibility, but in view of the fact that it was necessary that some one should make the sacrifice, for the benefit of the
country I yielded to the persuasions of my friends. I left the Territory expecting to reach the southern capital before congress adPage Twenty-five
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journed in September, in which I failed. I was compelled consequently to await the re-assembling of Congress in December in order
to discharge the trust that had been confided to me by the people.
At the commencement of the session I accordingly presented myself,
with the credentials given me by the only authority existing in the
Territory at the time, which being examined by that body were received, and the privilege of being heard on the floor of the House
courteously conceded to me, of which I availed myself, using my
best endeavors to place the Territory in the proper light before Congress and promoting her best interests. How far I succeeded the
sequel will tell. A bill for the organization of the Territory was
placed in the hands of the Territorial Committee, and after the usual
time taken for the discussion of such matters was reported favorably
to the House and passed. Being sent to the President some slight
objections were found, when the bill by consent of the house was
withdrawn for the purpose of amending it to suit the views of the
executive. In its amended form it was again reported to the house and
passed without a dissenting voice. Being a second time sent to the
President, it was by him signed. It did not become a law immediately,
for the reason that it contained a clause suspending all proceedings under it, until such time as the President should issue his proclamation
and make the necessary appointments for the government of the Territory. The proclamation and appointments were withheld until after
the expiration of my term of office (which expired with the Provisional Congress), thereby preventing me from accomplishing anything
beyond the passage of the organic act. Although having a seat upon
the floor of the House, all efforts to accomplish anything further
for the benefit of the Territory were paralyzed by the neglect of the
President to perform the duty required by the bill, to render it
operative and effective.
"Every possible effort was used by me, to have the organization
thorough and complete believing, then as I do now, that in as much
as the Provisional Congress had created the Territory, the right
should have been conceded them of confirming or rejecting any appointments made under the act. Selections were made by me from
persons living in and identified with the country—persons eminently
qualified for the discharge of the duties incident to the administration of the government, and recommended and urged for th e different appointments—not a single one of which was made, so far as my
information goes at present; but, on the contrary, political favoritism
has fixed on the country a set of office holders who have no knowledge of the Teritory or its inhabitants, who have no residence in the
country, and whose interests in its welfare, it is fair to presume extend only so far as they are benefited by the amount of their respective salaries. For this result no responsibility can be attached to me,
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having been superceded before an opportunity was allowed me of
defending the Territory against the proceeding. Nor do I attach any
to Congress, they having always manifested the liveliest interest in
the welfare of the country, as well as extending every possible courtesy to her delegate, but to a dirty clique of greedy cormorants, that
have sought to gorge themselves upon the Confederate treasury, is attributable the failure of entire success. I shall take occasion, before
concluding this article, to speak of some of the members of this
clique, so that this community, as well as the world at large, may
know the material of which it is composed.
"His Excellency, John R. Baylor, being the head and front of
the association, is deserving of the first notice. This man, who was
forced into taking possession of the Territory of Arizona, with becoming delicacy declared himself Military Governor, and having issued his proclamation to the citizens, manifesting that the laws of
New Mexico, by which the Territory had been previously governed,
should still remain in full force except when incompatible with the
constitution and laws of the Confederate States, entered upon the
discharge of the duties of his high position, appointing and deposing
the officers necessary to the administration of the law, until he collected around him the instruments suitable to his purposes, when
there succeeded a series of outrages, such as a free people were never
called upon to suffer since the foundation of the first government.
Instead of looking to the faithful execution of the existing laws, as
he had promised in his proclamation, he subverted them to the accomplishment of his foul purposes. He dismantled courts of their
jurisdiction, and stooped from his high position as governor to adjudicate matters of litigation arising in the country, between citizens and
neighbors, having no rule for his guide beyond his arbitrary will. He
has by his unjust and unholy interference in matters of election in
the Territory, polluted the ballot-box and stifled the voice of the people, to elevate to a high position a miserable cur, who does not enjoy
the confidence of half a dozen decent white people in the country.
"He has the blood of one of Arizona's noblest and best men
upon his hands, whom he murdered in the light of a noonday's sun,
in the streets of Mesilla in the presence of twenty or more witnesses
—the proofs shall be here adduced. He forestalled the election of
a delegate to congress, by taking from the hands of the proper authorities, the management thereof; and by failing and refusing to notify a portion of the territory known to be hostile to his views. He
caused to be appointed by the Secretary of the Territory, the judges
of the election in the different precincts, and ballot-boxes to be
distributed contrary to law, and instructed his Secretary of the
Territory to address letters to the justices of the peace of the dif fereut precincts, over his official signature, to inform them how he
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wished them to cast their votes, one of which was preserved and kindly
presented to me, for the purpose of this exposition. It is in the following words:
" 'Mesala, 28, Dec'r., 1862.
"'To the Justice of the People, Precinct of Amoles,
"'Arizona Territory—Sir:
"'I am instructed by his Excellency, Col. John R. Baylor, Military Governor of Arizona Territory, to communicate with you in regard to the election which we shall have on Monday next, to elect
a delegate to the Congress of the Confederate States of America; and
to manifest to you, and through you to the inhabitants of your place,
the urgent necessity of sending a delegate who will well fulfill his
duties and protect our best interests; therefore in our opinion, attorney-4t-law, M. H. McWillie, of this place, is the person most appropriate for this position, and we hope that you and the people of
Amoles (Santo Refujio) will help us to elect that gentleman to the
position, with all the votes that are in the place.
" ' (signed) JAMES A. LUCAS,
" 'Secretary of Arizona Ter.
" 'I remit to you by the bearer the poll-books of that Precinct,
and hope they will be returned here the first opportunity after the
election.
"'(signed) JAMES A. LUCAS.'"
"The above letter is a translation from the Spanish language, in
which it was written, made by Mr. J. J. Thibault, who authorizes
me to say that it is correctly done.
"If this is not prostituting the position entrusted to him by his
Government, for the base purpose of accomplishing some private end,
then I must confess myself incapable of interpreting its meaning. But
his partial and dishonest dealing does not stop here. In order the
more effectually to accomplish the filthy mission upon which he had
set out, it became necessary to order the Arizona troops, (I mean the
troops raised in Arizona, and who had the right of voting), out upon
picket duty, that they might thereby be deprived of the privilege of
voting, entertaining, as they did, opinions antagonistic to his plan.
The order was made, and all obstacles from this quarter removed.
This information I received from the Captains of the companies so
disposed of. So much for the matters of election in this connection.
"I come now to speak of the diabolical murder of R. P. Kelley,
perpetrated by this same Military Governor, John R. Baylor, and in
doing so, I shall simply give the evidence as it was taken by the
grand-jury, from Baylor's friends and members of his command. I
am in possession of stronger evidence, but as it has never been before
a legal tribunal, I deem it best to withold it. The testimony is as
follows:
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"J. W. Crooms.--I saw Mr. K. coming up the street, and Col.
Baylor came in at the door just above him. When Mr. Kelley was
within about ten feet of the door Col. Baylor stepped to the door and
spoke to Mr. K. I understood him to say "Hold on, my lad, I want to
speak to you." Mr. Kelley continued to advance up the street; Col.
Baylor stepped inside the door, picked up a musket and struck Mr.
Kelley on the head; Mr. Kelley then struck at Col. Baylor with a
knife; Mr. K. was in a falling attitude at the time; I saw the knife;
Col. Baylor then threw down the gun and jumped upon Mr. Kelley,
saying at the time, "You can't come that;" Col. B. caught the hand in
which Mr. Kelley held the knife, and told him "to let go the knife."—
Mr. Kelley seemed to be struggling to use the knife; Col. Baylor drew
a pistol with his left hand, and then ordered Mr. Kelley to give up the
knife; Mr. Kelley refused to do so. Col. Baylor then pointed his
pistol at Mr. Kelley's head and fired.
"H. S. Maynatt.—I was sitting outside the door; Col. Baylor
walked in and spoke to a young man who was sick; I saw him turn
and pick up a musket and raised it as if to strike; I followed the
direction of the musket, and saw Mr. Kelley as the musket descended
upon his head; as he received the lick I saw him make a strike with a
knife at Col. Baylor. Mr. Kelley was in a falling position. Col.
Baylor caught hold of him as he was falling, and fell on top of Mr.
Kelley with one knee on his body; Col. Baylor then caught the hand
that held the knife; Mr. Kelley was endeavoring to cut Col. Baylor
while he was trying to secure the knife Col. Baylor then told him
to lay down the knife; nothing was said in reply. Col. Baylor then
drew a pistol with his left hand, at which time some one said
"Don't shoot him." Col. B. then told Mr. Kelley a second time to
put down the knife; Mr. K. did not make any reply, and did not put
down the knife; about that time the pistol was fired by Col.

Balor.'
"Robt. McClare.-1 was setting in the door when Col. Baylor

came in; when I next saw him he reappeared at the door, with a
musket in his hand; Mr. Kelley was nearly opposite the door, walking along; Col. Baylor called to him saying, "Hold on, my lad," or
something to that effect. Mr. Kelley then stopped, faced Col. Baylor,
who then struck him on the head with the musket, which stunned
him. Mr. Kelley then threw out his hands as if to catch in falling
Col. Baylor dropped the musket, caught Mr. Kelley and threw him
to the ground. He held him to the ground. Mr. Kelley appeared
to be struggling to use something in his hand. Col. Baylor, remarked "You can't come that on me, I am too much for a man of
your sort," or something to that effect. He then remarked, "You
try to stab people do you?" and also told Mr. Kelley to put down
the knife Col. Baylor then reached and drew a six-shooter with his
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left hand, cocked it on his thigh and then pointed the pistol at Mr.
Kelley's head and fired.
"W. D. McGill.-1 was lying in the room, and heard some
words on the outside of the door as if a difficulty was going on.
I saw a man lying on the ground and Col. Baylor on top of him.
The man that was under was holding a knife in his left hand and
Col. Baylor had hold of the left arm; the man was struggling to
use the knife. Col. Baylor then remarked, "You try to cut people
with knives, do you?" or something to that effect; he also said, "I
am too much for your sort," and told him to let go the knife or
to drop it, which the man did not do. The Colonel had drawn his
pistol during the time; he now cocked it on his thigh, and shot the
man in the cheek. The Colonel then arose and said, "Give him a
chance for his life." This occurred in the Town of Mesilla, Ter'y of
Arizona, on Thursday 12th day of December, 1861."
"Territory of Arizona, )
"County of Dona Ana, )
" 'I, Charles A. Hoppin, Clerk of the District Court, for said
Territory and County, hereby certify that the above and foregoing
is a true and perfect copy of the evidence, taken before the grandjury for said county and Territory, duly sworn and empaneled in
the case of the people of said Territory against John R. Baylor, for
causing the death of Robert P. Kelly, at an adjourned term of the
Court, held in the Town of Mesilla, in December, 1861.
" 'In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and seal
of office, at my office in the Town of Mesilla, this eighth day of
May, 1862, using a scroll for a seal, there being no seal of office.
" 'CHA'S A. HOPPIN,
Clerk, 1st J. D. Court.'
"Such is the testimony of friends—the only persons summoned—
and yet there was no bill found. Where was the District Attorney,
and how was he employed at the time, that there was no effort made
to punish such an atrocious crime, or hold the perpetrator amenable
to the laws? Can it be that we have fallen on time when men of
position have risen superior to the laws of the land; and that they
are only enforced with all rigor against the weak and friendless? If
not, by what means has Governor Baylor purchased immunity from
punishment for the transgression of the most sacred laws, not only
of man but of God? All the circumstances being known, it does
not require the wisdom of a Solomon to arrive at a conclusion approximating at least correctness. M. H. McWillie, the Prosecuting
'Attorney, the creature of the Governor, by him appointed to office,
neglects and refuses to prosecute his patron, his perfidy to an injured
community and his oath to the contrary notwithstanding; and the
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Governor, acting on the principle that "the laborer is worthy of his
hire," rewards him in the foulest manner, with a seat in the Congress
of the Confederate States, and extorts from persons enjoying the
benefit of Government contracts, a subscription of sufficient amount
to cover the expenses of a trip to Richmond.
"James A. Lucas, Secretary of the Territory, appointed by
Governor Baylor, is one of the prominent members of the clique;
but of him it is needless to speak; being of that worthless description
that all designing men have and keep as the doers of dirty work. He
speaks Spanish tolerably well and has served his master to his entire
satisfaction.
"Samuel G. Bean is another member, but of a different cast.
Possessing more than an ordinary cunning and as unscrupulous as a
Mexican Telado,' he is always ready to enter into any compact with
any class of individuals, provided it puts money in his pockets. He
is the Receiver under the Sequestration Act for the Territory of
Arizona, has received, confiscated and sold, between six and ten
thousand dollars worth of goods, the property of alien enemies, and
from all appearances, is about to appropriate the money, as he did
the revenues for the Territory of New Mexico, at the time this
country was under her jurisdiction and he was the collector, i. e.,
embezzeler. He swindles every body that he comes in contact
with, as every Mexican and American that has had dealings with him
can testify. And from the best information I can get in serving his
master he has not suffered in a pecuniary way.
"There is only one more that I shall waste the paper or take
the time to notice at present; that person is John G. Ward, of Las
Cruces. He keeps a hotel, or has kept one in that place for some time,
and is generally known in this country as a thief of the lowest order.
For fear some one may mistake his identity, he is the same John G.
Ward, that belonged to a gang of highwaymen, that figured some
four years or more ago in Western Arizona, under the notorious
'Curley;' and on one occasion assisted in the murder of several
'peones' (Mexican servants) in the employment of a gentleman living in the town of Magdelena, Sonora, and in driving off a pack train
of 40 or 50 mules belonging to the same man. I myself assisted in
retaking the mules and delivering them to their owner, and in arresting one of the thieves. This man Ward was arrested by another
party, and delivered into the hands of the commanding officer at
Fort Buchanan, where he was kept for some time, and turned loose
at length, because there was no court in the country of competent
jurisdiction to try his case.
Such is the character of the most prominent members of the
clique that has ruled Arizona for the past seven or eight months.
It has fallen upon me to thus publicly expose them, as I have been the
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most prominent object of their foul and base persecutions. In conclusion I will admit to the public that a deep sense of personal injury
has induced me to say a great deal that I have said; but I solemnly
declare that I have dealt justly with each and every one mentioned
herein. A great deal more could have been said, that has been withheld for fear of sickening public morals and public decency by the
sudden exposition of such corruption and rottenness.
" Your ob't sev't.,
"Mesilla, Arizona, May 21st, 1862. GRANVILLE H. OURY."

Mr. Oury, after his political efforts in Arizona, became an officer in the Confederate Army, and as such
served in Arizona, Texas and Louisiana, and so strong was
he in his convictions that the South was right, that after
the war, like General Joe Shelby and others, he determined
to go to Mexico so as not to take the oath of allegiance
to the United States Government; ,but of this he soon
thought better and returned to Arizona, from whence,
some years later, he was sent to Washington as the territory's delegate to the national congress.
The following letter, written by Mr. Oury, and
signed by several others, as well as himself, is among his
papers, and is interesting in the fact that , Lieut. Colonel
Dan Showalter is the same spoken of in Mrs. Oury's diary
given elsewhere in this history. He was killed at Guaymas,
Sonora, Mexico, as shown in the latter part of Mrs. Oury's
diary. Marcus or Marius Oury, who was one of the signers of the letter below, was a brother of Wm. Sanders, and
Granville Henderson Oury, and was killed by , Apaches
near Tucson, in 1865
‘

:

"To Lieut. Genl. Kirby Smith, C. S. A.
"Dear Sir:
"The few Arizonans and New Mexicans that have survived the
exigencies of the service, seeing but little hope of a restoration of
their country under existing circumstances, and desirous of making
one more effort—striking one more blow for their homes and property—earnestly appeal to you for the relief and assistance that the
necessity of their cause demands.
"We are assured not alone by the signs of the times, but by the
avowed sentiments of the Confederate Congress, that should offers
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of a peace treaty be made, conditioned for the surrender of all the
territories by the South the same would be accepted by our Government, and we believe that however repugnant the measure might be
to the existing powers, the pressure of the people in their great desire
for a speedy conclusion of the present war should be such as to override all arguments and (word illegible) of the administration.
"We have no country, no home but Arizona and New Mexico,
and if these are given up, we will have fought, and many have lost
their lives to no purpose. Almost the entire American population of
these Territories are now in the ranks of the Confederate Army, and
join us in making this last appeal for help.
"We propose to take one hundred chosen men under the command of Lieut. Col. Dan Showalter, traveling in detachments of
twenty-five through Mexico, for the ostensible purpose of visiting
the late rich gold discovery made in the Territory of Arizona—concentrate our forces at Tucson (at which point a large supply depot
has been established, guarded by about one hundred men, from the
best information we can get) take that place, and move directly
forward to the gold mines between the headwaters of the Salinas and
Gila rivers where we are assured that our numbers will be augmented
to at least five hundred men, and perhaps many more—thence we
march directly on Ft. Yuma, destroy that point and open communication with Southern California, from whence a sufficient number of
men can be drawn to sweep the entire Territories east and establish
beyond cavil the claim of the Southern Confederacy to the country.
"We ask that the number of men under the command above
mentioned, together with twenty thousand dollars in specie or its
equivalent be granted us, and we solemnly pledge our lives for the
success of the undertaking.
"Very respectfully yours, etc.,
Lt. Col. Dan Showalter
F. E. Kavanaugh
G. H. Oury
C. C. Dodson
Fred A. Neville
M. Oury
Al Friar
Henry McNamee
Joseph Franck
H. H. Holmes
Joseph Rign
Wm. Wilton
David Young
E. Brevoort
"San Antonio, Texas, February 14, 1864."
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Mr. Oury returned from Mexico to Tscson in 1865,
and soon found himself in the hands of the Federal authorities charged with murder, but of this charge he had no
trouble in clearing himself.
The following letter is pertinent to Mr. Oury's murder charge:
"To His Excellency,
"R. A. McCormick,
"Acting Governor of Arizona.
"The undersigned, a citizen of Arizona, and late of the rebel
service, being incarcerated in the common prison of this place, under
an indictment for murder, found at the June term of the District
Court, at Mesilla in the Territory of New Mexico—and seeing but
little hope of a speedy trial, under present circumstances, as guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States to all citizens—begs
leave to submit the following for the consideration and action of
your Excellency.

"The charges preferred in the indictment above referred to are for
the aiding and assistance in the execution of one Boyle C. Marshal—
arrested by the rebel authorities as a spy and executed without authority of law or formality of trial. Conscious of my innocence with
abundant proof to establish the same, I have demanded, as I suppose
I had a right, an immediate hearing, in order to escape the horrors of
a long, loathsome imprisonment, shackled and loaded down with
irons as it is my misfortune to be at present—but I have been told
that my present condition would remain unchanged until such time
as I was formally demanded by the Governor of New Mexico of your
Excellency when I would be disposed of according to orders received
in the premises.
"In consideration of the uncertainty and tardiness of communications between this place and the neighboring Territory, and impelled
by a desire to relieve my present suffering condition, I hereby waive
all right that I may have, as a citizen of Arizona, of being formally
demanded by the Governor of New Mexico, for the trial of any
offence committed within his jurisdiction, hoping that your Excellency will use any and all powers you may possess in having me
transferred immediately to the jurisdiction of the Court in which the
indictment referred to originated.
"In conclusion, I will state for your information that on my
return to this Territory from the scene of Rebellion, I strictly complied with all the requirements of the amnesty proclamation of the
President of the United States.
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"I am, Sir,
"Very respectfully,
"Your most obedient servant,

G. H. Oury."

Political campaigns in the early '80's were bitter, and
that in Arizona, for delegates to congress, in which Granville H. Oury ran and was elected on the democratic ticket, was no exception. In this connection it is interesting
to quote, from a Tucson newspaper of that time, the writer Solomon Warner being an old pioneer well known,
when he lived, to me:
"TO THE PEOPLE OF ARIZONA
"The Testimony of an Old Citizen on
"HON. GRANVILLE H. OURY.
"Since this political campaign opened attacks have been made
upon Hon. G. H. Oury, which, for injustice and recklessness have
few equals in the political history of any country. I have been in
this country since 1855, and have known Mr. Oury ever since
February, 1856; have known him as official and as private citizen;
have watched his course closely, and am intimate with the part he
has taken in many trying events, and know, in a more general way,
his entire course in Ariaona. Speaking from what I know, I feel
that I am entitled to a hearing from the people, who always desire
fair play and truth. Knowing, then, the injustice done him, I do not
feel at liberty to remain silent. Most of those who slander him now,
came here long after the trying times of our early history were over;
times in which Oury demonstrated his manhood, and which has left
an impression of respect and kindness in the memory of all those who
knew him then. I propose to tell you a few of the early incidents of
which I have knowledge, in support of what I say, that Grant Oury
has always reached out his arm in defense of the weak and oppressed
to prevent wrong.
"In 1857, when we had little or no law, and no power to
redress wrongs save the willing assistance of good citizens, a band of
desperados headed by J. G. (Billiard) Ward, and one Redding, followed a pack train that had been into the Territory from Sonora,
with flour for Fort Buchanan, owned by one Padreos, a Mexican, below the Sonora line near Nogales, attacked it, killed several of the
party of peaceable Mexicans, and drove the animals away into this
Territory. Grant Oury came to me for animals to go in pursuit of
them. He got them, followed the band and captured the animals,
and returned them to their rightful owners. A few of the animals,
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however, had been driven away into California, and these were not
recovered. He was assisted by a few of our people, but he was the
one who got up the party.
"About 1859 a man named Miles lay sick and wounded in
Tucson, when he was set upon by one Byrd and some others, who
claimed that Miles owed him $1,600 that he alleged he had put into
Miles' possession some time previous. He said that he had delivered
the money to Miles tied up in a handkerchief, and took no receipt or
written showing therefor. Byrd and his gang were about to take
all his property, and had made threats to kill Miles, when some citizens among whom Grant Oury was conspicuous, demanded proof of
Byrd, and there was no doubt in the minds of our citizens that it was
a concocted plan to plunder a defenceless man. Under the pressure
made by Oury and others, the plunderers desisted till Miles was put
into the hospital at Fort Buchanan where, out of reach of Oury's
assistance, also under the protection of the military, they trumped up
a kind of arbitration board, composed of members of the gang, and
took away most of Miles' animals, and with them escaped.
"Ever since I have been in the country and have known him,
Grant Oury has always, as in this instance, stood by the defenceless.
These are not the only instances; many others can be told and the
proofs furnished. Indeed I have always known him, under such circumstance as proved the man just, magnanimous and true. Had he
been what his political detractors say, I would have found it out
in those dark days that tried men's souls. I am now in my old age,
unable to get out to see the people and tell them what I know, and
hence send them this message. I cannot feel that it is right to forget
the services of a man now that the trying events in which those
services were rendered are past, we trust to return no more. A grateful and kind remembrance should always be accorded to those who
have been true in the dark days, and appreciating this self-evident
truth, I cannot refrain from saying to my people that I know that
Grant Oury has been the friend and the supporter of the right from
our early days to the present hour, and if past services and present
fitness should induce a people to support a man, there is no more
fitting person to whom to extend those considerations than Granville H. Oury.
"Solo (Solomon) Warner."

In bringing this sketch to a close, I quote the tribute
of Hon. P. R. Brady of Florence, on the death of Mr.
Oury, which appeared in the Phoenix "Herald" of January 16, 1891:
"After a short, but painful illness, there died last Sunday morning
January 11, in Tucson a man well and favorably known throughPage Thirty-six
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out the Territory of Arizona, Granville H. Oury. The writer of this
article was one of his intimate friends for more than forty years. He
came to San Antonio, Texas, from Missouri in 1848. The following
year, '49, he went with the balance of the Argonauts overland to California and then after a varied experience in placer mining from
Shasta to Southern California. In 1856, he turned eastward again and
settled in Tucson. In 1861 he left for the South and cast his lot
with the Southern Confederacy. He was a delegate to the Confederate
Congress both in Richmond and Montgomery, Alabama, and afterwards served during the war in the Southern Army with distinction.
During his stay in Texas he married his cousin, Miss Mina Sanders,
of Seguin, Texas, a most estimable and kind-hearted lady. He returned to Arizona after the war and resumed his profession, the practice of the law. In '71, he removed to Phoenix and in '77 he removed
to Florence which was his home until his death. Mr. Oury held different offices of honor and trust in the Territory and in the discharge
of his duties was a faithful, honest and efficient officer. He served
as delegate to Congress two terms, in the 47th and 48th Sessions. He
was one of the delegates to the National Convention that nominated
Mr. Cleveland the first time. He was twice Speaker of the Assembly,
and then twice a member of the lower house of the Arizona Legislature, and was twice District Attorney of this country. He was a
very conscientious man in his practice at the bar, and the soul of honor
and fairness, strong in his likes and his dislikes, nothing of the politician, and bold in the expression of his opinion at all times. He had
a warm, kind heart for his friends, and no one would go further to
serve them than he. The sorrowing crowd who followed him to hit
last abode, last Monday afternoon, shows the respect in which he
was held by his own immediate neighbors. Kind and loving hands
administered to his wants in his last painful sickness and best medical
skill in the Territory attended him, but all in vain. May the heavenly
Father comfort his bereaved wife and daughter in their affliction.
Farewell old friend, may your soul rest in peace!"

With regard to the following letter (which is not
dated, but undoubtedly was written before the Civil
War) we can surmise that it relates to some movement of
those restless Americans along the Rio Garnde, who were
most of the time at odds with the Mexicans. The reader
will recall who Edw. McGowan is from mention made of
him in other portions of the history.
"El Paso, Texas, Friday, 12 o'clock.
"Dear Gran:
"The boys have just arrived all safe, after being corraled all
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night. Tom Smith and a party of the 'boys' went to their rescue at
an early hour this morning, and met them coming to this place.
Judge Crosby also sent an under-Sheriff and about 30 mounted troops
under Captain Walker to their aid. Captain Elliott followed in about
an hour with his mounted men, and they are mystified almost to death
to think they did not have a bout with the "greasers." Judge Crosby
"Phil" and myself leave in the morning in an ambulance for Fort
Fillmore.
"If everything is quiet, or if necessity should require our assistance, we will be with you at the earliest moment. Phillip requests
me to say that if you wanted any help to send an express—the'boy s'
are chock full of fight. Trusting this will reach you right side up,
"I am, as ever,
"G. H. Oury, Esq.
"Your friend,
"Mesilla.
Edw. McGowan."
-

(To Be Continued)
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