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ABSTRACT: 

This Honors Thesis acts as a collaboration of projects. A separate research project was 

conducted by me with support from Dr. Jackie Maximillian, entitled Carbon Monoxide 

Concentration and Income in Pima County Households. This research project was devised 

and conducted over the course of the past two semesters, aiming to find out if a correlation 

exists between income and indoor air quality. This research was conducted as a part of 

ENVS497A, a Capstone course for Environmental Science Majors. More information 

regarding the research project will be referenced in this Thesis, as the results from the 

research project were used to develop and facilitate discussion during the event called 

Students Speak Out!(for the Awareness of Environmental Justice). The community event 

makes up the bulk of my Honors Thesis, while being supported by the findings of the 

research project.  

 

Students Speak Out! (for the Awareness of Environmental Justice) was an event that took 

place on March 31st, 2018. The event took place in conjunction with The ASUA group 

Students for Sustainability, namely with the Environmental Arts Committee. The event 

invited students and leaders in the community to express their thoughts about 

environmental or climate justice in a creative manner. 3 Students and a Tucson community 

member participated in the event, utilizing poetry and a speech to convey their views on 

environmental problems (and justice). After participating, they were given a survey to 

reflect on some prominent issues as well as the way society views income and classes. 

 

ARTIST’S NOTE: 

Seeing that this is a bit of a creative thesis, this is included. The topic of environmental 

justice and the injustices associated with discrepancies in race and income a very important 
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to me. Although we all share the same world, many who feel the wrath of climate change 

and pollution are underrepresented. It was my hope that the event could inspire others to 

consider the effects they have on the environment, and who is feeling the bulk of those. I 

found art to be a very powerful messenger, in the ways people are able to express their 

views on particular subject matters such as this. As a participant in the event, I found 

poetry to not only be engrossing for me to create but also equally as worthwhile as a 

listener to others’ works. It is my hope that all participants as well as audience members 

feel the same worth of art as a way to evoke one’s passion of a topic.  

 

INTRODUCTION: 

The disparities among environmental issues and the disproportionately affected 

populations. Marginalized people make up a great portion of our society, and are often 

overlooked. As we move forward, we see an increasing wage gap worldwide and a shrinking 

middle class. [1] I see the disparities between classes, the attitude among them and towards 

one another as a particularly interesting topic of note. The United States has its own slew 

of disparities between classes, especially with environmental issues. Lower-income 

residents have been seen to live near hazardous sites at a higher rate compared to higher-

income counterparts [7]. Even back before environmental policies were enacted in the mid-

20th century, it was the lower classes who had to deal with environmental consequences 

[3]. It was, and still is, quite easy for the rich to turn a blind eye to environmental and 

exposure to risk [4].  

 

From the data I received in my research project Carbon Monoxide Concentration and 

Income in Pima County Households, I found that carbon monoxide levels were low overall. 

It is important to note that the findings in the project were skewed, as the participants in 
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the study were predominantly older, educated high earners with large homes and ample 

ventilation. More study is required for the other side of the income spectrum for more 

conclusive results. It was difficult to receive full participation in the study from lower-

earning residents in our community, which is something I need to rethink through in the 

project if I were to do it again. 

 

We as students represent a very interesting part of society. We come from diverse 

backgrounds, ethnicities, and classes. We are the future workers and leaders of the world. 

Our ability to represent all walks of life make us a voice for all. Though we are still 

developing, we hold a ton of responsibility for our future society. If we can analyze our 

world’s difficult issues now, and inspire others to do the same, we can have monumental 

change occur. Awareness of current issues is a way to ensure generations of thought and 

solutions to the problems.  

 

Bloom’s taxonomy is an educational framework that I find to be important when thinking 

about education I utilized the framework when devising my idea for a community event. I 

found art to exemplify the top level of learning, and a useful way for others to think about 

environmental justice. Creating art based on a topic results in a high understanding of the 

topic, and it is a powerful tool to teach others with. 
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Figure 1. Bloom’s Taxonomy Triangle. From Vanderbilt University Center for Teaching [6]. 

 

For me, creating poetry allowed for a deeper understanding of environmental justice. 

Expressing my passion of the subject through poetry came very naturally to me, and left me 

feeling very inspired. The essence of poetry allows it to become a work of art, and its 

messages can allow for understanding of a topic at another level [5] [6]. It was my goal that 

this high level of understanding would be achieved in both participants as well as audience 

members of my event. 

 

PREPARATION OF THE EVENT: 

Planning of the event took place during the Fall 2017 Semester, developed during the 

previous summer. The thought of utilizing art as a way stemmed from a summer of reading 

various selections of poetry, and analyzing their importance. The messages conveyed 

through poetry inspired me to draft a poem about my passion of environmental justice, 
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entitled A Walk to Earth. Writing the poem allowed me to express my feelings in an entirely 

new way, and made me want to have others be able to do the same.  

 

After preparing my research project with Dr. Maximilian, I felt further inspiration to create 

a community event for the following semester, and reached out to my Students for 

Sustainability group and committee. The event was planned in as a part of the 

Environmental Arts committee’s annual garden painting event. While there was support 

from the group and committee, the program was planned and marketed independently by 

me. I reached out to students via fliers, which were posted around the UA campus and 

Fourth Avenue a month before the event. I came in contact with a few students and a 

community member, giving them freedom to express their thoughts in any way they found 

useful. 

 

 

DAY OF THE EVENT: 

The event took place on March 31st, 2018. There were three students who chose to speak at 

the event, including myself, and one non-student Tucson community member. For the 

audience, the number was approximately 30 attendees, with active listeners contributing to 

about a third of that. I was the first to speak out, reciting the poem A Walk to Earth, as well 

as introducing the event along with some of my findings from prior literature as well as 

from my research project Carbon Monoxide Concentration and Income in Pima County 

Households. After that, I was followed by poems from two undergraduate students and a 

speech written by a Tucson community member. After all participants finished sharing 

their thoughts, they were thanked for their contribution, and given a survey about their 

thoughts on the event and environmental justice.  
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Figure 2. Marketing Poster for the Event. 

POST EVENT: 

After considering the reflection by the participants of the event, I gathered where much of 

them had come from. One participant was an environmental Studies major, who was very 

passionate about the topic, and said that his presentation came very naturally to him. I 
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wonder how much the event made him learn, though he said that it did. It seemed like he 

already knew quite a bit about the topic, which is alright. Another presenter was a 

biochemistry major, who knew a bit about environmental justice, but his preparation for 

the event allowed him to research more about it, growing his passion in the subject. This to 

me is exactly what I wanted to get from the presenters, and I’m proud that something like 

this was able to happen as a result of the event. Some attendees of the event told me that 

they learned something new as a result of the event, which also was an important goal of it. 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS: 

After taking some time to relax and reflect upon the event, I learned quite a bit about the 

process and the way people respond and react to information presented in an artistic 

manner. I think that the idea of the event was useful, and participants as well as audience 

members obtained some useful information about environmental justice. I think that 

audience members were able to comprehend the messages behind the art, and become more 

aware about environmental issues and the effects they have on marginalized communities. 

In any case, the project was beneficial for me all the way throughout, in terms of gaining 

experience in research, outreach, community event planning, communication, and 

management. I am very proud of what I was able to accomplish this year, and thankful for 

the opportunity. 

 

Overall, I think that the event was indeed a success. Although I would have preferred to 

have a few more participants to “speak out”, and have a larger population to have obtained 

reflections from, I learned a lot from the volunteers. If I were to do another Students Speak 

Out event, I would actually focus less on students, and leave it open to all community 
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members. While I know that I mention students as a critical group to our future, I don’t 

think I should put limitations to anyone who may have wanted to participate. If someone is 

passionate about the topic and wishes to share, they should be able to. I ended up doing 

that anyway in having a community member participate, but it was not in my marketing. I 

think that I may have been able to attract more participants if there were less limitations 

on speakers.  

 

In addition to who was able to share, I also might consider rethinking where the event took 

place. Having it at the UA Community Garden attracted a certain community member in 

the first place, and in many ways we may have been preaching to the choir. I may consider 

hosting another Students Speak Out event at a place that is more open to the public with 

more passerbys. With more speakers and more unassuming audience members, the 

message of the event could have been reached by a larger group of people, and have a more 

profound impact on their thought on the topic. 
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