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ABSTRACT 

This thesis explores the aftermath of the assassination of President-elect Alvaro 

Obregon in Mexico City on July 17, 1928. It recounts the details of his funeral 

ceremonies and the execution and funeral of his assassin, Jose de Leon Toral. The 

funerals present an opportunity to see how issues of nationality and gender are negotiated 

in cultural events. Furthermore, the thesis examines correspondence surrounding the 

assassination, including condolences and pardon requests, to demonstrate how men and 

women understood and accepted the concept of the reified Revolution. Finally, it 

discusses the memory of the assassination as expressed in corridos, literature, and 

commemorative events. This thesis demonstrates the effect of the assassination on the 

construction, reception, and memory of the myth of the Mexican Revolution and 

considers how issues of gender relate to the myth. 
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Introduction 

As President-elect General Alvaro Obregon headed to a banquet at the posh La 

Bombilla restaurant in Mexico City on July 17, 1928, he commented to one of his 

companions "Aren't you afraid to go with us? Someone might set off a bomb."1 The 

general had grown accustomed to attempts on his life, so he commented only partly in 

jest. As he sat at the banquet enjoying his meal and a glass of wine, a young caricaturist, 

Jose de Leon Toral, approached and offered to show him one of his drawings. Obregon 

looked up from his plate and the young man fired six shots into him at point-blank range. 

The general fell over in his chair, dead, sixteen days after his re-election. Seven months 

after committing the crime, Toral was sentenced to death and executed by firing squad in 

the courtyard of Federal District Penitentiary. Obregon's assassination set in motion a 

period of chaos for the fledgling revolutionary government in which many political 

leaders became suspects and the schism deepened between the Catholic Church and the 

Mexican government. 

Purpose 

This master's thesis focuses on the funeral ceremonies held for Alvaro Obregon in 

Mexico City and Huatabampo, Sonora in July of 1928 and the funeral of his assassin, 

Jose de Leon Toral in Mexico City in February of 1929. Both men's funerals drew 

thousands of spectators. While the crowd at Obregon's funeral consisted mostly of men, 

1 John W.F. Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico: A Chronicle of the Revolution, 1919-1936 (Austin: University 
ofTexas, 1961) 367. 
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the assassin's funeral was attended mostly by women. The story of Obregon's death is 

well known, but the aftermath including his funeral and his assassin's execution and 

burial has been told in few places. Besides recounting an interesting story, these episodes 

demonstrate how the revolutionary government used cultural events to promote its 

unification project in times of crisis and how citizens, often divided along gender lines, 

interpreted, supported, and contested the government's actions. 

This research shows one of the ways that women and men participated in the 

formation of the national regime following the first decade of the revolution. Obregon's 

death gave men an opportunity to re-pledge their support to the revolution. Women's 

participation at Toral's funeral challenged the revolutionary government's effort to 

construct an official memory. In addition, this study examines how popular memory 

portrayed the two n1en's lives and deaths through an analysis of corridos, biographies, 

and commemorative events. 

Literature Review 

The assassination and subsequent trial have received attention from historians, 

journalists, and even playwrights? Most recount the story of the assassination and focus 

on the political machinations of President Plutarco Elias Calles and other power brokers 

to maintain control of the revolution in a time of chaos. Several major figures published 

memoirs about the events including Madre Conchita, Toral's mother, and Emilio Portes 

2 See, for example: Vicente Lefiero, Eljuicio; eljurado de Leon Toral y Ia madre Conchita (Mexico: J. 
Mortiz, 1972); Eduardo Galeano, Memoria de/fuego, Vol. III, El siglo del viento (Mexico: Siglo 
Veintiuno, 1987), 87. 
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Gil. 3 In 1982, Alfonso Serrano Illescas published an account of the assassination and 

examined its subsequent impact on the future of Mexican politics.4 Historian Agustin 

Sanchez Gonzalez, provided an in-depth look at the events surrounding the assassination, 

and intersperses his narrative with quotes from Toral, Madre Conchita, Calles, and other 

officials. 5 He also incorporates newspaper articles, comic strips, and other documents 

produced after the assassination. Yet Obregon's funeral is mentioned only in passing. 

The trial of Toral and his alleged co-conspirator, Capuchin nun Concepcion 

Acevedo y de la Llata, known as Madre Conchita, has also been a focus for study. The 

trial became a spectacle that captured the rapt attention of the nation. The trial 

proceedings were published in a two-volume work in 1929.6 This work has proved to be 

a rich primary source for scholars. 7 Many early histories and biographies of the 

assassination and trial utilize the proceedings to construct a narrative. 8 Recently, J aymie 

Heilman published an article in Mexican Studies/Estudios Mexicanos that considers the 

gender discourse used by the state and Madre Conchita in detracting attention from the 

Cristero rebellion. 9 This recent scholarship uses the concepts of space, gender, and 

3 Concepcion Acevedo y de 1a Llata, Memorias de Ia Madre Conchita (Mexico: Libra Mex: 1962); Maria 
Toral de De Leon, Memorias de Maria Toral de De Leon, madre de Jose de Leon Toral, Coleccion La 
Verdadera Historia (Mexico: Editorial Tradicion, 1972); Emilio Partes Gil and Antonio Luna Arroyo, 
Autobiografia de Ia Revolucion Mexicana, un tratado de interpretacion historica. Con un ensayo critico 
sobre Ia vida del autor (Mexico: Instituto Mexicano de Cultura, 1964 ). 
4 Alfonso Serrano Illescas, Un Crimen Que Cambio El Destino de Mexico (Mexico: Edamex, 1982). 
5 Agustin Sanchez Gonzalez, El General en Ia Bombilla (Mexico: Editorial Planeta Mexicana, 1993). 
6 El Jurado de Toral y La Madre Conchita. Lo que se dijo y /o que no se dijo en e/ sensacional juicio 
(Mexico: Version taquigr:ifica, 1929). 
7 See for example: Kimberly Suzanne Ward, "Murder and the Catholic Church: The Sensational Trial of 
Jose de Leon Toral" (master's thesis, University of Arizona, 1999). 
8 See for example: Ramon Ruiz Rueda, Jose de Leon Toral (Mexico: Editorial Tradicion, 1975); 
Cuauhtemoc Fernandez, Leon Toral, No Ha Muerto (Mexico: Editorial Mundo Nuevo, 1945); Fernando 
Robles, El Santo que Asesino: vida, crimen y calvaria de Jose de Leon Toral (Buenos Aires: Talleres 
Graficos Juan Perrotti, 1936). 
9 Jaymie Heilman, "The Demon Inside: Madre Conchita, Gender, and the Assassination 



11 

performance to analyze Toral's life, but fails to consider how his death influences and is 

informed by these same concepts. My research begins where most end, with his 

sentencing and execution. 

Other accounts that do not focus specifically on the assassination and trial place 

the events in the larger context of the Mexican Revolution and the Cristero Rebellion. 10 

For example, Robert E. Quirk's study on the Church in the revolution portrays the 

assassination as a blow to the Cristero's negotiating ability, thus prolonging the end of 

the conflict. 11 Certainly, the assassination and political crisis influenced Church and state 

relations and enabled Calles to remain a major political force from behind the scenes for 

the next six years. Yet focusing on the trial and political maneuvers by the Church, 

Calles, Luis Morones, and others neglects the influence of the one-armed general. 

Obregon's funeral merits more investigation because it illustrates that, unlike his body, 

his power did not die at the restaurant in San Angel. Ending Toral's story with his 

execution neglects the protests of over 100,000 citizens to the government's action. 

The study of funerals is a growing field in historical research and has focused on 

state funerals of politicians used to promote order, legitimacy, and ideology. In the study 

of state funerals in France, Avner Ben-Amos and James Lehning demonstrate that, while 

of Obregon," Mexican Studies/Estudios Mexicanos 18 (2002): 23-61. 
10 See, for example: Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 362-403; Eds. Michael C. Meyer and William H. 
Beezley, The Oxford Hist01y of Mexico (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000); Eds. Michael C. Meyer, 
William L. Sherman, and Susan M. Deeds, The Course of Mexican Hist01y (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1999); For accounts of the assassination in connection with the Cristero Rebellion see: David C. 
Bailey, Viva Cristo Rey! The Cristero Rebellion and the Church-State Conflict in Mexico (Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 1974); Jean A. Meyer, La Cristiada, Translation by Aurelio Garzon del Camino, 
(Mexico: Siglo Vientiuno Editores, 1973); Robert E. Quirk, The Mexican Revolution and the Catholic 
Church, 1910-1929 (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1973); Fernando M. Gonzalez, Matar y Morir . 
Por Cristo Rey (Mexico: UNAM, Instituto de Investigaciones Sociales, 2001). 
11 Quirk, The Mexican Revolution and the Catholic Church, 234. 
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the French Third Republic used the funerals of so-called great men to reinforce ideology 

and order, funerals were ceremonies of multiple and contested meanings. 12 United States 

historians have also examined funerals as occasions to promote or contest government 

programs. Sociologist Barry Schwartz uses Emile Durkheim's theory on rituals to show 

how collective mourning for Abraham Lincoln after his assassination transformed him 

from a controversial president into a national hero. 13 In his larger study on the changing 

practices of burial before and after the Civil War, Gary Laderman demonstrates how the 

journey home and subsequent funeral of Lincoln's body served not only to allow citizens 

a chance to bid him farewell, but also to display new technologies of preservation. 14 The 

physical preservation of the body, in this instance, represented the permanence of the 

government. Comparisons between Lincoln's funeral and Obregon's are useful because 

parallels can be drawn between the two episodes: the United States and Mexico were 

both emerging from a period of civil war and both bodies journeyed to their final resting 

places by train. 

For Mexico, Matthew Esposito has illustrated the occurrence of a similar 

phenomenon during the authoritarian regime of Porfirio Diaz: funeral and memorial 

services presented government leaders the opportunity to put an official interpretation on 

historical events and popular memory, but the crowd often created its own response to the 

12 Avner Ben-Amos, "Patriotism and Popular Culture in the State Funerals of the French Third Republic," 
History of European Ideas 16 (1993): 459-465; James R. Lehning, "Gossiping about Gambetta: 
Contested Memories in the Early Third Republic," French Historical Studies 18:1 (1993): 237-254. 
13 Barry Schwartz, "Mourning and the Making of a Sacred Symbol: Durkheim and Lincoln 
Assassination," Social Forces 70 (1991): 343-364. 
14 Gary Laderman, The Sacred Remains: American Attitudes Toward Death, 1799-1883 (New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1996). 
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government's program. 15 Likewise, Anne Rubenstein's research on the funeral of the 

beloved film star, Pedro Infante, demonstrates that funerals can reveal contestation and 

negotiation over issues of urban space, gender assumptions, and class relations. 16 In 

these cases, the government had clearly established its control and officials used the 

funerals to promote the dominant ideology. In contrast, the funerals of Obregon and 

Toral occurred at a time when the government was fragile and legitimacy had not yet 

been established. Both funerals can be studied as opportunities for contestation in which 

different groups asserted their competing conceptualizations of the role of the 

government and the extent of its control. 

While the funerals of state figures and celebrities have received scholarly 

attention, funerals of so-called infamous people have rarely been examined. Ben-Amos 

analyzes so-called subversive funerals during the Bourbon Restoration in France, arguing 

that funerals of opposition leaders were used by students to protest the government and 

contributed to its subsequent downfall. 17 John Brown, the leader of the Harper's Ferry 

massacre, represents a similar figure toToral that has been studied. Laderman argues that 

Brown's execution and burial became a point of dissention between abolitionists and pro-

slavery sympathizers. In the same way that Brown's execution split the nation, Toral's 

15 
Matthew D. Esposito, "Death and Disorder in Mexico City: The State Funeral of Manuel Romero 

Rubio," in Latin American Popular Culture: An Introduction, Eds. William H. Beezley and Linda A. 
Curcio-Nagy (Wilmington: SR Books, 2000). 
16 Anne Rubenstein, "Bodies, Cities, Cinema: Pedro Infante's Death as Political Spectacle," in 
Fragments of a Golden Age: The Politics of Culture in Mexico since 1940, Eds. Gilbert M. Joseph, Anne 
Rubenstein and Eric Zolov (Durham: Duke University Press, 2001). 
17 Avner Ben-Amos, Funeral, Politics, and Memory in Modern France, 1789-1996, (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2000) 87-109. 
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execution and funeral shows how discontent with the government's revolutionary project 

divided the nation along gendered lines. 

Theoretical Framework 

This research project on cultural events as sites of political contention follows 

recent trends in the study of the revolution. While earlier scholarship focused on the 

revolution in a general sense, newer scholarship has emphasized its fragmented nature 

and the importance of culture and everyday forms of resistance. 18 Scholars have 

reinvigorated the discussion of the revolution by applying theories on government 

formation and hegemonic processes. Following such studies, the ceremonies for Obregon 

and Toral highlight the ways that cultural rituals were used to build and challenge the 

legitimacy of the revolutionary regime. Analyzing a ritual at this critical point in 

Mexican history illustrates the interconnected nature of culture and politics. 

In addition, scholars have examined the transformation of the revolution from an armed 

conflict into a transcendental, reified concept that came to define Mexican national 

identity. Thomas Benjamin has looked at this process through the construction of the 

myth of the reified Revolution, which Obregon and Calles attempted to construct in the 

1920s by promoting the idea of a unified Revolutionary Family. 19 Likewise, Alan Knight 

has shown that the myth of the Revolution is based on a collection of ideas, policies, and 

symbols promoted through institutions and monuments. Yet the reality of regional 

18 See for example: Eds. Gilbert M. Joseph and Daniel Nugent, Everyday Forms of State Formation: 
Revolution and the Negotiation of Rule in Modern Mexico (Durham: Duke University Press, 1994). 
19 Thomas Benjamin, La Revoluci6n: Mexico's Great Revolution as Memory, Myth, and History (Austin: 
University of Texas, 2000), 22. 
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loyalties, conflicting policies, vague ideologies, and popular dissent challenged the 

construction of a stable, centralized government. He contends that a dialectical 

relationship exists between the myth's promotion and acceptance that made its 

. 1 d 20 construction a s ow, conteste process. 

This research will consider both of these arguments to reveal how the government 

enforced the idea of the Revolutionary Family through speeches and correspondence and 

how individuals, mainly women, contested this project by appropriating the discourse for 

their desires. This thesis also considers how the concept of the revolutionary family was 

promoted and disputed in popular memory. Finally, it evaluates the lasting efforts of the 

Toral family to counter the official history of the Revolution. 

Methodology 

This master's thesis utilizes newspapers, existing literature, photographs, and 

archival documents to reconstruct a narrative of the funerals of Alvaro Obregon and Jose 

de Leon Toral. Prominent Mexico City newspapers and international news sources 

reveal not only the details of the ceremonies, but also the differences in how the men 

were portrayed. Government correspondence obtained from the Archivo General de la 

Nacion, the Fideicomiso Archivos Plutarco Elias Calles y Fernando Torreblanca, and the 

Archivo General del Estado de Sonora provides the majority of the primary sources used 

to demonstrate the reception of the government's message. Coupling the narrative of the 

20 Alan Knight, "The Rise and Fall of the Myth of the Mexican Revolution" (lecture, University of Arizona, 
Tucson, AZ, April4, 2003). 
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the anonymous crowds. 
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Reading the existing literature as historical documents combined with an analysis 

of non-traditional sources, such as corridos, enables an study of the multiple memories 

and imaginings of the two men. I utilize the private collection of the Centro de Estudios 

Historicos de Jose de Leon Toral, maintained by his nephew, Licenciado Jorge A. De 

Leon De La Mora, for more insight in the family's role of managing his memory. The 

collection is rich with photographs, literature, art, newspaper articles, and speeches that 

would have been unavailable through traditional research. 

Chapter Summaries 

Chapter One recounts the events surrounding Obregon's death, laying in state, 

and the body's journey home to Huatabampo, Sonora. The official ceremony in Mexico 

City for the dead general provided President Plutarco Calles and other national figures 

the opportunity to pay homage publicly to Obregon and dispel any rumors of complicity 

in the crime. As the body rode the rails north through Cristero country, mourners greeted 

it solemnly. Once in Sonora, family, close friends, and international guests got the 

chance to bid farewell at the general's final burial in his home state. During these four 

days, Obregon still held strong popular support, and his reputation as a peacemaker was 

furthered in his death. Eulogies, speeches, and announcements given in the aftermath 

show how the discourse and concept of the family was articulated. 
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Chapter Two provides a brief summary of the assassination and trial and narrates 

the events ofToral's funeral in Mexico City. Despite the government's efforts to 

suppress attendance, a crowd of over 100,000, mostly women, gathered along the funeral 

route to pay their respects to the young assassin. Firefighters aimed hoses at the crowds 

and mounted policemen charged through the masses as people shouted "Viva Toral". 

Women's participation in the funeral represented a challenge to the revolutionary 

government's authority. Moreover, clashes between the crowds and police represented 

disputes over the boundaries of public and private space. 

Chapter Three focuses on the gendered response to the two men's deaths by 

comparing correspondence in the wake of the assassination and preceding the execution. 

Condolence letters and pardon requests sent by men and women following the 

assassination of Alvaro Obregon show the depth of acceptance and understanding of the 

myth and memory of the reified Revolution. The death of the symbolic head of the family 

allows for an examination of the extent to which the concept of the reified Revolution 

was accepted by men and women. 

Chapter Four analyzes the contested memory of the assassination through an 

examination of revolutionary corridos, literature, and commemorative events. Corridos 

written about Obregon and Toral show how each man was characterized and remembered 

in this popular form. Biographies ofToral challenge the official history and his role in it. 

Commemorative events and actions ofToral's descendents show the continuing efforts to 

contest the revolutionary project and rescue the identity of a family. Despite of the 

government's attempts to create an official memory of the revolution, alternate 
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interpretations, imaginings and memories challenged the institutional myth. 
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Chapter One: 

FAREWELL TO EL MANCO 

Chaos loomed over the revolutionary government as the news spread of the 

assassination on Tuesday, July 17. The stability that Alvaro Obregon had worked to 

achieve threatened to dissolve under accusations of conspiracy and betrayal. The 

general's body lay in state in the National Palace overnight, then was escorted through 

the city past throngs of people and loaded onto a train bound to Sonora, his home state, 

for burial. Four days later, the body of the great caudillo was lowered into the earth in 

the Huatabampo Municipal Cemetery, accompanied by the wailing of his grieving 

widow. In this way, the greatest general of the revolution received two farewells. First, 

the government bestowed on him a somber and patriotic sendoffin Mexico City. Second, 

his final farewell in his hometown of Huatabampo, Sonora provided his closest allies and 

family members a more intimate moment to mourn the "irreparable loss" of the one-

armed general. 21 

Examination of these ceremonies furthers understanding of the contentious 

process of state formation: mainly, how the funerals served as cultural events both to 

protect and challenge the legitimacy of the revolutionary government of Plutarco Elias 

Calles. Newspaper articles, government correspondence, and personal eulogies reveal 

the enduring power of Obregon in this process. In addition, the almost exclusively male 

participation in the funerals highlights the gendered character of the revolution. 

21 The phrase "irreparable perdida" was used repeatedly in condolence letters, funeral speeches, and in 
government correspondence. 
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Furthermore, Obregon's public and private ceremonies illustrate the complex, 

complementary, and overlapping nature of his national identity as the first caudillo of the 

revolution and his private identity as a loving father. This complexity came sharply into 

focus as political leaders and allies invoked his identity in the aftermath of his death to 

legitimize their views about the political and ideological configuration of the 

revolutionary regime. His symbolic identity as the embodiment of the Revolution and his 

private identity as a father intermingled in speeches, correspondence, and newspaper 

articles. His funeral ceremonies proved to be his final act as a peacemaker as the nation 

mourned the loss of the head of the Revolutionary Family. 

Antecedents 

In the ten years of revolution after 1910, Mexico had witnessed the assassination 

or exile of three revolutionary presidents. None successfully filled the vacuum created by 

the absence ofPorfirio Diaz, and none could withstand the pressure of the competing 

revolutionary forces. While the Constitution of 1917 provided the legal groundwork for 

building the new revolutionary government, a strong leader was needed to realize its 

vision: that leader proved to be Alvaro Obregon Salido. 

Obregon entered the revolution later than many of his friends and enemies. He 

grew up in Huatabampo, Sonora and ran a garbanzo farm called "La Quinta Chilla".22 

The responsibility of being a widowed father to his small children and attending to his 

farm kept his attention focused on Sonora. In addition, he served as the municipal 

22 Enrique Krauze, Alvaro Obregon: El vertigo de Ia victoria (Mexico: Fondo de Cultura Econ6mica, 
1987) 11. 
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president of Huatabampo. His participation in the revolution did not begin in earnest 

until 1912, when he led a force against Pascual Orozco in Chihuahua. His reputation as a 

brilliant military strategist coupled with his victories over Orozco and Victoriano 

Huerta's forces quickly catapulted him to national recognition. By 1915, he had defeated 

Pancho Villa at the battle of Celaya and lost his arm during the Battle of Leon. After 

breaking his alliance with Venustiano Carranza in the successful revolt by the Sonoran 

triangle, Obregon ran for and was elected president in 1920. During his military 

campaigns, General Obregon survived numerous attempts on his life. He talked Villa out 

having him executed as a traitor in 1914. When, by luck, he picked up an empty gun and 

pointed at his temple on the field in Leon after losing his arm, the general even escaped 

his own attempt on his life. This skill, or perhaps serendipity, at evading death earned 

him the reputation ofinvincibility.23 

During Obregon's presidency from 1920-1924, he focused on stabilizing the 

nation by attempting to placate the various factions of the revolution. He worked to bring 

reunification to the shattered nation by acting as a peacemaker between rival groups. 24 

His policies reflected this characterization: he redistributed land, but not enough to upset 

the hacendados; he appointed a socialist secretary of education, but he did not eliminate 

Church schools.25 Obregon tended to implement land reforms slowly, because an end to 

the fighting and the transformation of the revolution into government were his main 

23 For a discussion of the early years of Obregon's military career see Linda B. Hall, Alvaro Obregon: 
Power and Revolution in Mexico, 1911-1920 (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1981). 
24 Hall, Alvaro Obregon: Power and Revolution in Mexico, 9 
25 Meyer, Sherman, and Deeds, The Course of Mexican History, 549. 
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goals. 26 Anticlerical reforms were left to the governments of individual states. 

Opposition to the Obregon government still remained, but most of the powerful voices-

both Villa and Zapata were dead-had been silenced. In 1923, the United States 

government extended diplomatic recognition to the Obregon presidency. When Obregon 

turned over the presidency in 1924 to fellow Sonoran, Plutarco Elias Calles, he became 

the first Mexican leader since Manuel Gonzalez in 1884 to complete a full term without 

being removed by force?7 Obregon's successful term proved that the establishment of a 

revolutionary regime was well underway. 

When Calles came to power in 1924, he made it clear that he intended to 

implement the anti-clerical reforms of the Constitution of 1917. By 1926, he had halted 

religious processions, deported foreign priests and nuns, and closed church schools, 

convents, and monasteries. 28 The Archbishop of Mexico declared a strike and suspended 

all church services in protest. 29 Catholic rebels, called Cristeros, took up arms all over 

Mexico, striking out at the government by bombing railroads, murdering teachers, and 

committing other acts of violence. By 1928, the rebellion was losing steam, but no 

agreement had been reached between Church and state. Despite the rebellion, no real 

challenge had been made to the stability of the government; the Cristeros were more of 

an irritant than a threat. 30 

Confident in the revolutionaries' control of the nation, Calles supported 

Obregon's re-election campaign for the presidency. Congress, during Calles's term, had 

26 Thomas Benjamin, "Rebuilding the Nation" in Meyer and Beezley, The Oxford History of Mexico, 472. 
27 Meyer, Sherman, and Deeds, The Course of Mexican History, 558,560, 567. 
28 1bid, 567. 
29 Benjamin, "Rebuilding the Nation", in Meyer and Beezley, The Oxford History of Mexico, 476. 



23 

amended the constitution to allow for one non-consecutive re-election and increased the 

presidential term to six years.31 A small uprising in support of the anti-reelectionist 

ideals of the revolution, which resulted in the execution of the instigators, preceded the 

election. Once the ballots were cast, Obregon was poised to head the state for the second 

time in a decade.32 Elected on July 1, 1928, he was dead less than three weeks later. 

If Obregon had been lenient on anticlerical issues in the past, why was he the 

assassin's target instead of Calles? On July 16, one day before his murder, Obregon 

expressed his intention to maintain Calles's anticlerical policies. 33 Other sources show 

that Obregon was looking forward negotiating a peaceful end to the rebellion and had 

even scheduled a meeting the day of his assassination with the American ambassador, 

Dwight W. Morrow, to discuss the issue.34 This confusion over his policy contributed to 

his assassination, but more indicative was the execution of several members of the Liga 

Defensora de la Libertad Religiosa after a botched bombing in November of 1927.35 Jose 

de Leon Toral succeeded where others had failed. Toral killed Obregon at a banquet held 

by the Guanajuato delegation in honor of his re-election at the Bombilla restaurant in San 

Angel. 

Just when the establishment of a stable national government seemed imminent, 

Obregon's assassination proved how fleeting stability could be. The assassination of the 

president-elect endangered the nascent stability of the revolutionary government and 

30 Meyer, Sherman, and Deeds, The Course of Mexican Hist01y, 567, 568. 
31 Benjamin, "Rebuilding the Nation", in Meyer and Beezley, The Oxford Hist01y of Mexico, 476. 
32 Meyer, Sherman, and Deeds, The Course of Mexican History, 567. 
33 Quirk, The Mexican Revolution and the Catholic Church, 233. 
34 Bailey, i Viva Cristo Rey !, 216. 
35 Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 313. 



eradicated the patina of invincibility that enveloped the legendary general. While 

assassinations of other revolutionary leaders had been carried out by competing 

revolutionaries, Obregon was murdered by a civilian with ties to the Cristero Rebellion. 

The assassination of Obregon served as a challenge to the revolution: it repudiated 

reforms that had gone too far in the eyes of many Catholics. 

Calles's actions at this critical moment required careful consideration of the 

potential volatility of the situation, and, above all, the necessity of order. The funeral 

procession through the streets of Mexico City presented both opportunity and jeopardy: 

the opportunity to give a fitting farewell to the greatest general of the revolution while 

reinforcing the legitimacy of the government, and the jeopardy of chaos if the 

government's detractors used the occasion to provoke riot. 

Obregon 's Symbolic Power 

24 

The balance of authority and deference was crucial for Calles. He was considered 

by many to be the prime suspect as the intellectual author of the assassination. When he 

came to interrogate Jose de Leon Toral at the office of the General Police Inspection, 

Ricardo Topete met him with the murder weapon stating "Here is the pistol, with which 

you are familiar." Aurelio Manrique, in both ofhis funeral addresses, accused Calles of 

involvement in the murder. 36 In addition, a political cartoon depicted the words "Calles" 

escaping the lips of the dying general (see Illustration I). This conspiracy theory argued 

that Calles planned to stay in office, thus violating the tenets of the Constitution of 1917. 

36 Ibid, 371, 380. 
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Too much prominence during the funeral procession might support the theory and invite 

rebellion. Yet some visibility prevented rivals from using the ceremony as a venue to 

proclaim their legitimacy against Calles's government. 

Likewise, many subordinate revolutionaries, such as Aaron Saenz, who harbored 

intentions of filling Obregon's void had to balance their participation at the funeral. 

Since presidential succession was undecided, no revolutionary could afford to act as a 

leader at the funeral because it might indicate desire for national control. Overtly using 

the general's funeral as a means for political advancement could cast suspicion on 

involvement in the murder or on plans for rebellion. Obregon's identity became the 

center of attention not only because it was his funeral, but also because the situation was 

too volatile for politicians to draw attention upon themselves. Therefore, revolutionary 

leaders deferred to the authority of Obregon by invoking his memory and power lay 

symbolically in the body of the dead general. 37 Commitment to Obregon became 

synonymous with commitment to the revolution. 38 

Mexico City Bids Farewell to the General 

After Obregon's death was confirmed, President Calles was notified of the 

situation, and Obregon's closest associates, Aaron Saenz, Arturo H. Orci, Aurelio 

37 
Katherine Verdery argues that bodies have a power much stronger than abstract notions in promoting the 

government's program because bodies have physical presence that the citizenry can confirm. The Political 
Lives of Dead Bodies (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999) 27-.33 
38 Jiirgen Buchenau has shown that in subsequent years Obregon's memory was used by politicians to both 
legitimate the power of the PRI and criticize it from straying from the true ideals of the revolution. My 
research indicates that this tactic began immediately after his death. Jiirgen Buchenau, "The Arm and 
Body of a Revolution: Remembering Mexico's Last Caudillo, Alvaro Obregon" in Lyman L. Johnson, 
Death, Dismemberment, and Mem01y: The Politics of the Body in Latin America (Albuquerque: University 
of New Mexico Press, forthcoming). 
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Manrique, Ricardo Topete, and Federico Medrano, accompanied the general's body to his 

house on Avenida Juarez. Many of the Guanajuato delegates followed the body to the 

home. Apparently, the news of the general's death traveled faster than the automobiles 

because crowds had already gathered outside the house when the body arrived. Calles 

and his personal secretary, Fernando Torreblanca, arrived at the house shortly after the 

corpse. 39 Initially, the crowd consisted mostly of men. A photograph taken in front of 

Obregon's residence shows a group of fifty to one hundred men dressed in suits and 

fedoras (see Illustration 2). Mounted police arrived to maintain control of the onlookers 

who waited for a chance to pay their respects to the president-elect.4° Close friends and 

relatives crowded inside the house. 

The afternoon edition of El Universal Grafico broke the news about Obregon's 

assassination, but no formal statement about the funeral plans appeared until the next 

day.41 The general had stipulated the details of his burial long before his death. Obregon 

requested a simple funeral without military representation, on his hacienda "El Nainari" 

instead of in the Rotunda of Illustrious Men.42 Newspapers reported that the government 

would follow his wishes. On July 18, El Universal printed a special statement; President 

Calles informed the public of the assassination and stated that "the government under my 

care" invited the city's residents to accompany the casket to the Estacion Colonia, where 

it would be transported to Sonora. El Centro Director Obregonista petitioned people to 

39 Besides being the general's friends, Saenz was the director of the Centro Director Obregonista, Orci had 
served as Minister to Holland, Manrique was a deputy from San Luis Potosi, Topete was a deputy from 
Sonora, and Medrano was a deputy and president of the Confederation of Socialistic Revolutionary Parties 
ofGuanajuato. Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 105,367,370. 
40 El Universal, July 18, 1928. 
41 Ibid. 
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show their support for Obregon by attending the funerals. The Center defined attendance 

at the funeral as a form of protest against the "incalculable crime". 43 These ceremonies 

went against Obregon's wishes to a certain extent, but Calles could not follow his request 

to the letter because he thought a total lack of ceremony would be disrespectful and might 

fuel rumors of his complicity in the assassination. Yet pomp was kept to a minimum: the 

viewing of the body and funeral procession were completed in less than twenty-four 

hours after the assassination. 

On the night of his death, Obregon's body was transported to the National Palace 

to lie in state in the Salon de Embajadores.44 El Universal reported that Calles himself 

had requested for the body to be brought to the palace. People lined the streets and made 

it difficult for the car to pass around the Zocalo and into the palace. The entrance 

featured an honor guard that saluted as the car passed through the gates. President Calles 

and others watched from the balcony as the casket was unloaded from the car. His 

friends and associates, Aaron Saenz, Arturo Orci, Ricardo Topete, Aurelio Manrique, 

General Ignacio Otero, Colonel Juan Jaimes, Minister of War General Joaquin Amaro, 

Humberto Obregon, Ingeniero Luis Leon, and Mayor of Mexico City Rafael Ponce de 

Leon served as pallbearers.45 Obregon's arrival at the National Palace was to be a private 

affair, but El Universal claimed that one of their reporters sneaked into the event. He 

42 Ibid, July 19, 1928. 
43 Ibid. July 18, 1928 
44 Ibid. 
45 Otero and Jaimes were aides of Obregon's who had been with him on the day of an attempted 
assassination in Chapultepec Park in 1927. Leon served in Calles's cabinet as Minister of Agriculture and 
Development and later served as Governor of Chihuahua. Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 269, 312, 451. 
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reported that when Calles greeted the coffin, he was "visibly moved".46 The New York 

Times reported that Calles had been virtually sleepless since the assassination.47 The city 

was also bereaved by Obregon's death. Cantinas and casinos had been ordered closed 

out of respect. 

At the National Place, the salon was decorated like a funeral chapel by the funeral 

agency Eusebio Gayosso. Obregon was dressed in black suit and he rested in a dark 

copper coffin with bronze applications that sat on a catafalque flanked by four large 

electric candelabras. 48 The mirrors and windows of the salon were draped with black 

crepe curtains. An honor guard of close friends and military generals stood vigil all 

night. A group of "distinguished ladies" related to Obregon, including Sara Tapia de 

Polin and Mercedes E. de Obregon, his sister-in-laws, sat together in the Salon de 

Acuerdo de Ministros, and no one was allowed to visit them except immediate family. 

President Calles was reported to have stayed up all night with the body. Ambassador 

Dwight Morrow and President Calles served on the last rotation of the honor guard that 

watched the body until 11:00 a.m. when the funeral procession began toward the train 

station. 

Newspaper reports show that residents Mexico City heeded the call for the final 

tribute to the general. El Universal stated that over 60,000 people paid their respects to 

Obregon in the National Palace. Every five minutes, groups of 240 people were allowed 

to enter the palace and view the body. As the funeral procession left the National Palace, 

hundreds of people blocked the entrance, straining for a look, and a multitude filled the 

46 El Universal, July 19, 1928 
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Zocalo. The procession headed down Avenida Madero, led by the cadets of the Cavalry 

School of the Military College, followed by the coffin, the Presidential Guards, and the 

Guard of the Industrial School of Public Charity. A military band accompanied the 

procession, playing a march of honor. El Universal reported that the National Army had 

wanted to offer more posthumous honors to Obregon, but to fulfill his wishes, they had 

restricted the military honors to two lines of battalions and the schools. President Calles 

marched in the funeral procession, but he followed the funeral car (see Illustration 3). As 

the photograph shows, Calles walked with his head facing downward, demonstrating his 

sorrow and submission to his fallen partner. 

The procession made several stops for funeral orations. Proceeding down 

Avenida Juarez, the cortege stopped in front of the Centro Director Obregonista. Aaron 

Saenz, a close supporter and the former governor of Nuevo Leon, gave a lengthy, 

emotional speech honoring his friend. The speech was directed at Obregon, and Saenz 

began by requesting permission from the general to permit them to rest at the Center and 

pay him tribute. The speech highlighted the role of the Center in Obregon's political 

activities. Saenz orated that the place, indicating the physical location of the building, 

had witnessed Obregon's connection to the "beat of his pueblo". He praised Obregon's 

reputation for facing his opponents openly. He subtly recalled the sacrifice of Obregon's 

arm, referring to it as "parte de tu cuerpo." He implied that Toral acted with cowardice 

by shooting him in the back and portrayed Obregon as courageous and generous because 

he had always offered his talents to the Patria and to the Revolution. Saenz used the 

47 New York Times, July 20,1928. 
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familiar "tu" form instead of"Usted" in addressing the general. Saenz called the crowd 

the "sons of the Revolution" and asserted that only under Obregon's plan and example 

would the Revolution continue to fight. Finally, he pledged that they would continue in 

his name and with the same faith as their mentor. Saenz never referred to himself 

directly in the speech, but included himself with the audience by using "nosotros". El 

Universal reported that the crowd of men, including Calles, listened in complete silence. 

The cortege continued down the Paseo de la Reforma, passing streets full of 

people, and police had difficulty clearing a path for the funeral carriage. The regulation 

of the crowds was imperative. Almost the whole Z6calo was filled with people. Police 

also stopped traffic on the side streets to prevent further delays. Despite the large 

crowds, the gatherings seem to have been peaceful; no reports of violence or injury 

appeared in the papers. 

When the body reached the train station, a squadron of twelve military planes 

flew overhead, releasing red carnations on the crowd that had gathered before the arrival 

of the cortege. The families of Obregon's relatives and associates, including the Salidos, 

the Osomios, and the Torreblancas, had provided the decorations for the chapel created 

within a car of the Tren Olivo. Over one hundred funeral wreaths filled the cars of the 

train. Inside, the general's coffin was covered with the Mexican flag. A bouquet of 

white carnations given by Saenz's wife, Margarita Couret de Saenz, in honor of Maria 

Tapia, lay at the foot of the coffin. 

48 El Universal, July 18, 19, 1928. 
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At the doorway of the funeral train, Obregon's close friend, Deputy Aurelio 

Manrique, gave an impassioned speech and called to the crowd to shout "justicia". The 

crowed answered "justicia" and the men of the crowd raised their arms in reply (see 

Illustration 4). As the photograph shows, Calles remained literally in the shadows, 

refusing to act as a leader. The body's departure on the Presidential train was full of 

emotion. El Universal reported many in the funeral procession were crying and that 

Saenz's eyes were visibly red due to his weeping. By ten minutes after one, the train was 

on its way to Sonora.49 

Obregon's farewell in Mexico City precariously balanced the final requests of the 

general and the needs of the government. Obregon had specified that the military should 

refrain from any tributes, but unceremoniously loading the body onto a train, considering 

the mysteries around the murder, would have been dangerous. The limitation in the 

formal procession to schools, the band, and the lower battalions indicated an attempt to 

follow Obregon's wishes, and also reinforced his image as a father-figure in the 

revolution. Furthermore, burying him in a suit instead of his military uniform complied 

with his wishes and foreshadowed the government's transition from military to civilian 

rule. The brevity of the ceremony officially followed Obregon requests and allowed the 

government to remove the body, a symbol of its vulnerability, from the charged 

atmosphere. The ceremony appears to have been judged as appropriate because the event 

remained peaceful. 

49 This section is based on El Universal, July 19, 1928. 



Nevertheless, groups still used the ceremony to subtly promote their authority. 

Obregon's body led the procession because the question of succession remained 

uncertain. The display of Obregon's body in the National Palace and the participation of 

national and international dignitaries reinforced the image of Obregon's authority. The 

invitation from Plutarco Calles to the city indicated the official nature of Obregon's 

sendoff and reaffirmed that the government was under his control. Yet the Centro 

Director Obregonista also published a formal invitation. Instead of showing unity with 

the government, this suggests that the Center claimed authority in the invitation as the 

true representative of Obregon and therefore, the revolution. Calles's muted appearance 

at the ceremony enabled him to show respect for his fallen friend without making any 

statements that could be incendiary. Saenz demonstrated his deference to Obregon's 

authority even in death. Obregonistas used the funeral procession to demonstrate their 

continued support for the general and some used it to challenge Calles. Involving the 

crowds in their speeches allowed them to show their potential support. 

32 

Obregon's Mexico City ceremony can be viewed as a gendered event. From his 

assassination at the all-male banquet to his send-off at the Estacion Colonia, men 

dominated the ceremonies, as participants and onlookers. The women who were allowed 

to participate, mainly family members, were segregated from the rest of the participants. 

When Saenz spoke of the "hijos" of the revolution and implored for the crowd to carry on 

Obregon's ideal, he was speaking strictly to men. Even the floral offerings took on a 

gender significance. The bouquet offered to Obregon's widow was given by Saenz's 

wife. The open weeping of many of Obregon's associates, including Saenz and 
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Manrique, suggest that displays of emotion were acceptable for men in public and that 

political allegiances approximated familial ties. 

The Somber Journey Home 

The heat of July, the wishes of Obregon, and the unsteady nature of the current 

political situation obligated a quick journey home for the remains of the slain general 

aboard the presidential train. The quickest route home by rail went through the heart of 

the Cristero rebellion in west central Mexico. 5° Cristeros had already demonstrated a 

predilection for blowing up trains as acts of political protest and rebellion. 51 El Universal 

reported that the train would stop only when absolutely necessary, but requests to pay 

homage to the president-elect were already flowing into President Calles. Despite the 

perils of traveling through Cristero country, the trials experienced by the train's 

passengers came mainly from the train, not from the surrounding communities. 

Fernando Torreblanca accompanied the body and acted as a representative for the 

national government. Torreblanca provided updates on the train's progress and 

approximate times of arrival for each stop to both Calles in Mexico City and Ignacio 

Gaxiola, Obregon's business manager, in Sonora. 52 For the civilian population of 

Mexico City, a special correspondent from El Universal supplied updates on the body's 

5° For a useful map of the existing rail lines in Mexico, see Hall, Alvaro Obregon: Power and Revolution 
in Mexico, 32. 
51 Trains were bombed by Cristeros near La Barca, Jalisco and San Miguel de Allende, Guanajuato in 1927. 
Gustavo Casasola, Historia grrijica de Ia Revoluci6n Mexicana, 1900-1960. Vol. 4, Cuaderno 19 
(Mexico: Editorial F. Trillas, 1962), 1774-1777. 
52 Correspondence from Torreblanca to Calles and Gaxiola can be found in the Fideicomiso Archivos 
Plutarco Elias Calles, Archivo Fernando Torreblanca, fondo 13, serie 010207, expediente "235"/183: 
Obregon, legajo 3/3, inventario 634 (cited hereafter as FAPEC, AFT). 



34 

journey home. The body was accompanied by Humberto Obregon, the general's oldest 

son, and, to provide support for Maria Tapia, Obregon's widow, four women, including 

Obregon's sisters-in-law. In addition, Ambassador Dwight Morrow appointed Colonel 

Alexander J. McNab to accompany the body as the representative of the United States. 53 

As the train moved northwest towards Sonora, it stopped several times along the 

way to be met by mourners. In Tula, crowds of campesinos waved their sombreros at the 

passing train. In Queretaro, crowds with flowers greeted the train. 54 From Queretaro, 

Torreblanca sent notice to Ignacio Gaxiola about the measurements of the coffin and the 

train's schedule. 55 His message conveyed the brevity intended for their stops in each city. 

They planned to reach Guadalajara, Jalisco around 6:00a.m. on Thursday, July 19 and 

arrive in Tepic, Nayarit by 8:00p.m. the same day. The train would pass through 

Mazatlan, Sinaloa at 10:00 a.m. on Friday morning, and reach Cajeme, Sonora by 6:00 

a.m. on Saturday. 56 From Queretaro, the train continued on to Irapuato, Guanajuato, 

where silent groups of all classes met the train. 

The train reached its stop in Guadalajara, Jalisco earlier than planned, between 

3:00-4:00 a.m. Jalisco contained the largest number ofCristero rebels, but no reports of 

their actions marred the ceremony held for Obregon in Guadalajara. Obregon's daughter, 

Refugio, joined the mourners on the train, and her reunion with her brother was reported 

to have been emotional. At the station, groups of civilians, the military, and workers, 

53 New York Times, July 19, 1928. Unfortunately, the 812 decimal series of the Records of the Department 
of State, Internal Affairs of Mexico contains no information about MeN ab 's journey to Sonora. 
54 El Universal, July 20, 1928. 
55 Torreblanca to Gaxiola, July 18, 1928, FAPEC, AFT, fon. 13, ser. 010207, exp. "235"1183: Obregon, leg. 
3/3, foj. 2, inv. 634. 
56 Ibid, foja 5. 
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organized by El Gran Partido Revolucionario de Jalisco, gathered to pay homage to the 

dead general. 57 The governor of Jalisco, Margarito Ramirez, gave a speech in which he 

claimed to have considered suicide upon hearing of the death of the general. 58 The casket 

was then moved to the Sud Pacifico line to follow the rails north. The journey proceeded 

smoothly and on July 19, Torreblanca informed Calles that the train would soon arrive in 

Sonora without delay. 59 

In Tepic, Nayarit, Torreblanca's tight schedule encountered a slight snag. In an 

urgent message to Calles, Torreblanca wrote that an examination of the body showed that 

it was in a state of decomposition. The body's stomach was "completely swollen", the 

face had a bruised appearance, and a green spot had appeared on the general's lower lip. 60 

Torreblanca concluded that the embalming in Mexico City was insufficient. Doctors 

warned Calles and Torreblanca that, without further injections, the body could swell 

beyond the confines of the coffin.61 Certainly, getting to the final destination soon was 

imperative, but the journey had to be delayed for additional embalming, which was 

performed in the funeral car of the presidential train. Torreblanca enlisted the help of 

local Tepic officials in gathering the necessary materials. 62 El Universal reported that the 

embalming had been only precautionary, due to a heat wave in the region. 63 Many in 

Tepic wanted to view the body and offer flowers, but officials refused, saying the car was 

57 El Universal, July 19, 1928. 
58 Ibid, July 20, 1928. 
59 Torreblanca to Calles, July 19, 1928, FAPEC, AFT, fon. 13, ser. 010207, exp. "235"/183: Obregon, leg. 
3/3, foj. 9, inv. 634. 
60 Ibid, foj. 10. 
61 Ibid, foj. 13. 
62 Torreblanca to General Evaristo Perez, July 19, 1928 and Torreblanca to Mayor Pedro Larios, July 19, 
1928, FAPEC, AFT, fon. 13, ser. 010207, exp. "235"/183: Obregon, legajo 3/3, foj . 18,20, inv. 634. 
63 El Universal, July 20 , 1928. 



too small to accommodate the demand. After the delay in Tepic, the rest of the trip was 

without incident. As the train continued on, mourners and curious onlookers met it at 

each stop. The New York Times reported that the gatherings remained peaceful.64 

Regardless of reports, the political reality of the west-central states guaranteed that foes 

of the president-elect witnessed the passing of his funeral train, but available sources do 

not permit us to hear their voices. 
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The journey home reflects the urgency placed upon getting the general's body to 

Sonora. The four-day trip was not designed as an opportunity for the nation to pay their 

respects to their dead president-elect. The body remained on the train, even when 

additional embalming was needed. This suggests that the trip through Cristero country 

was seen as necessary, but potentially violent. The rapid decomposition of the body also 

forced Torreblanca to make haste and restrict viewing; a rotting leader would not support 

the permanence of the revolution. 

Therefore, the speeches of local leaders, such as Margarito Ramirez, and the 

organizational efforts of revolutionary groups reinforced the image of Obregon as a 

charismatic leader in place of the appearance of his body and possibly allowed them to 

promote their legitimacy through the veneration of a fallen hero. The reported attendance 

of a spectrum of classes furthered Obregon's identity as unifier. 

The train voyage represented a transitional stage from the capital, his public 

farewell, to Sonora, his private burial. The gendered participation also began to 

transform as Obregon's associates began to focus more intently on the welfare of 

64 New York Times, July 20, 1928. 
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Obregon's widow, and as Obregon's daughter joined the train. The presence of national, 

international, and media representatives suggests that the voyage and final burial 

remained important to the centralized government, but the absence of the highest 

authorities, including Calles and Morrow, implies that the pressures of the political 

situation exceeded the significance of the general's final burial. Still, Torreblanca's 

constant communiques with the President indicated Calles's continued behind-the-scenes 

surveillance 

Farewell in Huatabampo 

More than any other aspect of Obregon's death, the story ofhis Sonoran burial is 

missing from the historiography. Accounts of his death end with the body being loaded 

on the train for Sonora. The details of his trip, arrival in Sonora, and burial in 

Huatabampo have yet to be analyzed. Even photographic histories omit Obregon's 

burial. For example, Gustavo Casasola's Historia Grafica de Ia Revoluci6n shows 

photographs of Obregon at the Bombilla banquet, curious bystanders in front of his house 

after the assassination, the funeral procession down the streets of Mexico City, and 

Aurelio Manrique's speech from the doorway of the funeral train.65 His Sonoran burial 

provides an opportunity to see how Obregon's family life differed from his political one. 

Senora Maria Tapia Obregon, the general's second wife, heard of the death of her 

husband late on Tuesday afternoon. During the couple's twelve years of marriage, they 

65 In addition, no pictures of his burial appeared in any of the major Mexican or United States newspapers. 
Casasola, Historia grafica de la Revoluci6n Mexicana, 1793-1796. 
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had seven children. 66 Calles notified Ignacio Gaxiola, who informed close friends of the 

family in Navojoa to prepare Senora Obregon and her children for the tragic news. 

Newspapers reported that she "suffered a complete collapse" when told about the 

assassination. She was put under a physician's care and contact was limited to her 

immediate family. The Arizona Daily Star reported that those around her catered to her 

every want and need to ease the pain of her husband's passing.67 She had been aware of 

many attacks on her husband's life, the most recent one occurring in April, in Orizaba, 

Veracruz.68 Faced with being both a widow and single mother, the pain of the loss was 

devastating to her. Humberto Obregon, the general's oldest son, was also devastated. He 

had lost his mother, Obregon's first wife, at an early age, and lost his father just as he 

entered adulthood. 

Obregon's close friends aboard the funeral train were especially worried about the 

widow. From Queretaro, Torreblanca telegraphed Gaxiola to check on the status of 

Senora Obregon. He wrote that everyone had been concerned about both Mariita and the 

children. 69 The next day, Torreblanca wrote to Gaxiola again that he and Aaron Saenz 

were extremely worried about Maria Tapia and the children. Gaxiola replied that Maria 

and the children were doing well as could be expected. 70 

66 Sara Sefchovich, La suerte de Ia consorte. Las esposas gobernantes de Mexico: Historia de un olvido y 
relato de unfracaso (Mexico: Oceano, 1999) 221-222. 
67 Arizona Daily Star, July 18, 21, 1928. 
68 For example, the attempt in Orizaba cited in Quirk, The Mexican Revolution and the Catholic Church, 
233. 
69 Torreblanca to Gaxiola, July 18, 1928, FAPEC, AFT, fon. 13, ser. 010207, exp. "235"/183: Obregon, leg. 
3/3, foj. 3, inv. 634. 
70 Torreblanca to Gaxiola, July 19, 1928, Gaxiola to Torreblanca, July 19, 1928, FAPEC, AFT, fon. 13, ser. 
010207, exp. "235"/183: Obregon, leg. 3/3, foj.36, 37, inv. 634. 
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The news of Obregon's death officially reached the rest of Sonora on Wednesday, 

though no doubt the rumors had traveled faster. Calles also sent an urgent telegram to 

Fausto Topete, Governor of Sonora, informing him of the "unheard-of crime" and 

"irreparable loss" of General Obregon.71 After Calles notified Topete, the governor sent 

a message to the municipal presidents of Sonora informing them of the assassination. He 

ordered eight days of mourning including the closure of public offices. 72 

The government had attempted to follow Obregon's wishes in Mexico City, and 

Senora Obregon saw to it that his burial wishes were carried out in Sonora as well. The 

New York Times reported that his return to Sonora for burial was not only his preference, 

but also that of Maria Tapia.73 President Calles deferred to the widow's authority on the 

matter. In a telegram to Torreblanca, Calles said that he had no objections to Obregon's 

burial in Sonora, and that it was up to Obregon's widow to decide.74 The train carrying 

the body of Obregon entered Sonora by way of the small town ofNavojoa. Plans for the 

burial were being made before the body reached the state. Many of the intricacies were 

handled by Torreblanca and Gaxiola, likely to spare Maria Tapia from difficult decisions. 

Yet the widow refused to give up all control over the decisions. When the Ayuntamiento 

ofNavojoa offered to erect the funeral chapel in one of their salons, Maria Tapia 

declined, stating that she preferred it to be in their home.75 Gaxiola then informed 

71 Plutarco Calles to Fausto Topete, July 17, 1928, Archivo General del Estado de Sonora, Torno 89, 
Tranquilidad Publica (cited hereafter as AGS). 
72 Topete to Municipal Presidents, July 17, 1928,AGS, Torno 89, Tranquilidad Publica. 
73 New York Times, July 20, 1928. 
74 Calles to Torreblanca, July 20, 1928, FAPEC, AFT, fon. 13, ser. 010207, exp. "235"/183: Obregon, leg. 
3/3, foj. 49, inv. 634. 
75 El Universal, July 22, 1928. 
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Torreblanca that the coffin would be placed in a funeral chapel in the general's home 

upon arrival, then would be transported by train to the cemetery in Huatabampo. 76 

As news of the assassination spread, mourners poured into Sonora to pay their last 

respects. Newspapers reported that the throngs in Navojoa had come by any means 

possible. Peons and Indians walked or rode horses. The Arizona Republic reported that 

all of Sonora made an effort to attend the funeral. 77 Dignitaries arrived by plane in 

Nogales and traveled on to Navojoa by train. Many who did not attend, such as President 

Calvin Coolidge, Secretary Frank B. Kellog, and Ambassador Morrow, sent flowers. 78 

The expensive wreaths were j0ined by small bouquets of wildflowers gathered by poor 

moumers.79 The small town ofNavojoa could not support the influx of mourners and 

many had to set up camps outside town. Some wealthy visitors found space in hotels or 

private residences. 80 

The people who flocked to Sonora to welcome home the slain general represented 

his broad-based support. His support base consisted of landowners, the middle-class, 

workers, and farmers, including many Yaqui and Mayo Indians. In addition, during 

Obregon's childhood and early years, Sonora was more connected to Arizona than 

Mexico because of its geographic isolation from the capital city. Perhaps this explains 

why so many people came from across the Arizona border to attend the funeral. Obregon 

had political supporters in Sonora for many reasons. Growing up in Sonora, he became 

76 Gaxiola to Torreblanca, July 20, 1928, FAPEC, AFT, fon. 13, ser. 010207, exp. "235"/183: Obregon, leg. 
3/3, foj. 45, inv. 634. 
77 Arizona Republic, July 21, 1928. 
78 New York Times, July 19, 1928. 
79 Ibid, July 20, 1928. 
80 Arizona Republic, July 20, 1928. 
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fluent in Mayo, and after becoming president, he restored lands to the Mayo Indians. In 

addition, the Sonoran population had displayed an earlier history of revolutionary activity 

than other parts of Mexico. The Cananea strike broke out in 1906, and anti-clericalism 

was also common.81 Despite his national reputation, Obregon identified himself as a 

Sonoran, and returned to Huatabampo to vacation as often as possible. In death, as in 

life, the general preferred the native soil of Sonora. 

Despite the intended private nature of Obregon's Sonoran funeral, the ceremony 

was not limited to only family and close friends. As the train pulled into Navojoa at 6:00 

a.m., thousands of silent mourners congregated to meet it. The casket was transported to 

Obregon's home in Navojoa to lie in state for viewing by family and intimate friends. 82 A 

group of 4,000 people gathered outside the general's home. Inside the home, Maria Tapia 

was joined by women, family and friends. El Universal reported that Maria Tapia had 

cried to Saenz, "Aaron, Aaron, why have they brought him to me this way" and 

demanded to see the body, against the advice of her friends. 

From Navojoa, the train for Huatabampo left late on Saturday afternoon and 

arrived at 6:00p.m. Many of the mourners that met the body in Navojoa followed it to 

Huatabampo. The crowd grew to over 10,000 people, including family, friends, troops, 

state officials, peons, and Yaqui and Mayo Indians.83 At 7:30p.m. the body was driven 

to the public cemetery and, as the sun set in the Mayo valley, Obregon was lowered into 

81 Hall, Alvaro Obregon: Power and Revolution in Mexico, 10-20. 
82 New York Times, July 22, 1928. 
83 Reports on types of people in attendance, New York Times, July 22, 1928; report on number of people in 
attendance, Arizona Republic, July 23, 1928. 
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his grave.84 Obregon's closest friend and campaign manager, Aaron Saenz gave the 

eulogy. In defiance of those responsible for his death, no religious services were offered 

at the burial. 85 The New York Times noted that silence dominated the scene, except for 

the sobbing of Mari; Tapia and the children. 86 

Obregon's ceremony in Sonora did not represent a complete transition from his 

public to private identity. His final burial in Sonora and the presence of a broad spectrum 

of Sonora's social classes indicated his regional appeal. The less-official nature of the 

ceremonies featured the increased visibility and responsibility of women and children. 

After his death, authority fell to his wife, not a political ally. Saenz and Torreblanca's 

concern for Obregon's family suggests that those closest to the general related to his 

public and private identities.87 The variety of visitors to Navojoa represented the wide 

support that Obregon had enjoyed in life to a cross-section of society and supported his 

reputation as a unifier. 

Media Coverage of the Funeral 

News tributes portrayed Obregon as a president, a general, and a soldier, and as 

both a father and a son of the revolution. In essence, he embodied every male role of a 

revolutionary. Invocations after his death blurred the boundaries of public and private 

identity because of the myth of the Revolutionary Family. As the youngest of eighteen 

children who lost both of his parents at an early age, he became the symbolic orphan son 

84 Torreblanca to Calles, FAPEC, AFT, fon. 13, ser. 010207, exp. "235"/183: Obregon, leg. 3/3, foj. 57, 
inv. 634. 
85 Arizona Republic, July 23, 1928. 
86 New York Times, July 22, 1928. 
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of the revolution.88 In addition, an account of his funeral in the Arizona Republic called 

him "the foremost son of the state of Sonora. "89 

In addition, Obregon's private identity as a father often spilled over into public 

invocations after his death. The New York Times portrayed ObregOn as a happy father, 

proud of his large brood. Saenz echoed this portrayal in his funeral address at the 

Huatabampo ceremony, suggesting that Obregon's followers were his children: "We have 

come to shed our last tear over your remains: we, the ones that you created."90 A letter 

to his son, Humberto, strengthened his image as a literal and symbolic father. Written in 

1913 and reprinted in 1928, the letter to Humberto begged the son to remember, if he 

should die, to "always be a slave to duty, to your country, to your sister, your two aunts 

and the stepmother who has served you as a mother."91 Newspaper reports following the 

assassination often included a picture of Obregon with his family (see Illustration V). 

The abundance of young children in this picture depicts Obregon as a virile man and 

loving father. 

His reputation as a general and leader was expressed repeatedly. The New York 

Times called him the greatest general of Mexico. Yet his identity as an obedient soldier 

balanced his identity as a leader. The New York Times reported also that, early in his 

career, Obregon stated that he would only serve his country as long as he was needed.92 

Moreover, the loss of his arm in battle was also used to validate his identity as a valiant 

87 Lesser acquaintances rarely showed concern for his family, as Chapter 3 will discuss in detail. 
88 New York Times, July 18, 1928. 
89 Arizona Republic, July 23, 1928. 
9° Funeral Oration of Aaron Saenz, FAPEC, AFT, fondo 13, serie 010207, expediente "235"/183: Obregon, 
legajo 3/3, foja 61-64, inventario 634. 
91 Alvaro Obregon to Humberto Obregon, February 1913, reprinted in New York Times, July 20, 1920. 
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and dutiful soldier.93 This statement invoked the sentiments of many revolutionaries who 

had sacrificed their homes, families, and lives for the good of the nation. 

International media attention illustrated the legitimacy that Alvaro Obregon had 

brought to the national office of President. Recognition of this legitimacy, even after his 

death, proves the lasting power wielded by the general. In life, Alvaro Obregon strove 

for stability and achieved international legitimacy. In death, he furthered the reputation 

that he had begun. 

Conclusions 

In 1928~ after years of being one step ahead, Alvaro Obregon was surprised by 

death and he paid the ultimate price for his power. His demise left a nation in jeopardy 

and two families in despair. The funeral ceremonies for the great caudillo afforded the 

government an opportunity to promote its legitimacy and maintain stability; it provided 

friends and loved ones a chance to bid him farewell; and perhaps, unintentionally, it gave 

his enemies the possibility to see that justice had been served. Yet Obregon did not 

participate passively in his farewell; his powerful identity escaped the bonds of death and 

continued to influence from beyond the grave both the action and beliefs of friends and 

foes. Throughout the ·ceremonies in Mexico City, on the journey to Sonora, and in the 

Huatabampo Cemetery, allies, enemies, and family members deferred to the caudillo's 

authority. The death of Obregon did not hurl the country into chaos; on the contrary, in 

92 New York Times, July 20, 1928. 
93 The New York Times calls him a "warrior hero who conquered Villa ... who lost an arm an won many 
scars in his country's defense.", New York Times, July 18, 1928. 
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death, the one-armed general strengthened the revolutionary regime and strengthened the 

allegiance of a nation of revolutionaries. 
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Chapter Two: 

FAREWELL IN FEBRUARY: THE EXECUTION AND BURIAL OF JOSE DE LEON 
TORAL 

On the afternoon of February 9, 1929, a telegram from the Federal District 

Penitentiary to President Emilio Portes Gil contained only two words: "Que ya".94 

Almost seven months after he killed Alvaro Obregon in the banquet hall at La Bombilla, 

Jose de Leon Toral received his sentence in front of the firing squad in the courtyard of 

the penitentiary. Portes Gil had denied Toral's attorneys' request for clemency a day 

before the execution, thus sealing the assassin's fate. The next day, Excelsior ran the 

headline "The Drama that Moved the Nation Had Its Epilogue in the Patio of the 

Penitentiary".95 

Many studies have focused on the drama, but few have examined its epilogue. 

The assassination and trial occurred when the future of Presidential succession remained 

uncertain and rumors surrounding the author of the crime abounded. By the time of the 

execution and the funeral, Calles already had decided to leave office and Portes Gil had 

been appointed interim president. Nevertheless, Cristero rebels remained a threat in the 

west central region, and the Church strike still had not been resolved.96 In fact, large 

numbers opposed Toral's execution. Like that of his target, Toral's burial received 

national and international attention. Unlike Obregon's funeral, the government forbade 

94 Unknown to Emilio Portes Gil, February 9, 1929. AGN, Colleci6n Presidenciales, Emilio Portes Gil, caja 
24, expediente 7791104. 
95 Excelsior, February 10, 1929. 
96 Quirk claims that no progress had been made between the assassination and the execution. The Mexican 
Revolution and the Catholic Church, 23 7. 
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any show of support for Toral.97 Regardless, more than one hundred thousand people, 

mostly women, turned out to bid farewell to the young assassin. When mounted police 

armed with drawn swords entered the cemetery, the crowd roared "Viva Toral". In 

claiming their right to view Toral's burial, Mexico City women, and some men, 

challenged the authority of the revolutionary government, demonstrated their opposition 

to its anti-clerical policies, and indicated a boundary between what they regarded as 

public and private space. The great show of support for Toral forced the government to 

compromise its enforcement of order and relinquish some control of the city to its 

residents. 

Antecedents 

Jose de Leon Toral was one of eight children born in Matehuala, San Luis Potosi 

in 1900 to a strict Catholic family. 98 His parents were originally from Jalisco and his 

father, Aureliano de Leon, worked in the mining industry. He grew up in Monterrey, 

Nuevo Leon and attended Escuelas Cristianas, a Catholic school. In 1911, the family 

moved to Mexico City.99 From the age of sixteen, he worked as a stenographer and 

office-boy. 100 Toral, or Pepe, as he was called by his family, showed an early interest in 

art and attended the Academy of Fine Arts. He worked for his father and also taught art 

97 Quirk mentions the large turnout at Toral's funeral, but says that the government did not interfere with 
the funeral. The pictures and news reports of the event disagree. The Mexican Revolution and the Catholic 
Church, 238. 
98 Ruiz Rueda, Jose de Leon Tara/, 54. 
99 Toral de De Leon, Memorias, 22. 
100 El Jurado, 84. 
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at the Colegio Cat6lico San Borja in Mexico City. 101 He also was active in sports, 

playing basketball with the Central Union and soccer and gymnastics at the Deportivo 

Intemacional. 1 02 He married Paz Martin del Campo in 1925 and they had three children, 

Martin, Esperanza, and Humberto, who was born while Toral was incarcerated. 

He became active in the Cristero movement in 1922.103 He was a member of the 

Asociaci6n Cat6lica de la Juventud Mexicana (ACJM) and the Liga Defensora de la 

Libertad Religiosa. 104 He was close friends with Humberto Pro Juarez, one of the leaders 

of the League in Colonia Santa Maria, who was executed in November of 1927 for 

conspiring to assassinate Obreg6n. 105 Their friendship began in 1920 after their soccer 

teams combined; Toral served as captain and Pro served as sub-captain for an ACJM 

team. 106 Toral assumed Pro's leadership position in the League after the execution. 107 

According toToral's testimony, Pro's death angered him, and he felt that the time 

for a peaceful resolution to the church-state controversy had passed. 108 He changed, in 

his words, "from a timid man to an active man". 109 Toral met Concepcion Acevedo y de 

la Llata, a Capuchin nun, known as Madre Conchita, in March of 1928. 110 On July 7, he 

had a conversation with her about the acci~ental death of the famous Mexican pilot, 

Captain Emilio Carranza, who died when lightning hit his plane in New Jersey. Toral 

101 Sanchez Gonzalez, El General en La Bombilla, 62. 
102 El Jurado, 87. 
103 Serrano Illescas, Un Crimen Que Cambi6 El Destino de Mexico, 10. 
104 For a discussion of these two religious organizations, see Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 278, 298, 303-
306,425. 
105 Many claimed that Humberto and his brother Father Miguel Pro had been falsely accused and executed. 
Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 313-315. 
106 El Jurado, 87, and Ruiz Rueda, Jose de Leon Toral, 57. 
107 Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 364. 
108 Ibid. 
109 El Jurado, 10. 
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commented that he wished that God had struck down Obregon or Calles instead. 
111 

Madre Conchita replied that only God knew, but she believed that the religious problem 

would not be resolved until Obregon, Calles, and Jose Joaquin Perez, the leader of the 

Mexican Apostolic church, died. 112 Toral testified that at that moment he had resolved to 

dispense with Obregon himself. 

He borrowed a pistol from Manuel Trejo, a fellow member of the League who 

was in hiding because of connections to a previous attempt on Obregon's life. 113 When 

Obregon arrived in the city on July 15, 1928, Toral followed him and waited outside his 

house until he had the opportunity to get close enough to shoot him. 114 The young 

assassin had his opportunity at La Bombilla. He entered the party on the pretext of 

drawing caricatures of the attendees. Obregon was seated at the center of the head table 

flanked by Aaron Saenz and Federico Medrano. A large sign constructed of flowers that 

spelled out "Homenaje de Honor de los Guanajuatenses al C. Alvaro Obregon" towered 

behind the table. 115 Toral moved between the table and the sign toward the general's 

right hand side. As Obregon looked up at the drawings, the cartoonist fired a shot into 

his face and five shots into his chest. 116 

110 Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 363. 
111 £/Jurado, 11. 
112 Perez was a former priest who served in the army and started his own church, the Mexican Apostolic 
Church. See, Quirk, Mexican Revolution and the Catholic Church, 140-141. 
113 Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 365. 
114 Dulles claims that Toral was a poor shot, Ibid. Toral also testifies that he wanted to get close to Obregon 
to shoot him. El Jurado, 14-15. 
115 A photo and description of the banquet is available in Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 368. 
116 The number of shots fired and entry and exit points of the bullets is contested. Discrepancies between 
the autopsy and first examination are used to argue for accomplices. Sanchez Gonzalez, El General in La 
Bombilla, 118. 
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Immediately after shooting the one-armed general on that Tuesday in July, Toral 

closed his eyes and waited for death. 117 As the knowledge that Obregon had been shot 

spread through the crowd, Toral was surrounded and disarmed. Many guns were cocked 

and pointed at him, but Aurelio Manrique, one of Obregon's closest friends, shouted 

"Don't kill him". 118 Topete also beseeched the crowd to exercise caution so that the 

authors of the crime could be uncovered. Thus, Toral's life was spared for the time 

being, and as the body of the president-elect was rushed to his house on Jalisco Avenue, 

the then-anonymous assassin was dragged to the office of the General Police Inspection. 

By the time Toral had reached the station, he had been badly beaten by angry 

Obregonistas. President Plutarco Elias Calles demanded to see the young man, but Toral 

refused to talk, except to offer that his name was "Juan". 119 In fact, his identity was 

misreported world-wide at first. The New York Times identified the man in custody as 

"Juan Escapulario". 120 Soon, Toral's real identity was extracted, and a cadre of alleged 

co-conspirators joined him in custody. While in custody, he asked to speak with his 

spiritual advisor, Madre Conchita, and she subsequently was arrested for conspiracy. 121 

The police, led by Chief Antonio Rios Zertuche, also arrested Toral's parents, his wife, 

several nuns, and a few members of the League. 122 Most of the arrested suspects were 

117 Many sources agree that Toral thought he would be killed immediately. Reportedly, a note was found on 
his person that said "To my family knowing that I am going to die in compliance with a principal, I send 
you my farewell, Signed, J." Sanchez Gonzalez, El General en La Bombilla, 39. 
118 Sanchez Gonzalez, El General en Ia Bombilla, 19. 
119 Ibid, 39. 
120 New York Times, July 18, 1928. 
121 Serrano Illescas, Un Crimen Que Cambi6 El Destino de Mexico, 12. 
122 Casasola, His to ria Grafica de Ia Revoluci6n, 1798-1801. 
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released after a few days, but Toral and Madre Conchita, supposedly the intellectual 

author, were charged with the murder. 

The trial did not begin until November 2, 1928 and was held in San Angel, the 

location of the murder. It garnered international attention and remained the focus of 

Mexico City's newspapers for its duration. 123 The courtroom was filled to capacity daily, 

and at times the proceedings had to be stopped because of the noise ofthe crowd. 124 

Radio station XFX of the Secretaria de Educaci6n Publica (SEP) broadcast the trial. 125 

When the verdict was reached on November 8, 1928, Toral was sentenced to death and 

Madre Conchita to twenty years. Toral maintained to his death that he acted alone, and 

that Madre Conchita had no knowledge of his intentions. 126 

Toral's defense lawyers appealed to the Supreme Court and its negative decision 

was handed down on February 6, 1929. Excelsior reported that Toral's father sat in the 

front row and the majority of the audience were middle and lower class women. 127 After 

the Supreme Court denied Toral an injunction on February 6, 1929 his attorneys filed a 

petition for executive clemency with President Portes Gil. Portes Gil received the 

petition on February 7, and ordered a twenty-four hour stay of execution to review the 

document. The next day, Portes Gil issued his decision to deny clemency. Dr. Jose 

Manuel Puig-Cassaranc, governor of the Distrito Federal, declared that, in compliance 

123 The details of the trial have been dealt with in several works listed in the introduction. 
124 Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 367. 
125 New York Times, November 3, 1928. 
126 New York Times, November 5, 1928. 
127 Excelsior, February 7, 1929. 
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with the penal code, the execution would take place within twenty-four hours ofPortes 

Gil's decision. 128 Toral was scheduled to die on February 9, 1929. 

February 8, 1929- The family says goodbye 

On Friday, Toral was informed that his appeal had been denied. The New York 

Times reported that he looked pale and exhausted, but that he received the news 

calmly.129 At noon, he was brought into the holding cell to await his sentence. 130 As the 

nation argued over his fate in those final days, the young man spent his time in prayer. 

Since he had decided to kill Obregon, Toral had been prepared for death. He also passed 

his time drawing and writing notes to his family, friends, and God. For example, he 

wrote "Lord, come quickly to reign; take my life". 131 The Arizona Daily Star reported 

that he made two final requests. 132 He asked for a clean shave and a last opportunity to 

visit his home and see his children. After the penitentiary received the final notice, 

Toral's family was permitted to visit him. His wife, Paz, introduced Toral to his youngest 

son, just born in January. He wrote notes to his family and to the guards at the 

penitentiary. Placido Cavazos, Chief of the Prison Guard, received a note from Toral on 

his handkerchief stating "Life is short; the majority happy, sad. Why not think about 

heaven?" Although visitation was limited to his family only, supporters tried to reach 

Toral in other ways. Excelsior reported that the penitentiary was flooded with messages 

128 New York Times, February 8, 1929. 
129 New York Times, February 9, 1929. 
130 Ibid. 
131 Centro de Estudios Hist6ricos de Leon Toral, private collection. 
132 Arizona Daily Star, February 9, 1929 
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for the young man. 133 Throughout his confinement, trial, and appeal process, large 

numbers of women in the city supported Toral, and continued to show it at his funeral. 

Execution Day- February 9, 19 29 

On the morning of February 9, 1929, Mexico City newspapers carried a notice 

from the police department prohibiting demonstrations and warning that disorder would 

be strictly punished. 134 General Lucas Gonzalez, Chief of the Central Police Department, 

stated that demonstrations would not be permitted at the execution or the burial and that 

participators would be arrested in accordance with Article 251 of the Penal Code. Two 

other articles on the front page of Excelsior mentioned that the penal code prohibited any 

kind of demonstration for the execution or funeral. 135 The city received due warning, but 

nevertheless, crowds began to gather outside the penitentiary. The guards had to rope off 

a 300 meter area in front of the entrance. 136 Chief Gonzalez personally checked 

credentials of members of the police reserves and officials who came to witness the 

execution. As it neared noon, many in the crowd worried that they would be unable to 

hear the gunshots from within the walls of the penitentiary. 137 

Inside the penitentiary, Toral was described as calm. During the morning, the 

execution time was pushed back thirty minutes. His parents and defense lawyers were 

permitted to see him. According to the New York Times, one of his attorneys could not 

133 Excelsior, February 9, 1929. 
134 Ibid and El Universal, February 9, 1929. 
135 Excelsior, February 9, 1929. 
136 New York Times, February 10, 1929 
137 Excelsior, February 10, 1929. 
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handle the sorrow and left. 138 Despite the three year long strike of the Church and the 

government's anti-clerical reforms, the government followed Article 249 of the Penal 

Code that guaranteed the right to religious guidance. On the morning of the execution, 

Toral's priest, Father Ignacio de Jesus Flores, was allowed in his cell to offer guidance 

and to administer last rites. The New York Times reported that Toral's legal right to a 

priest had been debated, but due to his intense religiosity, the government had followed 

law instead of practice. 139 The possibility of execution and burial without last rites was a 

reality. When Luis Segura Vilchis and the Pro brothers were executed in November of 

1927, they were buried without the benefit of clergy or ceremony. 140 Vilchis and the Pros 

did not have the advantage of seven months of publicity between their arrest and 

execution. Toral's popularity guaranteed more room for negotiation for him and his 

family. 

The guards led Toral to the penitentiary's courtyard, where the eight-member 

firing squad, led by Jose Rodriguez Rabiela, waited. In attendance were Felipe Islas, 

director of the penitentiary, Manuel Muzquiz Blanco, Armando Correa Bastar, agents of 

the Public Ministry, Daniel Franco Lopez, General Lucas Gonzalez, General Mijares 

Palencia, chief of the mounted police, Captain Cirilo Vieyra, Doctor Lozano Garza, Dr. 

Torres Torija, and several reporters. The penitentiary's prisoners watched from the 

windows of their cells. 141 Toral stood, with his arms tied behind his back, in front of a 

138 New York Times, February 10, 1929. 
139 Ibid, February 9, 1929. 
140 New York Times, November 23, 1927. Several sources detail the assassination attempt on Obregon by 
these men. See, for example: Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 313-315; Quirk, The Mexican Revolution and 
the Catholic Church, 186, 212. 
141 New York Times, February 10 ,1929. 
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large wall built of sand-filled bags. The firing squad let go its torrent of bullets at 12:45 

p.m., and the young assassin's body fell to the ground. The Arizona Daily Star reported 

that Toral's body twitched after falling, and Rodriguez Rabiela fired a final shot into the 

body with a pistol given to him by Obregon. 142 The doctors checked the body to verify 

its death. 143 In addition, many papers reported that Toral had attempted to shout "Viva 

Cristo Rey", but the bullets aborted his cry to a short "Viva". 144 The New York Times 

reported that he died "with a great show of courage" and "with a smile on his face". 145 

Madre Conchita, also in custody at the penitentiary, was reported to have heard the shots 

in her cell. 

The same afternoon, the corpse was taken by ambulance to his parent's home on 

Sabino Street in the Colonia Santa Maria la Ribera. 146 Several cars followed as the 

ambulance left the penitentiary. The execution took place at 12:45 p.m. and the body 

reached the family home around 4:15. The trip home crossed the city; as the penitentiary 

was located on the eastern side of the city and Santa Maria was located on the western 

side. Unfortunately, no newspaper accounts of this journey exist. 

The Body Returns Home 

Crowds, the majority of them women, began to gather outside the Toral family 

home on 214 Sabino Street in Santa Maria. 147 This suburban neighborhood had been 

142 Arizona Daily Star, February 10 ,1929. 
143 Casasola, Hist6ria Grafica de Ia Revoluci6n, 184 7. 
144 See New York Times, Excelsior, and El Universal, February 10, 1929. 
145 New York Times, February 10 ,1929. 
146 Excelsior, February 10 ,1929. 
147 Excelsior, February 11, 1929. 
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established in the 1880s for middle class families. Its residents consisted of skilled 

workers, merchants, and professionals. Their homes were constructed in a modem style 

that featured decorative moldings on the fa<;ade, grilled windows, and a long, enclosed 

patio. The colonia was regarded as cleaner and healthier than other neighborhoods. Its 

residents used utensils, had running water, and bathed more regularly than in the city's 

lower class tenements. The educated religiosity of middle class women made them 

regular Mass attendees who had personal ties to their priests. The neighborhood was 

sometimes the site of violence provoked by everyday quarrels, but the police rarely got 

involved .148 These characteristics made the neighborhood a good choice for the Toral 

family, who built a home there in 1926. 149 The death of the young, religious man of the 

community brought the devout women and men of the neighborhood into the streets, to 

their windows, and onto their rooftops. When the police and fire department entered their 

barrio, they were unaccustomed to such encroachment. Men and women reacted to the 

government's violation of their space. 

Female friends of the family waited outside since morning in anticipation of 

greeting the body. Women waited on balconies and roofs to get a good view, and 

photographers took pictures of the crowd from open windows. Only family members and 

close friends were allowed inside the house to await the body's arrival. Police officers 

attempted to restrain the crowd and limit the numbers that gathered outside the house, 

even before the corpse arrived. Some women, dressed in black, claimed to be relatives, 

148 Although Johns description is of Santa Maria during the Porfiriato, the neighborhood was still 
considered middle class in the 1920s. Michael Johns, The City in the Age of Diaz (Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 1997), 28-29,47,49,77. 
149 Centro de Estudios Hist6ricos Jose de Leon Toral, private collection. 
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and got angry when told they could not enter the house. Others in the crowd called to 

those inside to let them in. Many women remained outside, praying in unison and 

singing. Excelsior reported that a rock was thrown out of a window on Sabino street at a 

policeman, which prompted the police to shoot into the air to disperse the crowd. Despite 

the newspaper's focus on women, men also lined up to pay their respects (See Illustration 

6). 

After waiting until after 4:00p.m., many began to wonder if the body would 

arrive. Shortly thereafter, the ambulance turned onto Sabino. Excelsior reported that the 

noise of the crowd grew as prayers, rosaries, and uncontrollable sobbing erupted. Yet the 

wails ofToral's parents, the reporter claimed, could be heard above the noise of the 

crowd. The coffin was carried by his cousin, Pascual Toral, and friends, Francisco 

Ramirez Benfield, Martin del Campo, Luis Garduno, and Antonio de la Mora and placed 

in the room furnished as a temporary chapel. 

Mourning women carrying vases with lilies of the valley filled the patio of the 

Toral's home. Inside the chapel, the walls of the room were covered with black fabric. 

More than twenty floral offerings filled the room. One featured a heart made of pansies 

mixed with gardenias. Four large candelabras surrounded the coffin. A large gold cross 

stood between two of the candelabras. A silver Christ adorned the lid of the coffin. The 

description of the chapel shows that the government did not interfere with the religious 

aspects of the ceremony. No law restricted private religious practices, but the 

government had prevented religious ceremonies in the past. 
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When the time came to open the coffin, mourners crowded the room so tightly 

that it had to be cleared. Then Father Ignacio de Jesus Flores anointed the coffin with 

holy water. The masses pressed for a closer look and the family was forced to close the 

doors to the chapel room. Still, they could not clear it completely of mourners. To make 

room to clean the body a human chain had to be formed around the coffin to hold back 

the crowd. Excelsior's reporter claimed that he got near enough to the coffin to see 

Toral's face, but it was covered with a white cloth. Women clamored outside because 

they wanted a chance to see the corpse and touch it with small handkerchiefs, pieces of 

cloth, and rosaries. 

While the doctor prepared the body, Toral's mother joined her husband in the 

patio where they discussed plans for the burial with the funeral agency, Eusebio Gayosso. 

Toral's wife stayed outside the chapel and sat in a comer of the patio. Only close friends 

and family members were allowed access to the grieving widow. At times she was joined 

by her mother-in-law. Toral's father, Aureliano de Leon, handled the questions, most 

frequently about the burial, from the crowd. 150 

In the hour that had passed since the arrival of the body, the crowd outside grew 

and the number of police had doubled in an effort to disperse the crowd. Firefighters 

arrived at the scene sounding their horns, and then sprayed the crowd and pedestrians 

indiscriminately to clear the street (See Illustration 7). The New York Times reported that 

"an unruly crowd of women ... of all stations of life" tried to enter the Toral's home and 

150 This section based on reports from Excelsior, February 10, 1929. 
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were pushed away by the firefighter's hoses. 151 From the balconies of several homes 

across the street, people threw rocks at the police and firemen. Firefighters fought back 

by aiming their hoses towards the roofs and balconies, but the spectators stood their 

ground. The police tried to go through one house to reach the roof, but the owner refused 

entry without a warrant. 152 Once calm was restored, the firemen set up barricades to 

control the movement of the crowd; they allowed visitors to stand in line to see the body. 

The mourners filed past the body and viewed the face under the glass of the coffin. By 

evening, the line to see the body still stretched down Sabino street and the family had to 

limit each person's viewing time. Women especially stood, inordinately gazing at the 

body. The police and firemen returned after 9:00p.m. because the crowds had grown 

again. The policemen fired shots in the air that alarmed many in the neighborhood , but 

no one was injured. 

Excelsior reported that the funeral would be held in the Pante6n Espanol at 4:00 

p.m. on Sunday, February 10. The family planned a simple and restrained service, 

complying with the orders of the Chief of Police. The funeral announcement printed for 

Toral on the day of his execution asked on the behalf of"his afflicted parents, wife, 

children, siblings, political brothers, and other relatives" to 'beg to God Our Savior for 

the eternal rest of the deceased's soul."153 It also contained information on the time and 

place of burial on Sunday. The announcement did not appear in any of the major 

newspapers, and it is unclear who received the notice. Nevertheless, the residents of 

151 New York Times, February 10,1929. 
152 Excelsior, February 11, 1929. 
153 Centro de Estudios Hist6ricos Leon Toral, private collection. 



60 

Mexico City came out of their homes and into the streets to bid farewell to the young 

assassin. 

February 10,1929- The Funeral of a Martyr 

At 4:00p.m. on February 10, 1929 the body of Jose de Leon Toral began its 

journey to the Pante6n Espafiol, located on the western edge of the city. Reports 

estimated crowd attendance exceeded 100,000 and the New York Times claimed it was 

the largest public gathering in the past few years. 154 In 1921, the national census 

measured Mexico City's population at 906, 063, almost 55% of who were women. 

Furthermore, 96% of women in Mexico City defined their religion as Catholic. 155 

Neither religious preference nor gender guaranteed support ofToral, but the combination 

of the two increased the likelihood of support. Conservatively, more than 10% of the 

capital's female population attended the funeral. 

Cars lined the streets so those inside them could get a look at the coffin as it left 

the home. 156 Spectators populated roofs and balconies along the route as well. Mounted 

police and firefighters attempted to control the crowds. Police began organizing the 

motorcade and clearing the streets an hour before the start of the cortege. Motorcycle 

police arrived at 4:45, and the hearse and other cars in the cortege lined up behind them. 

Excelsior reported that the lead motorcycle in the march was driven by Captain 

Rodriguez Rabiela, the man who delivered coup de grace shot toToral's body. 

154 New York Times, February 11, 1929. 
155 Mexico, Departamento de la Estadistica Nacional, Censo general de habitantes: 30 de noviembre de 
1921 . Mexico: Talleres Gnificos de la Naci6n, 1925-1928. 
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Photographers and film operators focused on the coffin as it was carried on the shoulders 

of the deceased's friends and loaded into the hearse. Firefighters sprayed the crowds 

with hoses, and many women angrily fought back by throwing stones. 

The motorcade left the colonia, with difficulty because of the crowds, by going 

down Sabino, Rosa, and Cedro until it turned on Tacuba road. The growing crowd along 

the funeral route threw flowers that showered the hearse. Excelsior noted that women 

dominated the crowds along the route, which included San Cosme, Tlaxpana, and 

Cristobal Colon. The crowd strained to get a closer look at the hearse and the police were 

unable to contain them. Women targeted Rodriguez Rabiela shouting at him and trying 

to hit him. The women shouted in defiance "Viva Toral" while they threw flowers at the 

coffin. Hundreds of cars waited on the side streets to try to join the cortege. Excelsior 

noted that gritos and sirens sounded when the cortege passed the Agriculture School. As 

the body passed the famous tree of the Noche Triste, women kneeled before it throwing 

flowers and "vivas". The closer the motorcade got to the cemetery, the larger and more 

unruly the crowd became. The police pushed into the crowd, striking out with the butts 

of their rifles. Still, the masses surged forward, and the police drew sabers. At the 

intersection of Toluca and Calzada, a group of women attacked the soldiers trying to hit 

them, but they were pushed back. At every intersection, the police in the motorcade were 

attacked with insults and defiant "vivas". 

A large crowd had already gathered by the entrance of the cemetery, making it 

difficult for the cortege to pass. Some spectators pushed closer to try to grab a flower off 

156 Excelsior, February 11, 1929. 
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of the wreaths as a memento. Only Toral's family and friends and some reporters, a 

group of about fifty people, were allowed to pass through the gates. Despite the police's 

efforts to keep people from entering, many pushed through. Others scaled the walls to 

attend the funeral. The multitude shouted and prayed and "produced pathetic scenes that 

cannot be described." Women prayed in union and sang hymns ending with shouts of 

"Viva Cristo Rey". Inside the funeral chapel, the solemn ceremony proceeded, led by the 

two priests that had been with Toral before the execution. The crowd continued to grow 

within the cemetery and gathered around the open grave. A group of mounted police 

rushed the crowd, trying to herd them out of the cemetery. The coffin, covered by the 

flag of the Liga Defensora de la Libertad Religiosa, emerged out of the chapel and the 

pallbearers carried it to the grave. The crowd sang the Himno a Cristo Rey, the Eucharist 

Hymn, and" as the first shovel-full of dirt fell over the coffin" they sang the National 

Anthem (See Illustration 8). This suggests that the mourners who might have opposed the 

revolutionary government still identified themselves and Toral as citizens of Mexico. 

The throng pushed closer to a last look as the grave was closed. 

In the crush of the crowd and clashes with police, three people were killed and 

over thirty were injured. Carmen Ordonez was hit in the forehead and sustained several 

other injuries. She was taken to the Red Cross in serious condition. Salvador Sanchez 

was hit by a piece of brick thrown by another participant as he tried to avoid the 

firefighter's hoses. Another man, Dionisio Flores, received injuries to his chest when a 

policeman struck him with the butt of his rifle. Excelsior reported that many in the mob 

sustained minor injuries, but received treatment at the scene by the Red, White, and 
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Green Cross units. The majority of the throng supported Toral, but one incident was 

reported in Tlaxpana where a man shouted "Viva Obregon". Several mourners in the 

crowd attacked him. 157 Government officials were overwhelmed by the size of the mob, 

and were forced to yield public space to them. 

Conclusions 

Mexico City's streets filled with faithful mourners and curious bystanders for Jose 

de Leon Toral's funeral. They showed their support by wearing black, showering his 

coffin with flowers, and crying "Viva Toral" as the police tried to hold them back. The 

funeral provides an opportunity to see how the government and its citizens negotiated the 

anti-clerical restrictions exacerbated by the Cristero Rebellion. By stating officially that 

no demonstration should be made for Toral, the government enforced its legitimacy 

against the assassin's. Yet the government did not interfere with Toral's request for last 

rites, or with the family's request for a church burial. Still, the government made itself 

present during the wake, cortege, and funeral with members of the police, fire 

department, and army. Moreover, allowing Rodriguez Rabiela, the leader of the firing 

squad, to lead the cortege, gave the government symbolic and actual authority over the 

event. These government representatives acted violently against the crowd when they 

believed that the show of support had become too boisterous. The residents of Santa 

Maria viewed the scene from their balconies and rooftops. When attacked with fire hoses 

and frightened with gunshots, they claimed their right to mourn by attacking the officials 

157 Excelsior, February 11, 1929 
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with rocks, bricks, and fists. In addition, they marked the boundaries between public and 

private space by refusing entrance to their homes. 

Attendance at the funeral was an act of political protest, and the majority of the 

protestors were women. They challenged the government's anti-clerical policies by 

praying and singing religious hymns in the streets. By singing the National Anthem, 

mourners identified themselves as Mexicans without identifying themselves as 

revolutionaries. In a nation where the government placed paramount importance on the 

authority and legitimacy of the Revolutionary Family, the thousands of mourners in 

February fought to mourn for another family. 



Chapter Three: 

THE REVOLUTION IN CORRESPONDENCE: FAMILY AND GENDER IN 
CONDOLENCE LETTERS AND PARDON REQUESTS, 1928-1929. 
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Men and women physically participated in mourning by attending the funerals for 

Obregon and Toral. Attendance at Obregon and Toral's funerals provides some hints at 

citizens participation and understanding of revolutionary ideology. Yet individual voices 

are lost in the actions of the masses. People attended the funerals for a variety of reasons, 

from a desire to show support and respect to a beloved leader to mere curiosity. While 

attendance at Obregon's funeral indicates support for the revolutionary government, it 

does not measure citizen's understanding, acceptance, and use of the idea of the 

Revolutionary Family. Correspondence measures the use of revolutionary discourse by 

individuals in a way that funeral attendance cannot. 

In the few days after July 17, 1928 men wrote to regional and national political 

leaders, offering their condolences for the "irreparable loss" of President-elect Alvaro 

Obregon. In the few days preceding the execution ofhis assassin on February 9, 1929, 

women wrote to some of the same leaders, pleading for clemency for Jose de Leon Toral. 

Not only do the letters show how the deaths affected men and women, but also how the 

government interpreted and responded to its citizens' concerns. The condolence letters 

for General Obregon allowed men a chance to re-pledge their commitment to the 

revolution. In contrast, the pardon requests allowed women a chance to protest against 

the path that the revolution had taken. Both women and men used the discourse of the 

family to argue their position. 
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Thomas Benjamin has argued that in the 1920s the Sonorans attempted to bring 

order and unity to the nation through the construction of the so-called revolutionary 

family. Benjamin asserts that by 1928 la Revolucion was close to being solidified and 

that Alvaro Obregon's assassination acted as an accelerating force in the unification and 

formation of a Revolutionary Tradition. 158 Benjamin's study offers a view on the 

construction of the Revolutionary state through cultural practices such as festivals and 

holidays. The scope of his work does not consider how the government's narrative 

project was accepted or contested on an individual level. Instead, Benjamin offers his 

book as a starting point for future research of alternate forms ofmemory. 159 With the 

death of the symbolic and actual head of the Revolution, the correspondence allows us to 

examine to what extent the concept of la Revolucion was accepted by individuals and 

groups. In so doing, men and women not only expressed their views on the future of the 

nation, but also participated in its reconstruction. 

Condolencias for the Revolutionary Family 

As the news of General Obregon's death spread, men in Mexico and abroad sent 

messages of condolence to many different leaders. Condolences were addressed to 

President Calles, Sonoran Governor Fausto Topete, Personal Secretary Fernando 

Torreblanca, and Minister of War, Joaquin Amaro among others. The variety of letter 

writers ranged from governors to former soldiers to farmers, but the authors were 

158 Benjamin, La Revoluci6n, 22. 
159 1bid, 33. 
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exclusively male. 160 Most individual condolences were sent as telegrams, and group 

condolences, such as one from the Liga Nacional Campesina, were published as flyers. 

International condolences from heads of state were sent to President Calles. 161 In 

addition, El Universal printed excerpts from condolences and protests sent by 

organizations such as La Federacion de Sindicatos Obreros del DF and El Partido 

Socialista del Sureste. 162 Some of the letters were eloquently composed, and others 

contained spelling and grammar errors. Despite the variety of the letters, clear themes 

emerge in the language of the condolences. Letter-writers employed first-person 

pronouns, emotional language, and invocations of the revolution to portray themselves as 

wholly committed to the revolutionary family. 163 

Men expressed a sense of familiarity and personal connection to the dead general 

by using pronouns such as "mi" and "nuestro". For example, General Amado Aguirre of 

Baja California called Obregon "mi inolvidable General". 164 Not only do General 

Aguirre's words show that he felt a connection to Obregon, but also, by using the title of 

"General", he placed himself in a position of service to him. Another soldier from Baja 

California, Raul H. Leon, referred to Obregon as "mi general" in the first part of his 

160 In the four archives I consulted in Mexico, I found only two women's names in condolence letters after 
Obregon's assassination. Both of these letters were from the United States and were signed by husbands 
and their wives. See, Archivo General del Estado de Sonora, Torno 89, Tranquilidad Publica, 011952/89. 
(cited hereafter as AGS). 
161 For example, Washington Luis, President of Brazil, sent Calles a condolence for the "tragic 
disappearance of Obregon". Washington Luis to Plutarco Calles, July 21 , 1928, AFT, fondo 11, serie 
060100, exp. 5: Prensa Brasilefia, legajo 1, foja 23, invent. 5049. 
162 El Universal, July 19,1928. 
163 Unless otherwise noted, all translations are my own. 
164 Gen. Amado Aguirre to Fausto Topete, July 20, 1928, AGS, Torno 89, Tranquilidad Publica, 
011952/89. 
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telegram and "nuestro general" in closing. 165 By using "mi" Leon claimed a familial 

connection to the dead general and by using "nuestro" he connected himself with Fausto 

Topete, thus including himself within the Revolutionary family. Although neither of 

these men referred to the revolution explicitly, their language implied a sense of 

belonging to Obregon, the most popular figure of the revolution. 

Furthermore, men did not shy away from showing affection for the general or 

emotion over his demise. In letters to Joaquin Amaro, men called Obregon "unjefe 

querido" or a "carifioso amigo" and referred to the "dolorosa impresion", "irreparable 

perdida sufrida" or the "duelo nacional". 166 In a group of condolences sent to Fausto 

Topete, phrases such as "profundamente constemada" and "intensisimo dolor" 

demonstrated the depth of mourning. 167 These emotional words showed that men wanted 

to express a personal connection in addition to the political connection to Obregon. His 

death was a painful blow to the revolution, and to the men who identified with it. 

After expressing their sorrow at the loss of Obregon, most men offered their 

commitment to the revolution as a way to assuage the pain. For example, La Liga 

Revolucionaria de Estudiantes de la Republica published a full-page condolence for the 

general. The flier, signed by the all-male board of directors, invoked Obregon's 

reputation as a caudillo, calling him the "highest exponent of national caudillos". 168 The 

165 Raul H. Leon to Fausto Topete, July 17, 1928, AGS, Torno 89, Tranquilidad Publica. 011952/89 
166 All of the condolence letters to Joaquin Amaro, the Minister of War, are still being catalogued. There is 
no specific order to the letters, but they are all in the same expediente in Archivo Joaquin Amaro, Serie 03, 
Subserie 13, expediente: 251, in proceso de catalogaci6n. Asesinato de Alvaro Obregon. (archive cited 
hereafter as AJA). 
167 AGS, Torno 89, Tranquilidad Publica. 011952/89 
168 La Liga Revolucionaria de Estudiantes de la Republica, AGS, Torno 89, Tranquilidad Publica. 
011952/89 



letter pledged that the work of the revolution would continue without rest. In fact, the 

students portrayed Obregon's death as an uniting event that strengthened the "great 

revolutionary family". 169 Again, as with the individual condolences, the student group 

did not shy away from expressing emotion at the loss of its symbolic brother, but its 

tireless commitment to the revolution would "drown the furious cry of desperation" .170 

As its name shows, the student group believed in the idea of the reified Revolution, and 

their referral to the "revolutionary family" demonstrates their acceptance of the Sonoran 

project. 
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The loss of such a popular and powerful leader in the family left a void that men 

eagerly pledged to fill. For example, La Liga Nacional Campesina issued a bulletin to 

the campesinos and workers of Mexico. It contained the text of the message that the 

League's directors had sent to President Calles. The organization pledged its support to 

Calles, and demanded that he do everything possible to rescue the Revolution. The 

bulletin served several purposes. First, it informed members of the steadfast devotion the 

league had demonstrated to the Revolution. The National Committee wrote that they "had 

not wavered one instant to define their position". Second, by recognizing Calles as the 

supreme commander of the Nation, the organization defined its political alliance to what 

they believed to be the new head of the Revolutionary family. Third, by proclaiming that 

that the organization would give all its support to the capture and punishment of the 

perpetrators because not only did "the interests of the Revolution demand it", but also 

"the Working Class and Campesinos" demanded it, the League placed itself firmly within 

169lbid. 



the ranks of the Revolution. Thus, the National Campesino League reaffirmed its 

relevance to its national leader and to its followers by mourning a fallen leader. 
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Likewise, individual men used Obregon's death as an opportunity to restate their 

commitment to the revolution. In return, government officials urged the men to make 

good on their offer in the future, should duty call. In a telegram to Governor Topete, 

Raul H. Leon stated that he was a "humble soldier" under Obregon and that now he was 

"a sus ordenes". Where the former soldier's prior allegiance in the revolution had been to 

Obregon, by offering his new allegiance to Topete, he implied that, for him, Topete 

would fill part of the void left by Obregon. In a standardized response sent by Jesus G. 

Lizarraga, on behalf of Topete, the governor made clear his appreciation of the soldier's 

offer. The response letter matched the tone and language of the condolence letters. 

Lizarraga called Obregon "our dignified general". The use of"our" included Leon in the 

revolutionary family and justified his condolence. The letter closed by stating, "espera 

este Ejecutivo que en caso ofrecido, encontrani a usted en el firme cumplimiento de su 

deber como revolucionario y como mexicano."171 The response letter ensured that the 

man' s offer was acknowledged and implied that his support not only defined him as a 

revolutionary, but also as a citizen of Mexico. Therefore, the condolence response 

furthered the government's project to institutionalize the Revolution. In this way, 

Revolutionary became synonymous with Mexican. 

The expressions of intense sorrow and collaboration were rarely extended to 

Obregon's actual family. In fact, none of the letters from Mexican men mentioned or 

170 Ibid. 
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much less offered condolences to Obregon's wife and children. In contrast, for some 

international leaders, offering their respects to the grieving wife came before offering 

condolences to the nation. For example, Arizona Governor W.P. Hunt telegraphed 

Topete to ask him to express his "profound sorrow to the family of General Alvaro 

Obregon in their time of great bereavement". 172 Hunt closed by calling Obregon a "very 

great patriot" whose "untimely death is a very great loss to his country and humanity". 

For Governor Hunt "family" most certainly meant Maria Tapia and the children, but for 

Topete and others, the true victims belonged to the revolutionary family. 

Upon hearing of Obregon's assassination, Governor Topete sent many urgent 

telegrams and letters to President Calles and others about the coordination of the funeral 

train and the official observance of mourning for the state of Sonora. On the night of July 

17, Topete sent a telegram to the 37 municipal presidents of Sonora to inform them "with 

deep sorrow" of the general's "cowardly assassination" and to order an eight-day period 

of mourning. He followed the next day with an official decree that increased the period 

of "official grief' to nine days. Also on the 17, Topete sent a telegram to Abelardo 

Rodriguez that gave him an update on the "cadaver of our J efe Obregon" and offered the 

use of an airplane so that Rodriguez could attend the funeral. Despite his urgent 

maneuvering to disseminate information about Obregon's death, Topete did not send a 

message to Maria Tapia until the day after Obregon's death. His short telegram simply 

stated " Accept my sincere condolence for the irreparable loss of our beloved General 

171 Ibid. 
172 W.P. Hunt to Fausto Topete, July 17, 1928, AGS, Torno 89, Tranquilidad Publica. 011952/89. 
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Obregon". 173 His perfunctory message contrasts with the language of the messages that 

Topete sent to his peers. For example, a telegram he sent the same day to Francisco Bay 

at the National Palace proclaimed that "I cannot explain to you the dismay that reigns 

between us because of the assassination of our beloved irreparable Jefe". The next day, 

Topete sent Sefiora Obregon another telegram that conveyed a less official tone: "I 

understand your deep pain and I sincerely share it because of the vile assassination of our 

beloved and irreplaceable partner and friend that we will cry for eternally". 174 Topete's 

second letter expresses deeper emotions, but still claims joint ownership of the general by 

calling him a "partner and friend" instead of"your husband". For revolutionaries like 

Topete, Obregon belonged to them as much if not more than he did his family. In spite of 

Topete's attempts to offer condolences to Obregon's family, the revolutionary family's 

grief was his principal priority. 

The language of the condolence letters suggests that men understood the idea of 

the Revolutionary family that the government was trying to promote and many expressed 

allegiance to it. Certainly, not all men felt sorrow at the death of Obregon. Cristero 

rebels, family members of Luis Segura Vilchis and the Pro brothers, and other 

adversaries probably felt relief, if not jubilation. 175 The men who wrote were those who 

identified themselves as revolutionaries. Whether authors utilized revolutionary 

discourse in their letters because they believed in it or because they thought it would put 

173 Fausto Topete to Maria Tapia, Viuda de Obregon, July 18, 1928, AGS, Torno 89, Tranquilidad Publica. 
011952/89. 
174 Fausto Topete to Maria Tapia, Viuda de Obregon, July 19, 1928, AGS, Torno 89, Tranquilidad Publica. 
011952/89. 
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them in a favorable position remains unknown. The choice of who to send the condolence 

to suggests that men used Obregon's death to make their support known to leaders who 

they identified as power brokers. The language of condolence letters made it clear that 

Obregon's death damaged the revolutionary family. That family consisted of men. By 

expressing their sympathy over the death of the general, men across the nation used the 

identity of Alvaro Obregon to define what it meant to be part of the Revolution. The 

collective sense of loss felt by the nation enabled the national government and regional 

leaders to obligate men to reaffirm their allegiance to the Revolution; Apparently, the 

void left by the greatest general of the Revolution could only be filled by the cooperation 

of the nation of men. 

Gender in Pardon Requests and Congratulatory Letters 

The assassination of Obregon surely saddened many women in Mexico, but none 

chose to express that sorrow to government officials. 176 Perhaps women sent notices to 

Senora Obregon, but if so, the letters do not exist in the archives. Nevertheless, women 

did not remain silent on the controversy surrounding the general's death. As the 

execution of Obregon's assassin loomed closer, women began to write to government 

officials and their wives to plead for the pardon of the young cartoonist. Women wrote 

175 Luis Segura Vilchis and Humberto and Miguel Pro were Cristero rebels that were executed in 1927 for 
the attempted assassination of Obregon. See Robert E. Quirk, The Mexican Revolution and the Catholic 
Church 1910-1929 (Bloomington: Indiana University, 1973), 213-214. 
176 The role of women within the Revolutionary Family, especially as wives and sisters-in-law to 
revolutionary leaders has yet to be examined, but could provide a fuller portrayal of women's role in the 
construction of the myth. For a anecdotal history at the lives of first ladies in Mexico, See Sara Sefchovich, 
La suerte de /a consorte. Las esposas gobernantes de Mexico : His to ria de un olvido y relata de un fracaso 
(Mexico: Oceano, 1999). 



74 

unanimously to request pardon for Toral. The total number of pardon requests is 

relatively small in comparison to the population, but their existence, coupled with the 

large female turnout for Toral's funeral indicates that many women opposed the 

execution. Men wrote to express their views on the execution as well, but, for the most 

part, they applauded government officials for carrying out the death sentence. Women's 

strong objection to the execution shows their disapproval of the revolution. As pro and 

con sides argued the execution, both used discourse that alluded to the family in their 

arguments. 

Propaganda supporting Toral's execution targeted women. One anonymous flier 

proclaimed "Widows and orphans of the Revolution- We ask the jurors, in the name of 

those who sacrificed themselves for the Revolution-Justice! !"177 This discourse 

included women within the Revolutionary family and argued that his execution would 

bring justice for their husbands. Another flier argued that Toral and Madre Conchita 

were not true Catholics and should be punished for their deception. 178 Still another 

claimed that the "mutilated ones of the Revolution ask that the verdict be applied full 

force". 179 Although two of the fliers did not mention women specifically, the use of"los 

mutilados" referred to the men who died in the Revolution and the Catholic argument 

appealed to the large group of Catholic women who were the strongest opposition to the 

execution. The fliers implied that women were the ones left to experience the pain of 

those men who had sacrificed their lives for the Revolution. Furthermore, by killing 

177 Anonymous Flier, Archivo General de la Nacion, Collecion Presidenciales, Emilio Portes Gil, caja 24, 
expediente 779/104, (cited hereafter as AGN). 
178 Ibid. 
179 Ibid. 
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Obregon, Toral became an enemy of the Revolution and opposed everything the 

women's beloved men had died for. 

Obviously, many women were not swayed by this argument, and they used their 

concept of family and justice to contest it. The telegrams that women sent to Calles, 

Emilio Portes Gil and others succinctly stated their wish. A message sent to President 

Calles from the Directora de la Sociedad Artistica Intemacional C.L. implored "in the 

name of Mexican mothers, ask for the pardon of the death penalty that will be imposed 

on Jose Leon Toral". 180 Guadalupe Cuevas, from Mexico City, wrote "we await your 

justice and pardon Toral". 181 Another resident of Mexico City, Maria Patino wrote "we 

beg for clemency, grant the pardon ofToral". 182 Some women appealed to Portes Gil's 

role as a father. Julia Melgar wrote, "in the name of your little daughter, we earnestly 

plead to pardon Toral". 183 In addition to writing to Portes Gil, Some women appealed to 

his wife, Carmen. A group of eighteen women sent a telegram to the first lady ask her to 

pardon Toral in the name of her daughter. Carmen responded that she had given the 

request to her husband. 184 Women's invocation of the children and direct appeal to 

leader's wives indicates their attempt to challenge the power of the government with the 

influence of family. 

180 
A.E. Villasenor de Enriquez to Plutarco Calles, October 23, 1928, AGN, Colleci6n Presidenciales, 

Obregon-Calles, caja 31, expediente 104-E-89. 
181 Guadalupe Cuevas to Emilio Portes Gil, February 8, 1929, AGN, Colleci6n Presidenciales, Emilio 
Portes Gil, caja 24, expediente 7791104. 
182Maria Patifio to Portes Gil, February 8, 1929, AGN, Colleci6n Presidenciales, Emilio Portes Gil, caja 24, 
expediente 779/104. 
183 Julia Melgar to Portes Gil, February 8, 1929, AGN, Colleci6n Presidenciales, Emilio Portes Gil, caja 24, 
expediente 779/104. 
184 Carmen Portes Gil to Ventura Luna, et. al., February 8, 1929, AGN, Colleci6n Presidenciales, Emilio 
Portes Gil, caja 24, expediente 779/104. 
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Women even wrote to Obregon's widow, Maria Tapia, to plead for Toral's 

pardon. It is uncertain how many women wrote to her in Sonora. Toral's daughter 

claimed that her mother wrote to Maria Tapia, but the whereabouts of the letter were 

remain unknown. Toral's mother, Maria Toral, also was reported to have written to 

Maria Tapia in October of 1928.185 Luckily, at least one request has survived in the 

archives. In a long letter written to the widow on November 15, 1928 by Maria Luisa G. 

de Fernandez, Maria Tapia's role as a mother, a wife, and a Mexican were invoked to 

persuade her to request the pardon ofToral. 186 Maria Luisa opened the letter by stating 

that her motivation was neither political nor religious, but humanitarian. By removing 

political or religious motivation, she appeared less biased, and implied that the recent 

political and religious events had been inconsiderate of humanity. Despite her initial 

claim at objectivity, Maria Luisa tried to appeal to Maria Tapia's religious morals by 

stating "we know that you are a good person and that you are Christian". In addition, 

Maria Luisa argued that Maria Tapia would demonstrate those qualities by making "the 

greatest sacrifice" and asking for the pardon ofToral. The author implored that it would 

be a "heroic act". Rhetorically, Maria Luisa appealed to the widow's doubts: "Is this too 

much to ask of a woman and a Mexican mother?" In response she argued "No, Sefiora 

you that has suffered so much, understands suffering" and that by pardoning Toral, Maria 

Tapia would honor Obregon with "the greatest monument ... to his memory". 

Furthermore, the woman wrote that "the true cause" of the crime was "the long suffering 

185 Robleto, Obregon, Toral, y La Madre Conchita, 362. 
186 Maria Luisa G. de Fernandez and Gumersindo Berlanga to Maria Tapia, Viuda de Obregon, November 
15, 1928, Archivo Fernando Torreblanca, Fondo 13, serie 010207, "252"1118: Gaxiola, Ignacio. Legajo 1, 
foja 43, inv. 569, (cited hereafter as AFT). 
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that has come to exasperate the minds". Toral himself, she argued, was disgraced by his 

criminal behavior. Although she did not mention the Revolution explicitly, "the long 

suffering" most likely referred to the eighteen years of fighting that had tormented 

Mexico. In closing, Maria Luisa again appealed to Maria Tapia as a mother: "Senora, it 

is to your heart as a mother and a wife that we call to: in the name of your children, pity 

for those children who will be orphans! In the name of what you have suffered, in the 

name of your own pain, pity for this-other innocent women that has already suffered 

and will be left a widow!" Using the same discourse as the pro-execution flier targeted at 

women, Maria Luisa challenged that killing Toral would only cause more pain and 

suffering for women who had already suffered too much because of the Revolution. 

The archival records are unclear as to whether or not Maria Tapia ever saw the 

letter. Ignacio Gaxiola, Obregon's friend and business advisor, sent the letter to 

Fernando Torreblanca because he interpreted a threatening tone. At the end of the letter, 

Maria Luisa stated that "you will have the tranquility of knowing that not one drop of that 

blood will fall over you nor your children."187 Gaxiola informed Torreblanca that the 

letter writers had been apprehended and questioned that their intention was not to 

threaten Maria Tapia and her children, but only to make a favorable gesture on Toral's 

behalf. The man who signed the letter, Gumersindo Berlanga, who happens to be the 

only Mexican man on record in the archives besides Toral's defense lawyers to ask for 

his pardon, stated that the only reason he signed the letter was because he was the one 

who typed it. Like many men, Gumersindo probably supported Maria Luisa's 

187 Ibid. 
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statements, but perhaps he chose to deny his support to avoid trouble or because the 

language of the letter was so strongly feminine. 

None of the women who sent telegrams referred to the revolution in their 

protests. Toral was an enemy of the Revolutionary family, so any mention of the 

Revolution would defeat their argument. Nevertheless, women still used the discourse of 

the family to argue that Toral should be spared. In women's words, the sanctity of the 

actual family was more important than retribution for the Revolutionary family. 

Although women made up the majority of people protesting Toral's execution, a 

few men also wrote in opposition. Toral's defense lawyers, Demetrio Sodi, J.G. Cueto 

and Jose Garcia Gamendi sent the official pardon request to Portes Gil on February 7, 

1929.188 Portes Gil issued an immediate twenty-four hour suspension of the death 

sentence. All of the women's telegrams addressed to Portes Gil were written on February 

8, suggesting an organized, last-minute effort made by the women in conjunction with the 

official request from Toral's defense lawyers. The pardon request outlined the legal 

issues of the sentence, including the president's ability to grant the request. The defense 

lawyers appealed to Portes Gil's "feelings of piety and mercy" and portrayed the crime as 

one committed by a man "under the empire of an obsession that easily ruled his weak 

mind". 189 In addition, Toral's lawyers appealed to modem ideas and argued that since 

Portes Gil was involved in creating a new penal code, he should apply these modem ideas 

to the current case. The official request did not invoke any ideas of family or revolution. 

188 Demetrio Sodi, et. al. to Emilio Portes Gil, February 7, 1929, AGN, Colleci6n Presidenciales, Emilio 
Portes Gil, caja 24, expediente 779/104. 
189 Ibid. 
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In addition, L.F. Hannssen-Meyer, a reporter for Deutscher handelsund 

Nachrichtendienst, a German-American news service, sent the President a copy of an 

article he had written that opposed capital punishment. 190 The introductory letter stated 

that Portes Gil has an important part in the "Leon Toral issue", and he believed that 

knowledge of the article would help the president with his decision. The article used 

historical examples of societies that had abolished the death penalty to argue that modem 

nations do not use capital punishment. These two examples of men's requests 

demonstrate that a gender divide existed in the method of argument for Toral's pardon. 

While women argued that the execution would cause more suffering for women and 

children, men argued that the execution would be detrimental to the establishment of a 

modem nation. 

After receiving the official request from Toral's defense lawyers on February 7, 

1929 Portes Gil issued his decision later that same day. He declared that the assassination 

of General Obregon brought "enormous anxiety" to the nation and that press around the 

world reported on the indescribable crime. 191 In addition, Toral had been tried and 

convicted in a court of law and his appeal had also been denied by the Supreme Court. 

For the president to grant clemency, it would lead to the conclusion that the judicial 

system had failed in some way. Portes Gil also added that the public conscious had 

spoken through the popular jury. He claimed that to reverse the earlier judgements would 

be to show disrespect to these Institutions. The supplications of the women who wrote to 

190 L.F. Hannssen-Meyer to Emilio Portes Gil, February 1, 1929, AGN, Colleci6n Presidenciales, Emilio 
Portes Gil, caja 24, expediente 779/104. 
191 Emilio Portes Gil to Licenciados J.G. Cueto, Jose Garcia Gamindo y Demetrio Sodi, February 7, 1929, 
AGN, Colleci6n Presidenciales, Emilio Portes Gil, caja 24, expediente 779/104. 
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the president on February 8 were futile because the decision had already been made. Still, 

the President responded to the women's requests with a short telegram that stated, "I 

lament the impossibility of attending to the petition contained in your telegram of 

today."192 At least more attention had been paid to Mexican citizens than foreigners. 

The German reporter did not receive a response until February 12, three days after the 

execution. 193 Had the women sent the requests earlier, Portes Gil's response most likely 

would have been the same. His justification for denying the pardon, excluded 

consideration of many opinions. Clearly Portes Gil's decision represented not the public 

conscious, but the revolutionary male conscious. 

As women wrote desperately to spare the life of the young cartoonist, men wrote 

to praise Portes Gil for denying clemency. For example, Carlos Castehin Melo from 

Pachuca, Hidalgo wrote to Portes Gil on February 8, 1929, a day before the execution. 

Melo expressed his satisfaction that Portes Gil had denied the pardon because Toral 

would receive the "just punishment for the crime committed" .194 Melo went on to say 

that he "considered himself within the ranks of the Revolution" and "still a supporter of 

the illustrious General Obregon". Lie. Manuel Jimenez, of the First Court of the Superior 

Tribunal of Justice, also congratulated Portes Gil. Jimenez wrote that, by denying the 

pardon, Portes Gil honored the "transcendental revolution". In closing, he asked that the 

192 Portes Gil to Maria Patino and Guadalupe Cuevas, February 8, 1929, AGN, Collecion Presidenciales, 
Emilio Portes Gil, caja 24, expediente 779/104. 
193 Adolfo Roldan to L.F. Hannsen-Meyer, February 12, 1929, AGN, Collecion Presidenciales, Emilio 
Portes Gil, caja 24, expediente 779/104. 

194 Carlos Castelon Melo to Portes Gil, February 8, 1929, AGN, Collecion Presidenciales, Emilio Portes 
Gil, caja 24, expediente 779/104. 
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President remember his "civic faith" and "patriotic solidarity". 195 As with the death of 

Obregon, men used the death of an enemy of the revolutionary family to confirm their 

commitment to it. 

Conclusions 

The condolence letters and pardon requests that men and women sent following the 

assassination of Alvaro Obregon show the depth of acceptance and understanding of the 

myth and memory ofla Revolucion. Men's language in their telegrams of mourning 

indicated that they felt a personal connection to Obregon, the Caudillo of the Revolution, 

and promised their continued commitment to the transcendental revolution. 196 The 

absence of condolence letters from women suggests that even if women felt sorrow, they 

did not identify it with the same leaders as men did. When the assassin of the leader of 

the Revolution faced execution, women broke their silence to protest in the name of the 

children, mothers, wives, and widows of Mexico, thus contesting Portes Gil's claim that 

the public conscious demanded that Toral die. 

This correspondence suggests that while women surely had a concept of the 

Revolution their vision of it strongly differed from men's. Obregon and Calles promoted 

a vision that focused on the construction of a unified, transcendental revolutionary 

195 Manuel Jimenez to Portes Gil, February 8, 1929, AGN, Colleci6n Presidenciales, Emilio Portes Gil, caja 
24, expediente 779/104. 

196 Benjamin calls Obregon "the Caudillo of the Revolution" and refers to the "transcendental revolution" 
that the Sonorans attempted to construct. The phrase "transcendental revolution" also shows up in 
condolence letters." Benjamin, La Revoluci6n, 73. 
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family. 197 In contrast, women's memory, as expressed in their pardon requests, focused 

on the wives and children whose families were still being broken apart by the Revolution. 

These pardon requests do not represent the beliefs of all Mexican women, but they do 

show how one segment of them contested the official history and memory of "la Gran 

Revolucion". Further examination of women's conceptualization and memory of this 

period will provide a more complete understanding of the multiplicity of ways that 

women experienced and remembered the Revolution. 

197 Benjamin, La Revoluci6n, 68-73. 
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Chapter Four: 

THE MEN AND THEIR MYTH IN POPULAR MEMORY: CONTESTED 
IDENTITIES IN CORRIDOS, LITERATURE, AND COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS 

The official history of the Revolution portrays Jose de Leon Toral as a weak-

minded Catholic fanatic who was manipulated into murdering Alvaro Obregon by the 

shrewd nun, Madre Conchita. Obregon's death robbed the country of its most esteemed 

revolutionary, a fearless, nearly invincible man who had worked tirelessly to bring peace 

to the shattered nation. This version of events was constructed quickly, espoused in the 

public trial of the criminals, and recorded in newspapers, corridos, and revolutionary 

memoirs. Despite regime's attempt to promote this myth, an alternate history was 

remembered and nurtured by corridistas, biographers, and the assassin's own family. 

The construction of the myth of the Revolution began as soon as revolutionaries 

took power. By 1928 the Revolution was close to being solidified and Obregon's 

assassination acted as an accelerating force in the unification and formation of a the 

tradition. 198 Yet, the national program for commemoration still had not been established 

and local and individual groups had the opportunity to choose what people and events to 

honor. 199 Obregon's death and his assassin's execution presented individuals the 

opportunity to support or challenge the official memory of the revolution. Mexicans did 

so by commemorating the event in song, writing biographies and histories of the men, 

and offering memorials for the assassin. 
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The Official History 

The official identity of Obregon as the embodiment of the Revolution (discussed 

in detail in Chapter 2) has been used to legitimate and challenge the ruling party. Seven 

years after his death, a group of revolutionaries, including Aaron Saenz, published a 

group of essays called Obregon: Aspectos de su vida. Their subject defines his identity 

by praising his military accomplishments, social, agrarian, and education reform, his 

revolutionary spirit, and his abilities as a statesman. 200 In all, he was the perfect 

revolutionary. Although the way he has been remembered has not remained static, 

certain aspects of his identity, including his success as a military leader, have remained 

constant. 201 

The official history of Toral has not vilified him so much as it has emasculated 

him. Starting with the trial in 1927, he has been portrayed as timid, easily influenced, 

and obsessive. Newspapers, family, prosecutors, and even Toral's attorney promoted a 

vision of the young man that was less than macho. His slim physical appearance, his 

quiet, calm attitude, and his own testimony supported this depiction. 202 

The reputations that the two men developed in life were free to be promoted, 

challenged, and reinterpreted in death. The men's memories have been invoked not only 

for their own sake, but also as a tool for individuals to discuss issues of nation, gender, 

and family. 

198 Thomas Benjamin, La Revoluci6n: Mexico's Great Revolution as Memory, Myth, and Hist01y (Austin: 
University of Texas, 2000), 22. 
199 Knight's lecture 
200 Ruben Romero et. al., Obregon: Aspectos de su vida (Mexico: Editorial Cultura, 1935). 
201 Buchenau notes how the memory of Obregon's identity has changed since his death. 
202 Heilman, "The Demon Inside", 35-37. 
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Family, Nation and Gender in Corridos 

From almost the moment the country learned of the general's death, the event 

began to be commemorated in the popular art form, the corrido. This form of music was 

popular during the revolution, and many heroes, such as Zapata and Villa, had their own 

song. The corrido represents the views of the Mexican masses. 203 It recorded a popular 

memory and history of the revolution, and often countered the official history.204 

Before and after their deaths, the general and his assassin were commemorated in 

song. This section analyzes three corridos written about the event to demonstrate its 

multiple interpretations. The authors and original composition dates are unknown for the 

majority of corridos. The first, the "Comdo de Alvaro Obregon", is attributed to the 

corridista Samuel Lozano, who also wrote "La Persecusion de Villa" and "El 

Fusilamiento de Felipe Angeles".205 The second is the "Corrido de Toral" recorded by 

the Trovadores Tapatios in February of 1929. The third and most original corrido is "El 

Radiogram a", recorded by Guadalupe Guzman and J. Rosales in 1931.206 These corridos 

show how official and alternate memories were expressed in popular form. 

Put simply, the death of Obregon makes a good subject for a corrido because of 

its mysterious details. The corridos narrate the basic information, most of which seems to 

203 Merle Simmons, The Mexican Corrido as a Source for Interpretive Study of Modern Mexico, 1870-
1950 (Indiana University Humanities Series. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1957), 7. 
204 Benjamin shows this through an analysis of corridos about Madero, Villa, and Zapata, but he does not 
examine Obregon, La Revoluci6n, 56-57. 
205 Robleto does not offer a precise date of composition, but claims that he first heard the corrido five 
months after the assassination. My translation, Samuel Lozano "El Corrido de Alvaro Obregon" in 
Robleto, Obregon, Toral, La Madre Conchita, 275-281. 
206 "Corrido de Toral" and "El Radiograma", Trans. by Guillermo E. Hem{mdez, available on The Mexican 
Revolution Corridos, compact disc, 1996. 
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have been gleaned from newspaper reports, about the assassination. For example, the 

"Corrido de Alvaro Obregon" starts by giving the date and the location of the crime. In 

addition, it offers the name of the assassin and the murder weapon, including the number 

of shots fired. "El Radiograma" includes the date as well as the approximate time of 

Obregon's death. The "Corrido de Toral" offers details from the assassin's perspective. 

For example, the lyrics state that Toral stood trial and was sentenced to death by the court 

and recounts how Toral followed Obregon for several days looking for a chance to shoot 

him, until he found it at La Bombilla. The lyrics even recount small details such as the 

name of the orchestra playing when the murder was committed to give verisimilitude to 

the song. 

Despite the appearance of truth, discrepancies remain in the lyrics. Both the 

"Alvaro Obregon" and "Toral" corridos mention that the guests wanted to kill Toral, but 

that his life was spared. Lozano credits Ricardo Topete with saving the assassin's life 

that day and "Toral" credits the anonymous "soldiers". The "Corrido of Toral" mentions 

Madre Conchita's conviction as well, but she is left out of Lozano's song. In the 

"Corrido de Toral" the assassin fired "six-shots with precision", while in Lozano's 

corrido, there were only five. These discrepancies show that basic information can be 

subject to the errors of memory. In fact, the omissions and contradictions possibly could 

have been intentional, for the sake of the rhyme and meter. Besides recounting the 

narrative of the assassination, the corridos offer judgements on the character of the 

general and his assassin. Three themes of contention stand out in the corridos: Obregon' s 
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qualities as a leader, the general's place in the afterlife, and Toral's portrayal as a martyr 

or an assassin. 

Obregon acted as a peacemaker who stabilized the government and promoted the 

idea of the Revolutionary Family and Tradition. His identity portrayed in corridos 

demonstrates how his official reputation as Caudillo of the Revolution was accepted and 

contested. Obregon's appearance in corridos suggests that he was upheld as a popular 

hero. Yet not all corridos portrayed Obregon in a favorable manner. 

Lozano's "Corrido de Alvaro Obregon" offers the general his highest praise. It 

retells the story of the assassination in La Bombilla and portrays Obregon as a leader who 

protected the people and led the nation to peace. Since the details of Obregon's death 

lack heroism, the corrido intersperses tales of his victories on the battlefield with the 

narrative of the assassination. Obregon was the hero of" a thousand triumphant 

combats" who had cemented his reputation in the battle of Celaya. The corrido praises 

his victories at Ocotlan and Leon. Lozano writes that "in his military life, he was always 

a glorious hero" who "defeated giants". He accomplished his victories in battle with his 

"decorated sword". Moreover, Obregon's seeming invincibility in battle was praised by 

Lozano. One couplet states" he suffered neither pain nor affliction by the bullet or the 

shrapnel." In another stanza, Lozano claims that shrapnel "respected his memory". In 

tum, his reputation of invincibility makes his death unexpected. It asks, "Who could 

ilnagine something like this that produced so much damage?" The corrido argues that it 

is inconceivable that such a decorated hero could be defeated, especially while eating 

lunch. 
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For Lozano, Obregon was a powerful man that deserved the respect of the nation. 

Yet his power was derived not only from his ability on the battlefield, but also his 

humility. The lyrics claim that "he never had ambitions to be a triumphant man". He 

garnered the admiration of the pueblo because he understood the people and because "he 

was a man of the earth." Lozano portrayed Obregon as an "example to the world" 

through his generosity, honesty, and devotion to this country. The other corridos do not 

praise Obregon's success as a general, but they also do not deride it. More than any 

other aspect of the general's identity, his prowess in battle is hard to contest. Therefore, 

the other corridos challenge Lozano's description by judging how he won his battles. 

"El Radiograma" argues that Obregon achieved his power through a series of 

betrayals and that he was a "disloyal, treacherous, and no-good one-armed man". The 

corrido recounts his arrival in hell. He is greeted by all those whom he betrayed along 

the way, and it is up to them to decide his fate. The first men to greet the general are 

Amulfo Gomez, Francisco Serrano, and Carlos Vidal, the officers that were executed for 

rebelling against the Obregon re-election in 1927.207 Then Carranza greets Obregon and 

the general admits his complicity in his assassination, saying "I know you are angry for 

what happened in Tlaxcalantongo." Villa also confronts Obregon directly, stating "You 

gave orders ... so that he and his soldiers would assassinate me." The corrido also 

depicts Obregon as cowardly, saying that he "turned yellow" upon seeing Carranza. 

207 Serrano and Gomez were opposition candidates to Obregon in the 1928 election. They openly rebelled 
against the government because they doubted the possibility of a fair election, and were promptly captured 
and executed. Meyer, Sherman, and Deeds, The Course of Mexican History, 568. Luis Vidal was also part 
of the rebellion and was slated to serve as provisional president. He was executed along with Serrano on 
October 3, 1927. Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 350-351. 



Furthermore, his position as leader of the Revolution is removed in hell and Carranza 

reestablishes his leadership of the condemned revolutionaries. 
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Obregon's identity also is contested through the words the corridos use in place of 

his name. Lozano refers to him by his name, "Presidente-electo", "General Obregon", 

"Presidente amado", and "hijo de esta tierra". The corrido portrays him as a whole man, 

capable of being a good leader, a good soldier, and a humble son; he is never called "el 

man co" by Lozano, and the tale of the lost arm is omitted. In contrast, the "Corrido de 

Toral" and "El Radiograma" label Obregon "el manco" several times. In fact, the 

revolutionaries in hell recognize the general by his missing arm, reminding the listeners 

that Obregon's was not invincible and defining his by his failures rather than his 

successes. 

The corridos also disagree in their imagining of Obregon's afterlife. While many 

of the details of the assassination were gathered from newspapers, the assumptions and 

details beyond the grave allowed more room for creativity. These songs use the 

archetypes of hero and villain to support and challenge the myth of the revolution. 

Lozano's corrido imagines that Obregon was accepted into heaven after his 

assassination. He calls the general a "serene soul" that heaven "snatched" from the 

nation. Moreover, it mentions that the general now "rests in peace on his hacienda in 

Sonora". In fact, the corrido instills Obregon with god-like powers: "Obregon was 

always a sun that lit up the west." Lozano's corrido does not go into detail about 

Obregon's place in heaven, but the accomplishments and qualities of the general in life 

assure his peaceful rest. 
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In contrast, the corrido "El Radiograma" imagines a much different afterlife for 

the one-armed general. Obregon arrives in hell immediately after his death. He is met by 

twelve men whom he betrayed during the Revolution. When greeted by his enemies, 

Obregon is forced to rely on those still on his side, including Satan and Luis Morones. 

Yet even Satan's approval could not prevent Obregon's fear upon seeing Carranza. 

Behind Carranza came Lucio Blanco and Pancho Villa. 208 Carranza orders the others to 

judge the general. Trying to defend himself, Obregon argued that he understood their 

anger but told Carranza "just as you had an Herrero209
, I found a Leon Toral". Still, each 

confronts him with his complicity in his murder. Serrano tells him "For the wrongdoings 

you committed, whether you repented or not, you were measured with your own scale." 

Gomez argues that with Obregon's deaths "the time has come for all of us to be 

together." Gomez's comment suggests a double meaning. In one way, he attempts to 

smooth the conflicts of the past and encourage the reconciliation of the dead 

revolutionary family. In another, by telling Obregon that he is now one of them, he 

dishonors him by saying he is no better than those he had killed. In addition, Gomez 

addresses him as "Sefior Obregon" instead of President or General, thus further 

undermining his authority. Despite Gomez's invitation, Lucio Blanco refuses to forgive 

Obregon and the group, including Miguel Peralta, Rueda Quijano, Rafael Martinez de 

208 Lucio Blanco had served with Obregon in the Constitutionalist forces, but had sided with Villas at the 
Aguascalientes Convention. In June of 1922, Blanco was found dead in the river on the Laredo border, 
supposedly by the wishes of the Obregon government. Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 7, 11, 115. 
209 General Rodolfo Herrero led the ambush on Carranza in Tlaxcalantongo that resulted in his death. 
Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 43-48. 



Escobar, and Horacio Lucero decides to send him to the "Head Devil".210 In a final 

judgement by his peers, Obregon is condemned as the worst of them all. 

The corridos not only suggest a memory of Obregon by retelling his story, but 

also address how Mexicans should remember him. "El Radiograma" imagines that 

Obregon's pays for his crimes. It opens by stating "With a plaintive and sad tone the 

following radiogram has arrived from the Mansion of Hell to the Mexican nation." The 

nation is informed of all Obregon's betrayals and his memory as an honest leader is 

tarnished. This depiction argues that the citizenry was well-aware of their leaders' 

shortcomings and contested the government's efforts to idolize them. 

Lozano's corrido asserts that Obregon will live on in the memory of the nation. 

Moreover, the corrido describes the qualities of Obregon that should be remembered. 

One stanza states that "In peace and in war he always could govern, being a son of this 

land, should be remembered." Obregon's greatness would be remembered not only in 

Mexico but "in all the nations". 

The corridos vary in their portrayal and sympathy towards Toral as well. 
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Lozano's corrido depicts Toral as a nobody who surprisingly killed the greatest leader in 

Mexico. The corrido labels Toral's deed as a "felony", a "crime", and a "betrayal". It 

also challenges Toral's divine support by stating that "the entire sky darkened" after the 

general died. 

Conversely, the "Corrido de Toral" offers justification to the assassin's actions. 

He killed Obregon because "he was tired of being abused." Therefore, "Toral went to 

2 10 All were killed during Obregon' s re-election campaign. See Dulles, Yesterday in Mexico, 342-354, and 
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prison avenged". It also challenges the timid identity ofToral, by depicting him as a man 

"armed with courage" who "fulfilled his mission with a sure hand." Toral's corrido 

portrays him as "only a martyr of his faith". These descriptions challenges the notions 

that the murder was politically motivated or engineered by rival political leaders such as 

Morones or Calles. 

Toral's corrido refers to him as "Jose Toral", "martyr", and "amante esposo". By 

calling him by his name, the song personalizes him and adds dimension to his identity. In 

contrast, Lozano's corrido only refers to him by name twice. The rest of the song refers 

to him as "el asesino", "cualquier desconocido", "asesino felon", "asesino inclemente", 

and "asesino inmundo". In Lozano's corrido, just as in the official history, Toral only has 

one identity, that of Obregon's assassin. 

The sympathetic portrayal of Toral continues when the corrido describes his last 

meeting with his wife. The song emphasizes the connection of the immediate family by 

saying that he met with his wife and small son. Paz "with her child in arms, fell to her 

knees asking compassion for her beloved husband." Madre Conchita asks God for 

forgiveness for the government, implying that God's wishes were that he be spared. The 

lyrics of the corrido correspond with the argument that many women made when 

requesting his pardon. 

Overall, the corridos maintain and challenge the official identities of Obregon and 

Toral by judging their qualities as good people. This offers listeners a mythic 

interpretation of the Revolution that uses the archetypes of good and evil. Obregon's 

Casasola, Historia Grafica de la Revoluci6n, 1757-1767. 
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goodness is defined by masculine qualities, including his military talent and his 

presidential devotion to his country. In tum, Toral is evil because he stole from the 

nation its highest representative. Toral is an enemy of Obregon, and therefore an enemy 

of the nation. 

The counter-interpretation asserts that Toral is a martyr that fulfilled a mission 

from God. His execution was lamented and the government would need a pardon from 

heaven for their action. Toral's goodness is defined by his commitment to God and his 

role as a loving father. Conversely, Obregon's evilness is depicted through his betrayal 

of his symbolic, revolutionary family. His betrayal of revolutionaries like Gomez and 

Serrano who had served under Obregon was equivalent to symbolic infanticide. 

Carranza's death equaled patricide, and Villa's equaled fratricide. Despite Obregon's 

actions in life to promote the concept of the unified, revolutionary family, corridos such 

as "El Radiograma" emphasized the internal destruction that plagued it. 

Contested Memories in Literature 

Toral's unique motives and his position outside the Revolutionary Family create 

conflict about his identity. The official memory of the Revolution may have marked 

Toral as an enemy, but an alternate image was created and sustained by some Catholics 

and the assassin's family. The efforts to support and to challenge the official history has 

made Toral the most written-about assassin of the revolution. 

Heman Robleto's 1935 account of the event called Obregon, Tara/, y La Madre 

Conchita upholds the official history. Robleto criticizes Toral by questioning his 
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masculinity, his mental stability, and his public endorsement. First, he portrays Toral's 

lack of masculinity by recounting an event that occurred while he attended art school. 

Robleto claimed that Toral only attended his anatomy drawing class when the nude 

models were male. Once after mistakenly entering classroom that had a female model, 

he rushed out extremely flustered by the discovery. Second, Robleto belittles Toral by 

depicting him as an incompetent, feeble man. He describes Toral as "feverish" during the 

days that he tracked the general. Moreover, Robleto uses an interview with Toral's 

father, Aureliano De Leon, given shortly after Toral was arrested, in which he claimed 

that Toral had diphtheria as a child, which left him physically and mentally weak. Third, 

and finally, Robleto questions public support ofToral before and after his death. He 

portrays Toral as a shy man, unknown in his community before the assassination. He 

refers to the crowd at the funeral as "curious". This suggests that the massive attendance 

signified nothing more than the curiosity of Mexico City residents.211 

Several books emerged in the years after his execution that attempted to rescue 

Toral's reputation. This alternate memory contested Toral's portrayal as a weak-minded, 

effeminate young fanatic who had acted under the influence of a manipulative nun. 

These works contest Toral's identity by using themes of nationality, family, gender, and 

sp iri tuali ty. 

In 1936, Fernando Robles published El Santo que Asesin6: vida, crimen y 

calvaria de Jose de Leon Tara/, a three-hundred page biographical novel of the assassin's 

life. Robles ties the fate of the nation to the fate ofToral He dedicates the book to 

211 Robleto, Obregon, Tara/, La Madre Conchita, 285-471. 
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"Mexican youth" to praise "those who died defending the soul of the patria in times of 

revolutionary destruction". For Robles, "revolutionary destruction" indicates the 

violence of revolutionaries and their restrictions on the Church. Robles closes his story 

with Toral's execution in front of the firing squad. Robles declares that Toral "is dead . . 

. so dead like the Mexican soul that will stay lifeless in the hands of Toral for a long time, 

for the shame of those that did not know how to defend the Fatherland when it was 

struggling wanting to dissolve forever the evil spirit that, symbolized in our shield by the 

serpent, fights since centuries past to keep the Mexican destiny of the triumphant eagle." 

.
212 In closing as in the beginning, Robles ties the story ofToral to the story of Mexico. 

The Revolution had not benefited Mexico as portrayed in the official memory. By killing 

Toral the nation had lost its soul to the serpent. Robles challenges the government's 

attempt to conflate national identity with the figure of the revolutionary. 

In 1972, the memoirs of Maria Toral de De Leon, Toral's mother, were published 

as part of the "La Verdadera Historia" series. Maria Toral claimed that her objective was 

to perpetuate the memory of her son for his descendents and to ensure that "his true 

history passes intact to posterity". She constructs the memory ofToral through the lens 

of the family. She refers to him by his nickname, Pepe, throughout the narrative. Maria 

recalls that the early years ofPepe's life were filled with happiness. She portrays him as 

equally dedicated to his work, the Church, his soccer team, and his family. Yet she 

noticed a change in his composure after the execution ofHumberto Pro. His dedication 

to the Liga Defensora de la Libertad Religiosa became so intense that he rarely rested. 

2 12 Robles, El Santo que Asesin6, 324. 
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Maria claims that she first knew that her son had killed Obregon on the afternoon of July 

17, when El Universal Graft co reported that the assassin was a young cartoonist dressed 

in a brown suit. Maria challenges some of the claims made by Heman Robleto, arguing 

that he had mistakenly categorized the family as poor and that his depiction of the female 

nude incident was out ofPepe's character. She justifies her knowledge and 

understanding of the situation by repeatedly saying that she is his mother.213 Narrating 

Toral's history from his family's perspective countered the negative image promoted by 

the Revolutionary Family. 

In 1975, Ramon Ruiz Rueda published Jose de Leon Toral, the ninth in the series 

"La Verdadera Historia". Rueda was a founding member of the Liga Nacional Defensora 

de la Libertad Religiosa in 1925. He reconstructs this biography by using the trial 

proceedings and offering his interpretation ofToral's words. His analysis counters the 

official, effeminate characterization of Toral with one that emphasizes his focus and 

spirituality. Rueda supports Toral's claim that he acted alone and demonstrates it by 

printing the words "Yo solo" in bold every time Toral claimed it in the trial records. 

Rueda challenges the psychologists' assessments that Toral had suffered a mental 

collapse and had obsessively tracked Obregon. Instead, he offers evidence that Toral 

testified calmly and clearly remembered his actions. Rueda argues that these are not the 

qualities of an insane , but a "normal" man who loved his life and his family and who had 

been forced to fight against tyranny.214 This argument attempts to restore Toral's 

masculinity by portraying him as a courageous husband and father who had given his life 

2 13 Toral de De Leon, Memorias, 1, 28, 36, 41 , 45 . 
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to protect them. Rueda further justifies Toral's action by qualifying its details. He 

claims that the assassination committed by Toral differs from others in history because he 

acted selflessly. For Rueda, Toral is a hero with a Christian spirit who made the 

"supreme sacrifice" for the benefit of the Church, the pueblo, and the patria.215 

Commemoration of a Martyr 

February 2004 marked the seventy-fifth anniversary of the execution of Jose de 

Leon Toral. His name has appeared intermittently in the media, but has fallen out of 

memory for many Mexicans. When I visited his grave during the summer of 2003 in the 

Panteon Espafiol, I asked the cemetery worker who had guided me to it if he knew who 

he was. He replied that he did not, and when I told him, he seemed surprised and said "I 

never knew". Others have imposed an artificial barrier to his memory. Obregon's 

daughter, Mona, said that no one ever mentioned Toral's name in front of her mother.216 

Yet others in the nation have endeavored to maintain his memory and challenge the way 

that he has been portrayed. 

Commemoration ofToral's life began less than a year after his death. The first 

occurred on March 19, 1929, his saint's day. An announcement for the event not only 

invoked his religiosity, but also his nationality. Toral, "the glorious Mexican martyr" and 

the "maximum hero of our nationality" sacrificed his life for "the salvation of the patria". 

214 Ruiz Rueda, Jose de Leon Toral, 36. 
215 Ibid, 45. 
216 Sefchovich, La Suerte de Ia Consorte, 231. 
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The announcement recalled the broad support that Toral had, noting that the pueblo 

supported him and that the "patria cries for him" ?17 

· Likewise, on February 9, 1930, the first-year anniversary of his execution was 

observed. The announcement portrayed Toral as "the most heroic soldier of Christ Our 

King" who had made a "sublime sacrifice". His execution was attributed to the hate and 

revenge of the revolutionary government, led by the "satanic" actions of the "Calles 

maximato". In bold letters the announcement closed "TORAL NO HA MUERT0".218 

Both memorial announcements were produced by Toral's family, but unfortunately, it is 

not clear to whom they were sent. 

Memorials occurred not only in Mexico, but also in the United States. The 

"Anacleto Gonzalez Flores" group of the Union Nacional Mexicana held a ceremony in 

Los Angeles, California. The announcement called Toral "the most valiant figure of 

religious persecution in our hurting country." According to the group, Toral "gave his 

life to save the life of the pueblo".219 In closing, the announcement compared Toral to 

the Biblical David. 

These celebrations were viewed with suspicion by some Mexicans. For example, 

the ceremony in Los Angeles was attended by a man named Alvaro Basail. Basail was 

horrified that Toral was being honored as a martyr. He sent a letter including a copy of 

217 Announcement for the celebration ofToral's saint's day, March 19, 1929. Centro de Estudios 
Historicos Jose de Leon Toral, private collection. 
218 Announcement for the first-year anniversary ofToral's death, February 20, 1930, Centro de Estudios 
Historicos Jose de Leon Toral, private collection. 
219 Grupo "Anacleto Gonzalez Flores" de la Union Nacional Mexicana memorial announcement, FAPEC, 
APEC, expediente 1, Basail, Alvaro, legajo 1, foja 5, inv. 554. 
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the program to Plutarco Calles. He remarked that the "nefarious organization" was 

. h . 1 c h 1" 220 promoting t e assassin as an examp e to young at o tcs. 

Memorial ceremonies for the young Catholic challenged his identity in several 

ways. First, they separated the concept of Mexican nationality from the figure of the 

revolutionary. Doing so contested the discourse that the revolution had changed Mexico 

for the better. Second, characterizing Toral as a soldier put him on equal footing with 

Obregon, and placed him within the ranks of the Cristeros. This legitimated his deed as 

an act of war instead of an ordinary murder. Third, portraying the revolutionary 

government as evil and Toral as a martyr argued that the government's actions were in 

vain against the power of God and his representative. In fact, it dismissed execution as a 

fruitless endeavor because "Toral no ha muerto". Fourth, invoking the support of the 

patria and the pueblo legitimated Toral's portrayal as an alternate national hero. Yet the 

independent monitoring of Mexicans like Basail ensured that Toral's alternate memory 

did not go uncontested. 

The name Jose de Leon Toral stands out strongly in the memory ofEsperanza De 

Leon, his daughter, and Licenciado Jorge A. De Leon De La Mora, his nephew. Lie. De 

Leon founded the Centro de Estudios Historicos Jose de Leon Toral in Colonia Santa 

Maria la Ribera in Mexico City. According to Lie. De Leon, the Center's objective is to 

promote the study of the Cristiada. In so doing, the Center adds an official character to 

the petition for canonization of Jose de Leon Toral.221 Esperanza De Leon, a nun in 

Hidalgo, has assisted in gathering documentation for the petition. By 2003, the Center 

220 Alvaro Basail to Plutarco Calles, February 27, 1930, FAPEC, APEC, exp. 1, Basail, Alvaro, leg. 1, foj. 
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had closed due to lack of funds, but Lie. De Leon has amassed a large library that 

includes books, photographs, and Toral's original paintings and sketches. The Center 

also donated a two-volume portfolio of documents and pictures to the library of the 

Ayuntamiento archive of Mexico City. The collection is dedicated to "the memory of 

Jose de Leon Toral, who sacrificed everything for the reign of Christ the King".222 Lie. 

De Leon allowed access to his library and provided me with materials that he has 

d . h . f h. 1 223 presente 1n t e commemoration o 1s unc e. 

He exhibited a photographic presentation for the hundredth anniversary ofToral's 

birth. 224 The photographs reveal how the family still strives to control his identity. The 

pictures depict many aspects ofToral's life, including his childhood, hobbies, marriage, 

and execution. The presentation opens with the logo of the Center that features a self-

portrait of Toral. In it, he is clean cut and dressed in a suit and bow-tie. His picture is 

framed by cross imposed on a yellow background (See Illustration 9). The logo's 

wholesome portrait ofToral with religious imagery emphasizes his spirituality. The 

presentation highlights his masculinity and his spirituality. 

Several photos show Toral in various sporting activities, such as basketball, 

soccer, gymnastics, and boxing (See Illustration 1 0). Another set shows him flexing his 

muscles for the camera (See Illustration 11). In one, he is shirtless (See Illustration 12). 

3,4, inv. 554. 
221 Rodrigo Vera, "El 'martir' rumba ala canonizaci6n," Proceso, April8, 2001, 8-15. 
222 Emphasis is theirs. 
223 The Center's collection offers more than can be explored in the scope of this thesis and my limited time 
in Mexico City prevented me from using it to its full advantage. 
224 The photos were exhibited in a Power Point presentation in Matehuala, San Luis Potosi. The family 
had returned to his birthplace to honor the centennial of his birth and place a plaque in his honor on his 
family's home. personal conversation with Lie. de Leon, July 2003, Mexico City. 
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The team pictures demonstrate his popularity in masculine sports. His well-toned body 

depicts his manliness. The photographs portray him as aggressive, dedicated, and virile. 

These depictions of masculinity contrast with his official identity, as portrayed in the trial 

and by accounts like Robleto's. 

The photographic presentation features the well-known history ofToral. Including 

photographs from the most famous part of his life addresses his inescapable identity as an 

assassin. Just as certain details of Obregon's life-namely, his military skills-cannot be 

challenged, the fact that Toral murdered Obregon and was executed for the crime cannot . 
be disputed. The family cannot deny that part of his life. In tum, the family must justify 

it by challenging the context of the murder. 

Toral's spirituality acts to legitimate his actions at La Bombilla and attempts to 

eclipse his identity as assassin with that of martyr. The presentation traces his devotion 

to God throughout his life. His religiosity is portrayed in group pictures of his seminary 

and catechism classes. The most numerous examples ofToral's spirituality are those 

made after he was arrested. It includes copies of the notes that Toral wrote in prison that 

state, "To know Jesus is to love him", "That Sr. Obregon is already in seventh heaven", 

and "Lord, come quickly to reign; take my life." Each note was signed and featured a 

small cross in the left-hand comer (See Illustration 13). Examples of his religious 

drawings also demonstrated his spirituality. One featured the Virgin Mary comforting 

him. Another depicted Calles attending mass (See Illustration 14). Emphasizing his 

religious devotion justified his deed as an act of God. Including notes and sketches that 

featured Obregon and Calles showed that the murder was not borne out of hatred for the 
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men and that Toral maintained hope that the government would reform. The last picture 

in the presentation is professional photograph of Jose in a suit and tie with the words 

"Jose de Leon Toral, Martir de La Fe". 

In speeches and interviews Lie. De Leon and Madre De Leon have promoted the 

identity of their relative as a martyr and a saint. The family maintains that their exultation 

ofToral has many supporters. In 2001, this support led Madre De Leon, her relatives, 

and a group of lay Catholics to seek canonization for him. She stated in an interview 

with the popular magazine Proceso, "My father is a saint, a martyr, a hero that offered his 

life for Christ's cause. For me and my family he is in the highest part ofheaven."225 The 

fact that Toral committed murder presents an obstacle for the canonization process. The 

family contends that Toral's deed was not assassination, but tyrannicide. In a speech for 

the anniversary of the execution of Segura Vilchis, Lie. De Leon argued that his uncle 

was a soldier that defended Christian liberty and the patria?26 Esperanza claims that her 

father's act was guided by Saint Thomas Aquinas. 227 

Toral's family has worked to collect information and promote interest in their 

relative to rescue his memory, but they often have been frustrated in the attempt. For 

example, collections of recently-published articles held by Lie. De Leon contain errors, 

such as incorrect dates and mislabeled photographs.228 Also, much ofToral's artwork 

has been out of reach for the family. An exhibition and sale of over one hundred pieces of 

225 Vera, "El 'martir' rumba ala canonizacion,", 9. 
226 Lie. Jorge A. De Leon De La Mora, "El tiranicidio en el pensamiento de Luis Segura Vilchis y Jose de 
Leon Toral," speech, Mexico City, November 25, 2001. 
227 Vera, "El 'martir' rumba ala canonizacion," 9. 
228 Lie. De Leon pointed out the errors to me in articles from his collection, July 2003. 
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his art in November of2001 asked in the range of 400-4000 pesos per piece.229 The 

family bought what they could afford. In addition, the family's claims of sainthood have 

been contested by members of the Church and prominent historians. Jean Meyer, an 

expert on the Cristero Rebellion, stated in an interview with Proceso, "No [Toral is not a 

martyr]. And those who try to canonize him are na!ve people that ignore the history and 

ignore what it is to be a martyr. "230 

Conclusions 

Corridos, literature, and commemorative events for Alvaro Obregon and Jose de 

Leon Toral demonstrate the multiplicity of forms in which their identities have been used. 

Shortly after the assassination, corridos served to record the event in popular form and 

portray its divided popular reception. Biographies and memoirs written in the 1930s and 

1970s use Toral' s words and the discourse of nation and family to challenge the official . 
memory of the assassination. Finally, the family's recent attempts to canonize Toral 

suggest that the official endorsement of the Catholic Church will legitimate their claims 

against the official, revolutionary history. Despite the decreasing legitimacy of the 

Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) as the official voice of the revolution, the 

alternate memory has not triumphed. The recent political opening may have contributed 

229 La Subasta de arte, antigiiedades y de la Coleccion de Dibujos de Jose de Leon Toral, Mexico City: 
Rafael Matos, Casa de Subastas, 2001. An auction catalog from the collection of the Centro de Estudios 
Historicos Jose de Leon Toral, private collection. 
230 Vera, "El 'martir' rumbo ala canonizacion," 14. 
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to the family's efforts to seek canonization.231 The ongoing interest in the episode 

indicates that it still maintains relevance to the political, social, and religious culture of 

modem Mexico. 

231 
For an account of the process of democratic opening in Mexico see Julia Preston and Sam Dillon, 

Opening Mexico: The Making of a Democracy, (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux: 2004). 
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CONCLUSION 

The aftermath of the assassination of Alvaro Obregon, including its funerals and 

its popular portrayals, demonstrate the contradictions and consistencies that existed in 

revolutionary Mexico. The events of 1928 and 1929 allow us to analyze how the 

government used cultural rituals to control political crisis and how women and men used 

the rituals to participate in or contest the government's actions. They highlight how 

notions of nation, family, and gender were articulated and rearticulated through 

revolutionary discourse and how popular protest and memory have challenged the 

government's project. 

The funerals serve as a study in conflict. Govenunent officials and subordinate 

revolutionaries used Obregon's funeral to subtly promote their authority as the legitimate 

heirs to his legacy. Popular attendance at the farewell, encouraged by the govenunent 

and Obregonistas, represented allegiance to the revolution and protest against the 

"incalculable crime". The focus of the govenunent and the media on Obregon's 

masculine qualities, including his role as a President, father, and son, illustrated the 

dominance of men in the revolution. The peaceful attendance at the cortege that marched 

through the city demonstrated the govenunent's ability and authority to maintain control, 

even in times of political crisis. 

In contrast, the govenunent prohibited demonstration at Toral's funeral, which 

suggested that officials understood the power that public demonstration possessed. 

Women's dominate attendance at the funeral reveals their willingness to openly challenge 

the revolutionary govenunent. The clashes between the crowd and govenunent officials 
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shows how citizens contested the government for control over the boundaries of public 

and private space. 

Despite the differences between the general and his assassin's funerals, 

similarities between the two demonstrate the consistency of 1nouming practices during 

the revolution. The Eusebio Gayosso funeral agency handled the arrangements for both 

funerals. Both men's bodies lay in state in their respective family's homes before being 

escorted through the city for burial. Female family members maintained authority over 

the bodies in the realm of the home, while male-symbolic and actual-family members 

handled external issues, such as eulogies and press inquiries. Finally, even though each 

ceremony's definition of nationality contradicted the other's, both were used as an 

opportunity to invoke Mexican nationality. 

The analysis of correspondence in the aftermath of the assassination sheds light 

on the individual response to the murder and shows how issues of gender and family 

were used by men and women to support or contest the government's revolutionary 

unification project. It also demonstrates the level of acceptance of the concept of the 

reified Revolution. Men's condolences demonstrate a discourse of inclusion that placed 

themselves within the Revolutionary Family. Their glorification of Obregon's political 

life and exclusion of his personal one signified the dominance of his revolutionary 

identity. In tum, government responses to condolences served to confirm men's belief in 

a unified, transcendental, and male Revolutionary Family. 

Women challenged the authority of the Revolutionary Family by appropriating its 

discourse of the family to argue for the pardon ofToral. Their pardon requests show 



107 

another way in which women took part in the political realm. Women's omission of 

"revolutionary" in their correspondence demonstrates that the government's belated and 

isolated attempts to co-opt them failed. 

The popular representation of the assassination, including corridos and literature, 

demonstrates the construction and articulation of the revolutionary myth by the citizenry. 

This myth used archetypes of good and evil and hero and villain to articulate its tenets. 

These archetypes were defined by and contested through issues of masculinity, 

nationality, gender, spirituality, and family. In addition, the multiplicity of interpretations 

demonstrates that the popular perception of the two men was not homogenous and static, 

suggesting that a nuanced and variegated interpretation of the Revolution existed within 

the citizenry. 

Finally, the lasting efforts ofToral's family to challenge his official memory and 

promote him as an alternate spiritual and national hero suggest the continued relevance of 

the event in current-day Mexico. Their additional attempts to restore Toral's masculinity 

suggest that gender still plays an important role in the definition of a hero. In a time in 

which the PRI's legitimacy has continued to erode, the family's attempts to canonize 

Toral represent an official attempt to counter the official history. Nevertheless, the 

reluctance of many priests and historians to legitimize the family's claim show that other 

factors besides political power influence the memory of the revolution. 

Despite these challenges to its legitimacy, the revolutionary government 

succeeded in unifying and institutionalizing its project through the creation of the PRI 

and seventy-plus years of national control. However much power the PRI held, its 
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members' attempt to synonomize the concepts of citizen and revolutionary resulted in the 

exclusion rather than inclusion of many individuals, namely women and some Catholics 

whose memory of the revolution recalled the destruction of their families and the 

limitations of their religious freedom. This exclusivity insured that the construction of 

the myth always remained incomplete. 

The interpretation and memory of the Revolution holds an infinite variety of 

alternate memories that have challenged the official version since its creation. These 

alternate memories highlight the intersection of politics, religion, and gender. Further 

research-especially on the role of women in the process-will be required to fully 

examine the construction, acceptance, and contestation of the myth of the Mexican 

Revolution. 
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APPENDIX A 

"Corrido de Toral"246 

Part I 
Este es el corrido de Jose Toral 
que murio juzgado por un tribunal; 
el solo fue martir de su religion, 
cambiando su vida, cambiando su vida, 
por la de Obregon. 

Y a estaba cansado de verse burl ado 
y en la tarde aquella, de valor armado, 
con mano certera cumplio su mision. 

Anduvo buscando la oportunidad 
y dia por dia corria ala ciudad 
la suerte fue suya y fue tan sencilla: 
hallando a Obregon, hallando a 
Obregon, alia en La Bombilla. 

Fueron seis disparos, con tal precision, 
que rodo por tierra el manco Obregon 
y Toral vengado se fue ala prision. 

Los obregonistas quisieron lincharlo 
pero los soldados lograron salvarlo; 
el ya muy tranquilo todo soporto, 
desde aquella tarde, desde aquella tarde, 
que al manco mato. 

Sus jueces quisieron sacarle verdad 
y crueles tormentas sufrio sin piedad; 
jamas una queja su pecho exhalo. 

246 "Corrido de Toral," Trans. by Guillermo E. 
Hermindez, available on The Mexican 
Revolution Corridos, compact disc, 1994. 

This is the corrido of Jose Toral 
who died after being 
sentenced by a court. 
He was only a martyr of his faith, 
trading his life for that of Obregon 

He was tired of being abused, 
and that afternoon, armed with courage, 
with a sure hand he fulfilled his mission. 

He looked for the opportunity, 
going through the city everyday, 
luck was on his side, it was so easy 
finding Obregon at the Bombilla 
Restaurant. 

There were six shots fired with precision; 
the one-armed Obregon fell to the ground, 
and Toral went to prison avenged. 

Obregon's people wanted to lynch him 
but the soldiers were able to save him; 
he then very calmly faced everything 
since that afternoon when he 
killed the one-armed man. 

His judges wanted him to confess the truth 
and he was tortured cruelly and without 
pity, yet he never expressed a single 
lament. 



Part II 
La madre Conchita tambien fue culpada 
y a maxima pena qued6 condenada; 
hoy sola en su celda, en cada oraci6n 
al cielo le pide, al cielo le pi de, para 
ellos perd6n. 

-Sino les perdonas, Senor, lo que han 
hecho-
solloza, poniendo la mano en su pecho, 
-yo si les perdono con el coniz6n.-

Y cuando la esposa y su tiemo hijo 
fueron a la carcel por ultima vez, 
Toral ya con calma, sonriendo, les dijo: 
-Junto a nuestro padre, junto a nuestro 
padre, los vere despues.-

Los esposa querida, la mujer amada, 
con el hij o en brazos, cay6 arrodillada, 
por su amante esposo pedia compasi6n. 

Despues que el jurado lo habia 
condenado 
solicito indulto se fue negado, 
pero del gobiemo, con satisfacci6n, 
consigui6 la gracia, consigui6 la gracia, 
de la confesi6n. 

Despues de la triste y fatal despedida 
el fue fusilado conforme la ley 
y murio gritando: -jViva Cristo Rey!-

Mother Conchita was also accused 
and given the maximum sentence. 
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Now, alone in her cell, with every prayer 
she asks the heavens to forgive them all. 

"If you don't forgive them, Lord, for what 
they've done," she sobs, with her 
hand on her bosom, "I forgive them in my 
heart." 

When his wife and small son 
went to the jail for the last time 
Toral, now at peace and smiling, told 
them: "Next time I see you we will be with 
our Lord." 

The beloved wife, the cherished woman, 
with her child in arms, fell to her knees 
asking compassion for her beloved 
husband. 

After the jury had condemned him, 
the requested pardon was denied 
but the government was agreeable 
in granting him the grace of confession. 

After that sad and fateful farewell 
he's executed according to the law; 
He died shouting out: "Long Live Christ 
the King!" 



"El Radiograma"247 

Part I 
En tono afligido y triste 
no llego este radiograma, 
de la mansion del infierno 
a la nacio mexicana: 

"Hoy diecisiete de julio, 
llego aqui en un gran avion, 
como a las tres de la tarde, 
el general Obregon." 

Pronto lo reconocieron 
Gomez, Vidal y Serrano 
pues enseguida notaron 
que le fataba una mano. 

En el infierno Obregon 
hizo esta declaracions: 
-Tnis de mi viene en camion 
el compafiero Morones.-

Con apoyo de Luzbel 
quizo recobrar la fama, 
pero le falto Topete, 
su Manrique y Soto Gama. 

Al contar con Satanas 
Obrego y crio confianza, 
cuando se le aparcio 
don V enustiano Carranza 

Asustado el pobre manco, 
su faz se puso amarilla, 
cuando sali6 Lucio Blanco, 
Alcocer y Pancho Villa. 

247 "El Radiograma," Trans. by Guillermo E. 
Hernandez , available on The Mexican 
Revolution Corridos, compact disc, 1994. 

APPENDIXB 

With a plaintive and sad tone 
the following radiogram has arrived 
from the Mansion of Hell, 
to the Mexican nation: 

"Today, seventeenth of July, 
in a great plane, 
around three in the afternoon, 
General Obregon has arrived." 

Gomez, Vidal, and Serrano 
immediately recognized him, 
because they noticed right away 
that he was missing a hand. 

In hell Obregon made 
the following statements: 
"Behind me my partner Morones 
is coming by bus." 

With the help of Lucifer 
he tried to regain his popularity, 
but he was missing Topete, 
Manrique, and Soto Gama. 

Satan's backing gave Obregon 
a sense of confidence, 
but then who should appear, 
if not Don V enustiano Carranza. 

Frightened, the sorry 
one-armed man turned yellow, 
that's when Lucio Blanco, Alcocer, 
and Pancho Villa came out. 
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Luego hablo don V enustiano 
como j efe que habia sido: 
-V engan Gomez y Serrano 
a juzgar a este individuo. 

Obregon, acongojado, contesto: 
-A nada me opongo, 
yo se que usted esta enoj ado 
por lo de Tlaxcalatongo. 

Pero si he de ser sincero, 
que me tachen de inmoral, 
que si usted tuvo un Herrero 
yo me encontre u Leon Toral.-

Part II 
Villa que habia estado atento, 
para enterarse de todo, 
diciendo estar muy contento 
se le arranco de este modo: 

-Un jefe de regimiento, 
tu le mandaste pagar, 
para que con sus soldados 
me fueran a asesinar.-

Luego se acerco Serrano 
y con su caracter franco, 
sin cogerlo de la mano, 
de este modo le hablo al manco: 

-Si por los males qu hiciste, 
de si fuiste arrepentido, 
con la vara que mediste 
con esa fuiste medido.-

Luego llego Arnulfo Gomez, 
apoyandose en su codo, 
sin miramiento ninguno 
dijo a Obregon de este modo: 

Then Don V enustiano said, 
as the chief he had been: 
"Let Gomez and Serrano come and 
judge this man. 

Appalled, Obregon answered: 
"I don't object, 
I know you are angry 
for what happened at Tlaxcalatongo. 

But if I may be honest, 
let them say I am wrong 
but just as you had an Herrero, 
I found a Leon Toral. 

Villa, who had been careful 
to hear everything, 
claiming to be please, 
confronted him as follows: 

"You gave orders to pay 
the head of a regiment 
so that he and his soldiers 
would assassinate me." 

Then Serrano approached him, 
and with his frankness, 
and without shaking his hand 
told the one-armed mans as follows: 
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"For the wrongdoings you committed, 
whether you repented or not, 
you were measured 
with your own scale." 

Then Arnulfo Gomez arrived, 
leaning on his elbow, 
without holding anything back 
he spoke to Obregon as follows: 



-Muy bien, sefior Obregon, 
es usted de los difuntos, 
ya se llego la ocasion 
en que estemos todos juntos.-

Lucio Blanco que oyo 
desde el principio, la arenga, 
dijo:-Yo no hablo a este amigo 
porno ensuciarme la lengua. 

Vidal, Peralta y Quijano 
y Martinez de Escobar, 
Gomez, Lucero y Serrano 
fueron a deliberar. 

-Que haremos con este manco 
des leal, infame, y traidor?-
y les dijo Lucio Blanco: 
-Mandenlo al Diablo Mayor.-

y aunque estas informaciones 
a nadien pongan de espanto, 
telegrafienle a Morones 
que siempre no tenga al tanto. 

"Very well, Mr. Obregon, 
you are now one of the deceased, 
the time has come for all 
of us to be together." 

Lucio Blanco, who heard 
everything from the beginning 
said: "I won't talk to this fellow, 
I prefer not to soil my tongue." 

Vidal, Peralta, Quijano, 
and Martinez de Escobar, 
Gomez, Lucero and Serrano 
went into session. 

"What shall we do with this disloyal, 
treacherous, and no-good one-armed 
man?" Lucio Blanco suggested: 
"Send him to the Head Devil." 

And though this information 
won't scare anyone, 
send a telegram to Morones 
to always keep us up to date. 
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APPENDIXC 

"Corrido de Alvaro Obregon"248 

Pecha diecisiete de julio 
fecha tremenda que humilla 
en que a Obregon lo mataron 
almorzando en "La Bombilla" 

Era el Presidente Electo 
y en un banquete se hallaba; 
l,quien se iba a imaginar 
que la muerte lo acechaba? 

Todo era gozo y contento 
y alboroto y alegria, 
en tanto que el asesino 
pensaba su felonia. 

En medio del regocijo 
se le aproxima a Obregon 
y sacando su pistola 
le hizo fuego a traicion. 

l, Qui en se supuso algo asi 
que produjo tanto mal? 
Es cualquier desconocido 
que se llama Leon Toral. 

Todos estaban ufanos 
pero el destino esta escrito: 
el crimen acontecio 
tocandole "El Limoncito". 

Fue algo sin precedente: 
algo tremendo y muy feo; 
si no que se lo pregunten 
al maestro Esparza Oteo. 

248 My translation, Samuel Lozano, "El Corrido 
de Alvaro Obregon" in Robleto, Obregon, Toral, 
Ia Madre Conchita, 275-281. 

The 17th of July was a tremendous 
day that humiliated 
when they killed Obregon 
eating at La Bombilla. 

He was the President-elect 
and in a banquet he was found 
who could ever imagine 
that death awaited him? 

Everything was joyous and good 
and noisy and happy 
while the assassin 
thought about his felony 

In the middle of the joy 
he approached Obregon 
and taking out his pistol 
he treacherously fired 

Who could imagine something like 
this that produced so much damage 
He is some nobody 
named Leon Toral 

All were proud 
but destiny is written: 
the crime occurred while 
playing "El Limoncito" 

It was without precedent 
something tremendous and ugly 
if you don't believe it ask 
the conductor Esparza Oteo 

128 



Obregon, alma serena, 
en mil combates triunfante, 
nunca penso que muriera 
en forma tan humillante. 

Entonces se celebraba 
el fin de las elecciones 
y se escucharon funestaslas cinco 
detonaciones. 

Hacia la izquierda se inclina 
ya casi muerto Obregon, 
mientras humea la pistola 
del asesino felon. 

Quieren vengar el agravio 
todos los Obregonistas; 
pero Topete los para ... 
j hay que buscar otras pistas! 

Se ensombrecio el cielo entero 
y el dolor no tuvo dique 
mientras lloraba de veras 
el diputado Manrique. 

Para matar a Toral 
se llegaron mas de siete, 
pero no lo permitio 
el companero Topete. 

Y a sin remedio ese mal, 
consumada su traicion 
se condujo al asesino 
prestamente a la Inspeccion. 

Ahi tendra que decir 
quien su crimen le inspiro 
crimen tremendo que al fin 
a nuestra patria enlut6. 

Obregon fue un hombre fuerte 
y hay que doblar la rodilla 
para deplorar su muerte 
en la tragica "Bombilla". 

Obregon, a serene soul 
in a 1000 combats, triumphant, 
never believed he would die 
in such a humiliating way. 

And so he celebrated 
the end of the elections 
and they heard the 
five detonations. 

Obregon leaned to the left 
already almost dead 
while the pistol of the felon 
assassin smoked. 

All the Obregonistas wanted 
to avenge the wrong-doing 
but Topete stopped them 
we have to look for other clues! 

The entire sky darkened 
the pain had no dam 
meanwhile Deputy Manrique 
cried for real. 

More than seven arrived 
to kill Toral 
but his friend Topete 
did not allow it. 

And without remedy that evil 
consummated his betrayal 
the assassin was driven 
quickly to the Inspection. 

There he had to tell 
who inspired his crime 
a tremendous crime that at last 
our fatherland mourned. 

Obregon was a strong man 
and you have to kneel down 
to deplore his death 
in the tragic Bombilla. 
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No sufrio duelo ni cuita 
por el hierro o la metralla 
y la gloria estaba escrita 
en los campos de Celaya. 

El cielo lo arrebato 
para vestimos crespones: 
jcuantos siglos faltanin 
para ver mas Obregones! 

Si es que la silla causo 
la muerte de un hombre tal, 
el nunca la ambiciono 
Para ser hombre triunfal. 

Aqui, senores, esta 
el alma de la nacion, 
que hace patente un pesar 
por la muerte de Obregon. 

Desde ellunes duerme en paz 
en su hacienda de Sonora 
el General Obregon 
al que la nacion llora. 

Como el rugir de aquil6n 
la tierra se estremecio; 
por la muerte de Obregon 
de luto nos envolvio. 

Nuestro Mexico levanta 
enlutado su pend6n, 
cuando el dolor le quebranta 
porque perdio a Obregon. 

A su pueblo comprendio 
y supo siempre llevar 
al camino que entendio 
para tener bienestar. 

Llegado a la capital 
el pueblo comio con el 
en banquete colosal, 
al despedirse de aquel. 
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He suffered neither pain nor affliction 
by the steel or the shrapnel 
and the glory was written 
in the fields of Celaya. 

The heavens snatched him up 
to dress us in black 
how many centuries until 
more Obreg6ns will be seen! 

If it is the chair that caused 
the death of such a man 
he never had ambitions 
to be a triumphant man. 

Here, men, is 
the soul of the nation 
that makes clear the grief 
for the death of Obregon. 

Since Monday he rests in 
peace in his hacienda in Sonora 
for General Obregon 
the nation cries. 

Like the roar of the north winds 
the earth trembled 
because of the death of Obregon 
we are enveloped in mourning. 

Our Mexico rises up 
mourning its flag 
when the pain weakened it 
because it lost Obregon. 

He understood his pueblo 
and he always knew how to take 
the road that was understood 
to lead to well-being. 

Arriving in the capital 
the pueblo ate with him 
in a colossal banquet 
to bid him goodbye. 



Siendo mucha la alegria 
del pueblo que entusiasmado 
demostro porque veia 
a su Presidente amado. 

Obregon fue siempre un sol 
que alumbro en el Oriente 
con colores de arrebol 
la ciudad en el presente. 

Todos tenian la esperanza 
puesta en Alvaro Obregon 
esperando bienandanza 
para to do la N acion. 

En su patria y en su hogar 
fue muy bueno y carifioso 
en su vida militar 
siempre fue un heroe glorioso. 

En la sierra y la montana, 
en Celaya y Ocothl.n 
en su grandiosa campana 
siempre lucio cual titan. 

Los que estuvieron con el, 
los que con el siempre estan 
cuentan que nadie como el 
ha igualado el huracan. 

Segun registra la historia 
que, honrando a nuestra N acion 
siempre encontro la victoria 
a su paso desde Leon. 

Donde tuvo una batalla, 
ahi se cubrio de gloria 
donde siempre la metralla 
respetaba su memoria. 

Y su espada engalanada 
con el triunfo conquistado; 
con su bandera adomada 
al mundo ha deslumbrado. 

The happiness continued, 
the enthusiasm of the pueblo 
showed because they saw 
their beloved president. 

Obregon was always a sun 
that lit up the west 
with colors of red 
the city in the present. 

Everyone had placed their hope 
in Alvaro Obregon 
waiting for fortune 
for all the nation. 

In his country and his home 
he was good and loving 
in his military life 
he was always a glorious hero. 

In the sierra and the mountains 
in Celaya and Ocothin 
Ii his grandiose campaign 
he always defeated giants. 

Those that were with him 
those that were always there 
tell that no one could 
level the hurricane like him. 

According to the history 
that honors our nation 
he always found victory 
on his way from Leon. 

Where he had a battle 
there he was covered in glory 
where the shrapnel always 
respected his memory 

And his decorated sword 
with it he triumphed 
with his adorned flag 
he has dazzled the world. 
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Fue siempre hombre de su suelo, 
generoso y veradero 
quiso honramos con su celo 
y ejemplo di6 al mundo entero. 

Al rugir las conmociones, 
y redoblar los tambores 
en todos los corazones 
le tributaban honores. 

En la paz y en la guerra 
siempre pudo gobemar; 
siendo hijo de esta tierra 
se le debe recordar. 

Su recuerdo ya es durable 
mientras haya corazones; 
su memoria es perdurable 
entre todas las naciones. 

Siendo nuestro presidente 
porque el pueblo en el confi6 
un asesino inclemente 
la vida le arrebat6. 

Y esto, queridos hermanos 
que nos infunde pavor 
a todos los mexicanos 
ha causado cruel dolor. 

Conformemos el pesar 
con noble gesto iracundo 
que el pueblo sabra juzgar 
a ese asesino inmundo. 

Siempre logr6 encontrar 
para la patria querida 
muchas glorias que guardar 
en sefial de despedida. 

Mas la Naci6n mexicana 
al coronado de flores 
por su muerte tan villana 
pide cuenta a los traidores. 

He was a man of the earth 
generous and true, he wanted to 
honor us with his devotion 
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and he gave his example to the world. 

The roar of the upheaval 
and the roll of the drums 
in all our hearts 
he is honored. 

In peace and in war 
he could always govern 
that he was a son of this land 
should be remembered. 

His memory is already durable 
while in the hearts 
his memory is lasting 
in all the nations. 

He was our president because 
the pueblo had confidence in him 
a harsh assassin 
snatched away his life. 

And this, beloved brothers 
has filled all Mexicans 

with terror 
it has caused cruel pain. 

We are united in grief 
with a noble angry gesture 
that the pueblo will know 
how to judge the filthy assassin. 

He always could find 
for the beloved fatherland 
many glories that guard 
as a sign of farewell. 

But the Mexican nation 
to crown him with flowers 
for such a villainous death 
the traitors will pay 



Asi es que todos unidos 
formemos un corazon: 
y del pecho los latidos 
tributemos a Obregon. 

And so we are all united 
we form one heart 
and in our chest the beats 
pay tribute to Obregon. 
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