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Abstract 

Human Security as a Conceptual Framework: 
The Case of Palestinian Journalists 

7 This exploratory study introduces a human security framework to examine the challenges 
8 that journalists face from daily professional and societal constraints and pressures when 
9 attempting to fulfill their role to inform the public in areas of conflict. The research focuses on 
10 the influences on Palestinian journalists in one of the most challenging regions in the world for 
11 independently reporting the news. Our framework includes seven dimensions of human security: 
12 personal, organizational, community/societal, economic, political, geographic, and 
13 infrastructural. Our study found that the Palestinian media are military targets, and journalists 
15 face direct and indirect censorship by the Israeli government as well as the Palestinian Authority 
16 and Hamas. Although we have adapted this framework for the Palestinian case in particular, the 
17 spheres of these influences on human security would likely pertain to other insecure situations 
18 for journalists. Applying this framework to journalism studies could open new avenues of 
19 academic discovery to analyze human security beyond violence, safety, and risk. Our main 
20 contribution, we suggest, is building out a human security framework for academic journalism 
22 studies in contested, conflict-prone, and post-conflict areas around the world. 
23 KEYWORDS: Gaza Strip, human security, news media, Palestinian journalists, press 
24 freedom, West Bank 
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3 Introduction 
4 Scholars, global press rights groups, and other organizations around the world have 
5 documented an increase in insecurity among journalists when carrying out their work (Bjørnskov 
7 and Freytag 2016; Carlsson and Pöyhtäri 2017; Committee to Protect Journalists 2018; 
8 Cruikshank 2017; Gohdes and Carey 2017; Høiby and Ottosen 2017; Relly and González de 
9 Bustamante 2014; Relly and Zanger 2016; Reporters Without Borders 2018; Risso 2017; Tumber 
10 2011; UNESCO 2016, 2018). Most research on insecurity and risk has focused on violence 
11 against journalists or news media and their work in conflict zones (Høiby and Ottosen 2017; 
12 Hughes and Márquez-Ramírez 2017; Kim and Hama-Saeed 2008; Lisosky and Henrichsen 2009) 
13 or “insecure democracies” (Hughes et al. 2017b, 645). This exploratory study uses a challenging 
15 case to further analyze other types of insecure environments that journalists face in their 
16 occupation and, perhaps more important, to examine necessary conditions for journalists to 
17 perform work in the public interest. This study builds on research about the perceived effects of 
18 reporting in conflict zones and post-crisis situations (Kim and Hama-Saeed 2008), journalism in 
19 the Arab region (Pintak and Ginges 2008, 2009), media censorship in conflict environments 
20 (UNESCO 2018), and anti-press violence in contested regions (Hughes and Márquez-Ramírez 
22 2017; Kim and Hama-Saeed 2008; Relly and González de Bustamante 2014; Waisbord 2007). 
23 Similar to news media in other regions of the world, journalists in the West Bank and 
24 Gaza Strip have faced numerous occupational challenges to independent reporting for many 
25 years. Israeli authorities, for example, restrict access to telecommunications technology 
26 (Freedom House 2017). In addition, the Palestinian media are military targets, and journalists 
27 face censorship not only from Hamas in Gaza and Fatah in the West Bank but from the 
28 neighboring Israeli government as well (Committee to Protect Journalists 2017; Freedom House 
30 2017; Nuseibeh and Dickinson 2013). Palestinian journalists are detained by various 
31 governmental forces without being charged and self-censor to avoid arrests and attacks (Freedom 
32 House 2017). 
33 Thus, this study is particularly important, as academic researchers have largely 
34 overlooked the volatile situation for Palestinian journalists in the West Bank and Gaza as they 
35 face daily professional and societal constraints and pressures when attempting to fulfill their role 
36 to inform the public, including the global community. This study is also timely. In 2016, the year 
38 before our research fieldwork, there was a decline in the legal, political, and economic 
39 environment for Palestinian journalists in the region (Freedom House 2017). Moreover, in June 
40 2017, the Palestinian government enacted the Cyber Crime Law, which restricts freedom of 
41 speech by imposing harsh penalties against journalists, activists, and the public if they are critical 
42 of the government, officials, or the Palestinian Authority’s president (Abbas 2017). 
43 Only a strand of English-language studies focuses on Palestinian news media and 
45 journalists. Several of these studies are more than a decade old. Jamal (2000) argued that during 
46 the Palestinian Authority’s early days in power, it both understood the power of the media and 
47 sought to control it, and self-censorship became a “common phenomenon” in Palestinian 
48 newsrooms (54). Jamal also examined how both internal and external pressures produced media 
49 censorship in Palestine (2001) and how its most prominent feminist newspaper challenged the 
50 existing media regime (2004). When Nossek and Rinnawi (2003) compared press freedom and 
51 censorship in Palestine before and after the 1993 Oslo Accords, the authors found that both the 
53 Israeli and Palestinian administrations controlled and censored the media through formal and 
54 informal methods. The only works published in the last decade are an examination of the daily 
55 lives of print journalists (Berger 2013), a comparison of newspaper and online news outlets 
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3 (Abualrob and Alkhayyat 2014), a case study of the effects of foreign funding on one news outlet 
4 (Sienkiewicz 2013), and the history and development of the Palestinian news media (Nuseibeh 
5 and Dickinson 2013). 
7 Our overarching research question examines how the Palestinian press has been 
8 influenced by internal and external factors in a human security framework that our study is 
9 introducing from the international relations literature. Our framework includes seven 
10 dimensions: personal, organizational, community/societal, economic, political, geographic, and 
11 infrastructural security. Although we have adapted this framework for the Palestinian case in 
12 particular, the spheres of these influences on human security likely would pertain to other 
13 insecure situations for journalists. Our qualitative study includes journalists based in both the 
15 West Bank and Gaza and employs spheres of human security that we suggest are critical for the 
16 practice of autonomous journalism. 
17 Institutional Controls, Censorship, and Self-Censorship 
18 The most recent accounts of Palestinian journalists and journalism come from 
19 international development organizations, intergovernmental organizations, and media watchdog 
20 groups. These reports indicate that the concerns noted in previous studies about information 
22 control, self-censorship, and censorship continue (Freedom House 2016; Reporters Without 
23 Borders 2014; UNESCO 2014). A Reporters Without Borders (2014, 3) report called the West 
24 Bank and Gaza two of “the most difficult places in the world to practice journalism.” 
25 Studies of the state of Palestinian journalism (e.g., Berger 2013; Jamal 2001; Nuseibeh 
26 and Dickinson 2013) point to factors that have converged to thwart the establishment of 
27 journalistic norms. First, Palestinian outlets have been subject to control of their output by 
28 various authorities with conflicting objectives. To satisfy either Israeli censors or demands by the 
30 Palestinian Authority’s Ministry of Information, some newsrooms have had to undermine the 
31 values they might have aspired to in order to retain the right to publish (Nuseibeh and Dickinson 
32 2013). Second, in the absence of critical work by many news outlets, the emergence of social 
33 media to cover the intermittent conflicts in Gaza and the West Bank has contributed to “citizen 
34 journalism.” “For Palestinians, social media has become the number-one source of news in 
35 recent years” (AbuZayyad 2015, 40). Media blackouts imposed by Israel during certain conflicts 
36 have enabled citizen journalists to set the agenda for news outlets and “repackage, comment on, 
38 and distribute content in innovative ways” (Ward 2009, 2). 
39 Other scholarship suggests a lack of institutional journalistic structures among Palestinian 
40 media outlets (Thawabteh 2010). Palestinian journalists have faced reporting constraints and 
41 censorship—by both external entities and self-imposed—for decades, with the practice 
42 administered by direct and indirect means (Matar and Harb 2013). With differing aims, both 
43 Israeli and Palestinian authorities have carried out institutional censorship of Palestinian 
45 reporters and editors (Nuseibeh and Dickinson 2013). Traditional restrictions imposed by Israeli 
46 authorities include closing newspapers, detaining journalists, and denying them press cards 
47 needed for travel; in addition, both Hamas and Fatah have censored journalists (Berger 2013). 
48 In 2016 the environment for journalists in the West Bank and Gaza deteriorated further 
49 (Committee to Protect Journalists 2017; Freedom House 2017). The Palestinian Authority in the 
50 West Bank and Hamas officials in Gaza arrested some 20 journalists, and one-third of those who 
51 were detained “reported torture or mistreatment in custody” (Freedom House 2017, para. 2). In 
53 addition, dozens of Palestinian journalists were arrested by Israeli forces and accused of “inciting 
54 violence or aiding banned” groups; raids of news outlet offices took place, with at least four 
55 being closed by Israeli authorities (Freedom House 2017, para. 1). 
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3 Human Security Framework 
4 The issues faced by Palestinian journalists—from censorship and challenges to their 
5 freedom of movement to arrests and other threats to their physical and mental well-being—are 
7 broader than many security frameworks used in journalism studies, which frequently focus on 
8 physical security (Hughes and Márquez-Ramírez 2017; Hughes et al. 2017b; Kim and Hama- 
9 Saeed 2008), media performance and human rights (Cruikshank 2016, 2017; Tumber and 
10 Waisbord 2017), and news media in conflict situations (Tumber and Palmer 2004). The human 
11 security framework, introduced originally in the international relations literature, identifies an 
12 even wider number of human requirements for security than our work suggests would be apt in 
13 influences-related research in journalism studies. 
15 The conceptualization of human security dates back to the early 1990s, when a new 
16 framework for evaluating security in international relations shifted the focus from state-centric 
17 sovereign authorities to the individual. Noting that human security is more easily identified 
18 through its absence than its presence, this framework approaches human security with the 
19 foundational necessity of being “free from fear” and “free from want” (UNDP 1994). From this 
20 work, seven dimensions of human security were conceptualized1 into spheres that helped frame 
22 and inform much of the discourse regarding international relations, security, and development 
23 over the next 25 years. 
24 Tadjbakhsh (2014) argued that the wide-ranging approaches to human security studies 
25 allow researchers to adapt the concept to each individual case study and focus primarily on the 
26 elements of security relevant to their field. Human security analysis often focuses on examining 
27 the interconnections and intersections of various factors, including social, cultural, and political 
28 conditions (Gasper 2014). In this respect, human security emphasizes ethical responsibilities and 
30 reverses a more traditional view of state sovereignty. Instead of citizens supporting the system of 
31 sovereign states, states must support their citizens in order to maintain their legitimacy and 
32 sovereignty (Newman 2010). 
33 Thus, our overarching research question for this study examines human security factors 
34 that influence Palestinian news media in the West Bank and Gaza. Our framework uses literature 
35 in international relations and journalism studies to adapt the human security framework to 
36 insecure environments for journalists. 
38 Method 
39 We developed our adapted questionnaire (Kim and Hama-Saeed 2008; Relly and 
40 González de Bustamante 2014), in part, around potential influences on journalists related to areas 
41 of human security. Our questionnaire used indirect items for assessing security for journalists as 
42 a strategy to minimize social desirability issues. A Palestinian-American research assistant, who 
43 received human subjects research certification from the university’s Institutional Review Board 
45 (IRB), provided input on several contextual, cultural, and linguistic issues, which we then 
46 adjusted. The revised English-language questionnaire and study disclosure form were then 
47 translated into Arabic and back-translated into English to ensure that the meaning was retained. 
48 In May 2017 we piloted the questionnaire and disclosure form with three Palestinian Arabic- 
49 speaking journalists and then slightly revised the questionnaire further. 
50 
51 
52 
53 1 The original seven dimensions of human security were economic, food, health, environmental, 
54 personal physical, community life, and political (Gasper 2014). 
55 
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3 Our research assistant, who has worked as a journalist and is familiar with the landscape 
4 for journalists in the West Bank and Gaza, helped us identify 30 potential study participants from 
5 the Media Directory 2015 for a purposive sample of print, broadcast, and online news 
7 organizations in the West Bank and Gaza (Ministry of Information 2015). The directory lists 
8 private, state, and political party media. We included 11 foreign-owned independent news outlets 
9 to enable comparisons. Our research assistant carried out the field recruitment and in-depth, 
10 semi-structured qualitative interviews in Arabic. From May 15, 2017, through December 20, 
11 2017, he conducted interviews with 23 journalists based in Bethlehem, Gaza City, Hebron, Jenin, 
12 Jericho, Jerusalem, Nablus, and Ramallah. The interviews were audio-recorded with the 
13 permission of the study participants, translated, and transcribed. For security reasons, 
15 participants were offered confidentiality. 
16 Of the 23 journalists interviewed, 14 (60.9 percent) were men, and nine were women 
17 (39.1 percent). They ranged in age from 23 to 63 (M = 37.57, SD = 2.34; Median = 36, SD = 
18 11.24). About nine out of 10 journalists (91.3 percent) had earned a bachelor’s degree or higher, 
19 with 8.7 percent holding a journalism diploma. Their work experience ranged from two to 36 
20 years (M = 14.04 years, SD = 2.17). (See Table 1.) 
22 <Please insert Table 1 about here> 
23 About half the study participants (52.2 percent) worked for domestic news media, 39.1 
24 percent for global news outlets, and 8.7 percent for news outlets focused on the Arab region. 
25 About a third of the reporters (34.8 percent) worked for wire services (news agencies), 17.4 
26 percent for online outlets, 17.4 percent for multiple platforms, 8.7 percent for newspapers, 8.7 
27 percent for radio, and 4.3 percent each for TV, a magazine, and a media center. 
28 The majority of journalists reported about the West Bank and Gaza Strip, with three (13.6 
30 percent) covering Gaza, the West Bank, and Israel and two (8.7 percent) the Arab region. More 
31 than two-thirds of the journalists indicated that their news outlets had at least some security 
32 policies (69.6 percent, n = 16). Four (17.4 percent) indicated no protocols, and three (13 percent) 
33 did not want to respond. All but one of the journalists had received training in their careers, 
34 ranging from one to a hundred trainings. Study participants are identified by assigned case 
35 numbers. 
36 Analytical framework 
38 We adapted the human security framework to the field of journalism with seven 
39 conceptual spheres: personal, organizational, community/societal, economic, political, 
40 geographic, and infrastructural security (Cruikshank 2016; Frère 2007; Hughes et al. 2017b; 
41 Parsons, Scott, and Landesberg 2009; Reporters Without Borders 2016; UNDP 1994). 
42 Personal security requires an absence of actual violence and threats of 
43 violence as well as freedom from terror, crime, and debilitating psychological 
45 trauma threatened by the state, external states, or substate actors (Gasper 2014; 
46 Tadjbakhsh 2014; UNDP 1994). 
47 Organizations can influence journalists on two levels—internally and 
48 externally. Frère (2007, 242) argued that “the internal organization of the media” 
49 is a key influence in how journalists work, particularly in times of conflict. Media 
50 ownership can especially affect the daily routine of journalists (Shoemaker and 
51 Reese 1996, 2014). For example, state-owned media sometimes mandate 
53 coverage (Cruikshank 2016, 2017). Further, news organizations provide varying 
54 degrees of support for the personal security of journalists in conflict situations; 
55 
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3 governments and other external organizations also affect journalists (Cobb, Ross, 
4 and Ross 1976). 
5 Community/societal security aims to protect the freedom of people to form 
7 meaningful connections through participation in local communities and broader 
8 society (Anderson 2006; Tadjbakhsh 2014; UNDP 1994, 2009). We modified this 
9 category to address the global society, which is increasingly important for the 
10 support of news media by transnational press rights advocates without arbitrary or 
11 national borders to raise the awareness broadly of violations of any and all 
12 domains of human security (Vergeer 2016). The difference between community 
13 and society is often characterized as a difference of scale and intimacy of 
15 interaction (Storper 2005). The security analyzed herein pertains to what could be 
16 termed both the community (such as journalists living in a particular geographic 
17 space, with many shared customs, beliefs, and practices) and society (such as 
18 relating to individuals of different cultures), yet also in the global community, 
19 referred to by Reese (2015) as “mediated spaces,” often through mass 
20 communication and the Internet. 
22 Economic security encompasses minimum basic remuneration for work 
23 and the absence of arbitrary threats to one’s employment. Individuals should be 
24 allowed to procure the resources needed to maintain their and their family’s 
25 existence, reduce scarcity, and improve the material quality of their lives 
26 (Cruikshank 2017; Frère 2007; Gasper 2014; Tadjbakhsh 2014; UNDP 1994). 
27 Political security is concerned with whether people live in a society that honors 
28 their basic human rights, including the right to political participation and representation, 
30 autonomy, and dissent, combined with the empowerment to make choices with a 
31 reasonable probability of effecting change. This conceptual sphere includes legal security 
32 to protect human political rights—individual and collective access to justice and 
33 protection from abuse (Frère 2007; Gasper 2014; Tadjbakhsh 2014; UNDP 1994). 
34 Political security also allows journalists and other decision-makers in news outlets to 
35 report without retribution and to work in an environment that is not pressured by 
36 ownership to report or ignore an issue as part of a quid-pro-quo relationship with political 
38 actors or other clients. Although many contemporary societies have some degree of 
39 clientelism, which “refers to a pattern of social organization in which access to social 
40 resources is controlled by patrons and delivered to clients in exchange for deference and 
41 various kinds of support” (Hallin and Papathanassopoulos 2002, 184), general freedom 
42 from deeply clientelistic relationships would be an expectation for an autonomous 
43 journalist. That said, a body of literature acknowledges the issue of clientelism in many 
45 environments for journalists (Camaj 2016; Hallin and Papathanassopoulos 2002; Hughes 
46 and Lawson 2005; Hughes et al. 2017a; Lee 2007; Örnebring 2012; Roudakova 2008). 
47 With regard to geography, the literature notes that some regimes or groups 
48 outside of the law often restrict media access to certain areas to prevent negative 
49 coverage (Cruikshank 2016; Downman 2013). In other cases, news media are 
50 only allowed access in exchange for the ability to censor unfavorable coverage 
51 

(Franks 2013). 
53 Limited infrastructure can affect nearly every aspect of a journalist’s 
54 process and even dictate the popularity of different types of media. For example, 
55 the lack of paved roads, accessible transportation, and electricity in some 
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3 countries has boosted the popularity of radio versus television or newspapers 
4 (Cruikshank 2016, 2017; Frère 2007). Furthermore, governments can use access 
5 to infrastructure as a means of control. Poor infrastructure and access to resources 
7 especially affect journalists in rural areas (Cruikshank 2016). 
8 Toward a Human Security Framework 
9 This research followed a grounded theory approach to further develop a human security 
10 framework for journalism studies scholarship. We used a study in a challenging region for 
11 journalists in conceptualizing this work as a proxy for creating an adaptable framework for 
12 jurisdictions in conflict situations. The framework is derived from our analysis of the influences 
13 on Palestinian journalists at a critical juncture—the year after increased legal, economic, and 
15 political restrictions on the news media (Freedom House 2017). We used a qualitative approach 
16 for categorizing these influences on a purposive sample of Palestinian journalists working 
17 throughout the West Bank, Gaza, Israel, and the rest of the Middle East for domestic and global 
18 news organizations. In analyzing the transcripts from in-depth interviews with Palestinian 
19 journalists, we found varying degrees of insecurity with regard to the dimensions of human 
20 security, and we developed these concepts further for this study. 
22 Personal Security 
23 Personal security, or the right to feel secure and free from actual harm and threats of 
24 harm, is of critical importance to journalists around the world and in the West Bank and Gaza, 
25 where violence is frequent. Palestinian journalists experience threats to their personal security in 
26 a variety of ways. They can be the direct targets of violence from various parties, including those 
27 that do not want them to expose injustices, as well as “collateral damage” when covering 
28 incidents of violence. All but four respondents [208, 215, 222, 223] mentioned the Israeli 
30 occupation as a contributing factor to the challenges they face in performing their duties as 
31 journalists. An editor at a private news organization cited the targeting of journalists by Israeli 
32 forces as well as attacks by settlers as key threats to personal security [219]. A broadcast 
33 reporter, who noted “clashes and sometimes armed settlers in West Bank and Jerusalem” [209], 
34 chronicled a harrowing account of threats: 
35 I myself was beaten and arrested during confrontations against settlements in 
36 Jerusalem and while conducting my interviews. I could feel the great danger 
38 during coverage time and that we as journalists are targeted and that Israel wants 
39 to prevent us from transferring the event, and no one is defending or protecting us 
40 [209]. 
41 Covering conflict is often the calling of journalists, but the extreme forms and frequency 
42 of violence in the ongoing tension between Israelis and Palestinians has a chilling effect on the 
43 respondents’ willingness to report. Both a global news agency reporter and an online reporter 
45 noted being extremely hesitant to cover confrontations for fear of injury [202, 212]. An editor at 
46 a newspaper affiliated with a political party noted that she does not do “any coverage” during 
47 violent occurrences and that her organization was forced to evacuate its headquarters during 
48 recent violence in Gaza [222]. 
49 The literature indicates that psychological stress related to the safety and security of 
50 oneself is an integral aspect of personal security (Martin and Owen 2014). Professional work 
51 debilitation appears to be particularly relevant to the personal security of Palestinian journalists. 
53 As a multiplatform journalist noted, “Violence coverage did not just influence my coverage only 
54 but also my psychological status in general, and it made me much closer to the concerns of the 
55 victims” [207]. 
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3 Organizational Security 
4 News organizations operating in volatile areas are charged not only with reporting on the 
5 violence but also with protecting the physical and psychological security of their reporters and 
7 camera crews (Hughes et al. 2017b; Relly and González de Bustamante 2014). This 
8 responsibility often translates into providing protocols for safety and security in both the 
9 newsroom and the field, digital security training, safety equipment, and newsroom staffers 
10 holding it together for employees. More than half the respondents in this study indicated that 
11 their organization provides some form of physical security measures, including safety training 
12 [202, 205, 208, 211, 212, 218, 221], secure transportation [215, 219], equipment such as helmets, 
13 

armor, and/or armored vehicles [201, 205, 206, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 219], and other 
15 combinations of security measures [220]. Only four respondents indicated that their organization 
16 did not provide security measures or thought it was not necessary [203, 207, 214, 223]. 
17 Several respondents spoke about their ability to report on events in accordance with 
18 journalistic principles and the mission of their organization, such as not needing to curb, change, 
19 or censor coverage based on political or other (often financial) considerations. A Palestinian 
20 blogger described “the requirement of press outlets for journalists to fully stand for their partisan 
22 standards,” relaying his concern that organizations are “required” to have their journalists 
23 acquiesce to political pressures [216]. A reporter at an international news agency lamented the 
24 lack of independent local news organizations, saying “most news media are loyal to one political 
25 party or another” [202]. In addition, he stated, all Palestinian news organizations “publish 
26 advertisements for the Palestinian Telecommunication Co. Therefore, not any Palestinian news 
27 media can objectively address issues regarding the telecommunication sector” [202]. 
28 A contrasting sense of organizational insecurity—when the mission of the organization 
30 conflicts with the journalist’s principles—was expressed by several respondents, who all worked 
31 for state- or party-affiliated media. A newspaper editor indicated that lack of organizational 
32 security is one of the main ethical dilemmas facing Palestinian journalists: “[M]ost journalists 
33 follow partisan and political agendas or sources of funding, which affects their professionalism 
34 and integrity” [222]. 
35 Community/Societal Security 
36 Community or societal security refers to journalists’ perception of being free to 
38 participate in and be supported by their communities and society. Many of the respondents stated 
39 that the sense of community among media members served as a source of support. The practice 
40 of journalism “under hard security circumstances” helped a freelance reporter develop a strong 
41 sense of belonging: “There is a social-like solidarity bond within the media community, which 
42 really helps getting through” [203]. The reporter noted that “there is also the tribal/family factor, 
43 which buffers other existing restrictions facing professional journalism in Palestine.” Some 
45 Palestinian journalists offer news to international outlets when local outlets will not publish their 
46 reporting [203], a practice found in other studies (Relly and González de Bustamante 2014). 
47 None of the participants reported concerns over a newsroom infiltrated by spies or 
48 intelligence service operatives. However, respondents did seem divided with regard to the role 
49 that politics and advocacy play in journalism. Several journalists were critical of fellow reporters 
50 who advocated political interests. A reporter for a news agency said the watchdog function is the 
51 first “role a journalist should have. Without it, journalism becomes a public relations task, and 
53 that is what is happening with the Palestinian news media” [202]. Other respondents openly 
54 admitted they became journalists to help the “Palestinian cause” [219]. A newspaper editor 
55 defined the role of journalists as “[r]evealing Israeli occupation violations … in society” [214]. 
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3 Similarly, respondents were split on the role of advocacy in the news media. Several 
4 argued that advocacy had no place in journalism and “may play a negative role” [217] or abolish 
5 “totally any sense of objectivity” [202]. Other respondents viewed advocacy as a way to effect 
7 change in society, arguing that advocacy journalism “serves the public interest” as it “is unlike 
8 propaganda; it is a fact-based” [204]. A broadcast producer seemed unsure of advocacy’s place, 
9 defining journalism’s primary role as “highlighting the Palestinian cause and promoting it 
10 globally” [213]. Later in the interview, this journalist criticized partisan work in the field: 
11 “Journalists are taking sides and not at all neutral or objective in their opinions” [213]. 
12 All but one journalist [206] said their organization engages with their audience and the 
13 global community through social networking. On the flip side, one newspaper reporter noted that 
15 the idea of the “social network” is not trusted because it is not always clear what is public and 
16 what is private [203]. In addition, one online reporter observed, occupation censorship over 
17 social media sites resulted in the arrest of dozens of Palestinians because of their publications 
18 against occupation politics [212]. 
19 Economic Security 
20 Economic security is conceptualized in this study as the ability of journalists to provide 
22 basic necessities for themselves and their families (Ahmed 2004; Davies 2013; UNDP 1994). 
23 Historically, human security has been highly correlated with the ability to work effectively in 
24 order to earn a living wage (Davies 2013). Some of the journalists interviewed indicated that 
25 they and/or their organizations faced difficulties in procuring the necessary equipment for their 
26 work. Economic constraints, namely the “lack of ability to conduct investigations that require 
27 time and financial resources,” led to a decline in the level and quality of the journalism produced 
28 [215]. Previous studies of journalists facing a lack of resources found that they often could not 
30 report on important events without adequate funds for such basics as gasoline, or they worked 
31 several jobs at a time, thus making it difficult to produce meaningful work (Cruikshank 2016). 
32 Journalists rely economically on remuneration from the media companies that employ 
33 them, which in turn rely on support from advertisers or other backers, including in the 
34 Palestinian case state or political party funding. Journalists who work for political or state media, 
35 then, may run the risk of losing their jobs if they do not support the reporting agenda of the 
36 ownership. As Hallin and Mancini (2004, 58) noted, in some media “appointments tend to be 
38 made more on the basis of political loyalty than purely professional criteria.” In other countries 
39 where news outlets do not pay adequate salaries for survival and non-state criminal actors are in 
40 control, news workers have been known to be co-opted. Factors such as these can directly affect 
41 income-making potential. Thus, threats to the economic security of individual journalists 
42 emanate from those external entities, especially in economically depressed areas like the West 
43 Bank and Gaza. One respondent said his newspaper experiences economic pressure from 
45 advertisers—big commercial companies as well as official entities, such as municipalities and 
46 governorates [203]. Advertisers threaten to remove funding for political reasons, such as when a 
47 news organization exposes the corruption of one party but ignores the other party [210, 216]. 
48 Importantly, noted a radio reporter, “the top financiers are Palestinian communication companies 
49 whose violations and abuses cannot be spoken of” [206]. 
50 Political Security 
51 Participation in the political process is a fundamental aspect of human security (Peter 
53 2013). Holding elected officials accountable helps ensure that those in power recognize and 
54 respect the other spheres of human security as well (Kaldor 2014). Yet political parallelism, 
55 which is demonstrated by “links between the media and political parties or, more broadly, the 
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3 extent to which the media system reflects the major political divisions of society” (Hallin and 
4 Mancini 2004, 24), makes this less possible, as our study participants indicated. 
5 Almost all the respondents described experiencing some form of political insecurity with 
7 regard to Israeli and/or Palestinian authorities. A freelance reporter said his news agency deals 
8 with conflicting political interests by keeping “equal distance from everybody” [208]. A state 
9 agency reporter, however, said his colleagues mainly present the views of only one party, which 
10 they do not criticize [201]. Although Palestine is signatory to several international conventions 
11 that require it to guarantee certain freedoms to its citizens, including freedom of expression and 
12 opinion, a history of legal guarantees with similar aims but often vague wording has allowed 
13 authorities and others to violate these guarantees through overt censorship and the inability or 
15 unwillingness to enforce those guarantees (UNESCO 2014). Citing security concerns and public 
16 order, authorities often target and detain or imprison journalists (Freedom House 2016, 2017). In 
17 that way, the authorities not only control those journalists and their reporting but also inform 
18 their employers that such ideas or coverage will not be tolerated. 
19 Working in a politically volatile region presents challenges. According to a broadcast 
20 reporter, “with the Palestinian Authority and Hamas, it is sometimes unacceptable to convey 
22 certain views under an intensely polarizing atmosphere, for instance conveying public opinions 
23 on Facebook or covering condemning rallies or investigating security” [209]. A freelance 
24 journalist noted that press freedom “has deteriorated in a society overwhelmed by extensive 
25 polarization and a political regime that restricts scrutiny and suppresses journalism” [203]. 
26 However, the status of press freedom in the West Bank and Gaza is not static. For instance, 
27 observed a news agency reporter from Gaza, “Deterioration is due to the reappearance of 
28 political competitiveness on the Palestinian internal level.… With Israel, the deterioration 
30 depends on the nature of political events” [205]. 
31 A significant concern expressed by most respondents related to the Cyber Crime Law 
32 passed by the Palestinian Authority in June 2017. Press freedom “has become more restrictive in 
33 the previous years, and it is retreating with enacting of the Cyber Crime Act,” said a 
34 multiplatform journalist [217]. The law imposes harsh penalties on journalists who create or 
35 manage “a website or an information technology platform that aims to publish news that would 
36 endanger the integrity of the Palestinian state, the public order or the internal or external security 
38 of the State” (Abbas 2017, Article 20). Several journalists [204, 212, 215, 219] noted that the law 
39 restricts freedom of speech and could prevent publishing. “Yes, the new constraint is the 
40 Electronic Crimes Law,” including the “trial of eight journalists a while ago for publishing on 
41 social media,” an editor said [219]. Thus, political security can be elusive. Moreover, as a radio 
42 reporter observed, “The conflict with Israel obliges journalists to avoid a watchdog role on the 
43 PA, because Israel might use any criticism … in its propaganda against the Palestinian Authority, 
45 which might turn the reporter to ‘collaborator’ with Israelis” [204]. 
46 News organization owners and journalists who are forced into clientelistic arrangements 
47 against their will would face political security issues. Study participants hinted at clientelism, but 
48 possibly for security reasons, they did not elucidate. 
49 Geographic Security 
50 Geographic security deals with the security of individuals to occupy space and move 
51 freely within certain recognized limits, although we acknowledge that a narrow line of literature 
53 identifies bridges to circumvent some of those limitations (Reese 2015; Schmitz Weiss 2015; 
54 United Nations 1966). Putting aside these limitations, the inability of Palestinians to move freely 
55 within their territories, and in particular the obstruction of many Palestinian journalists to freely 
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3 pursue stories, can be viewed as constraints on their geographic security. Almost all respondents 
4 cited difficulties with movement, including travel bans, checkpoints, and blockades, as 
5 challenges to performing their duties as journalists. (See Table 2.) 
7 <Table 2 about here> 
8 An editor for an international news organization indicated that Israeli and Palestinian authorities 
9 contribute to this situation: “The Israeli occupation prevents journalists from covering events 
10 through detention, closure of institutions in addition to the Palestinian political partisans, which 
11 reinforce abuses” [221]. (See Figure 1.) 
12 <Figure 1 about here> 
13 An editor at a private news organization cited a specific violation of geographic security, 
15 giving both the date of the incident and the name of the journalist who was denied entry to 
16 Palestine by Israeli forces after returning from medical treatment abroad [219]. A multiplatform 
17 journalist based in Ramallah noted that although journalists there “may not have a problem with 
18 the issue of mobility, … there are some places under Israeli control, which of course we can’t 
19 access. Nonetheless, we have to try” [217]. Several respondents [215, 216, 217] cited the 
20 detention or arrest of journalists. A TV reporter who covers the West Bank decried the use of 
22 detention as “punishment,” describing how he and “seven other journalists ... were detained for 
23 days before we were bailed out” [215]. 
24 “Freedom of movement” was cited as the greatest challenge faced by journalists working 
25 in Ramallah and Jericho [212, 214]. An online news reporter in the West Bank stated that the 
26 “main obstacle to our work” is the barring of movement, specifically military blockades. She 
27 added that “[s]uch stumbling blocks prevent us from writing many stories and deprive a large 
28 segment of Palestinians of narrating their reality under occupation” [212]. 
30 Infrastructural Security 
31 Infrastructure is often referred to as a public good (Brousseau and Dedeurwaerdere 2012) 
32 that can be associated with the “politics of development discourse” (Wilkins 2016, 24). Our 
33 conceptualization of infrastructural security aims to address literal rather than economic 
34 determinism (Norris 2001) yet acknowledges that resources can become politicized (Przeworski 
35 et al. 2000) or be subject to political orientation. Nevertheless, we suggest that although basic 
36 infrastructure is a target goal for the United Nations in its “Sustainable Development Goals,” the 
38 intergovernmental body states that “roads, information and communication technologies, 
39 sanitation, electrical power and water” remain scarce in many countries (UNDP 2016, para. 9). 
40 For the purposes of this study, infrastructural security refers to the right of people to be 
41 free from want resulting from the deliberate or inadvertent denial of access to infrastructure that 
42 should be available to all. Examples of infrastructure security violations include government 
43 officials shutting off water, unduly curtailing electricity, or blocking access to the Internet or 
45 certain websites. A freelance respondent suggested that the “very existence of [Israeli] 
46 occupation holds back the development of the infrastructure of the entire Palestinian news media, 
47 limits its roles, and allows many to manipulate it” [203]. A reporter from Gaza cited “the crises 
48 of partition and its repercussions and the electricity crises and its negative impact on life” as 
49 some of the greatest challenges faced by journalists [205]. 
50 According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (2016, 2017), more than half 
51 (57.4 percent) of the 4.82 million Palestinian people used the Internet (based on International 
53 Telecommunication Union figures for 2015), and about half of Palestinian households had a 
54 smartphone. Considering that access to information is central to journalists’ ability to perform 
55 their jobs effectively, several respondents criticized the lack of Internet availability and the active 
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3 blocking of websites [209, 215, 218], echoing previous studies that have shown limiting Internet 
4 access is a means of control by authorities (Gagliardone 2014). Furthermore, in 2011, the United 
5 Nations declared access to the Internet a human right, as it allows people to “exercise their right 
7 to freedom of opinion and expression … and to promote the progress of society as a whole” (1). 
8 However, Palestinian access to reliable telecommunications technology has been constrained by 
9 restrictions from Israel, and until early 2018 (after the interviews were conducted), Israel did not 
10 allow Palestinian companies to offer 3G mobile Internet (Freedom House 2015, para. 15). Two 
11 respondents cited the lack of 3G as an impediment to carrying out their work [203, 213]. 
12 Intersecting Influences 
13 The intersection of the various insecurities facing Palestinian journalists—personal, 
15 organizational, community/societal, economic, political, geographic, and infrastructural—has 
16 created an untenable environment for many of the respondents. Journalists spoke about “anxiety” 
17 [209], “a nervous breakdown” [222], and how the “current violence affects our psychology” 
18 [209]. According to one reporter, “The repeated scenes of killings, blood, and other forms of 
19 violence became part of my memory. It stays there” [213]. The insecurity goes beyond physical 
20 violence. As one reporter noted, “the legal pressures are no less serious than political and 
22 security pressures” [207]. 
23 Separating the insecurities facing Palestinian journalists is difficult because, as one radio 
24 and television reporter pointed out, “We are part of the violence practiced against us and the 
25 country” [211]. Journalists both live within these challenges and report on the severity of daily 
26 life. According to one radio and television reporter, “It is difficult to separate between our daily 
27 lives and our profession as journalists. We are covering our own life, its details, and its effect on 
28 our families and our future. It is hard to maintain high morale” [209]. 
30 An examination of the intersection of these insecurities revealed that few journalists had 
31 a concept of what it would mean to work free of fear. Those who could imagine that scenario 
32 hoped for a future where journalists could perform the watchdog role in society. However, a 
33 journalist for a news agency stated, “Working under occupation all my life and not knowing how 
34 it is to work in free countries makes me unqualified to detect the influence of violence” [201]. A 
35 reporter in the Gaza Strip agreed that working in such a violent environment for decades had 
36 normalized “the difficult security conditions” [205]. Many respondents said they saw no 
38 improvement for Palestinian journalists, and according to a newspaper reporter, the future was 
39 “heading towards a dark tunnel” [207]. 
40 Comparison of Domestic and International Media 
41 The scale—local or international—of a news organization appears to make a difference 
42 with regard to journalists’ political, economic, and organizational security. All three spheres can 
43 be threatened when a sense of being “beholden” to an entity, ideology, powerful person, or 
45 financial resource makes journalists neglect their principles. 
46 For economic security and political security, the connection is straightforward: When 
47 livelihoods depend on the favorable coverage of an advertiser or a political party, journalistic 
48 integrity can be challenged. A respondent at a state media agency said, “My news agency reflects 
49 the views of one party only, considers the policies of the state and the ruling party, and attacks 
50 the opposition. ... It’s not allowed to publish a report or an article that criticizes the political 
51 stream of the state…. The organization always submits to the pressure” [201]. He did note, 
53 however, that “some journalists resist the pressure and step out of the public policy line drawn by 
54 the state, using various techniques to reveal some facts, facts that sometimes don’t please the 
55 political oppressor” [201]. 



Page 14 of 22 

Human Security as a Conceptual Framework 
1 
2 

56 
57 
58 
59 
60 

6 

14 

21 

29 

37 

44 

52 

3 Journalists who worked for international news outlets were less likely to mention 
4 challenges to their political autonomy but did note that this issue faced journalists in the region. 
5 One international respondent observed: “Most news media are loyal to a political party or 
7 another, thus motivating journalists to present promotional coverage,” but “[p]ressures (from 
8 political interests) are rejected by my agency” [202]. One reporter who worked for both a state 
9 news organization and a private radio station noted the differences in how the two organizations 
10 responded to political pressures: “I work for a state platform; thus, it distances itself from 
11 opposition parties and mirrors the ruling party’s point of view. As for the private radio, there are 
12 no restrictions that I am aware of” [213]. 
13 The threat to organizational security can be viewed as a combination of the threats to 
15 political and economic security. The organizations where the journalists work often provide their 
16 economic security and can be bound by political affiliations. Therefore, this sphere of human 
17 security was primarily an issue for journalists at state- or party-affiliated news organizations. For 
18 example, an editor at a party-affiliated news organization noted: “A journalist is forced to 
19 express what the organization dictates, even it is contrary to her/his convictions” [222]. 
20 Journalists at international news organizations reported more insecurity related to 
22 infrastructure than did those at local news outlets. With regard to other realms of security, no 
23 significant differences were observed by journalists at either international or local outlets. 
24 Conclusion 
25 Scholars have expanded human security as a conceptual framework into new areas, 
26 including gender studies, environmental studies, and migration research (Martin and Owen 
27 2014). Applying this framework to journalism studies aims to open up new avenues of academic 
28 discovery with myriad dimensions to analyze human security beyond violence, safety, and risk. 
30 This research advances a framework that establishes “a vision of holistic, comprehensive 
31 security, which can address the everyday needs and fears” of individual journalists and 
32 communities (Martin and Owen 2014, 3). The 2018 Reporters Without Borders Press Freedom 
33 Index lists 22 countries in the “black zone,” defined as “very bad,” making it the darkest press 
34 freedom map ever. Another 48 countries are in the “red zone,” which is classified as “bad” for 
35 journalists. The journalists working in these countries face the same seven insecurities examined 
36 here: personal, organizational, community/societal, economic, political, geographic, and 
38 infrastructural. Our main contribution, we suggest, is building out a human security framework 
39 for academic journalism studies in contested, conflict-prone, and post-conflict areas around the 
40 world. 
41 This research points to an existential dilemma facing Palestinian journalists and others in 
42 the profession around the world. Freedoms in modern polities and the freedoms discussed 
43 above—of expression, opinion, movement, and the press—exist because a legitimate authority 
45 guarantees them. The tenuous circumstances surrounding Palestinian sovereignty and the 
46 continuing human security challenges faced by Palestinian journalists are key contributing 
47 factors to the reporting limitations described by the study participants in the preceding pages. 
48 The key to ensuring that journalism in the West Bank and Gaza can carry out its true mission, as 
49 envisioned by the respondents in this study, lies in the hands of those authorities who must 
50 achieve security and peace first. In the meantime, journalism—the imperfect, censored, biased, 
51 and “citizen” sort currently found in the West Bank and Gaza—will continue on and elucidate 
53 whatever truths it can to the communities it is destined to serve. 
54 
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1 
2 
3 TABLE 1 4 Demographics of Palestinian journalists interviewed 
5 
6 Case Occupation Media Platform Education Years in 
7 Profession 
8 201 Reporter, editor, 
9 producer, videographer, 

News agency (video 
section) 

B.A., Journalism and 8 
Media

11 photojournalist 
12 202 Reporter News agency B.A., Political Science 24
13 
14 203 Freelance journalist Newspaper M.A., Electronic 2 
15 Journalism
17 204 Reporter Radio news Diploma, Broadcast 35 
18 Journalism 
19 205 Reporter News agency M.A. 23 
20 206 Reporter Radio news Diploma, Information 6 
21 Technology 
22 207 Reporter, editor, 

23 videographer 
Newspaper and blog B.A., Arabic 33 

Language
25 208 Freelance reporter News agency B.A., Political 22 
26 Science, Journalism
27 209 Reporter Radio news, TV news B.A., English 23 
28 210 Reporter Official news agency B.A., Journalism 16 
29 211 Reporter, editor News agency M.A., Journalism 36 
31 212 Reporter Online news M.A., Contemporary 12
32 Arabic Studies
33 213 Reporter, producer Radio and news agency B.A., Media 8 
34 214 Reporter, editor Newspaper B.A., Language, 6 
35 Literature
37 215 TV reporter TV news B.A., Media; minor in 7
38 TV Broadcasting
39 216 Blogger Online news B.A., Press and Media 7
40 217 Reporter, editor, 
41 videographer 

Newspaper and online M.A., Journalism and 10
New Media

42 218 Editor Online news B.A., Media and 3 
44 Journalism
45 219 Editor Media center B.A., Media and 7 
46 Journalism
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50 

47 220 Reporter, editor News agency B.A., Media and 6 
48 Communication
49 221 Editor Online news B.A. 7 
51 222 Editor Newspaper B.A., Media and 10 
52 Journalism
53 223 Reporter, editor, 
54 photojournalist 

Magazine B.A., Media and 12 
Public Relations
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1 
2 
3 TABLE 2 
4 Closure obstacles by governorate in the West Bank* 
5 
6 
7 Checkpoint Partial 
8 Checkpoint 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

Road Gate 
(open) 

Road Gate 
(closed) 

Road 
Block 

Earthmound  Earthwall Trench Road Barrier Total 

24 Total 44 52 65 59 72 180 30 7 63 572 
25 (%) 
26 
27 

(7.7) (9.1) (11.4) (10.3) (12.6) (31.5) (5.2) (1.2) (11) (100) 

28 * Equivalent data are not available for Gaza.
29 
30 Source: United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Occupied 
31 Palestinian Territory (2017) 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

Jenin 3 1 3 1 5 1 14 

Tubas 1 1 1 4 7 5 19 

Tulkarm 5 2 3 9 2 21 

Nablus 4 9 3 6 10 28 9 3 10 79 

Qalqiliya 2 2 3 4 1 4 3 5 24 

Salfit 2 1 12 3 3 3 1 3 8 33 

Ramallah 8 4 7 13 7 32 2 15 88 

Jericho 1 1 2 2 2 8 

Jerusalem 10 3 4 12 4 10 3 19 65 

Bethlehem 7 10 5 5 10 7 1 2 47 

Hebron 
(excluding H2) 

2 19 26 10 36 76 2 3 174 
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Review 

Only 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
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23 
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27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
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47 
48 
49 
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53 
54 FIGURE 1 
55 Access restrictions in the West Bank and Gaza 
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