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The Influence of Foreign News Programs  

on the International News Agenda of Rwandan Television and Newspapers  

Abstract 

Scholars of intermedia agenda-setting have examined how news organizations can affect one 

another’s content, but research is lacking on the influence of foreign news programs on fledging 

media outlets, such as Rwanda Television (RTV). A quantitative content analysis conducted 

between October and December 2016 indicates that media outlets in core countries dominated 

RTV’s international news edition, which depended mostly on foreign programs, mainly from 

Euronews and Al Jazeera English. The 2016 U.S. election was the predominant topic. More than 

half the stories had a negative tone. In addition, qualitative interviews with the RTV editorial 

team revealed that the main factors influencing story selection were proximity, prominence, 

impact, cultural values, and relevance. Cross-lagged correlation coefficients indicated that both 

RTV and two Rwandan newspapers—igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya—focused on the same news 

topics but with slightly different sources. In Rwanda, the defining factors for this intermedia 

agenda-setting are not media type, ownership, or technology, as other studies have found, but 

institutional barriers, language, and the globalization of news. Faced with limited finances and a 

shortage of trained journalists, fledging media organizations in Rwanda will continue to depend 

on big media for their daily international news. Strategies are suggested for helping to break the 

cycle of foreign media domination and news homogenization in Rwanda 

 

Keywords: digital television, igihe.com, Imvaho Nshya, intermedia agenda-setting, international 

news, Rwanda Television  
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Introduction 

UNESCO coined the term “New World Information Order” in 1978 to describe the 

growing inequalities around the world with regard to information access, control, and 

dissemination (Masmoudi, 1979; Rutkowski, 1981; Theberge, 1981). Many factors, including 

limited finances, rudimentary technical skills, and lack of credibility, still challenge the 

independence of fledgling media organizations in developing countries. Those challenges make 

it almost impossible for these outlets to produce their own international news shows, so they rely 

on programming from developed countries. The news produced by the elite media in “core 

countries,” which is the term coined to refer to these advanced nations, tends to be the most 

reliable source of information in “peripheral nations”—in other words, in poor countries such as 

Rwanda (Himelboim, 2010). The elite media thus influence the flow of foreign news and 

information to the media in peripheral nations (Golan, 2008; Himelboim, 2010; Masmoudi, 

1979; Varis, 1984). 

News organizations can affect one another’s content—a process known as intermedia 

agenda-setting (e.g., McCombs & Shaw, 1972; Rogstad, 2016; Sweetser, Golan, & Wanta, 

2008). As McCombs (2005) observed, big media power and control are inevitable when it comes 

to intermedia agenda-setting. For example, Golan (2006) found that stories published in the 

morning in The New York Times influenced the international news coverage aired that evening 

on three broadcast news outlets—ABC, CBS, and NBC. Agenda setting can lead to a 

homogenization of the news because the media tend to present similar agenda (Boczkowski & de 

Santos, 2007). In addition, the independence of social media outlets is reduced if they rely on 

elite websites for stories and information (Chang, Lau, & Xiaoming, 2000; Himelboim, 2010).  
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Intermedia agenda-setting is taking place quickly in developing countries as television 

outlets convert from analog to digital signals. In the 1990s, as U.S. cable and satellite television 

outlets rapidly expanded in Europe, Latin America, and Asia, they had to translate and adapt 

programs to appeal to local audiences (Jan, 2009). To expand viewing options for consumers, the 

United Nations International Telecommunication Union instructed all countries that still used 

traditional transmission to switch from analog television to digital television (DT) by June 2015. 

The directive, issued in June 2006, affected 119 countries in Europe, Africa, the Middle East, 

and central Asia (Engoug & Yun, 2013).  

Despite the positive outcomes expected by the International Telecommunication Union, 

not all countries met the deadline because they lacked the financial means and technical skills 

(Engoug & Yun, 2013). In Africa, only Rwanda and Tanzania met the deadline. Rwanda started 

the transition to digital television in 2008, with the help of a Chinese pay-for-TV company called 

Startimes. This company started working in Rwanda just after receiving its digital terrestrial TV 

(DTTV) operating license (Engoug & Yun, 2013). DTTV technology makes numerous television 

channels accessible through a single frequency, where all local transmitters are synchronized 

(Sari, Karam, & Jeanclaude, 1995). 

Although Rwanda met the digital conversion deadline, professional journalists there 

faced challenges. Three in ten media stakeholders and two in ten media practitioners experienced 

some form of corruption during a 12-month period (Transparency International Rwanda, 2015). 

In addition, Rwandan Prime Minister Anastase Murekezi criticized the quality of TV programs 

in the country (Umucunguzi, 2015). Most of the time, according to Murekezi, local viewers must 

watch imported news stories about other locations, mainly in Europe and the United States. The 

prime minister wanted more news about Rwanda (Umucunguzi, 2015).  
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On the global stage, two international television channels—Euronews and Al Jazeera—

have captured the attention of scholars (e.g., Garcia-Blanco & Cushion, 2010; Machill, 1998; 

Powers & Gilboa, 2007). Launched in 1993, Euronews is the multilingual, multinational channel 

that helped facilitate the founding of the European Union (EU) and continues to promote EU 

policies outside Europe by covering news from a pan-European perspective. Its multinational 

editorial offices, which produce stories in various languages, helped Euronews became one of 

the most influential TV channels in Europe (Machill, 1998). On the other hand, Al Jazeera 

promotes the Arab world and Muslim perspectives with its radical stories (King & Zayani, 2008; 

Powers & Gilboa, 2007). The Arab TV channel influences the international news coverage of 

numerous newspapers around the world (King & Zayani, 2008).  

The prominence of Euronews, Al Jazeera, and other foreign channels prompted the 

author of this study to examine their influence on the international news agenda of Rwanda 

Television and two Rwandan newspapers—igihe.com, which is only available online, and 

Imvaho Nshya, which has both online and print editions. Rwanda Television is the most popular 

state-owned channel and the country’s oldest local television outlet, founded in 1992 

(International Media Support, 2003). Today, seven local TV channels are in operation (Bonde, 

Uwimana, Sowa, & O’Neil, 2015). Although the implementation of DTTV made it easier for 

viewers to access hundreds of TV channels, Rwanda Television dominates the market. Almost 

six out of ten television viewers prefer Rwanda Television (Githua, 2015). Nationwide, 9.9 

percent of 12,312 sampled households own at least one TV set (National Institute of Statistics of 

Rwanda, 2015).  

The two newspapers regularly publish stories in Kinyarwanda, the local language spoken 

by almost all Rwandans. igihe.com is the first privately owned news website in Rwanda. In 
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operation since 2009 (Cruikshank, 2013), it is the most visited news website in Rwanda, with 4.1 

pages per visit (SimilarWeb, 2016). Imvaho Nshya is the nation’s first print newspaper, founded 

by the government in 1959. Today, it is a semi-government newspaper, as private entrepreneurs 

own 70 percent (Esiara, 2014; Ntakirutimana, 2014).  

The current study will help inform media practitioners in Rwanda and media scholars 

worldwide about the dependence of fledging media outlets on foreign news reports after the 

implementation of digital television. Other researchers (e.g., Denham, 2014; Hamilton, 2004; 

Vliegenthart & Walgrave, 2008) have compared the intermedia agenda-setting between 

newspapers and television channels or between news organizations of the same genre, such as 

newspapers. Research is lacking, however, on the influence of international television channels 

on local television and newspapers in developing countries such as Rwanda after the mandatory 

digitization of the global television system. The findings of this study will help scholars 

understand the power of big media in shaping information distribution in developing countries 

through the lens of intermedia agenda-setting.  

Literature Review 

The literature review begins with intermedia agenda-setting as the theoretical framework 

for this study, followed by international agenda-setting in sub-Saharan Africa, the dominance of 

Western media, the role played by foreign news outlets in covering international news in Africa, 

and the state of the media in Rwanda. 

Intermedia agenda-setting and the coverage of international news 

McCombs and Shaw (1972) developed agenda-setting theory when they compared how 

frequently and prominently the media covered local and national political issues and how that 

coverage affected people’s perceptions of the most important election issue. McCombs and Shaw 



Influence of Foreign News Programs on Rwandan Media   
 

14 

(1972) incorporated Cohen’s (1963) observation that the media are more successful in telling 

people what to think about than telling them what to think. The researchers found that the media 

draw attention to some topics at the expenses of others. What topics the voters in one U.S. 

community said were important, for example, reflected the coverage by the local and national 

media. McCombs and Shaw (1972) were inspired by Lippmann (1922), who studied how public 

opinion is constructed. Lippmann (1922) noted that the mass media are the main connection 

between events in the world and the pictures in our heads.  

As other scholars (e.g., Hamilton, 2004; McCombs, 2005; Sikanku, 2011) studied agenda 

setting, they realized that mass media organizations can mirror one another’s agendas. This 

intermedia agenda-setting occurs when Media Outlet A imitates or adopts the story produced by 

Media Outlet B (Vliegenthart & Walgrave, 2008). Thanks to this intermedia agenda-setting, the 

salience of a particular story can be transferred across media (Denham, 2014).  

Diverse cultural and political settings do not prevent intermedia agenda-setting. For 

example, newspaper coverage of the Iraq War by four developed countries on three continents—

the United States, mainland China, Taiwan, and Poland—revealed a connection between the war 

and the fight against weapons of mass destruction (Guo et al., 2015). In that study, unrelated 

news outlets shared the same agenda by viewing weapons of mass destruction as the justification 

for the Iraq War. In the authors’ opinion, globalization was the main cause of intermedia agenda-

setting. For instance, mainland China and Poland had different political stances toward the Iraq 

War, but media coverage of the conflict in both countries was similar because of the 

globalization of news. Other factors that influence intermedia agenda-setting include the time 

frame, type of medium, language, news outlet, institutional barriers, type of issue, and an 

election or non-election context (Vliegenthart & Walgrave, 2008).  
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Intermedia agenda-setting can lead to the homogeneity of news across media outlets. For 

example, the overlap of story content between Argentina’s leading print newspapers and their 

online counterparts increased from 1995 to 2005 (Boczkowski & de Santos, 2007). As a result of 

this intermedia agenda-setting, a significant number of Argentine media outlets depend on what a 

few elite organizations publish (Boczkowski & de Santos, 2007). Some media outlets consider 

intermedia agenda-setting a threat in terms of who controls information and where it goes 

(Denham, 2014). Cable station operators in the United States, for instance, worry that their 

shows could be used without permission by other media companies (Werbach, 2002). Cable 

operators, therefore, are reluctant to cede control over their digital platforms to broadband open 

access and Internet governance (Arsène, 2016; Boyd, 1988). 

This concern about the possible theft of cable programs illustrates both dependency 

theory and world system theory. Using these two theories, scholars (e.g., Chase-Dunn & Grimes, 

1995; Chirot & Hall, 1982; Wallerstein, 1974) have posited that resources flow from a periphery 

of impoverished nations to a core of developed countries, thus empowering the rich at the 

expense of the poor. In Wallerstein’s (1974) view, technology is a central factor in positioning 

countries in the core or the periphery. Technological innovations allow core countries to 

maintain their dominant status (Chase-Dunn & Grimes, 1995). Fledgling media organizations in 

developing countries lack modern technology and, therefore, depend on the media organizations 

in core nations for programming (Jan, 2009).  

Elite print media continue to shape international news on television and in newspapers 

worldwide. In the United States, elite newspapers often set the agenda for other media (e.g., 

Denham, 2014; Hamilton, 2004; Vliegenthart & Walgrave, 2008). Hamilton (2004) found that 

USA Today, The New York Times, and The Washington Post drove and shaped the agenda of the 
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top 100 newspapers worldwide, which included links to these three elite newspapers in their 

online publications. Vliegenthart and Walgrave (2008) observed that elite newspapers exerted a 

stronger influence on television than vice versa. The New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, 

and The Washington Post, for example, influenced U.S. broadcast news outlets (CNN, NBC, and 

NPR) on the issue of deceased horses, equine drug use, and trainer suspension (Denham, 2014). 

These three broadcast outlets relied on the coverage by the three newspapers because they had 

fewer opportunities to report on horse racing and problems connected with the sport. In this case, 

The New York Times was the most influential because it hired two experts, Walt Bogdanich and 

Joe Drape, to assist the two reporters covering drug use in horse racing. In the coverage of this 

controversial topic, competing news organizations such as the Los Angeles Times and The 

Washington Post were reluctant to cite The New York Times. The NPR program Fresh Air, 

however, recognized The New York Times investigation (Denham, 2014).  

Intermedia agenda-setting in sub-Saharan Africa 

The effects of intermedia agenda-setting are mixed in developing nations in sub-Saharan 

Africa. In Ghana, Sikanku (2011) found that the government-controlled Ghana News Agency 

influenced the websites of two print newspapers. An online-only publication, however, showed 

weak intermedia effects. These mixed effects reflected “the ferment of new media technologies 

and democratic reform” (p. 1320). Sikanku (2011) concluded that neither technology nor media 

type (print or online) nor ownership (government or private) was the defining factor for 

intermedia agenda-setting in Ghana. Language, however, may have been an important factor 

among the Ghanaian newspapers. When media outlets publish or broadcast in the same language, 

there is a high probability of influence (Vliegenthart & Walgrave, 2008).  
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Sikanku (2011) considered Africa as one monolithic media landscape sharing the same 

standards rather than a diversity of countries, each with its own media policies, amount of 

freedom of speech, and political challenges. The author assumed that the intermedia agenda-

setting observed among newspapers and websites in Ghana occurred in all sub-Saharan media 

organizations, but Moehler and Singh (2011) found that viewers in 11 out of 16 African 

countries trusted state-owned more than privately owned broadcast media. These 11 countries 

had greater press freedom and lower corruption than the five nations where citizens preferred 

private broadcasters. Other factors associated with trusting government media included a lack of 

political sophistication, approval of incumbents, and conservative attitudes despite public 

media’s lack of independence and history of propaganda. Some of Moehler and Singh’s (2011) 

findings are reflected in Rwandan media, such as distrust of government-controlled media and 

the financial problems of privately owned outlets.  

Scholars have found that blogs can be powerful tools when it comes to intermedia 

agenda-setting, thus reinforcing McCombs’ (2005) observation that blogs may influence other 

media. During Sudan’s presidential election in 2010, Idid and Elawad (2015) noted that blogs 

had a growing effect on newspapers’ agendas. The researchers found that bloggers who wrote 

social and political posts influenced journalists who selected topics from those blogs and added 

comments to the posts and explanations to their own presidential election coverage.  

Dominance of Western media  

To provide international news content, Rwandan television stations turn to foreign 

channels, including Al Jazeera, Euronews, and France 24 (Rwanda Broadcasting Agency, 2017). 

Many scholars view this dominance of foreign mass media through the theoretical prism of 

media imperialism. The term emerged in the 1970s to “describe the processes by which modern 



Influence of Foreign News Programs on Rwandan Media   
 

18 

communication media have operated to create, maintain and expand systems of domination and 

dependence on a world scale” (Fejes, 1981, p. 281). Researchers have long expressed concern 

about media imperialism. In the 1980s Varis (1984) and Boyd (1988) wrote that digital television 

via satellite encouraged media imperialism, especially in developing countries. Boyd (1988) 

accused local channels in developing nations of stealing television programs from developed 

countries by translating them into the local language without consent. When France 24, owned 

by the French government, opened its Arabic channel in 2007, Carvajal (2007) viewed this 

expansion as a way of “exporting” news.  

The pan-European television network Euronews, founded in 1993, facilitated the spread 

of the European Union’s transnational public diplomacy in response to the “American cultural 

imperialism of the 1970s and 1980s” (Polonska-Kimungi & Kimungi, 2012, para. 3). In addition 

to preventing CNN from dominating Europe, Euronews wanted to improve relationships among 

European citizens, defend European identity, and facilitate the integration of the European Union 

(Machill, 1998). Today, Euronews produces stories mainly in Arabic, English, French, German, 

Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Persian, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Turkish, and Ukrainian 

(Euronews, 2014).  

Started by public broadcasters in Europe, Euronews now has owners and news operations 

in the Ural Mountains, North Africa, and the Middle East (Polonska-Kimungi & Kimungi, 

2012). In October 2015, Euronews (2015) moved its headquarters to Lyon, France, and soon 

thereafter it launched its first pan-African multilingual news channel and broadcast live programs 

through local cable TV. In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, for example, Radio Télévision 

Nationale du Congo, with 4,000 households nationwide, broadcasts Euronews programs live 

(Euronews, 2014).  
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Euronews promotes what Garcia-Blanco and Cushion (2010) call Europeanization. In a 

content analysis conducted in mid-2008, the researchers found that 11 out of 20 countries 

mentioned in Euronews programs were EU members. Three-quarters of the news about Europe 

revolved around six key countries: Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, and the United 

Kingdom. Five EU countries— Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, and Slovakia—did not receive 

a single mention during the study period. The most frequent themes were the politics of non-EU 

countries (21.1 percent), social protests (11.2 percent), natural catastrophes (9.4 percent), and the 

politics of member states (9 percent). Clearly, the media outlets in elite countries are interested in 

covering elite countries, and that usage is perpetuated in the developing countries that use their 

media for information. 

When the influential Arabic TV channel Al Jazeera launched in 1996 as a transnational 

news organization, its audience was mainly in Arabic countries (Miladi, 2006). Al Jazeera 

English and Al Jazeera International followed in 2006. The Western international audience 

began to show interest in Al Jazeera when its English edition started (King & Zayani, 2008). 

Within a few years, Al Jazeera had become one of the most popular sources of information for 

hundreds of newspapers, including legacy media, because of its coverage of sensitive issues, 

such as anti-Western sentiments (King & Zayani, 2008). Although the negative tone of stories 

made the Arabic version unpopular in some parts of the world, including North America, Al 

Jazeera English improved the perception of the brand as a credible source (King & Zayani, 

2008). Sixteen percent of 400 newspaper articles sampled worldwide published stories that 

mentioned Al Jazeera English on their front page (King & Zayani, 2008). The articles described 

Al Jazeera English with a positive tone (35.3 percent) three times as often as the Arabic service 

(11.9 percent) did. Moreover, among the Arab diaspora community in Britain, survey 
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respondents felt that Al Jazeera produced more credible and balanced news than CNN or BBC 

(Miladi, 2006). 

Al Jazeera weakened the hegemony of Western media around the world. During the 

invasion of Iraq, coverage by the Arabic channel reduced the dominance of both U.S. and 

European media (Seib, 2005). Al Jazeera has become an important tool of public diplomacy for 

the Arab world because it presents Arab and Muslim perspectives on regional and international 

events (Powers & Gilboa, 2007). In 2013, Al Jazeera English reached 48 million households 

every day, followed by France 24 (245 million households), CNN International (200 million 

households), and Euronews (6.5 million households) (Kevin, Pellicanò, & Schneeberger, 2013). 

France 24, a 24-hour international channel subsidized by the French government, started 

operating in 2006 with a mission “to cover the news with a French look and to convey French 

values and perspectives throughout the world” (France 24, 2017, para. 1). Its main studio is 

based in a Paris suburb (Carvajal, 2007). Since its launch, France 24 has become an influential 

television channel. A survey of 500 opinion leaders revealed that France 24 was watched by 51 

percent of respondents in Algeria, 47 percent in Senegal, 23 percent in France, and 12 percent in 

the United Kingdom (The Independent, 2007). France 24’s main competitor is CNN, which is 

the top-rated international news channel in Europe (The Independent, 2007). 

Coverage of international news in Africa 

Although the United Nations International Telecommunication Union was optimistic 

about the implementation of digital television in Africa, Musinguzi (2013) criticized both the 

African television channels and the policy itself as a way to diminish African culture by 

expanding the market for international outlets. The author urged local TV stations in Kenya and 

Uganda to produce their own programs and thus end the dominance of imported programs.  
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Even though international television channels do not devote much coverage to Africa, 

developing countries show more interest in translated programs than in local programming 

(Golan, 2008; Varis, 1984). In 1983, for example, more than half the television programs 

(measured in programming hours) in Kenya and Zimbabwe were imported from the United 

States and Germany (Varis, 1984). South Africa did not resist the flow of foreign programs 

either, with 54 percent imported from the United States in 1984, 30 percent from the United 

Kingdom, 9 percent from France, 5 percent from Austria, and 3 percent from Canada (Varis, 

1984). As Varis (1984) pointed out, “If access to information is dependent solely on wealth and 

income, no change in this current flow of information seems likely in the future” (p. 152).  

Foreign programs about developing countries tend to focus on negative news. Africa, for 

example, is portrayed as a land of problems (Masmoudi, 1979). A study of evening news 

programs aired by ABC, CBS, NBC, and CNN between 2002 and 2004 revealed that the stories 

focused on conflict and other issues, such as civil war, disputed elections, wide-scale famine, and 

the AIDS epidemic, rather than economic progress, education, and culture (Golan, 2008). 

Another study conducted in 17 countries showed that African nations receive limited attention in 

foreign television news (Wilke, Heimprecht, & Cohen, 2012).  

Hester (1973) identified cultural affinity as the main factor in determining what topics the 

international news networks cover. In the author’s view, viewers and gatekeepers identify with 

events that take place in nations with similar cultures. Other factors that affect the 

newsworthiness of international events include the position of countries in the hierarchy of 

nations (Chang, 1998), the normative deviance of an event (the extent to which the event would 

have broken norms if it had taken place in the United States), relevance to the United States, the 

potential for social change, and geographical distance (Chang, Shoemaker, & Brendliner, 1987).  
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Media in Rwanda  

The media in Rwanda have experienced horrible moments. What the world knows is the 

media of hate, especially the Rwandan radio station Radio Télévision Libre des Milles Collines, 

which promoted the killing of Tutsi and moderate Hutu in 1994 (Kalyango & Vultee, 2012). One 

legacy is the fact that Rwandan journalists still censor themselves, fearing the retribution of local 

media that participated in the 1994 genocide (Cruikshank, in press). However, there have also 

been bright spots. Between 1980 and 1990, the French government encouraged the development 

of the Rwandan media industry with the installation of strong broadcast transmitters and a media 

agenda that promoted socioeconomic development (Uvin, 1998).  

From the 1990s until 2004, the Rwandan government owned the only television station 

(Rwanda Television) and the only radio station (Radio Rwanda) in the country (Hachten, 2004; 

Kalyango, 2011). Both were administered by the Office Rwandaise de l’Information, now called 

the Rwanda Broadcast Agency. Since 2004, the government has increased the number of its 

community radio outlets, and privately owned local radio and television stations have been 

launched. Before the implementation of digital terrestrial TV (DTTV) in Rwanda in 2015, the 

only independent news stations were international outlets such as TV5, which were accessible 

through a digital satellite TV service called DStv. The high cost of this service prevented 

independent news produced by foreign television operations from reaching many customers 

(Rwanda Utilities Regulatory Authority, 2015). After the implementation of DTTV, 19 local TV 

stations were licensed, but only seven channels (Clouds TV, Family TV, Goodrich TV, Royal 

TV, RTV, TV1, and TV10) remain active (GeoPoll, 2016). Of those local stations, RTV is the 

most popular nationwide (35.7 percent of the sampled viewers), followed by TV1 (14.8 percent), 

TV10 (10.6 percent), and Royal TV (7.6 percent) (GeoPoll, 2016). Of the foreign television 
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channels that are accessible through TV decoders, the most popular are a French entertainment 

channel (Canal+, 8.9 percent) and a South African sports channel (SuperSport, 8.3 percent), 

while the French news channel France 24 is the favorite international news outlet (4.6 percent) 

(GeoPoll, 2016). 

Although radio and TV are popular, print newspapers do not appeal to Rwandans 

(Muyagu, 2016). More than half the respondents to a Rwanda Governance Board survey said the 

country’s print newspapers are not their preferred sources of news and information (Muyagu, 

2016). Ndangiza, the official in charge of research at the Rwanda Governance Board, pointed out 

that print media in Rwanda face many challenges, such as inadequate funding and readers’ 

preferences for online sources (Muyagu, 2016). Newspapers also face a cultural challenge. 

Rwandans favor participatory media over reading, which is a solitary act (Mutsinzi, 2007).  

Furthermore, there is a big difference between rural and urban media in Rwanda. 

Reporters for urban media outlets focus on political stories that reflect the government agenda 

and rely on government sources, while reporters in rural areas are more likely to crowd-source 

stories on local issues (Cruikshank, 2016). In addition, state-owned media set the agenda for 

privately owned media organization. Though the reporters working in private outlets said they 

explore many angles, they also confirmed that “politics still drove the majority of news” (p. 86). 

On the other hand, community radio stations and other rural outlets focused on stories that 

exposed issues faced by the public, such as public health and the needs of local farmers.  

The period after the 1994 genocide saw tremendous progress in media development in 

Rwanda, with the International Monetary Fund and UNESCO providing emergency funds to 

recruit and train journalists (Kalyango & Vultee, 2012). Rwanda and Tanzania are the only two 

nations in Africa that migrated from an analog to a digital television system ahead of the global 
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deadline of June 17, 2015 (Kamau, 2015). By the end of 2015, six sub-Saharan countries—

Gabon, Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda—had completely migrated from analog 

to digital television systems (Research and Markets, 2016). TV penetration, however, is low in 

Rwanda. Only 218,286 (1.8 percent) of the country’s 11,609,666 citizens (World Bank, 2015) 

own a digital television (Rwanda Utilities Regulatory Authority, 2015).  

Though the penetration of DTTV is low in Rwanda, studying the influence of foreign 

news programs on local media is important for two reasons. First, the country’s elite, such as 

politicians, journalists, and businesspeople, watch Rwanda Television (Cruikshank, 2013). 

Second, Rwanda Television is the most popular TV channel in the country (GeoPoll, 2016). 

Citizens turn to it for news. A survey of citizens in Rwanda and Ethiopia revealed that citizens 

distrust state-owned media yet rely on them for news, especially coverage of conflict (Kalyango 

& Vultee, 2012). In another survey of audience attitudes, Kalyango (2011) found that 

respondents in Rwanda and other East African countries did not think the news media held 

elected officials accountable, but they affirmed that their local “news media expose corruption or 

embezzlement of public funds” (p. 212).  

Digitizing Rwanda’s television system led to the launch of 19 independent local stations 

(Bonde, Uwimana, Sowa, & O’Neil, 2015), but limited finances forced them to rely on programs 

produced in foreign languages, especially French and English, rather than producing their own 

content (Gasore, 2014). Cedric Pierre-Louis, the manager of TV10, founded in 2013 as the first 

privately owned local station, said the lack of qualified reporters is the main challenge his 

channel faces. He has only three staff members, and they all learned how to report on the job 

rather than by studying journalism (Al Jazeera English, 2014). These challenges make it difficult 

for local stations to produce high-quality programming (Afadhali, 2016).  
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This shortage of good programming might be one of the reasons why the number of 

active pay-TV subscribers in Rwanda is dropping. Only 26.59 percent (51,378 subscribers) of all 

registered subscribers to three pay-TV companies remain active (Rwanda Utilities Regulatory 

Authority, 2015). The owners of the independent local stations said their businesses do not 

generate any profit (Mwai, 2016). Investors do not consider advertising on television an 

important business strategy in Rwanda, where few can afford to advertise (Girinema, 2016). This 

challenge explains why Exalto TV and the two newest stations—Lemigo TV and Yego TV—

recently shuttered their studios (Afadhali, 2016). KFM, owned by the Kenyan Nation Media 

Group, also switched off its Rwanda transmitters (Mwai, 2016). Some local stations, such as 

Radio Izuba, rely on temporary funding from non-governmental organizations, which can 

reinforce Western ideas and issues (Uvin, 1998).  

Research Questions 

Although scholars have examined Rwandan media before and after the 1994 genocide, 

the literature indicates a lack of research focused on the influence of international television 

channels on local programming. Scholars have studied the effects of newspapers on television 

news and vice versa, but research is lacking on whether television channels influence one 

another or the influence of television on the international coverage in Rwandan newspapers. The 

current study will attempt to determine the influence of international television channels on the 

foreign news agenda of Rwanda Television (RTV), which is the most popular TV channel owned 

by the government (GeoPoll, 2016), and whether RTV has any influence on two Rwandan 

newspapers.  

To help fill the gap in the literature, this study will address the following questions: 
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▪ RQ1: To what extent did RTV use foreign news reports in its international newscast during a 

two-month period in 2016? 

▪ RQ2: What topics and geographic areas did RTV’s foreign news reports cover?  

▪ RQ3: What is the overall tone of RTV’s foreign news reports?  

▪ RQ4: What factors influence the selection of RTV’s foreign news reports?  

▪ RQ5: To what extent did the international news editions of two Rwandan newspapers reflect 

RTV’s foreign news reports?  

Method 

The current study focuses on the potential influence of foreign news programs on the 

international news agenda of Rwanda Television (RTV) and two Rwandan newspapers—the 

privately owned igihe.com, which is only available online, and the partly state-run Imvaho 

Nshya, which has both online and print versions. (The researcher analyzed the international news 

published in the print edition of Imvaho Nshya because it does not post all its international news 

online.) The study employed a mixed method approach (Thorleif, 2011). A quantitative content 

analysis examined the foreign news reports aired on RTV’s nightly newscasts and published in 

the two newspapers. A qualitative analysis consisted of online interviews with an RTV editor 

and two reporter-producers. 

Study sample  

By examining international news on television, in a print newspaper, and in an online 

newspaper, this study looked at media consumed by different audiences in Rwanda. RTV was 

chosen because it is the most influential state-owned channel and the oldest local television 

outlet, founded in 1992 (International Media Support, 2003; Kalyango, 2011). Imvaho Nshya is 

the oldest state-owned newspaper, printed since 1959 (Ministry of Information, 2004). Recently, 
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it became semi-government, as private entrepreneurs own 70 percent of Imvaho Nshya (Esiara, 

2014; Ntakirutimana, 2014). The local online newspaper igihe.com, established in 2009, is the 

first privately owned news website (Cruikshank, 2013) and remains the most popular in Rwanda, 

with 4.12 pages per visit (SimilarWeb, 2016).  

The researcher downloaded the entire nightly newscast aired in Kinyarwanda on RTV as 

a single file from the official RTV website (www.rba.rw/tv), but only the international news 

coverage was analyzed. The international edition follows the local news and occupies three to 

eight minute at the end of the broadcast. The Kinyarwanda newscast airs at 9 p.m. in Kigali, 

Rwanda, which is 11 a.m. in the Mountain Standard time zone where the researcher lives. (All 

foreign news reports are translated into Kinyarwanda, which is the language spoken by almost all 

Rwandans.) 

The researcher also collected the international news stories published by both newspapers 

so he could observe if these publications mirrored the state-run broadcast. The researcher coded 

all the international news published on the international page of Imvaho Nshya and on the 

igihe.com home page at 6 a.m. in Kigali, Rwanda, which is the same hour that the print edition 

of Imvaho Nshya is distributed. Imvaho Nshya devotes only one page to global news, and it did 

not publish an international news page during one week of the study period (November 12-19, 

2016). The researcher collected the international news stories that appeared on igihe.com’s home 

page at 6 a.m., not throughout the day.  

Study period 

The study period lasted two months—from October 9, 2016, through December 9, 2016. 

This time frame follows the recommendations of other researchers who study intermedia agenda-

setting (e.g., Qian, 2009; Shaw & McCombs, 1977; Sikanku, 2011). They suggest that the 
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shortest time frame for measuring intermedia agenda-setting is one week, while the longest is 

between two and six months. When comparing intermedia agenda-setting among traditional 

media, scholars (e.g. McCombs, 1977; Qian, 2009) recommend that the study period last at least 

two months, as news is not exchanged as rapidly on television or in newspapers as it is on 

websites. In addition, scholars (e.g., Golan, 2006; Sikanku, 2011) suggest that the study period 

not include an epoch-making event that affects the normal flow of news coverage.  

Unit of analysis 

The unit of analysis is the international news story that covers events outside of Rwanda 

as well as events that include Rwanda and at least one other country. For example, a story about 

a trade deal between Rwanda and Kenya would be considered international. 

Coding the samples 

The researcher coded the length, placement, and source of each foreign news report, the 

geographic area covered, the tone, and the topic. (See Appendices A and B.) To code the topic of 

each news report, the researcher used Stempel’s (1985) 13 subject matter categories: politics and 

government, war and defense, diplomacy and foreign relations, economic activity, agriculture, 

transportation and travel, crime, man-made accidents and natural disasters, science and 

invention, public health and welfare, education and classic arts, popular amusement, and general 

human interest. To reflect the crises and issues of the 21st century, the researcher added three 

categories—terrorism, immigration, and religion. If a story contained more than one topic, such 

as disasters and terrorism, the main focus and up to two other topics were coded. The overall 

tone of the story was coded as optimistic, neutral, or pessimistic (Wessler, Lück, & Wozniak, 

2015). The tone of each story indicated if the news outlet was triggered by negativity bias when 

choosing international news. If there was more than one tone in a story, the main tone and one 
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other tone were coded. Both the main topic and the main tone were determined by the amount of 

airtime or number of words. 

To pre-test the codebooks, the researcher trained a second coder who also speaks 

Kinyarwanda. The author and the second coder coded one week’s worth of international news 

that was broadcast on RTV, published in Imvaho Nshya, and posted on igihe.com. The news 

items coded were not in the study sample but were similar in content. After adjusting the 

codebook, the researcher coded all the news reports during the study period. 

Intercoder reliability  

Research is reliable when repeated measurements of the same material yield similar 

results (Qian, 2009). To test intercoder reliability, the second coder coded 12 (20%) randomly 

selected RTV international newscasts, 12 (20%) international stories from igihe.com, and 12 

(20%) international stories from Imvaho Nshya. Intercoder reliability was calculated using both 

Holsti’s (1969) formula for simple agreement and Scotti’s pi, which is the most commonly used 

coefficient (Lovejoy, Watson, Lacy, & Riffe, 2016).  

Holsti’s overall agreement for Rwanda Television was an acceptable 92.1% (Landis & 

Koch, 1977). The agreement for each variable ranged from 85.7% to 100%: date of newscast 

(100%), start time of newscast (100%), end time of newscast (100%), length of entire 

international newscast (92.8%), length of news jingle (92.8%), placement of news story (85.7%), 

main news source (100%), second news source (85.7%), third news source (85.7%), length of 

anchor’s introduction (100%), length of each individual story (85.7%), citation (100%), main 

geographic area (100%), second geographic area (85.7%), main topic (85.7%), second topic 

(92.8%), third topic (85.7%), main tone (85.7%), and second tone (85.7%). 
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Holsti’s overall agreement for Imvaho Nshya was an acceptable 88% (Landis & Koch, 

1977). The agreement for each variable ranged from 83.3% to 100%: date of article (91.6%), 

placement of article (91.6%), title of article (100%), length of article (83.3%), main news source 

(100%), second news source (86.9%), third news source (83.3%), citation (91.6%), main 

geographic area (91.6%), second geographic area (91.6%), main topic (83.3%), second topic 

(83.3%), third topic (83.3%), main tone (83.3%), and second tone (83.3%).  

Holsti’s overall agreement for igihe.com was an acceptable 87.6% (Landis & Koch, 

1977). The agreement for each variable ranged from 82% to 100%: date of article (94.8%), 

placement of article (100%), title of article (94.8%), length of article (82%), main news source 

(89.7%), second news source (87.1%), third news source (84.6%), citation (94.8%), main 

geographic area (84.6%), second geographic area (84.6%), main topic (82%), second topic 

(82.0%), third topic (84%), main tone (89.7%), and second tone (82%).  

Scott’s pi fell in the nearly perfect range (Milne & Adler, 1998) for Rwanda Television 

(.913), Imvaho Nshya (.882), and igihe.com (.868) (Craig, 1981; Scott, 1955).  

For Rwanda Television, Scotti’s pi for each variable ranged from .82 to 1.0: date of 

newscast (1.0), start time of newscast (1.0), end time of newscast (1.0), length of entire 

international newscast (.89), length of news jingle (.89), placement of news story (.82), main 

news source (1.0), second news source (.82), third news source (.82), length of anchor’s 

introduction (1.0), length of each individual story (.82), citation (1.0), main geographic area 

(1.0), second geographic area (.82), main topic (.82), second topic (.89), third topic (.82), main 

tone (.82), and second tone (.82). 

For Imvaho Nshya, Scott’s pi for each variable ranged from .80 to 1.0: date of article 

(.89), placement of article (.89), title of article (1.0), length of article (.80), main news source 



Influence of Foreign News Programs on Rwandan Media   
 

31 

(1.0), second news source (.83), third news source (.80), citation (.89), main geographic area 

(.89), second geographic area (.89), main topic (.80), second topics (.80), third topic (.80), main 

tone (.80), and second tone (.80). 

For igihe.com, Scotti’s pi for each variable ranged from .78 to 1.0: date of article (.93), 

placement of article (1.0), title of article (.93), length of article (.78), main news source (.87), 

second news source (.84), third news source (.81), citation (.93), main geographic area (.81), 

second geographic area (.81), main topic (.78), second topic (.78), third topic (.81), main tone 

(.87), and second tone (.78). 

Conducting interviews 

The researcher conducted in-depth interviews with an RTV editor and two reporter-

producers to explore the factors influencing their choice of foreign news reports. (See Appendix 

C.) All interviews were conducted online via Skype or the WhatsApp mobile app. In addition, 

the researcher asked two reporters at Imvaho Nshya how they handled broadcast stories.  

Statistical analysis  

In addition to descriptive statistics such as percentage, frequency, and mean, which 

helped to quantify the prominence of international news reports on RTV, igihe.com, and Imvaho 

Nshya, the researcher relied on the Pearson correlation to measure the relationship among the 

foreign outlets and Rwandan media (Golan, 2006). A cross-lagged correlation was used to 

observe the content flow and correlation between the RTV international newscast and the 

international stories on igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya during the two-month study period (Idid & 

Elawad, 2015; Sikanku, 2011). The principal outcome variables were topic, source, tone, and 

geographic area.  
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Findings 

This study examined the influence of foreign news reports on the nightly international 

news on Rwanda Television and on the international coverage in two Rwandan newspapers—the 

privately owned igihe.com, which is only available online, and the partly state-run Imvaho 

Nshya, which has both online and print versions. During the two-month study period (October 9–

December 9, 2016), Rwanda Television broadcast 98 (24.94%) international news stories, 

igihe.com posted 193 (49.1%) articles on its home page, and Imvaho Nshya published 102 

(25.95%) articles on its international news page. (See Table 1.) 

Use of foreign news reports in RTV’s nightly newscasts 

The first research question asked the extent to which RTV used foreign news reports in 

its nightly international newscast. Except for two RTV-produced stories (2.04%) lasting a total 

of 200 seconds, the other 96 stories came from foreign news outlets. One of the RTV stories was 

about a press conference at the local U.S. embassy on the early U.S. presidential voting of 2016. 

The second RTV story featured a telephone interview about the U.S. presidential campaign with 

a Rwandan citizen living in Michigan.  

Of the 87 RTV stories that identified their main source, the leading outlet was Euronews 

(29 stories, or 29.59%), followed by Al Jazeera English (13, or 13.27%), Reuters (6, or 6.12%), 

and CNN (5, or 5.1%). (See Table 2 and Figure 1.) Of the 24 main sources cited by RTV during 

the two-month study period, 66 news reports (67.3%) were based on 13 television sources, which 

is more than three times as many as all other sources combined (21 stories, or 21.4%).  

In addition, 17 RTV stories identified a second source, and one story had a third source. 

Some main sources were also cited as the second source in two stories: Al Jazeera, the 

Associated Press, CNN, CCT News, and Euronews. Other main sources were cited as the second 
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source in one story: ABC News, BBC, Daily Mail, News24, News World, Radio France 

International, and Reuters. The Washington Post was the third source in one story.  

Table 3 shows the placement (first, second, or third) of stories in the lineup of RTV’s 

international newscasts. Of the 98 international news reports studied, Euronews stories appeared 

first the most often (13, or 13.26%), followed by Al Jazeera English (5, or 5.1%). In addition, 12 

(12.24%) Euronews reports and 7 (7.1%) Al Jazeera stories appeared second in the lineup.  

Topics and geographic areas featured in RTV’s nightly newscasts 

The second research question asked about the topics and geographic areas featured in 

RTV’s nightly international newscasts. The nation featured most often during the study period 

was the United States (17 times), followed by countries in the Middle East and Africa—Syria 

(8), Iraq (6), South Sudan (6), South Africa (5), and Kenya (4). (See Figure 2.)  

The international newscasts focused on 11 topics in 34 countries: politics and government 

(32, or 32.6%), war and defense (25, or 25.5%), terrorism (13, or 13.2%), man-made accidents 

and natural disasters (8, or 8.1%), crime (7, or 7.1%), immigration (5, or 5.1%), diplomacy and 

foreign relations (3, or 3.06%), public health and welfare (2, 2.04%), economic activity (1, or 

1.02%), religion (1, or 1.02%), and science and invention (1, or 1.02%). (See Table 4.) 

Of the stories about politics and government, most took place in the United States (14, or 

14.2%). The 2016 U.S. presidential election predominated, especially news about the presidential 

debates and the transition phase. Five (5.1%) stories featured South African policies, including 

the controversial proposal to pull out of the International Criminal Court and ongoing calls by 

the opposition parties for President Jacob Zuma’s resignation. (See Figure 3).  
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Of the stories about war and defense, the largest number covered the ongoing crises in 

Syria (8, or 8.16%), South Sudan (4, or 4.08%), the Central African Republic (3, or 3.06%), and 

Iraq (3, or 3.06%). 

On the topics related to crime, the overturn of the death sentence of former Egyptian 

President Mohamed Morsi appeared in two stories (2.04%).  

The two stories (2.04%) about man-made accidents and disasters took place in 

Cameroon, where a train crashed and 70 people died on the spot. 

Tone of RTV’s international news reports 

The third research question asked about the tone of RTV’s foreign news reports. Of the 

98 stories coded, 55 (56.1%) had a negative tone, 27 (27.6%) had a positive tone, and 16 (16.3%) 

were neutral. (See Table 5.) The largest number of stories with a negative tone were about war 

and defense (16, or 16.3%) and politics and government (15, or 15.3%). On the other hand, 9 

(9.18%) stories about war and defense and 7 (7.14%) reports about politics and government had 

a positive tone. Six stories (6.1%) about man-made accidents and natural disasters were negative, 

while the other 2 reports (2.04%) in this category were positive. Of the 5 stories (5.1%) about 

immigration, 4 (4.08%) had a negative tone, and 1 (1.02%) was neutral. Five (5.1%) of the 7 

crime stories had a negative tone, as did both stories (2.04%) about public health and welfare. 

Selection of RTV’s international news reports  

The fourth research question asked what factors influence the selection of content for 

RTV’s foreign news reports. To address this question, the researcher interviewed the RTV news 

editor and two reporter-producers. Together, they form the editorial team for foreign news 

production. The two reporter-producers also anchor the daily news. One reporter-producer works 

at Radio Rwanda, the other at RTV. They team up because these broadcast outlets share the same 
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newsroom. Instead of a formal daily meeting, the reporter-producers select the foreign news 

items, and the editor makes the final decision. The editor occasionally proposes stories and 

generally decides on the lineup for international stories. Proximity remains the main factor, so 

regional stories appear first in the nightly newscast.  

To keep up with world events, the reporter-producers said they follow trending stories on 

Twitter and Facebook. Several factors influence their selection of foreign news for RTV, 

including proximity, prominence, impact, cultural values, and relevance. With regard to 

proximity, the editor and reporter-producers said they first consider stories from nearby 

countries. A story about Kenya, for example, would be more relevant to RTV’s audience than a 

report about Thailand. The prominence of the event, however, trumps proximity. For example, 

the editor said he considered the U.S. presidential election of 2016 more important than elections 

in other African countries, such as Gambia. This selection process illustrates that RTV is 

following the coverage of big media in elite nations more than events occurring in nearby 

countries. A related consideration is impact. If there is a choice between two stories about 

doctors’ strikes—one in China and the other in Kenya—the team would select the story from 

Kenya, where a significant number of patients from Rwanda go for advanced medical treatment. 

However, as one reporter-producer noted, it is almost impossible to cover important regional 

stories on RTV because most of them are generally online news stories without videos. The 

sensitivities of the RTV audience also play a role when selecting foreign stories. Airing graphic 

or violent images of terrorist attacks, for example, might upset viewers. Also important to the 

audience is the relevance of the story to their lives, such as a medical discovery. 

The editor and reporter-producers select items for translation that are in English or 

French because they feel comfortable reading and writing those languages. The reporter-
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producers translate the news stories. Both hold a bachelor’s degree in journalism. They have not 

taken any other training or a translation test. The two reporter-producers said they paraphrase the 

content of the voiceovers or the written story but transcribe direct quotes word for word.  

The editor and reporter-producers listed their main sources as Agence France-Presse 

(AFP), Al Jazeera English (both TV and web stories), the Associated Press, CNN, Euronews, 

France 24, and Reuters. They prefer these media outlets because of their reliability and global 

coverage.  

RTV has a formal agreement with Voice of America and CCTV, which was rebranded as 

China Global Television Network (CGTN) in December 2016. RTV picks up some news stories 

from both outlets, such as episodes from Voice of America’s Africa 54 and 60 Africa. RTV also 

has an unwritten agreement with news editors in the East African Community who are urged to 

focus on regional stories. RTV sometimes produces hybrid broadcast stories by mixing the 

content of one or more print news articles with pictures from foreign television outlets.  

The news editor said RTV occasionally sends local reporters to cover stories in other 

countries in the East African Community, such as the 2016 presidential election in Uganda. The 

editor recognized that RTV still has a long way to go before it can report and produce stories 

from other continents, but the network plans to produce its own regional stories. The editor could 

not provide a time frame but said regional coverage would not take place soon.  

Finally, the editor and reporter-producers acknowledged the advantages of the digital 

system. The editor said it is easier and quicker to produce international stories with the digital 

system than with the previous analog system. A reporter-producer added that the digital system 

helped RTV extend its national coverage because it can simultaneously report several live events 

held in different locations. Computer applications, such as Skype, help RTV reporters conduct 
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interviews. In addition, RTV’s audience expanded after the channel became accessible through 

DSTV satellite on Channel 299.  

Influence of RTV’s international coverage on Rwandan newspapers  

The fifth research question asked to what extent the international news stories posted on 

igihe.com and published in Imvaho Nshya reflected RTV’s international newscasts. To 

investigate the relationship among these three news outlets, the researcher divided the two-month 

study period into two equal periods of one month each. By analyzing those two periods, the 

researcher observed the similarities and differences in terms of topics, sources, and geographic 

areas.  

The Pearson correlation coefficient showed a statistically significant relationship among 

the international news content on RTV, igihe.com, and Imvaho Nshya during the two-month 

study period. The correlation coefficients ranged from .678 to .967. (See Table 6.) Stories about 

politics and government as well as war and defense were the predominant topics in all three 

media outlets. Stories about education and classic arts as well as transportation and travel were 

the least covered topics. (See Table 7.)  

The three Rwandan news outlets did not cover the 14 topics in the same way. For 

instance, RTV and igihe.com did not publish any stories about transportation and travel as the 

main topic, while Imvaho Nshya published only one story on this topic in the first month. Neither 

RTV nor Imvaho Nshya ran stories about education and classic arts, while igihe.com published 

one in the first month. During the two-month study period, RTV did not broadcast any stories 

that focused on popular amusement.  

The three Rwandan media outlets relied on foreign news organizations for their 

international content. (See Table 8.) Imvaho Nshya was mostly influenced by Radio France 
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Internationale (36 stories, or 35.29%), igihe.com by BBC (34, or 17.62%), and RTV by 

Euronews (29, or 29.59%). Igihe.com cited the most sources—57 main sources, five second 

sources, and one third source. RTV cited 25 main sources, 13 second sources, and one third 

source, and Imvaho Nshya cited 23 main sources, five second sources, and one third source. 

Some of the international news stories in these three outlets did not cite sources—26 

stories (13.47%) on igihe.com, 25 stories (24.51%) in Imvaho Nshya, and 11 stories (11.12%) on 

RTV. Most of the Imvaho Nshya stories without cited sources were one-paragraph breaking news 

briefs posted on the top half of almost all the international story pages.  

The international sources used by igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya do not reflect those used 

by RTV. (See Table 9.) During the two-month study period the correlation between the sources 

used by Imvaho Nshya and RTV were not statistically significant. However, there was a weak 

correlation between the second month sources used by igihe.com and the first month sources 

used by RTV (.229, p <.05) and between the second month sources used by igihe.com and the 

second month sources used by RTV (.240, p <.05). Despite the differences in sourcing the 

stories, each outlet maintained almost the same sources during the study period. The correlation 

between the sources used in the first and second months for Imvaho Nshya was .915, p <.001, for 

RTV .912, p < .001, and for igihe.com .902, p < .001.  

Igihe.com published more stories than Imvaho Nshya, but Imvaho Nshya ran many more 

stories that were longer than 500 words. Of the 102 stories in Imvaho Nshya, 27 (26.47%) had 

less than 251 words, 26 (25.49%) had between 250 and 500 words, and 49 (48.01%) had more 

than 500 words. Of the 193 stories on igihe.com, 84 (43.52%) had less than 251 words, 104 

(53.89%) had between 250 and 500 words, and only 5 (2.59%) had more than 500 words.  
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The three media outlets covered some stories from the same geographic areas, namely 

France, Gambia, Nigeria, South Africa, and the United States. (See Table 10.) In some cases, 

both newspapers featured articles about a specific country, such as Burundi and the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, but RTV did not broadcast any stories about either nation. For that 

reason, most of the Pearson correlation coefficients comparing the relationship among the 

geographic areas covered in the stories by RTV, igihe.com, and Imvaho Nshya were not 

statistically significant. (See Table 11.)  

Discussion 

Dependence of Rwanda Television on foreign news outlets  

Many scholars (e.g. Carvajal, 2007; Machill, 1998; Miladi, 2006; Polonska-Kimungi & 

Kimungi, 2012) have expressed concern about media imperialism around the world. Growing 

inequalities in information access, control, and dissemination are evident at Rwanda Television, 

a fledgling news outlet in a peripheral country (Masmoudi, 1979; Rutkowski, 1981; Theberge, 

1981). The current study indicates that RTV’s nightly foreign newscasts mostly depend on 

programming from international media outlets in core countries, mainly France, England, and the 

United States. This dependence cannot end soon because RTV does not have the staff or 

resources to report, shoot, and produce its own programs abroad. As scholars (e.g., McCombs, 

2005) have found, big media power and control are inevitable with regard to intermedia agenda-

setting. RTV’s international news edition might have indirectly become a tool for expanding the 

viewership of the foreign media outlets whose stories they broadcast. Television sources 

accounted for two-thirds of the stories that RTV aired during the two-month study period. 

Newspaper sources comprised the remaining third.  
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RTV depends on foreign outlets that produce original stories in English and French, 

mainly Agence France-Presse (AFP), Al Jazeera (both TV and web stories), the Associated 

Press, CNN, Euronews, France 24, and Reuters. During the study period, Euronews and Al 

Jazeera were the most important sources, as most of their stories appeared first or the second in 

the RTV lineup. This finding supports Vliegenthart and Walgrave’s (2008) observation that 

language is an important factor in determining the level of intermedia agenda-setting among 

media outlets. “We usually use stories in English and French because our reporters feel more 

comfortable in those two languages,” said the editor of RTV’s foreign news reports. Both 

English and French are the second languages spoken in Rwanda. The editor said the reporter-

producers cannot translate stories from other languages, such as Kiswahili, that they have not 

mastered. Both reporter-producers hold a bachelors’ degree in journalism, but they have not been 

trained as translators. In addition, international stories in Kiswahili might not be reliable because 

they generally have already been translated from other languages.  

The study findings indicate that future TV programing and digital penetration in Rwanda 

will continue to depend on foreign outlets. Given the lack of resources, funding, and trained 

journalists, it is almost impossible for RTV and other local stations to produce their own 

international stories. They cannot compete with foreign television channels. The same foreign 

programs shown on RTV are also included in digital subscription packages offered by pay-TV 

companies in Rwanda, such as Tele10, Star Africa Media, and Azam Ltd. These outlets dominate 

the national market because of their advanced technology and international coverage. These 

imported programs may also have been used in other RTV programs and by other local channels 

in order to have enough content for 24-hour programming. Therefore, the shortage of good local 

programming might be one of the main causes of the poor penetration of digital television 



Influence of Foreign News Programs on Rwandan Media   
 

41 

nationwide and a decrease in pay-TV subscribers, as only a quarter of subscribers nationwide 

remain active (Rwanda Utilities Regulatory Authority, 2015).  

Global reach of foreign news on Rwanda Television 

The content of foreign news reports on RTV reflects the reach of global news. The editor 

and reporter-producers found most of their international content by checking the top stories of 

Agence France-Presse (AFP), the Associated Press, and Euronews. Team members looked at the 

current issues covered by these outlets, as well as stories posted on social media and the 

commentary on news websites. The top stories were likely to focus on elite countries, thus 

further marginalizing developing nations and contributing to a public that is not well informed 

about its homeland (Garcia-Blanco & Cushion, 2010).  

Politics and government accounted for a third of the RTV stories broadcast during the 

study period. Elections in the West attracted the attention of the RTV newsroom more than 

elections in Africa did. The 2016 presidential elections in the United States and France, for 

example, were covered extensively on RTV compared with elections happening at the same time 

in Gambia and Ghana. (See Figures 4 and 5.) Both the United States and France have strong 

economies, indicating that their prominence and impact on the international community or their 

position in the hierarchy of nations helps drive international coverage (Chang, 1998).  

Stories on war and defense comprised the next largest category of RTV stories—25 

percent. Of those, Syria was featured the most often. The war in Syria and terrorist attacks 

elsewhere are a global concern. Human suffering captured the attention of the RTV newsroom 

even though the stories did not meet the proximity criterion. Another reason for broadcasting 

stories about Syria could have been prompted by the fact that Russia was the country mentioned 

the second most often in all stories about Syria. RTV might be attracted to stories with a 
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powerful country as a stakeholder. As one of the world’s most powerful nations, Russia 

dominates the headlines and helps shape the world economy (U.S. News & World Report, 2017). 

In fact, of the stories about politics and government, the countries that appeared most often in 

RTV’s international news lineup were among the world’s top 50 industrialized countries—the 

United States, France, and South Africa (Central Intelligence Agency, 2016).  

Negative tone of foreign news reports on Rwanda Television 

Slightly more than half the international stories shown on RTV during the study period 

had a negative tone. Most of them appeared first or second in the lineup. Prioritizing stories with 

a negative tone may be part of the RTV newsroom’s routine. Broadcasting so many negative 

stories on RTV might help explain why some scholars (e.g., Golan, 2008; Masmoudi, 1979; 

Musinguzi, 2013; Varis, 1984; Wilke, Heimprecht, & Cohen, 2012) have observed that coverage 

of Africa focuses on negative news, such as armed groups, terrorism, and plane crashes. In 

general, Africa receives limited coverage by the media, which tend to pay attention to powerful 

nations (Golan, 2008; U.S. News & World Report, 2017). Although the RTV editorial team 

mentioned proximity as a news value when selecting stories, only slightly more than a third of 

the 98 stories featured African countries. Apparently, the RTV international news team is 

prioritizing the news that elite nations cover over their own journalistic values.  

The fact that the RTV news team selected stories with a negative tone is not limited to 

Africa. The media generally focus on negative rather than positive events because people pay 

more attention to negative news (Niven, 2001; Siegrist & Cvetkovich, 2001). This tendency 

extends to other fields, such as public health, where people trusted studies showing health risks 

more than those showing little or no health risks (Siegrist & Cvetkovich, 2001)  
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Another factor might be the translation process. Translating stories from French or 

English into Kinyarwanda could change the original tone. The RTV editor and reporter-

producers said each translator uses his own strategy. One might translate the foreign news word 

for word, while another could summarize the gist of the story. By including more than one 

source in a story, reporters-producers could frame a story so it appealed to the local audience. In 

addition, the intended message in the original report could change because there is no 

equivalence of words in one language when translated into another language. The parts of 

speech—nouns, adverbs, verbs, articles, quantifiers, interjections—are semantically different.  

Complex process of selecting foreign news reports for Rwanda Television 

This content analysis of the international news reports on RTV corroborated what the 

editor and two reporter-producers said about the complex process of selecting, translating, and 

producing news stories. The reporter-producers select foreign stories that originally appeared in 

English or French and then translate them into Kinyarwanda. The editor oversees their choices, 

sometimes helps them with the selection, and decides on the order of the stories in the lineup. 

The main factors influencing the selection of international news stories are proximity, 

prominence, impact, cultural values, relevance, the language used in the original story, and the 

country’s power in the international community. During the study period, RTV’s international 

news focused on the U.S., one of the world’s most powerful countries (Central Intelligence 

Agency, 2016). Although the editorial team prefers stories from neighboring countries or the 

region, footage often is not available. For example, RTV did not air many stories about the 

political crisis in the Democratic Republic of the Congo over the length of the president’s term.  

The challenges faced by RTV indicate that access to information depends on wealth 

(Varis, 1984). The editor said RTV wants to cover stories from neighboring countries but cannot 
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afford to do so. The reporter-producers sometimes turn to online news websites, such as 

theeastafrican.co.ke and Africanews.com, as sources of news. The reporter-producers still need 

video in order to produce broadcast stories, so they frequently mix in video from other sources. 

Thus, the worries of some media outlets, especially cable TV about ceding control of 

their platforms to peripheral countries (Boyd, 1988), could be valid in terms of intermedia 

agenda-setting (Arsène, 2016; Boyd, 1988; Denham, 2014; Werbach, 2002). The content of 

some television outlets might be used without permission. Although journalists should always 

cite their sources, even if the content is available free of charge, the study findings showed that 

more than 10 percent of RTV stories did not mention a source. This lack of citations reinforces 

the concern by both media users and practitioners about the “theft” of media content in the 

digital era, especially when original news content can be partly or completely changed. The 

problem of television channels in developing countries stealing content was also observed when 

satellite TV started in the 1970s (Boyd, 1988). In addition, the mistranslation of stories could 

make the original news organization look bad.  

Influence of Rwanda Television’s international news on Rwandan newspapers  

The study findings indicated a strong relationship between the international news content 

of RTV and the two local newspapers. However, the relationship between the sources used by 

both RTV and newspapers was not statistically significant. RTV mostly relied on foreign 

television sources, while the newspapers turned to other newspapers as their main sources. 

Rwanda Television is the medium of choice for Rwanda’s elite, including journalists 

(Cruikshank, 2013). Local print reporters might have been influenced by the international edition 

of Rwanda Television when selecting the foreign news to cover in their newspapers, as shown by 

the very strong relationship between the topics covered on RTV and in the two newspapers. 
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Another reason for the similar topics might be the globalization of news (Guo et al., 2015). The 

topics covered by the news outlets operating abroad also became those covered by Rwanda 

media outlets dependent on foreign sources. Neither RTV nor the Rwandan newspapers have the 

resources or the staffing to produce their own international news content, so trending news 

stories might have independently attracted the producers of foreign news on both platforms.  

The current study suggests that other broadcast media are more influential than 

newspapers in selecting and producing stories. This finding is contrary to what scholars have 

noted in other countries, where newspapers are more influential than broadcast (e.g., Boczkowski 

& Santos, 2007; Golan, 2006; Hester, 1973). RTV can draw on newspapers for content, but it 

must also have images to illustrate its broadcast pieces. One reporter-producer expressed concern 

about not covering the most important regional stories because videos were not available.  

Limitations and Future Studies 

This study has several limitations. First, it would have been enhanced by a participant 

observation at the RTV, igihe.com, and Imvaho Nshya newsrooms to see how the gatekeepers 

choose international news stories. Second, the researcher did not have access to the original 

stories translated into Kinyarwanda in order to ascertain what, if anything, the gatekeepers added 

or deleted or how they might have changed the tone. Third, some scholars advocate a de-

Westernized research approach, which attempts to avoid methods and theories mainly used in the 

West (Waisbord & Mellado, 2014). The researcher, who is a Western-trained scholar from 

Rwanda and thus steeped in both academic traditions, determined that intermedia agenda-setting 

best served this study of how foreign news outlets influenced Rwandan media. Finally, the 

researcher did not sample stories broadcast on radio, which is the most popular medium in 

Rwanda, 
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Radio would be a fascinating future study, not only because of its popularity but also 

because it is not limited by the need for video. Scholars could broaden the scope of this study to 

encompass the entire programming of RTV and other Rwandan broadcast outlets or even the 

international news flow in East Africa or Africa’s Great Lakes region. Another fruitful area of 

study would be ways to improve the shortage of good local programming in Rwanda.  

Conclusion 

As in other parts of Sub-Saharan Africa, the effects of intermedia agenda-setting in 

Rwanda are mixed. The current study supports scholars (Vliegenthart & Walgrave, 2008) who 

observed that institutional barriers and language affect intermedia agenda-setting. A lack of 

resources and trained journalists led RTV and two Rwandan newspapers to rely on foreign news 

content. There is also a high probability of influence when media outlets publish or broadcast in 

the same language.  

This study also supports the globalization of news as a defining factor in intermedia 

agenda-setting (Guo et al., 2015; Vliegenthart & Walgrave, 2008). All three news outlets cited 

different foreign news sources, yet they shared a similar agenda by running most of their stories 

on the same topics (politics and government, war and defense, and crime) and the fewest stories 

on the same topics (religion, education and classic arts, and transportation and travel). The study 

findings also indicate the dominance of core countries in the global news flow (Masmoudi, 1979; 

Rutkowski, 1981; Theberge, 1981). More than 90 percent of the news sources cited on RTV, for 

example, came from media outlets in core countries.  

In addition, the current study did not find that diverse cultural and political settings 

prevented intermedia agenda-setting (Guo et al., 2015). Despite the lack of social and political 

affinity between Rwanda and United States, RTV and igihe.com produced more stories about the 
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United States than any other country. This prevalence could be attributed to the prominence and 

impact of the United States on the international community, which helps drive global coverage 

(Chang, 1998). Moreover, the main sources of news content (e.g., Agence France-Presse, Al 

Jazeera English, the Associated Press, CNN, Euronews, France 24, and Reuters) for RTV and the 

two newspapers operate out of countries that differ from Rwanda in terms of culture and politics.  

The study findings support Sikanku’s (2011) observation in Ghana that neither media 

type nor ownership was the defining factor for intermedia agenda-setting. Among the Rwandan 

media outlets, the selection of news sources did not depend on whether the platform was print, 

online, or broadcast or whether the ownership was government, semi-government, or private. 

Nor did state-owned media set the agenda for privately owned outlets (Cruikshank, 2016). In the 

current study, foreign media set the international news agenda for all three Rwandan outlets. 

The current study does not support the findings of scholars (e.g., Denham, 2014; Golan, 

2006) who concluded that television news follows the lead of elite newspapers. In Rwanda, 

foreign television outlets were more influential than newspapers in the selection and production 

of the international nightly news on RTV, thus reflecting the effects of news globalization. 

Imvaho Nshya and igihe.com relied on other newspapers for their content. Furthermore, the 

current findings refute other studies (Wallerstein, 1974; Jan, 2009) that claim the lack of modern 

technology makes peripheral nations dependent on core countries. Although Rwanda Television 

uses a modern digital system, it still relies on elite foreign outlets for international news. 

The relationships observed among RTV, igihe.com, and Imvaho Nshya indicate that their 

international news coverage is driven by big media in core countries, mainly England, France, 

and the United States. Big media will continue to dominate the international news flow because 

they can afford to provide global coverage. This intermedia agenda-setting will reinforce 
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homogenization of the news in terms of sources, topics, visuals, and, most important, issues 

(Boczkowski & de Santos, 2007). If big media ignore some events because of lack of interest, 

awareness, or accessibility, the rest of the world will not know what is happening in those areas.  

Several strategies could help break big media domination and news homogenization in 

Rwanda. First, Rwandan Television and newspapers could partner with media in other African 

countries to produce professional, in-depth stories for each other. Radio Izuba, for example, has 

successfully established partnerships in Burundi and Tanzania. Second, both national and 

international organizations can continue to invest in the professional development of Rwandan 

journalists. The Rwanda Media High Council (2013), for example, trains journalists and 

conducts research about media trends. International organizations, such as the U.S. State 

Department, the United Nations Development Program, and the Center for Peace, Democracy 

and Development, promote media development around the world. In Rwanda, capacity-building 

initiatives could strengthen the existing privately owned television channels. They do not have 

the funds to hire national correspondents, so they currently operate in the capital city of Kigali. 

Only RTV has national correspondents, who usually also work for the state-owned community 

radio stations.  

Since 2015, Rwanda has made great progress in promoting digital television nationwide. 

However, greater direct access to foreign channels through TV decoders means that fledgling TV 

outlets will have to compete with the big media they now depend on for programming. These 

international media outlets could take over the local market. Thus, television would continue to 

be a news information source for the country’s elite, as they understand the languages (English 

and French) of the international news broadcast by foreign channels (Cruikshank, 2013). 

Furthermore, as Rwanda’s private television outlets face financial challenges (Afadhali, 2016; 
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Girinema, 2016; Mwai, 2016), the International Telecommunication Union’s mandatory policy 

of installing a digital system might have benefited the core countries’ media outlets by enabling 

them to expand and dominate the broadcast market worldwide.  

Africa is not a monolithic media landscape, as Sikanku (2011) observed. Instead, each 

country has its own media policies, degree of freedom of speech, and political challenges. In 

Rwanda, the defining factors for intermedia agenda-setting are not media type, ownership, or 

technology but institutional barriers, language, and the globalization of news.  
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Tables 

 

Table 1 

International stories carried by each Rwandan news outlet (N=393) 

News outlet Frequency Percentage 

Rwanda Television   98   24.94% 

igihe.com 193 49.1% 

Imvaho Nshya* 102   25.95% 

Total  393                  100% 

* The number of international stories published in Imvaho Nshya is lower than usual because the 

newspaper did not publish an international news page between November 12 and 19, 2016.  
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Table 2 

Main source of RTV’s international news reports (N=98) 

Main source Frequency Percentages 

Africanews.com 2 2.04% 

Agence France-Presse  4  4.08% 

Al Jazeera English 13 13.27% 

Associated Press 1 1.02% 

BBC 3  3.06% 

CBS News 1 1.02% 

CCTV News (China) 4 5.10% 

Citizen TV (Kenya) 2 2.04% 

CNN 5 5.10% 

The East African  1 1.02% 

Euronews  29 29.59% 

France 3 1 1.02% 

France 24 4 4.08% 

NBC News 1 1.02% 

New York Post  1 1.02% 

The New York Times  1 1.02% 

NTV News (Kearney, Neb.) 1 1.02% 

Reuters 6 6.12% 

Russia TV 1 1.02% 

Rwanda Television 2 2.04% 

SABC News (South Africa) 1 1.02% 

Time  1 1.02% 

TV3 (Ireland) 1 1.02% 

TVC News (Nigeria) 1  1.02% 

No source identified 11 11.22% 

Total  98                100% 
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Table 3 

 Placement and sources of stories in lineup of RTV’s international news reports (N=98) 

Sources       First      Second       Third       Total  

Africanews.com 2 (2.04%)     0      0 2 (2.04%) 

Agence France-Presse 2 (2.04%)  2 (2.04%)      0 4 (4.08%) 

Al Jazeera      5 (5.1%)     7 (7.1%)  1 (1.02%)     13 (13.2%) 

Associated Press 1 (1.02%)     0      0 1 (1.02%) 

BBC 3 (3.06%)     0      0 3 (3.06%) 

CBS News      0     0  1 (1.02%) 1 (1.02%) 

CCTV News (China) 3 (3.06%)  1 (1.02%)      0 4 (4.08%) 

Citizen TV (Kenya) 1 (1.02%)  1 (1.02%)      0 2 (2.04%) 

CNN 3 (3.06%)  2 (2.04%)      0 5 (5.01%) 

The East African  1 (1.02%)     0      0 1 (1.02%) 

Euronews    13 (13.26%)   12 (12.24%)  4 (4.08%)     29 (29.5%) 

France 3      0  1 (1.02%)      0 1 (1.02%) 

France 24 3 (3.06%)  1 (1.02%)      0 4 (4.08%) 

NBC News 1 (1.02%)     0      0 1 (1.02%) 

New York Post       0  1 (1.02%)      0 1 (1.02%) 

The New York Times      0     0  1 (1.02%) 1 (1.02%) 

NTV News (Nebraska) 1 (1.02%)     0      0 1 (1.02%) 

Reuters  3 (3.06%)  3 (3.06%)      0       6 (6.1%) 

Russia Today 1 (1.02%)     0      0 1 (1.02%) 

Rwanda Television 1 (1.02%)  1 (1.02%)      0 2 (2.04%) 

SABC News (So. Af.)      0     0  1 (1.02%) 1 (1.02%) 

Time      0  1 (1.02%)      0 1 (1.02%) 

TV3 (Ireland) 1 (1.02%)     0      0 1 (1.02%) 

TVC News (Nigeria) 1 (1.02%)     0      0 1 (1.02%) 

No source identified      7 (7.1%)  4 (4.08%)      0 11 (11.22%) 

Total     53 (54.08%) 37 (37.7%) 8 (8.1%)     98 (100%) 

 

  



Influence of Foreign News Programs on Rwandan Media   
 

53 

Table 4 

Main topics and geographic areas covered in RTV’s international news reports (N=98) 

Politics and government (32 stories) Man-made accidents/disasters (8 stories) 

United States 14 (14.2%) Cameroon  2 (2.04%) 

South Africa             5 (5.1%) China 1 (1.02%) 

France  2 (2.04%) Colombia  1 (1.02%) 

Ghana  2 (2.04%) Haiti  1 (1.02%) 

Algeria  1 (1.02%) Italy  1 (1.02%) 

Cuba  1 (1.02%) Japan  1 (1.02%) 

Ethiopia  1 (1.02%) Malaysia 1 (1.02%) 

Europe  1 (1.02%) Crime (7 stories) 

Gambia  1 (1.02%) Egypt  2 (2.04%) 

Philippines   1 (1.02%) South Korea 2 (2.04%) 

Russia  1 (1.02%) Gambia 1 (1.02%) 

South Sudan  1 (1.02%) Netherlands 1 (1.02%) 

Turkey  1 (1.02%) United States 1 (1.02%) 

War and defense (25 stories) Immigration (5 stories) 

Syria 8 (8.16%) Europe 1 (1.02%) 

South Sudan 4 (4.08%) France 1 (1.02%) 

Central African Rep. 3 (3.06%) Kenya  1 (1.02%) 

Iraq 3 (3.06%) South Sudan 1 (1.02%) 

Europe 1 (1.02%) Spain 1 (1.02%) 

Japan 1 (1.02%) Diplomacy and foreign relations (3 stories) 

Nigeria  1 (1.02%) Kenya  2 (2.04%) 

Somalia 1 (1.02%) United States 1 (1.02%) 

Turkey  1 (1.02%) Public health and welfare (2 stories) 

Uganda  1 (1.02%) Ghana 1 (1.02%) 

Yemen 1 (1.02%) Liberia 1 (1.02%) 

Terrorism (13 stories) Economic activity (1 story) 

Afghanistan 3 (3.06%) West Africa 1 (1.02%) 

Iraq 3 (3.06%) Religion (1 story) 

Somalia  2 (2.04%) Colombia 1 (1.02%) 

Nigeria 2 (2.04%) Science and invention (1 story) 

Kenya 1 (1.02%) Botswana 1 (1.02%) 

Libya 1 (1.02%)   

United States 1 (1.02%)   

Total                                                                                                                     98 (100%) 
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Table 5 

Tone of topics in RTV’s international news reports (N=98) 

Topics Negative    Neutral    Positive        Total 

Politics and government 15 (15.3%) 10 (10.2%) 7 (7.14%) 32 (32.6%) 

War and defense 16 (16.3%)   0 9 (9.18%) 25 (25.5%) 

Terrorism 6 (6.1%)   2 (2.04%) 5 (5.1%) 13 (13.2%) 

Crime 5 (5.1%)   2 (2.04%) 0 7 (7.1%) 

Man-made accidents/disasters 6 (6.1%)   0 2 (2.04%)   8 (8.16%) 

Immigration   4 (4.08%)   1 (1.02%) 0 5 (5.1%) 

Diplomacy/foreign relations   1 (1.02%)   1 (1.02%) 1 (1.02%)   3 (3.06%) 

Public health and welfare   2 (2.04%)   0 0   2 (2.02%) 

Economic activity    0   0 1 (1.02%)   1 (1.02%) 

Religion    0   0 1 (1.02%)   1 (1.02%) 

Science and invention    0   0 1 (1.02%)   1 (1.02%) 

Total  55 (56.1%) 16 (16.3%)   27 (27.6%) 98 (100%) 
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Table 6 

 Pearson correlation comparing topics covered by Imvaho Nshya, igihe.com, and RTV  

 Time1_imv** Time2_imv Time1_ig*** Time2_ig Time1_RTV 

Time2_imv .850*     

Time1_ig .961* .812*    

Time2_ig .980* .866* .967*   

Time1_RTV .815* .783* .887* .783*  

Time2_RTV .915* .678* .915* .815* .964* 

* Statistically significant (p≤0.05)  

** imv: Imvaho Nshya 

*** ig: igihe.com 
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Topics  RTV igihe.com Imvaho Nshya  

Time1** 

n=60 

Time2** 

n=38 

Time1 

n=117 

Time2 

n=76 

Time1 

n=68 

Time2 

n=34 

Crime  5 10.53    9.4   14.47   11.76  17.64 

Diplomacy/foreign relations       1.66   5.26 4.27   3.94  8.82  2.94 

Economic activities  0   2.63 3.42   3.94  2.94  2.94 

Education and classic arts  0      0 1.71     0     0    0 

Immigration      6.66   2.63 0.85   1.32  4.41  2.94 

Man-made accidents       8.33   7.89 5.13   3.94  4.41  2.94 

Politics and government    33.33 31.58  40.17   50.0   50.0  35.29 

Popular amusement  0      0 3.42   1.32  1.47  11.76 

Public health and welfare      1.66   2.63 3.42   2.63     0  8.82 

Religion      1.66      0 1.71   1.32     0    0 

Science and invention      1.66      0 4.27   5.26     0    0 

Terrorism      15 10.53 4.27   1.32  2.94 11.76 

War and defense     25 26.32  17.95 10.53 11.76  2.94 

Transportation and travel       0      0    0     0   1.47    0 

Total     99.96  100.0  99.99   99.99   99.98  99.97 

* The figures in the table are percentages.  

** Time1 refers to the first month, Time2 to the second month. 

  

Table 7 

 Main topics covered by RTV, igihe.com, and Imvaho Nshya (N=393)* 
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Table 8 (Continued on next page) 

Comparison of sources used by Imvaho Nshya, igighe.com, and RTV (N=393)* 

 

News sources 

Imvaho Nshya igihe.com RTV 

Time1 

n=68 

Time2 

n=34 

Time1 

n=117 

Time2 

n=76 

Time1 

n=60 

Time2 

n=38 

7sur7 (website, Belgium) 0 0  0 1.31 0 0 

7News TV (Denver, Colorado) 0 0    0.85   0 0 0 

91Mobiles (website, India) 0 0  0 1.31 0 0 

ABC News 0 0 1.71 1.31 0 0 

Africanews.com 0 0 0.85    0 1.67 2.63 

Agence France-Presse 4.41 0 4.27 2.63 6.67 0 

Al Jazeera 2.94 0 0.85 1.31    10.0 18.42 

Associated Press 0 0 0.85    0 1.67 0 

BBC 2.94      2.94 17.95 17.1 1.67 5.26 

BBC Gahuza (Africa) 1.47 0 0    0 0 0 

BFM TV (France) 0 0 0.85    0 0 0 

Bongo5.com (Tanzania) 0      2.94 0    0 0 0 

Business Daily (Tanzania) 0 0 0.85    0 0 0 

CBS News 0 0 0.85 1.31 1.67 0 

CCN 0 0 0 1.31 0 0 

CCTV News (China) 0 0 0    0 1.67 7.89 

Chimp Reports (website, Uganda) 0 0 2.56 1.31 0 0 

Citizen TV (Kenya) 0 0 0     0 3.33 0 

CNN 0 0 6.84 7.89 6.67 2.63 

Daily Mail (United Kingdom) 0 0 1.71 2.63 0 0 

Daily Monitor (Uganda) 0 0 0.85 2.63 0 0 

Daily Nation (Kenya) 1.47 0 0 2.63 0 0 

Daily News (New York) 0 0 1.71 1.31 0 0 

Deutsche Welle (TV, Germany) 0 0 0 1.31 0 0 

The East African 0 0 1.71 2.63 0 2.63 

EqualRating.com 0 0 0.85   0 0 0 

Euronews 0 0 0   0 26.66 34.21 

Forum Brésil (report, Brazil) 1.47 0 0   0 0 0 

Fox News 0      2.94 0   0 0 0 

France2 0 0 0 1.31 0 0 

France3 0 0 0   0 1.67 0 

France 24 0      2.94 1.71   0 5 2.63 

G1 (newspaper, Brazil 0 0 0.85   0 0 0 

Goal.com (sports website) 0 0 0.85   0 0 0 

The Guardian 0 0 0 2.63 0 0 

Huffingtonpost.com 0 0 0.85 1.31 0 0 

Human Rights Watch 0 0 0.85     0 0 0 

The Independent 0 0 0 1.31 0 0 

Iwacu (newspaper, Burundi) 2.94      8.82 0     0 0 0 

Jeune Afrique (newspaper, Africa) 13.24      8.82 4.27     0 0 0 

Kremlin TV 0 0 0.85     0 0 0 

La Prospérité (newspaper 0    2.94 0     0 0 0 

* The figures are in percentages.  
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Table 8 (Continued from previous page) 

Comparison of sources used by Imvaho Nshya, igighe.com, and RTV (N=393)* 

News Sources 

Imvaho Nshya igihe.com RTV 

Time1 Time2 Time1 Time2 Time1 Time2 

 n=68 n=34 n=117 n=76 n=60 n=38 

lanouvellerepublique.fr 0 0 0.85 0 0 0 

Le Figaro 0 0 0     1.31 0 0 

Le Monde 0 0 0.85     1.31 0 0 

Le Phare (newspaper, DRC) 0 2.94 0 0 0 0 

Le Potentiel (newspaper, DRC)     1.47 0 0 0 0 0 

Malawi government report     1.47 0 0 0 0 0 

mediacongo.com (DRC)     1.47 0 0 0 0 0 

NBC News 0 0 0.85 0      1.67 0 

New Times 0 0 0.85 0 0 0 

The New Vision (Uganda) 0 0 0.85 0 0 0 

New York Post 0 0 0 0      1.66 0 

The New York Times 0 0 0.85 0    1.6 0 

National Security Agency 0 0 0.85 0 0 0 

NTV News (Kearney, Neb.) 0 0 0 0 0 2.63 

Post and Courier (Charleston) 0 0 0      1.31 0 0 

CEPADHO (press release) 0 0 0.85      1.31 0 0 

CENCO (press release) 0 0 0.85 0 0 0 

The Observer (U.K.) 0 0 0.85 0 0 0 

Radio France Internationale    32.35 41.18 7.69      7.89 0 0 

Radio Okapi (DRC) 0 0 5.13      1.31 0 0 

Radio Vatican 0 0 0      1.31 0 0 

Reuters      1.47 0 3.42      5.26 6.67 5.26 

Russia Today (TV network) 0 0 0 0 1.67 0 

RTNC TV (Congo) 0 0 0      1.31 0 0 

Rwanda Television  0 0 0 0 3.33 0 

SABC News (South Africa) 0 0 0 0 1.67 0 

South African (gov. report)      1.47 0 0 0 0 0 

study.com 0 0 0.85 0 0 0 

Time 0 0 0 0 0 2.63 

TMZ.com 0 2.94 0 0 0 0 

TVC News (Nigeria) 0 0 0 0 1.66 0 

TV3 (Ireland) 0 0 0 0 1.66 0 

Uganda government report  0 2.94 0 0 0 0 

UN report 0 0 0.85 0 0 0 

UN website      1.47 0 0.85 0 0 0 

Voice of America 0 0 0.85      3.95 0 0 

The Washington Post 0 0 0.85 0 0 0 

Wikileaks 0 0 0      1.31 0 0 

Xinhua (China) 0 0 0.85 0 0 0 

Znak (newspaper, Russia) 0 0 0.85 0 0 0 

No source    27.94 17.65 11.97    15.8    10.0 13.16 

Total    99.99 99.99   99.0     99.87    99.94 99.98 

* The figures are in percentages.  

  



Influence of Foreign News Programs on Rwandan Media   
 

59 

 

Table 9 

 Pearson correlation comparing sources used by Imvaho Nshya, igihe.com, and RTV 

 Time1_imv** Time2_imv Time1_ig*** Time2_ig Time1_RTV 

Time2_imv .915*(p=.00)     

Time1_ig .569*(p=.00) .458*(p=.00)    

Time2_ig .574*(p=.00) .450*(p=.00) .902*(p=.00)   

Time1_RTV .166 (p=.13) .052 (p=0.64) .199 (p=.07) .229*(p=.03)  

Time2_RTV .176 (p=.11) .069 (p=.53) .196 (p=.07) .240*(p=.02) .912*(.00) 

* Statistically significant (p≤0.05)  

** imv: Imvaho Nshya 

*** ig: igihe.com  
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Table 10 (continued on next page) 

Comparison of geographic areas covered in igihe.com, Imvaho Nshya, and RTV (N=393)* 

Areas Igihe.com Imvaho Nshya RTV 

Time 1 Time2 Time1 Time2 Time1 Time2 

Afghanistan 0  0  0 0   0 7.89 

Africa 1.71  0 5.88 0   0    0 

Algeria 0  0   0 0 1.66    0 

Angola 0  0 1.47 0   0    0 

Australia 0.85  0    0 0   0    0 

Belgium 0       1.31    0 0   0    0 

Botswana 0  0   0 0 1.66    0 

Brazil 0.85  0 1.47 0    0    0 

Burkina Faso 0  0 2.94 0    0    0 

Burundi 5.98      6.58 2.94 8.82    0    0 

Cameroon 0  0 1.47 2.94 1.66 2.63 

Central African Republic 2.56  0 7.35 0    5     0 

China 1.71 1.31    0 0   0 2.63 

Colombia 0.85   0    0 0 1.66 2.63 

Congo, Dem. Rep. of the  17.23 10.52 8.32 20.59   0    0 

Côte d'Ivoire 0   0 8.82 2.94   0    0 

Cuba 0 3.95   0 0   0 2.63 

East African Comm. 0.85 2.63   0 0   0     0 

Egypt 0.85 1.31   0 0 1.66 2.63 

England 2.56 1.31 1.47 0   0     0 

Eritrea 0    0 1.47 0   0     0 

Ethiopia 2.56 1.31 1.47 0 1.66     0 

Europe 0       0  1.47 0    5    0 

France 5.13 7.89 2.94 8.82 3.33 2.63 

Gabon 0 1.31   0 0     0     0 

Gambia 1.71 5.26 2.94 5.88 1.66 2.63 

Germany 0    0    0 2.94    0     0 

Ghana 0 2.63    0 0 1.66 5.26 

Guinea 0.85   0    0 0   0     0 

Haiti 0.85   0 1.47 0 1.66    0 

India 2.56 1.31 1.47 0    0    0 

Indonesia 0.85    0    0 0    0    0 

Iraq 0    0 2.94 0      10    0 

Israel 0    0 1.47 0    0    0 

Italy 1.71    0 1.47 0 1.66    0 

Japan 0    0    0 2.94 1.66 2.63 

Kenya 3.42 3.95 4.41 0 3.33 5.26 

Liberia 0   0    0 0 1.66 2.63 

Malawi 0    0 1.47 0    0      0 

* The figures are in percentages.  
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Table 10 (continued from previous page) 

Comparison of geographic areas covered in igihe.com, Imvaho Nshya, and RTV (N=393)* 

Areas Igihe.com Imvaho Nshya RTV 

Time 1 Time2 Time1 Time2 Time1 Time2 

Malaysia 0  0   0 0 1.66   0 

Morocco 1.71  0   0 0 0   0 

Mozambique 0.85 1.31   0 2.94 0   0 

Netherlands 0 1.31   0 0 1.66    0 

Niger 0.85   0 1.47 0 0    0 

Nigeria 2.56   0 1.47 2.94 3.33 2.63 

Philippines 0.85   0    0 0 1.66    0 

Portugal 0.85   0 2.94 0 0    0 

Russia 1.71 2.63 2.94 0 1.66    0 

Saudi Arabia 0 1.31    0 2.94 0    0 

Somalia 0    0 1.47 0 3.33 2.63 

Sudan 0.85    0    0 0 0     0 

South Africa 2.56    0 5.88 2.94 3.33 7.89 

South Korea 0.85 2.63    0 0 0 5.26 

South Sudan 1.71    0 2.94 2.94 6.66 5.26 

Spain 0    0    0 0 1.66     0 

Sweden 0.85 1.31    0 0 0     0 

Syria 0   0    0 5.88 5 13.16 

Tanzania 1.71 2.63    0 5.88 0     0 

Tunisia 0   0 1.47 0 0     0 

Turkey 0   0    0 0 1.66 2.63 

Uganda 3.42 5.26    0 5.88 0 2.63 

United States 21.37 23.68 10.29 11.76 20 13.16 

Vatican 0.85 2.63  0 0 0 2.63 

Yemen  0 0 0 0 1.66       0 

Zimbabwe  0 2.63 1.47 0 0       0 

Total 99.19 99.79     99.46    99.97    99.86          99.96 

* The figures are in percentages.  
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Table 11  

 
Pearson correlation comparing geographic areas in Imvaho Nshya, igihe.com, and RTV 

 Time1_imv** Time2_imv Time1_ig*** Time2_ig Time1_RTV 

Time2_imv  .512* (p=.00)     

Time1_IG -.040 (p=.73) .051 (p=.66)    

Time2_IG .041 (p=.73) .339*(p=.00)  .688*(p=.00)   

Time1_RTV  .475* (p=.00) .475 (p=.00) -.068 (p=.56) .116 (p=.33)  

Time2_RTV  .207 (p=.07) .308*(p=.00) .070 (p=.055) .052 (p=.66) .586*(p=.00) 

* Statistically significant (p≤0.05) 

** imv: Imvaho Nshya 

*** ig: igihe.com   
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Figures 

 

Figure 1 

Main sources of RTV’s international news reports (N=98) 
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Figure 2 

Main geographic areas covered in RTV’s international news reports (N=98) 
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Figure 3  

International news page of Imvaho Nshya (October 22, 2016) 

 

 

Radio France Internationale was the main source cited in the Imvaho Nshya story about the Al 

Smith charity dinner in New York City. Both Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton attended the 

gathering. Jeune Afrique was the main source cited in the other story about South African 

President Jacob Zuma.  
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Figure 4  

Screen shot of RTV story (November 2, 2016) 

 

 

Euronews was the main source of this RTV piece about Donald Trump’s run for the White 

House.  
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Figure 5  

Screen shot of igihe.com story (November 1, 2016) 

 

 

ABC News was the main source of this igihe.com story about the 2016 U.S. presidential  

election polls.  
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Appendix A: Codebook for International News Coverage on Rwanda Television  

Description 

The goal of this codebook is to collect data for the study titled “The Influence of 

Foreign News Programs on the International News Agenda of Rwandan Television and 

Newspapers.” The researcher wants to answer the following questions:  

▪ RQ1: To what extent did RTV use foreign news reports in its international 

newscast during a two-month period in 2016? 

▪ RQ2: What topics and geographic areas did RTV’s foreign news reports 

cover?  

▪ RQ3: What is the overall tone of RTV’s foreign news reports?  

▪ RQ4: What factors influence the selection of RTV’s foreign news reports?  

▪ RQ5: To what extent did the international news editions of two Rwandan 

newspapers reflect RTV’s foreign news reports?  

 

RQ1. To what extent did RTV use foreign news reports in its international newscast during 

a two-month period in 2016? 

The researcher wants to know the date, length, and source(s) of international news reports on 

RTV. This information will help determine their prominence in RTV’s international newscast.  

 

VAR-01: Date and length of entire RTV newscast in Kinyarwanda 

All content will be coded between October 9, 2016, and December 9, 2016.  

1. Date of RTV newscast: month/day/year (e.g., 01/01/2016)  
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2. Write the length in minutes and seconds 00:00. Do not include the jingle at the beginning of 

the news, the jingle introducing the international news, or the jingle at the end of the news.  

 

VAR-02: Placement of each international story in the RTV lineup 

Note whether the international story appeared first, second, third, fourth, etc. _____________ 

 

VAR-03: Source(s) of news for each RTV international news report 

If more than one source is cited, put the main source in the first column and the second and third 

sources in the second and third columns. 

1. Euronews  

2. Al Jazeera  

3. France 24  

4. BBC  

5. Reuters  

6. Agence France-Presse  

7. Xinhua News Agency  

8. CNN  

9. Associated Press  

10.  Citizen TV (Kenya) 

11.  TV5 

12.  The New York Times  

13. Press release  
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14. Other, such as a TV channel, newspaper, radio, blog, or press release  

If you chose Other, write the name of the source: ________________________ 

15.  None (if source is not cited or found on the logo) 

 

VAR-04: Length of each RTV international news report 

Write the length of each report in minutes/seconds: 00:00 

 

VAR-05: Length of each RTV introduction by news anchor 

The researcher will measure the length of the introduction to the entire international newscast as 

well as the introduction to each individual news report by the news anchor.  

Write the length in minutes/seconds: 00:00 

 

VAR-06: Citation(s) for each RTV international news report 

The researcher wants to know the source of the news report. If the source is not mentioned, look 

for the logo on the screen.  

1. Source cited by anchor or reporter  

2. Logo or name of the news outlet on the screen 

3. No way to know the source  

 

RQ2: What topics and geographic areas did RTV’s foreign news reports cover? 

The researcher wants to know the topic(s) and geographic area (s) of the international news 

reports on RTV. This information will help determine their prominence on RTV’s international 

newscast.  
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VAR-07: Geographic area(s) covered in each RTV international news report  

Write the full name of the country or region. Do not use abbreviations. If the story covers more 

than one geographic area, put the main country or region in the first column and the second 

country or region in the second column.  

List the country(-ies) and/or region(s): ____________________________________ 

 

VAR-08: Topic(s) covered in each RTV international news report 

Be sure to watch the entire story. If a story contains more than one topic, such as disasters and 

terrorism, code the main focus and up to two other topics. Determine the main topic and 

secondary topics by calculating the length of the airtime devoted to each topic.  

1. Politics and government: government legislation and politics at the local, national, or 

international levels, including politicians, political parties, elections, and legislation 

2. War and defense: rebellion, military use of space on either national or international level 

3. Terrorism: attack by radical groups, mass shootings 

4. Immigration: refugees, migrants, immigration, and asylum 

5. Diplomacy and foreign relations: both foreign and domestic, including the United Nations 

6. Economic activity: prices, money, labor, wages, employment, unemployment, natural 

resources, business, trade, exchange, and globalization 

7. Agriculture: farming, farm prices, and economic aspects of agriculture 

8. Transportation and travel: includes economic aspects 

9. Crime: crime stories, including civil court proceedings  

10. Man-made accidents and natural disasters  
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11. Science and invention: does not include defense, public health and welfare, or medicine 

12. Public health and welfare: social and safety measures, welfare of children, marriage and 

marriage relations, and medicine 

13. Education and classic arts: education, classic arts, and philanthropy 

14. Popular amusement: entertainment, amusements, sports, and media 

15. General human interest: weather, obits, children, and juveniles 

16. Religion: prayer, beliefs, pilgrimage, religious leaders, and religious celebrations 

 

RQ3: What is the overall tone of RTV’s foreign news reports? 

The researcher wants to know the tone of international news reports on RTV. This information 

will indicate if the news outlet is triggered by negativity bias when choosing international news 

 

VAR-09: Tone of each RTV international news report 

Choose no more than two of the three tones listed below for each story. If there is more than one 

tone, determine the main tone by calculating the amount of airtime.  

1. Neutral: no exaggerated presentation of news or events, no emotions, no emotional 

expressions 

2. Positive: hopeful, confident, optimistic, positive emotions, heartfelt and powerful 

intensity, strong emotional expressions, call to action 

3. Negative: no possible solutions, negative emotions, negative events are inevitable, worst 

aspects of events, distrust 

These definitions were adapted from Wessler, Lück, and Wozniak (2015).  
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Appendix B: Codebook for International News Coverage in Rwandan Newspapers  

 

RQ5: To what extent did the international news editions of two Rwandan 

newspapers reflect Rwanda Television’s foreign news reports? 

The researcher wants to know to what extent the source(s), citation(s), geographic area(s), 

topic(s), and tone of international news reports on igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya reflect those on 

Rwanda Television. This information will help determine intermedia agenda-setting.  

 

VAR-10: Date of each international news article on igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya 

All content will be coded between October 9, 2016, and December 9, 2016. Indicate the date this 

way: month/day/year (e.g., 01/01/2016) 

1. Date the story was published in Imvaho Nshya.  

2. Date the story was posted on the home page of igihe.com. Look at the top of the page.  

 

VAR-11: Placement of each international news article on igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya 

For Imvaho Nshya: Note whether the international story appeared in the top half (above the 

fold) or bottom half of the page.  

1. Top half of the page 

2. Bottom half of the page 

For igihe.com: Note the time when each article was posted on the home page. Based on the 

time, arrange the stories in ascending order, with 1 being the first posted that day, 2 the second 

posted, and so forth. 
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VAR-12: Title of each international news article on igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya 

Write the complete title of the article _______________________________________________ 

Write the full name of the country or region. Do not use abbreviations. ____________________ 

 

VAR-13: Length of each international news article on igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya 

Copy and paste the story into a Word document, then calculate the word count.  

1. Short: 0-250 words. 

2. Medium: 251-500 words  

3. Long: 501 words or more 

 

VAR-14: Source(s) of international news in each igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya article 

1. Euronews  

2. Al Jazeera  

3. France 24  

4. BBC  

5. Reuters  

6. Agence France-Presse  

7. Xinhua News Agency  

8. CNN  

9. Associated Press  

10.  Citizen TV (Kenya) 

11.  TV5 

12.  The New York Times  
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13.  Press release 

14.  Other, such as a TV channel, newspaper, radio, or blog  

If you chose Other, write the name of the source: ________________________ 

15.  None (if source is not cited or found on logo) 

 

VAR-15: Citation(s) for international news articles on igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya 

The researcher wants to know whether igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya cite the source(s) of the 

article. If the source is not cited, the researcher will look for the logo on the page.  

1. Source(s) cited by reporter  

2. Logo or name of news outlet appears on the page 

3. No way to know the source  

 

VAR-16: Geographic area(s) covered in each igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya news article 

Write the full name of the country or region. Do not use abbreviations. If the story covers more 

than one geographic area, put the main country or region in the first column and the second 

country or region in the second column. 

Write the name of the country and/or region: _______________________________ 

 

VAR-17: Topic(s) covered in each igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya news article 

Be sure to read the entire story. If a story contains more than one topic, such as disasters and 

terrorism, code the main focus and up to two other topics. Determine the main topic and 

secondary topics by calculating the number of words devoted to each topic.  
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1. Politics and government: government legislation and politics at the local, national, or 

international levels, including politicians, political parties, elections, and legislation 

2. War and defense: rebellion, military use of space on either national or international level 

3. Terrorism: attack by radical groups, mass shootings 

4. Immigration: refugees, migrants, immigration, and asylum 

5. Diplomacy and foreign relations: both foreign and domestic, including the United Nations 

6. Economic activity: prices, money, labor, wages, employment, unemployment, natural 

resources, business, trade, exchange, and globalization 

7. Agriculture: farming, farm prices, and economic aspects of agriculture 

8. Transportation and travel: includes economic aspects 

9. Crime: crime stories, including civil court proceedings  

10. Man-made accidents and natural disasters  

11. Science and invention: does not include defense, public health and welfare, or medicine 

12. Public health and welfare: social and safety measures, welfare of children, marriage and 

marriage relations, and medicine 

13. Education and classic arts: education, classic arts, and philanthropy 

14. Popular amusement: entertainment, amusements, sports, and media 

15. General human interest: weather, obits, children, and juveniles 

16. Religion: prayer, beliefs, pilgrimage, religious leaders, and religious celebrations 

 

VAR-18: Tone of igihe.com and Imvaho Nshya news articles 

Choose no more than two of the three tones listed below for each story. If there is more than one 

tone, determine the main tone by calculating the length of the story.  
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1. Neutral: no exaggerated presentation of news or events, no emotions, no emotional 

expressions 

2. Positive: hopeful, confident, optimistic, positive emotions, heartfelt and powerful 

intensity, strong emotional expressions, call to action 

3. Negative: no possible solutions, negative emotions, negative events are inevitable, worst 

aspects of events, distrust 

Note: These definitions were adapted from Wessler, Lück, and Wozniak (2015).  
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Appendix C: Interview Guide for Rwanda Television 

 

RQ4: What factors influence the selection of RTV’s foreign news reports? 

To address the fourth research question, the researcher will conduct semi-structured 

interviews with a Rwanda Television editor and two reporter-producers. Each interviewee will 

be part of the editorial team in charge of foreign news and have at least one year of experience at 

Rwanda Television. A semi-structured approach allows the interviewer to engage in a simple 

conversation by asking a set of questions. Thanks to the flexibility of this approach, the 

conversation is free to follow its own course (Bryman, 2012). 

The researcher will use Disclosure Form A for participants who do not want their names 

or identifying information used in the study. For those who would like to be identified in the 

study, he will use Disclosure Form B along with a consent form. 

The researcher will record each interview with a digital recorder. The audio will be stored 

on password-protected jump drives. The audio will be destroyed after transcription for subjects 

requesting that their names not be used. 

 

1.  Personal information 

a.  What is your name?  

b. When did you start working at Rwanda Television? (If the interviewee has been at Rwanda 

Television less than one year, I will not continue the interview.) 

c.  What is your position at Rwanda Television?  

d. What are your main responsibilities at Rwanda Television? (I would like to hear if the 

interviewee is involved in the selection and/or production of international news.) 
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e.  Do you participate in the selection and/or production of international news on RTV? (I will 

ask this question in order to verify the interview subject’s duties.)  

f.  If the answer is “yes,” I will ask follow-up questions:  

1) What was the last day you participated in the selection and/or production of 

international news? (If the last time the interviewee participated in selecting and/or 

producing international news was more than one year ago, I will not continue the 

interview.)  

2) What was your contribution to selecting and/or producing international news? 

 

2.  Main questions 

a.  What factors do you consider when selecting the international news items to include in the 

nightly Kinyarwanda newscast?  

1) Do national interests play a role? 

2) Does coverage by other media outlets influence your decision? 

3) Do you care about what’s trending in Rwanda? 

4) Do you care about what’s trending worldwide? 

5) Does social media affect your decisions?  

6) Do comments on the RTV website influence your decisions on international news? 

b.What other media outlets are your sources of international news?  

1) Of those media outlets, which are your top five sources of international news? 

c.  Could you discuss the key factors that led to using those sources for international news?  

1) Could you tell me why those five are your main sources for international news? 
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d. What is the position of the person who chooses the international news items aired on 

RTV?  

1) Does one person or a small group decide?  

2) Is there an editorial meeting that focuses on international news choices?  

e.  How is the international news edition on RTV produced?  

1) How do you decide which news report to air first, second, third, and so forth?  

2) Do you edit (shorten, rearrange the content, repurpose) the individual news reports? 

3) Do you mix sources, such as video from one station with the script from another? 

f.  Who translates the news reports into Kinyarwanda?  

1) Are voiceovers translated word for word, or are they paraphrased? 

2) What are the qualifications of someone who translates the news stories?  

3) Do translators have to pass an English and/or French test?  

4) Are the people who translate trained as journalists? 

g. RTV switched from analog to digital in 2014.  

1) What are the challenges of this new system? 

2) What are the opportunities made possible by this new system? 

h. Does RTV have any plans to report and shoot its own coverage of international news?  

1) If so, when will the reporting and shooting begin? 

i. [Final question] Is there anything else you’d like to add about the selection and production 

of international news on RTV? 
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Appendix D: Consent Form A 

 

Title of Project: The Influence of Foreign News Programs  

on the International News Agenda of Rwandan Television and Newspapers 

 

You are invited to voluntarily participate in a research study about the influence of foreign news programs 

on the international news agenda of Rwandan television and newspapers. The study is designed to better 

understand the influence of international television channels, such as Euronews, Al Jazeera, and France 

24, on the Kinyarwanda international news of Rwanda Television and two local newspapers—igihe.com 

and Imvaho Nshya. Editors and reporter-producers at Rwanda Television are eligible to participate in this 

study. 

 

If you agree to participate, you will be interviewed for about one hour and, with your permission, the 

interview will be recorded. The interview will focus on the factors influencing the choice of international 

news stories broadcast on Rwanda Television. The interview will be conducted via Skype or WhatsApp.  

 

I am happy to answer any questions you may have about the interview. You may stop participating in the 

interview at any time. There are no known risks from your participation, and no direct benefits from your 

participation are expected. 

 

In order to maintain your confidentiality, your name will not be linked to this interview. Your name will 

not be revealed in publications related to this research. An Institutional Review Board responsible for 

human subjects research at the University of Arizona reviewed this research project and found it to be 

acceptable, according to applicable state and federal regulations and university policies designed to 

protect the rights and welfare of participants in research. 

 

You can obtain further information from principal investigator Wellars Bakina, graduate student, 

bawella@email.arizona.edu or academic adviser Carol Schwalbe, associate professor and director of 

graduate studies, cschwalbe@email.arizona.edu  

 

If you have questions concerning your rights as a participant in this study, you may contact the University 

of Arizona Human Subjects Protection Program office by phone at 0-11-520-626-6721 or by email at vpr-

irb@email.arizona.edu  

 

By completing the interview, you are giving permission for the researcher to use your information for 

academic purposes only. 

 

Thank you very much for your time. I appreciate your assistance. 

 

 

Wellars Bakina   

Graduate Student 

School of Journalism  

The University of Arizona  

845 North Park Avenue  

Tucson, AZ 85721-0158 

Phone: 520.309.1371 

Email: bawella@email.arizona.edu   

 

  

mailto:cschwalbe@email.arizona.edu
mailto:vpr-irb@email.arizona.edu
mailto:vpr-irb@email.arizona.edu
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Appendix E: Consent Form B 

 

Title of Project: The Influence of Foreign News Programs  

on the International News Agenda of Rwandan Television and Newspapers 

 

You are invited to voluntarily participate in a research study about the influence of foreign news programs 

on the international news agenda of Rwandan television and newspapers. The study is designed to better 

understand the influence of international television channels, such as Euronews, Al Jazeera, and France 

24, on the Kinyarwanda international news of Rwanda Television and two local newspapers—igihe.com 

and Imvaho Nshya. Editors and reporter-producers at Rwanda Television are eligible to participate in this 

study. 

 

If you agree to participate, you will be interviewed for about one hour and, with your permission, the 

interview will be recorded. The interview will focus on the factors influencing the choice of international 

news stories broadcast on Rwanda Television. The interview will be conducted via Skype or WhatsApp.  

 

I am happy to answer any questions you may have about the interview. You may stop participating in the 

interview at any time. There are no known risks from your participation, and no direct benefits from your 

participation are expected. 

 

In order to maintain your confidentiality, your name will only be linked to this interview if it is your 

preference that it be used in publications that result from this research. If you want your name to be used 

in publications related to this research, please indicate this on the form behind this cover sheet. An 

Institutional Review Board responsible for human subjects research at the University of Arizona reviewed 

this research project and found it to be acceptable, according to applicable state and federal regulations 

and university policies designed to protect the rights and welfare of participants in research. 

 

You can obtain further information from principal investigator Wellars Bakina, graduate student, 

bawella@email.arizona.edu or academic adviser Carol Schwalbe, associate professor and director of 

graduate studies, cschwalbe@email.arizona.edu   

 

If you have questions concerning your rights as a participant in this study, you may contact the University 

of Arizona Human Subjects Protection Program office by phone at 0-11-520-626-6721 or by email at vpr-

irb@email.arizona.edu  

 

By completing the interview, you are giving permission for the researcher to use your information for 

academic purposes only. 

 

Thank you very much for your time. I appreciate your assistance. 

 

 

Wellars Bakina   

Graduate Student 

School of Journalism  

The University of Arizona  

845 North Park Avenue  

Tucson, AZ 85721-0158 

Phone: 520.309.1371 

Email: bawella@email.arizona.edu   

  

mailto:cschwalbe@email.arizona.edu
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Please check the box below and print your name on the line if you want your name used in work that is 

published based on this study. 

 

 I agree to have my name used in work that is published from this research.  

 

Please print your name here: 
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