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Introduction:
Contamination in recycling results in 
recyclable material being sent to the landfill, 
while it also slows down the production of  
recycling facilities. Although the 90% 
recycling participation rate demonstrated by 
the City of  Tucson is one to praise, the high 
20% contamination rate counteracts that 
number. This shows that although people 
seem to be recycling, many do not 
understand what belongs in the recycling bin.

Methods:
Data was collected through a short 
questionnaire to help assess the recycling 
habits of  the students of  the College of  
Architecture, Planning, and Landscape 
Architecture. The questionnaire also included 
a short quiz. The survey also consisted a 
series of  10 yes/no questions testing if  
students know which items do and don’t 
belong in the recycling bin, according to the 
city of  Tucson. A total of  80 students were 
surveyed; 40 Architecture (ARCH) students 
and 40 Sustainable Built Environments 
students (SBE). 

Findings/Conclusion:
While the hypothesis that participants enrolled in the Sustainable Built Environments program have a more environmentally 
conscious mindset regarding recycling proved to be true, the data demonstrates that it is not by a wide margin. This study 
demonstrates that SBE and ARCH student both willingly recycle around the at the same rate. The most glaring difference shows that 
SBE students (33%) are more willing than ARCH students (18%) to hold on to an item until they find a proper disposal bin. SBE
students also scored higher on the test, but by a small margin (+2.7%).

Data Collection: 

Average Score
ARCH: 66.25%

SBE: 69%

Total: 67.63%


