O@citythatreads (¢j] @thecitythatreads

neutrality is polite
oppression.

How critical librarianship and pedagogy principles
counter neutral narratives and benefit the profession.

Jennifer A. Ferretti | Critical Librarianship and Pedagogy Symposium, 2018.
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POC = People of Color
LIS = Library & Information Science

MICA = Maryland Institute College of Art
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Information Professions
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speakers, and presenters;
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in practice

Your colleagues
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labor and trauma; culturally not accepted



“The identification of whiteness and its
structuralizing principles is hecessary in order
to combat its invisibility and normative effects.
Hence, the theoretical investigation into
histories of whiteness is a crucial intervention
within the LIS field.”

- Todd Honma

Honma, T. (2005). Trippin’ Over the Color Line: The Invisibility of Race in Library and Information
Studies. InterActions: UCLA Journal of Education and Information Studies, 1(2).
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“If | [were tol see another student who
produces work based around a similar
cultural background as me, | feel like |
am not prepared to start a conversation
about [that samel] cultural identity.”

- MICA undergraduate senior, 2017.
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heutrality polite white
supremacy-.

*From Yawo Brown'’s The Subtle Linguistics of Polite White Supremacy, 2015.



https://medium.com/@YawoBrown/the-subtle-linguistics-of-polite-white-supremacy-3f83c907ffff
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neutrality is polite white

supremacy. neutrality Is

neutrality is polite misogyny.
neutrality is polite

homophobia. pO I ite

neutrality is polite transphobia.

neutrality is polite classism. 1
neutrality is polite xenophobia. O p p re S S I O n °
neutrality is polite abilism.
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~ Maryland Institute College ot Ar
The Decker Library |

Decker Library LibGuides Understanding Civic Unrest in Baltimore, 1968-2015 ' Home

Understanding Civic Unrest in Baltimore, 1968-2015 Search this Guide Search

Resources (at Decker Library and elsewhere) for investigating the history of Baltimore, Baltimore '68 riots, and the Baltimore Uprising of 2015.

Home
Articles
Books at Decker
Films

Streaming Video
Photo and Video Essays
Exhibitions and Performance
Community Organizations
Websites and Social Media
Podcasts
Understanding Images

Research Databases

unrest in Baltimore from 1968 through present day through library materials available at Decker Library, as well as resources available
elsewhere.

My Librarian About the History of Civic Unrest in Baltimore


http://libguides.mica.edu/lemonade
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32 Tesuque
Saturday, September 29, 2018

8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
Do Libraries Save Lives?

10:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
We Here: Community Building as Self Care

DO NOT ENTER THIS ROOM IF YOU
DON'T BELIEVE THE NARRATIVES OF
PEOPLE OF COLOR.

everything being made and said in this
room is rooted in believing the
narratives of people of color and
recognizing systemic oppression.
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DO NOT ENTER THIS ROOM IF YOU
DON'T BELIEVE THE NARRATIVES OF

PEOPLE OF COLOR.
everything being made and said in

this

room is rooted in believing the narratives
of people of color and recognizing

systemic oppression.
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Tweet
Jennifer A. Ferretti

and | posted this

outside our session room at
and now | want it outside every room |
speak in &

8:30 am, - 9:45 am.
Do Libraries Save Lives?

10:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

We Here: Community Building as Self Care

DO NOT ENTER THIS ROOM IF YOU
DON'T BELIEVE THE NARRATIVES OF
PEOPLE OF COLOR.
everything being made and said in this
roomis rooted in believing the
narratives of people of color and
recognizing systemic oppression.

P sads m
This sign seems hostile. Have we given
up on trying to educate and
communicate? That said, Please know
I'm trying to educate myself about

intersectionality and | hope not to receive

hate for this comment. I'm very well
aware that | am not a POC.
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a). have you ever been in a situation where you
felt you could have benefited from
self-reflection before making an assumption?

b). have you ever witnessed a call for
de-centering whiteness to be read as hostile?

Special shout out to Marisa Méndez-Brady for helping me
develop these questions.



“To surmount the situation of
oppression, people must first critically
recognize Iits causes, so that through
transforming action they can create a
new situation, one which makes possible
the pursuit of a fuller humanity.”

- Paulo Freire

Pedagogy of the Oppressed, page. 47.
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jennyferretti.com

gracias / thank you

jferretti@mica.edu
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