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SUMMARY 

Dining Areas 

Factors other than cost to be considered in determining the 
size of the dining area are: The number of persons to be seated, 
space used at the table, space for passage behind chairs, seating 
arrangement, size and type of furniture, and space for china, glass
ware, silver and linen for each place setting and for serving when 
family service is used. 

Based on the leg room used by 50% or more of 84 men and women 
studied, the minimum width recommended for the dining table is 36 
inches. A satisfactory range is 36 to 44 inches. 

Minimum depth of each place setting for a simple dinner was 
14½ inches. A 36-in. table would allow only 7 in. for serving 
dishes; a 44-in. table, 15 inches. 

Based on elbow extension, and also space for china, glassware, 
and silver, the minimum length recommended for each cover is 21 in. 
with a range from 21 to 29 inches. 

Minimum space recommended for passage behind chairs is 22 
inches. A satisfactory range would be 22 to 25 inches. 

Based on data for 50% of the men and women studied, a minimum 
of 5 in. is recommended for pushing back the chair when leaving the 
table. 

A table 72 in. long is recommended for seating 6 persons if 
cover space is 21 in. wide and 14½ in. deep, with one person seated 
at each end. For 12 persons, a table 132 in. long is reconmended. 

Minimum space for a dining area is that with passage behind 
chairs on one side only. With specifications indicated in Table 3, 
an area 11 ft. 6 in. by 7 ft. 7 in. would be needed for 6 persons; 
and for 12 persons, an area 16 ft. 6 in. by 7 ft. 7 inches. With 
passage behind chairs on 4 sides, an area 12 ft. 11 in. by 10 ft. 
5 in. would be needed for 6 persons and for 12 persons, 17 ft. 11 in. 
by 10 ft. 5 inches. 

Ample space would allow cover space 25 in. wide and 23 in. for 
passage behind chairs on all sides. A dining area 14 ft. 1 in. by 
10 ft. 7 in. would be adequate for 6 persons with one person seated 
at each end of the table and an area 20 ft. 1 in. by 10 ft. 7 in. 
would serve for 12 persons. From 18 to 24 in. would need to be 
added to the length or width of a dining area if a buffet is planned 
for. 
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Storage for Meal Service Equipment 

Storage units were especially planned for the moderate 
supply of meal service equipment reported by 50% or more of the 
fann families in the Western Region. Plans were made on the 
basis of three level-of-living groups: low, medium, and high. 
More than half of the families in the low level-of-living group 
use their meal service equipment for both everyday and guest use. 

As the level-of-living rating increased, the kind and number 
of articles for guest use increased considerably. In general, 
however, the median number of patterns or sets of plates, cereal 
dishes, sauce dishes, and saucers that all families in the Western 
Region have for either everyday or guest use is one. 

Fifty percent or more of the families in the medium level-of
living group reported the same kinds and quantity of dishes and 
glassware for everyday use as was reported by those in the low 
level-of-living group except that the medium level-of-living group 
had juice glasses, a non-electric tea or coffee pot, trays, and 
had more luncheon plates and serving plates. 

Families in the high level-of-living group were the only ones 
reporting bread and butter plates for both everyday and guest use. 
In general they reported a service for 8 for family use and a 
service for 12 for guest use. 

Unit space standards were detennined for each type of meal 
service equipment. Space needs for the moderate supply of equip
ment reported by 50% of the families in each level-of-living group 
were assembled into storage walls opening into both the kitchen 
dining area and a second dining area. 

A small compact unit measuring 37 in. wide, 21} in. deep and 
83 in. high was adequate for the meal service equipment of families 
in the low level-of-li7ing group, that for families in the medium 
level-of-living group measured 60 in. wide, 25,t in. deep, and 87 
in. high, and that for the high level-of-living group, 81½ in. wide, 
23½ in. deep and 97¼ in. high. 

By using the unit space standards given in Appendix B, adequate 
storage space may be planned to meet the individual needs of any 
family. 
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DEFINITIONS 

Measures 

Depth - 1. The inside or outside front-to-back measure of 
drawer or compartment. 

2. The inside perpendicular measure of a drawer. 

Height- 1. Distance from floor of room to the top of a 
designated point on an object. Distance above 
a base. 

2. Net vertical measure, either inside or outside; 
for example, drawer, between shelves. 

Length - 1. The longest measure from end to end, as of a 
stored object, a shelf, board, or a silverware 
section. 

Width - 1. The shorter measure, when the longer one has 
been designated by the term "length," for 
example, a shelf or a silverware section. 

2. The side-to-side measure of a drawer or cabinet. 

Types of Cabinets 

Base cabinet 

Wall cabinet 

- One of the requisite depth and height for 
the top to be suitable for use as a work 
surface. 

- One that is fastened to wall above base 
cabinet. 

Household or Family - These tenns are used interchangeably in 
this report since only 3 percent of the 
sample households in the Western Region 
included persons other than family- members. 

Level-of-living 

Western Region 

Cover 

- The scale used took into account certain 
evidences of income spent for family 
living over a period of years. Thirty-six 
items on the schedule were used as indica
tors of level-of-living. 

- Includes the states of Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, 
Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming. 

- Designation tor place at a table. 
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INDOOR DINING AREAS 

FOR RURAL HOMES IN THE WESTERN REGION 

B. Eleanor Johnson 
and Elizabeth'Hurley '!/ 

A house planned to meet the specific needs of the family group that is to occupy 
it has long been the goal of those interested in illlproving housing for rural families. 
Such a house would be easy to live in and easy to care for. It would have ample 
space for privacy and for carrying on all household and family activities; it would 
have space especially planned for the equipment used in carrying on these activities 
and would be truly functional. 

From the standpoint of frequency and number of persons affected, the serving of 
meals is one of the important activities in the home. If meal serrtce areas are to 
meet family needs, it is essential that planning be based on family customs, the num
ber of persons for whom seating space is desired, the family meal serYice equipment, 
and preference as to where in the house, space for sernng meals should be provided. 

SIZE OF DI NI NG AREAS 

To meet the desires expressed by a majority of the farm homemakers in the 
Western Region, dining space in the kitchen should be adequate for seating 6 persons; 
that in the dining or living room« 12 persons. g/ 

STANDARDS FOR SPACE DIMENSIONS 

Physical Measurements and Dining~ 

If comfort in dining is to be achieved, 
room required by persons seated at the table 
estimating floor space for the dining table. 
studies were carried on. 

Study I 1/ 

the body build and the leg and elbo
should be taken into consideration in 

To obtain physical measurements, 2 

In the first study, 6 measurements were taken of 29 men and 29 women patrons of 
the University of Arizona cafeteria. These were selected as a test sample on basis 
of age and sex distribution of the total population of the 11 Western States as re
ported in the 1950 Census of the United States. The subjects ranged in age from 15 

1/ B. Eleanor Johnson, formerly Director, School of Home Economics; Professor of Home 
- Economics (retired). Elizabeth B. Hurley, staff dietition, Veterans Administra

tion Hospital, Tucson. 

£/ From a study of "Housing Needs of Western Farm Families," Research Report Number 1, 
Western Cooperative Series, Agricultural Experiment Stations. 

3/ This study was carried on by two seniors in anthropology at the University of 
- Arizona: Vorsila Bohrer and Larry Stone. 



to 54 years; in height from 59.9 to 76.5 in.; in weight from 100 to 210 pounds. 
Many came from rural communities in states in the Western Region. 

Measurements of the maximum side-ward extension of the body (elbow room used) and 
maximum inward extensions of the body (leg room used) were taken of each of these 
persons when seated in a comfortable position at the table. 

A large anthropometric caliper was used to measure height and a smaller one w.s 
used to measure maximum hip breadth, shoulder breadth, and elbow extension. A yard
stick was used to measure the extension of the feet under the table. 

The diners were seated at a table 36 in. sq. and 30.8 in. high. The chair seat 
was 16 in. wide and deep, and was 18.8 in. from the floor. The cover consisted of a 
9.2 in. plate, a fork 7 in. long, and a knife 9.3 in. long. Food was placed at 
random on the plate. 

The maximum elbow extension was found by measuring the subject across the back 
from elbow to elbow when using both knife and fork and when using the fork only. The 
maximum leg extension was found by measuring the distance from a line on the floor., 
parallel to the table edge and straight down from it, to the innermost extension of 
the legs and feet under the table. Maximum shoulder breadth was taken with the anns 
at the side of the body; maximum hip breadth was taken with the subject seated for
ward in the chair with elbows on the table. Height (with shoes on) and weight (as 
given by the cooperating diners) were also recorded. 

The study indicates that when the fork only is being used, 50% of the men who 
cooperated are comfortably seated at the table with cover space 24 in. long and 21 
in. deep. Fifty percent of the women would be comfortable with space 20 in. long 
and 17 in. deep. If 75% are to be comfortable, space 25 in. long and 26 in. deep 
wuld be needed for the men, and space 21 in. long and 19 in. deep 'WOUld be needed 
for the wmen. 

The average (mean) size of the cover space used by the 58 men and wmen was 22 
in. long and 19 in. deep when the fork only was being used; but when both knife and 
fork were in use, the average space w.s 27 in. long and 19 in. deep. 

Study II 

The second study was made to obtain additional data for cover space allow.nee 
and to determine the space used in passage to and from the table and in serving. 

The sample of 26 'WOmen was chosen on the basis of weight. The range in weight--
102 to 180 pounds--and the percentage distribution was the same as that reported for 
the middle 90% of the liOmen in the 0 1Brien and Shelton study of "WOmen•s measurements 
(9). 

Nine body measurements were taken of each of the 26 women cooperating in the 
stud.1: ~ight, height., bust girth, hip girth, maximum breadth of hips in sitting 
position, maximum breadth of shoulders with anns relaxed and hands on the lap, 
•xi.mum leg extension, and maximum elbow extension lihen using both knife and fork 
and when uaing fork only. 

The dining table was 96 in. long, 54 in. wide, and .30 in. high. The chairs were 
19 in. wide, 19½ in. deep with the seat 18 in. from the floor. Each cover consisted 
of a lo½ in. plate, a cup and saucer 6¼ in. in diameter, a water glass J½ in. in dia
meter, a 7 3/4 inch fork, a knife 9 3/4 in. long, a 6¼ in. teasron and a napkin 4t 
in. wide. The total space for the cover was 2$ in. long and 14 in. deep. The 
platter used in serving was 16 in. long and 12i in. wide. 
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Table l. - Bod7 aeaeureaente and apace w,ed tor meal eem.ce 
activities, studies I and II. 

St.udv I StudV II Studies I and II 

asurements 29 WOMD 29 ..n 26 wc:aen r;r; WOIIIBn Bh aen and women 
Median Third Median Third Median Third Median Third Median Third 

quartile quartile quartile Quartile QuartilA Mean 

- - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Pounds - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
~ht 120.0 146.o 160.0 180.0 127.0 149.0 121.0 146.o 144.4 165.7 143.8 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Inches - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - ~ - -- -
~t 64.2 66.3 70.5 12.0 64.8 66.5 64.6 66.3 66 • .3 69.o 66.9 

adth 
!lip• 15.0 16.l 16.l 17.3 15.6 16.5 15.6 16., 15.9 16.8 15.8 

adth 
ahoulders 15.3 1,.1 11.1 18.S 15.5 16.3 15.4 l.6.1 16.2 17.l 16. 3 

ension 11.0 18.5 21.0 26.0 14.7 19.2 1,.8 19.0 17.9 21.4 18.2 

1ow extension 
,th extended 2.3.6 26.6 27.6 32.3 2.3.2 24.B 2.3.6 25.2 25.3 2.8.7 25.7 

1e extended 19.8 21.1 23.5 25.4 20.2 21.1 20.0 21.1 21.1 22.4 21.2 
t arm at side 

Additional measurements 

eadth acrol!la back elbow to elbov 
when seated 17 • .3 18.4 

.b ow extension with three people eating 
Both extended 22.3 23 • .3 
One extended, one ana at side 19.2 20.6 

ace used in passage behind chair 
Prepositioned 21.a 24.3 
When leaving table 20.9 2.3.2 
When serving 21.9 25.0 

air IIOV8d 
In being seated .3.5 4.5 
In leaving table 4.7 6.6 
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The dining chair was placed in front of the cover with the front edge of the 
seat parallel to the table's edge and directly below it. A chalk line, marking the 
position, was drawn on the floor. 

Each cooperator was asked to be seated without changing the position of the 
chair for the first measure of maxiD1UD1 leg extension. She was then asked to adjust 
the chair to the position customary and comfortable for her. Maximum leg extension 
1i1as again measured together with the distance the chair had been moved under the 
table. Maximum elbow extension was measured when the cooperator was using both knife 
and fork and when using fork only. 

To determine whether or not individual space needs areinfluencedby those sit
ting next to one at the table, covers for three -were laid on the same side of the 
table. Chairs were pre-positioned, and the person to be measured was seated in the 
center with a young woman on each side. Maximum elbow extension of the subject was 
then measured when using knife and fork and when using fork only, and again when all 
three were using both knife and fork and when they were using just the fork. 

Since the dining area should provide space for serving and also for persons 
entering and leaving to pass between built-ins or pieces of furniture, measurements 
were taken of the space used for these activities by each cooperator. 

Space used for passage (to and from the table) was measured from a point on the 
floor established by dropping a perpendicular line from the outennost extension of 
the body to the floor line of the back of the pre-positioned chair. The distance the 
chair was pushed back when rising and leaving the table was measured from the front 
edge of the seat of the chair to the table edge. 

To determine the amount of space used in serving, the cooperator was measured 
while carrying a platter to the host's cover. The measure was taken from a point on 
the floor determined by the outermost extension of the body of the server to the 
floor line of the back of the pre-positioned chairs. 

The mean weight of the group was 134.4 pounds as compared with a mean of 133.5 
pounds for the 10,042 women included in the O'Brien and Shelton study. Other meas
urements compare as follows: 

Mean height 
Mean bust girth 
Mean hip girth 

O'Brien and Shelton study 
(in measuring costume) 

63.2 inches 
35.6 inches 
38.8 inches 

This study 
(fully clothed) 

64.7 inches 
36.5 inches 
39.0 inches 

Results of the study indicate that when leaving the table the 26 "WOmen pushed 
the chair back almost to the table's edge--a median of 4.7 inches and a mean of 4.5 
inches. They used a median of 20.9 inches (third quartile 23.2 inches, mean 20.9 
inches) in passing behind the chair 'When leaving the table. 

The median space used in serving was 21.9 inches. The third quartile was 25.0 
inches and the mean 22.5 inches. 

Results also indicate that for 50% of the women cooperating in study II, 15 in. 
is sufficient space under the table, but if 75% are to be comfortable, 19 in. are 
needed. This group will need cover space 20-21 in. long when the fork only is being 
used, 23-25 in. long 'When both knife and fork are being used, 22-24 inches when 
passing behind a pre-positioned chair and 22-25 inches for serving (Fig. 1). 
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The average (mean) size of the cover space used was 20 in. long and 16 in. deep 
when the fork only was being used and 23 in. long., 16 in. deep liben both knife and 
fork were being used. 

T110 studies combined 

Data obtained for the women 1n the first and second study were combined after 
the null hypothesis was tested and no significant difference found bet-wen the t110 
groups. The average (mean) cover space used by the 84 men and 110men cooperating in 
the tw studies was 21 in. long and 18 in. deep when the fork only was being used, 
and 26 in. long and 18 in. deep when both knife and fork were in use. 

The dining ~ 

The dining table should be large enough to provide comfortable elbow and leg 
room for the number of persons to be seated., as well as space enough for the dishes., 
silver and glassware needed for each cover and for serving. 

Equipment for a cover for dinner usually requires more space than that for 
breakfast or lunch. Service needed for a dinner of pork chops, peas, mashed potato, 
gravy, pear and cheese salad., bread and butter, chocolate pie., and coffee or hot 
chocolate was used 1n this stud)r. !v' 

For each cover the following articles, with stated diameters., were provided: 
dinner plate, 10-1/2 in.; salad plate., 8 in.; pie plate., 8 in.; cup and saucer., 6-1/4 
in.; water glass, 3-1/2 in.; fork., 7-3/4 in. long and l in. wide; knife, 9-3/4-in. 
long and 1 in. wide; teaspoon, 6-1/4 in. long and 1-1/4 in. wide; dessert-fork., 7 in. 
long and 1 in. wide; and a napkin 4-1/2 in. wide. With this equi;pment placed one in. 
from the table's edge and 1/4 in. apart., the cover measured 26-1/4 in. long and 17 
in. deep. lt.hen the salad plate and dessert fork were not included., space for the 
cover measured 25 in. long and 14-1/2 in. deep. With china less generous in size and 
the napkin folded to a smaller size, cover space measured 21 in. long and 14-1/2 in. 
deep. 

Serving dishes used were: a bread plate, 10-1/2 in. in diameter; a butter pl.ate 
8-1/2 in.; a platter, 12-1/2 in. long and 9 in. wide; a round vegetable bowl, 10-3/4 
in. in diameter; an oval vegetable bowl, 10-1/2 in. long and 8 in. wide; a gravy bowl 
Bin. in diameter; a creamer, 5-3/4 in. long and 4-1/2 in. wide; a sugar bowl, 8 in. 
long and 5-3/4 in. wide; and a knife used as a butter knife., 9-3/4 in. long and one 
in. wide. A space 13 in. long was needed for placing the platter in front of the 
host I s cover. 

Space recommendations 

The cover: Space for the china, glassware and silver needed for each cover for 
a simple dinner ranged from 21-25 in. long with a depth of 14-1/2 inches. 

Cover space allowance as indicated by leg room used by 84 men and wmen, and 
room used with one elbow extended and one arm at the side, averaged 21 in. long and 
18 in. deep. With both elbows extended when using both knife and fork, apace used 
averaged 26 in. long and 18 in. deep. 

4/ This was the family dinner Wiley (13) used in a time and motion study and the 
- dishes required for serving this dinner were used by Wood (14) in "A study of the 

location and counter area requirements of a mechanical dishwasher. 11 
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Minillwn length recommended for each cover is 21 in. with minimwn depth 14 1/2 in. 
for the place setting. Minimum depth recommended for leg room is 18 inches. 

Cover space 2L to 29 in. long would permit greater freedom of movement. A 25-in. 
space would permit chairs 19 in. wide, the average for those found on the local mar
ket, to be placed 6 in. apart, as recommended by the Committee on the Hygiene of 
Housing of the American Public Health Association (13). 

For a more elaborate dinner, the cover space allowance will be determined by the 
number and size of the additional pieces of china, silver and glassware used in each 
place setting. 

The dining table: A table 42 in. wide wuld meet the leg room requirements of 
75% of the men and women included in the two studies and would provide for t"WO covers 
14 1/2 in. deep plus depth of 13 in. for serving dishes. A table 36 in. wide wuld 
meet leg room requirements for 50% of the group and would provide for two covers 
14 1/2 in. deep but would allow little space for serving dishes. 

In addition to the size of the individual cover and the number to be seated, 
seating arrangement influences the size table desirable for a given number of persons. 
With covers 21 in. long and one person seated at each end of the table, a table: 50 
in. long is ample for seating 4; 71 in. for 6; 92 in. for 8; 113 in. for 10; and 134 
in. for 12. 

If covers 21 in. long were placed on the long sides only, a rectangular table 42 
in. long would seat 4; one 63 in. long would seat 6; one 84 in. long would seat 8. A 
table 105 in. long 'M:>uld seat 10, and one 126 in. long would seat 12. 

With cover apace 25 in. long and one person seated at each end of the table, the 
length 'M:>uld be: 54 in. for 4; 79 in. for 6; 104 in. for 8; 129 in. for 10; and 154 
in. for 12. With covers placed on the long sides only, the length of the table would 
be: 50 in. for 4; 75 in. for 6, 100 in. for 8, 125 in. for 10; and 150 in. for 12. 

Dining tables found in the local market averaged flJ in. long and 42 in. vi.de. 
Table leaves averaged 12 in. in width. 

Table 2 - Length of dining table-If- for seating specified nwnbera 

te~ih o? tao!e in Iiichea 
Number Covers 21 inches loruz: Covers 2'> inches long 
to be One at each No one at One at each No one at 
seated end of table table ends end of table table ends 

4 fl) 421 fl) fl) 

6 72 12 cw2> 84 84 (72~) 
8 96 84 108 108 (96 ~ 

10 120 108 132 132 (1203) 
12 132 132 (1202) 156 156 (144) 

* Rectangular table ro inches long, 42 inches vi.de. Table leaves 12 inches wide. 
1 A table 42 inches square is ample in size. 
2 Covers 20 inches long and slight crowding. 
3 Covers 24 inches long. 

Passing and serving: The minimU11 space reco•ended for passing between pieces 
of fumiture or'beiween pieces of fumiture and the wall is 22 inches. A satisfactory 
range would be 22 to 25 inches. 
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I 

~ 
~ 

I 

umt>er 
to be 
seated -

41 

62 

8 

10 

12 

4 

6 

8 

10 

111 sides 

101511 X 71 2" 
(74.7 sq. ft.) 

10 1511 X 81811 

(90.3 sq. ft.) 

10 1811 X 101511 

(111.1 sq. ft.) 

12 1811 X 101511 

(131.9 sq. ft.) 

141811 X 10 1511 

(152.8 sq. rt.) 

1111111 X 10 1511 

(124.1 sq. ft.) 

12 111" X 10 1511 

(134.5 sq. rt.) 

1411111 X 10 1511 

(155.4 sq. ft.) 

16 111" X 10 15" 
(176.2 sq. ft.) 

Table J. - Dining areas recommended 1·or seat.ing spe~.1.J.tsu. DWIIUV4. u.1. 
persons vi th minimum cover spacett-

Size area with passage behind chairs on 
Three sides Two sides 

A. No one at ends of table 

101511 X 51411 

(55.6 sq. rt.) 

10 1511 X 6 110" 
(71.2 sq. rt.) 

1015" X 811011 

(92 sq. rt.) 

1011011 X 101511 

(l12.8 sq • .ft.) 

12 11011 X 101511 

(133.7 sq. rt.) 

91 X 5,4n 
(48 sq • .rt.) 

91 I 611011 

(61.5 sq. ft.) 

91 I 8110• 
(79.5 sq. tt.) 

1011011 X 91 

(97.5 sq. rt.) 

12 11011 X 91 

(ll5.5 sq. rt.) 

B. One at each end of table 

10 1611 X 101511 10 1611 X 91 

(109.4 sq. rt.) (94.5 sq. rt.) 

111611 X 10 1511 ll 16" X 91 

(119.8 sq. rt.) (103.5 sq. ft.) 

13 16" X 101511 13 16" X 91 

(140.3 sq. rt.) (121.5 sq. ft.) 

151611 X 10 15" 151611 X 91 

(161.5 sq. rt.) (139.5 sq. rt.) 

One side 

7•7• I 5•4• 
(40.4 sq. rt.) 

717• I 6110• 
(51.8 sq. rt.) 

8110• I 717• 
(67 sq. tt.) 

10110" I 717" 
(82.2 sq. rt.) 

12 110• I 717• 
(97.3 sq. tt.) 

10 16• I 7•7• 
(79.6 sq. rt.) 

ll16• I 717• 
(87.2 sq. rt.) 

13 1611 X 717• 
(102.4 sq. rt.) 

15 16" X 7•7• 
(ll7 .5 sq. rt.) 

12 17 Ill" X 10 15• 16 1611 X 101511 161611 X 91 161611 I 717• 
(186.6 sq. ft.) (l.7~._2 s~ _.ft._)___ (14~.~~q • .ft_!_l~-- (125.1 sq. rt. *Rectangular- dining table 60 inches. long and 42 inches wide-;-table -leaves 12 incheslilae; chair 19 i.nchei-wfiie an, 

inches deep, covers 21 inches long and 14 1/2 inches deep, allowance for passage behind chairs 22 inches, allowance between chair and wall where no passage is planned 5 inches. 
lTable 42 inches square. 
2No leaf added to 60 inch table, cover space 20 inches long. 
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I 

Humber 
to be 
seated 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

Table 4. - Dining area recommended for seating specified number of persons 
vith ample space and passage behind chairs on all sideaif-

Size of dining area 

Ho one at ends One at each end 
Cover 24 inches lo,!!i 

ifo one at ends · -- One at each end 
Cover 25 inches ion~ 

of table or table of table of table 

10•7• I 8110" 12'1" I 1017" 101711 X 811011 12 11" I 10'7" 
(93.5 sq. tt.) (127.9 sq. ft.) (93.5 sq. rt.) (127.9·sq. rt.) 

101711 I 9110" 13'1" I 101711 10110" X 101711 141111 X 1017" 
(104.1 sq • .rt.) (138.5 sq. ft.) (114.7 sq. rt.) (149 sq. rt.) 

1111011 I 10'7• 1511" X 1017" 12 11011 I 101711 16 1111 I 10'7" 
(12,.2 sq. rt.) (159.6 sq. rt.) (13.5.8 sq. ft.) (170.2 sq. ft.) 

13 110" I 101711 ' 17 1111 I 1017" 1411011 I 10'7" 18 11" I 10'7" 
(146.4 sq. f't;.) (180.8 sq. ft.) (1.57 sq. rt.) (191.4 sq. ft.) 

15110" I 1017" 19'1" X 1017" 1611011 I 101711 20 1111 X 1017" 
(167.6 sq. tt.) (202 sq. rt.) (178.2 sq. f't;.) (212.5 sq. ft.) 

•Rectangular table 60 inches long, 42 inches vide, table leaves 12 inches wide, chairs 19 inches wide, 19 1/2 inches 
deep, cover 14 1/2 inches deep, passage behind chairs 23 inches, storage cabinet nush with wall. 

1Add 18 to 24 inches to length or width, if a buffet is planned for. 
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Article 

~ 

Sq. Ft. shelf space 

Table S. - Moderate and liberal supply of meal service equipment for 
which storage space is suggested, by level-of-living 

I.ow IA:lvel-0£ .. Living' Medium IA:lvel-Of-Living High IA:lvel-Of"Living 
Moderate SuEEll 1 Liberal SuEf~l;Y: Moderate SuEEll 2 Liberal SUJ2Ell Moderate SuEElY 3 Liberal Su,E,elz 
Every Day Every Guest Every Guest Every Guest Every Guest Every Guest 
And Guest Use Dav Use Use D~v Use Use Day Use Use De.v Use Use Dav Use Use 

8 8 0 8 0 8 0 8 0 8 8 
fee 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 12 12 12 12 
butter 0 8 0 0 0 8 8 8 12 8 12 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 
8 8 8 12 8 12 8 8 12 8 12 
8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 12 8 12 
8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 12 8 12 
8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 12 8 12 
8 8 0 8 0 8 8 8 12 8 12 

sets 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 
hes 3 3 3 3 0 3 3 3 4 3 4 

2 2 2 2 0 2 1 3 2 3 2 
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 2 
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

or 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 2 
non-electric) 

0 1 0 2 0 2 1 2 2 2 2 
6 6 3 6 3 6 3 6 4 6 4 

ble 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 1 

0 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 12 0 12 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 
0 6 0 12 0 12 0 12 0 12 12 
0 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 12 0 12 

12 12 12 12 0 12 12 12 12 12 12 

0 4 0 h 4 4 

(Table continued on next pare) 
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Table 5. (Continued) 

Low I.evel-Of-Livin~ Medium level•Of-Livin~ 
Moderate SuEEll 1 Liberal SuEEl;t Moderate SuEE1Y 2 Liberal SuEElz 
Every Day Every Guest Every Guest Every Guest 

Article And Guest Use Dav Use Use Dav Use Use Dav Use Use 

Table Applie.nces 

Coffeemaker 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 
Toaster l 1 0 1 0 l 0 
Waffle iron 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 
Grill 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Silverware 

Butter spreaders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Forks 8 12 8 8 8 12 12 Knives 8 12 8 8 8 12 12 Teaspoons 12 16 12 12 12 18 16 
Tablespoons 6 6 4 6 6 6 6 Soup spoons 6 8 8 8 8 8 8 
Seri.•ing pieces 2 3 3 2 3 h 5 Salad forks or other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

pieces for individual 
service 

Te.ble Linens 

Napkinf; 1 1611 and less 0 0 8 0 0 12 12 
Napkins, over 1611 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 
PlPce me.ts 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Table cloth, 2 Yds. end h h 3 5 0 5 3 less 
Te.ble cloth, over 2 Yds. 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 
Table pad 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Vases, Accessories 

Sq. rt. shelf space 0 0 0 2 

Table leaves 2 3 

1. Basis for planning Storage Wall I. 
2. Ba.sis for planning Storage Wall II. 
3. Basis for planning Storage Wall III 

Hi~h I.evel-Of-tiviruz 
Moderate S!!EEl;r J 1I: Liberal Su:eEb 
Every Guest Every Guest 
Dav Use Use Dav Use Use 

l 0 1 0 
1 0 l 0 
l 0 1 0 
0 0 0 1 

0 0 0 12 
8 12 12 12 
8 12 12 12 

12 16 16 24 
6 6 6 6 
8 8 10 12 
4 5 h 6 
0 0 0 12 

12 12 12 12 
0 12 0 12 
0 0 8 0 
6 4 6 4 

0 3 0 6 
l 0 1 0 

4 4 

.3. 



Dining areas 

In the kitchens- For seating 6, the size of the area ranges from 7 rt. 7 in. by 
6 rt.~iii. to 16 tt.. 5 in. by 8 rt. 8 in. and tor seating 12, from 12 tt.. 10 in. by 
7 rt. 7 in. to '.1.4 tt.. 8 in. b7 10 tt. 5 in. when no one is seated at the ends ot the 
table. When one person is seated at each end, the range is from 11 rt. 6 in. by 7 tt. 
7 in. to 12 tt.. 11 in. by 10 rt. 5 in. for 6 and 16 tt.. 6 in. b7 7 rt. 7 in. to 17 ft. 
11 in. by 10 rt. 5 in. for 12. 

In the dininfc,or ~ room:- For 12 persons the size ot the area ranges from 
15 rt.:-101n. by 1ft:-,-Iii. "'vfth 24-inch covers and no one seated at the ends of the 
table to 20 ft. 1 in. by -lOft.,7 in. vith 25-inch covers and one person seated at each 
end of the table. For 6 persons the range in size is from 10 ft. 7 in. by 9 ft. 10 in. 
to 14 .f't.. 1 in. by 10 tt.. 7 in. 

For families with portable buffets, 18 to 24 inches should be added to either the 
length or width of the dining area. (Fig. 2.) 

STORAGE FOi MEAL SERVICE EQUIPMENT 

Storage units planned for specific kinds of equipment are seldom found in rural 
homes. Cupboards with non-adjustable, evenl.y' spaced shelves, drawers uniform in size, 
and closets with hooks or rods at one level are thought to be adequate. However, if' 
builders know where families carry on specific activities within the home or where 
they would like to if they had a new house and know what equipment they have for 
carrying on these activities, storage may be planned to fit the individual family 
needs. 

Storage units (Storage Walls I, II and III) were planned to provide space for 
the moderate supply meal-service equipment reported by fann homemakers in the three 
level-of-living groups. 

Unit space standards presented in Appendix 11B11 were used as a basis in planning. 
These standards will be useful in planning storage for a more liberal supply of 
equipment. 

The following fundamental principles of good storage were used as a guide in 
planning: 

1. All storage space in the house should be so located and arranged as to 
permit maximum freed.om in the use of the house with a minimmn eJq>ense for its 
building and upkeep. 

2. Tools and supplies used in connection with an activity should be stored 
as near as possible to the place of first use and pre-positioned where possible. 

3. Storage space should be convenient and should require a minimum of time 
in placing and removing articles and in keeping the space in order. 

4. Storage should be planned with space economy in mind for easy conversion 
to new and alternate uses. 

5. Space should be so planned as to prevent injury by rubbing or bumping to 
the article stored and should provide protection from dust and other deteriorating 
substances. 

- 16 -



6. Storage space should be planned to insure safety., comfort and con
venience in use, and economy of energy to the user. For example, articles 
used most often should be stored where neither stooping nor stretching is 
necessary in placing or removing them. 

7. Articles stored should be easy to see., easy to reach., and easy to 
grasp. 

Storage Units for Dishes ancl Glassware 
Because of the difference in dish and glassware quantity, storage space needed 

by families in the three level-of-living groups for which data are available varies 
considerably. 

Application of accepted principles of storage to space planned for china and 
glassware resulted in a plan in which the heavy articles and those used most often 
were stored on shelves within easy reach and sight, and lighter weight articles and 
those used infrequently on less accessible shelving. Where grouping dishes according 
to height made for better utilization of space this plan was used. 

Plates of the same size were stacked and placed on the shelf in single rows. 
Cups were stacked by twos and stored 2 - 3 rows deep. Glasses, if alike in size and 
shape, were also stored 2 - 3 rows deep. If they flared at the top, space was saved 
by inverting every- other one. Articles differing in size and shape were stored one 
row deep. 

Files were planned for serving plates, platters and trays, because with this 
type of storage, articles were not only plainly visible, but any article could be re
moved without disturbing the others. 

Standards for space dimensions 

In determining space requirements, the depth of the articles to be stored 
detennined the depth of the shelving and the ease of placing and removing detemined 
the clearance around the articles. At least½ inch was allowed over the front to back 
over-all measure of the widest article assigned to the shelf. If the article could be 
grasped at the top .or in front (for example, a pitcher) ½ inch was sufficient unless 
the article was large or unwieldy. If the article required the use of both hands (for 
example, a stack of dishes) one in~ was allowed. 

The distance between shelves was determined by the tallest article assigned to 
the shelf. A vertical clearance of one inch over an object was found to be adequate. 

Space reconmended ~ storing dishes ~ glassware 

In planning storage for dishes and glassware it was found that: articles that 
stack well could be stored economically on 12-inch shelving; platters, serving plates 
and trays were placed and removed with greater convenience if stored in vertical or 
horizontal files. 

~ .!!!!!-o.f-living group 

For storing the moderate supply of dishes and glassware reported by families in 
the low level-of-living group, the following plan is suggested: A cupboard., with three 

- 17 -
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adjustable shelves and one stationary shelf, which measures 35½ inches wide, 11½ 
inches deep and 33½ inches high; a 4-slot vertical file 10-5/8 inches wide, 20 inches 
deep and 14 inches high for platters and serving plates; and a compartment for pitchers 
and a toaster 18-1/8 inches wide, 20 inches deep and 14 inches high. (Figures 5 and t.) 

Medium level-of-living group 

For families in the medium level-of-living group, satisfactory stora&8 of a 
moderate supply of dishes and glassware was possible with a cupboard 32-3/4 in. 
high with three adjustable shelves and one stationary shelf 58½ inches wide and 12 
in. deep; a compartment 21¼ in. wide, 20 in. deep and 27½ in. high, with one 
adjustable shelf for pitchers, coffee pots and table appliances; and a 10-slot 
file 29-3/4 inches wide, 20 inches deep and 12-3/4 inches high with 1/4 inch dividers, 
for serving plates, platters and trays. 

High ~-of-living ~ 

For storing a moderate supply of dishes and glassware for the high level-of
living group, the following units are suggested: (1) A 4-shelf unit 8o inches wide, 
12 inches deep and 40¼ inches high for everyday and guest dishes; a 2-shelf unit, 
51-3/4 in. wide, 12 in. deep and 16-3/4 in. high for glassware; space 20-3/4 in. 
wide, 20 in. deep and 3-3/4 in. high, for vegetable bowls; a 7-slot file (5 horizontal 
and 2 vertical) 20-3/4 in. wide, 20 in. deep and 12¼ in. high, for everyday serving 
plates, platters and trays; and a 6-slot vertical file 14 in. wide, 20 in. deep and 
14 in. high for serving plates, platters, and trays for guest use. 

Storage Units For Silverware 

The storage of silverware presents a complex planning problem. Many families 
have two sets, one for everyday family use and one for use when entertaining. The 
problem involves planning storage units that permit ease in placing and removing 
individual pieces in a minimum of space in such a manner that scratches will be 
negligible. Some provision for protection against tarnish is also desirable. 

Standards _!2! space dimensions 

Since no information was available on the size or pattern or the silverware re
ported by fam families, these were investigated locally. A survey of the market 
showed that variation in the size of various pieces of silver was not great, ranging 
from ¼ to ½ inch. Measurements of the largest pieces were used in planning space 
needs (Appendix 11B11). 

Construction allowances given in Wilson's study (2) were used a8 a guide (in 
planning drawers for storage of the silver reported by f am homemakers in the Westem 
region). On the recoJ1D11.endation of an experiences cabinetmaker, two changes were 
made: the thiclmess of the plywood for the back of the drawer was increased from¼ to 
½ inch and that for the bottom from ¼ to J/8 inch. 
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T•bl• 6. - Shelf space recommended for a moderate and for a liberal supply of dishes and glassware for everyday 
and guest use and for those seldom-used, by level-of-living 

Qantit7 

Moderate 

Liberal 

Level-of-
living 
group 

WV 
Medium 
High 

WW 
MediUll 
High 

WW 
Mediua 
High 

ww Level-of-Living Medium Level-of-Living High Level-of-Living 

Feet of Shelving Feet of Shelving Feet of Shelving 

12-Inch 20-Inch 12-Inch 20-Inch 12-Inch 20-Inch 

12'9" 0'9" 21'0" 2'0" 40'3" 2'3" 

29'9" 1 1 611 3619" 210" 47'9" 213" 

Table 7. - Drawers for storage of silverware 

Silver l 
Every- Guest• Inside Dimensions Outside Dimensions 
day use use Width Depth Height Width Depth Height 

I I 
X I 1.3 19¼ 2¼ 14 20¼ 2-7/8 
I 0 

I I 
I I 11½ 20 2-.3/4 12½ 21 .3-3/8 
I -
I I 
X X 11 18½ 2-.3/4 12 19½ .3-3/8 
I -

Construction 
Slots Spedial 

in Sections Knife 
Holder Holder 

6 

5 2 

5 1 1 

Space for 

8 each forks, knives , 
soupspoons, 12 tea-
spoons, 6 tablespoo~ s, 
4 serviru!. pieces 

10 forlcs, 10 knives, 
12 teaspoons, 6 tabl e, spoons, 8 soupspoons 
4 serving pieces 

8 each forks, knive 
' soupspoons, 12 tea-

spoons, 6 tablespoo ns, 
4 serviM pieces 



I\) 

w 

Level-of- Silver 
PLAN living tvery- Guest 

group day use use 

IV High - X 
Liberal 
Supply 

V Medium X X 
Liberal Liberal 
Supply Supply 

High X 

VI High - X 
Liberal 
Supply 

VII High - X 
Liberal 
Supply 

Table 7. (Continued) 

1 
Inside Dimensions Outside Dimensions 

IA!'idth Depth Height Width Depth Height 

14½ 20 3 15½ 21 3-5/8 

15½ 19¼ 2¼ l(,t 2o¼ 2-7/8 

17 19-3/t 2¼ 18 20-3/4 2-7/8 

11¼ 21 3 12¼ 22 3-5/8 

Construction 
Slots Special 

in Sections Knife 
Holder Holder 

6 2 1 

6 

7 

6 1 1 

Space for 

12 each forks, kniv 
salad forks or othe 
butter spreaders, 
soupspoons, 18 tea-
spoons, 6 tablespoo 
3-piece carving set 
3 serving pieces 

El,, 

rs, 

na, 

12 forks, 12 knives, 
16 teaspoons, 6 
tablespoons, 8 soup-
spoons, S serving 
pieces 

12 each forks, kniT ., 
soupspoons, aa.lad 
forks or butter 
spreaders, 24 tea-
spoons, 6 tablespoo ,na, 
6 serviruz piecea 

12 each forks, knh a, 
soupspoons, salad 
forks, butter 
spreaders, 24 tea-
spoons, 6 tableepoo na, 
6 servinR pieces 

1Add one-eighth inch to height, width and depth if drawer is lined with Pacific Silver Cloth to guard against tarnish. 



Allowances for Thickness of Plywood Used 
in Construction of Storage for Silverware 

Structural Section 

Side 
Back 
Front 
Bottom 
Dividers 

Wilson's Recommendations 

Inches 

f to 3/4 
4 
3/4 to 1 
1 

¼to½ 

Measurements Used 

Inches 

J.. 

f plus 3/8 inch lip 
3/8 (set up¼ inch) 
¼; 1-3/4 to 2-3/4 inches 
high 

In detennining the length and width of sections, a clearance of½ to 1 in. over 
the length and width of the contents was used. A ½-inch margin over the tallest 
stack of silver or over the contents stored in a section was used to determine the 
inside height of the drawer or tray. 

Many patterns for silverware drawers were designed for storing the silver re
ported by families in the low, medium and high level-of-living groups. All dividers 
in sectioned drawers were 2 in. high. The section widths ranged from a minim\Dll of 3 
in. to 6 inches. Section lengths varied from 7 in. for teaspoons to 14½ in. for a 
carving set. ( Figures 3-9.) 

In drawers with holders, the strips of wood were 3/4 in. wide and approximately 
2 in. high with slots 3/8 in. wide, 1-5/8 in. high, spaced 1 to l½ in. apart depend
ing upon the width of the silver to be stored. The length of the strip varied from 
8½ in. for 4 kinds of silverware to 11¼ in. for 6 kinds that stack well. Two special 
patterns were designed for storing knives. In one, each knife blade was placed in an 
individual slot with the handle on a special rest. In the second there was a center 
strip of wood 3/4 in. wide and 3/4 in. high with narrow grooves for knife blades and 
two end strips of wood 3/4 in. wide and 3/8 in.high, 4 in. from the center strip, for 
handle rests. The kni·,es were placed with the blades inserted in the narrow grooves 
in the center strip with the hanctle of the first knife on the handle rest at one end 
and the handle of the second knife on the rest at the other end, etc., (Figures 4, 5, 
Plates 1, 2B.) 

Silver stored in holders with deep slots does not shift as does that stored in 
sectioned drawers so marring is kept at a minimum. This method is also a space saver. 
A holder 9 in. long, B½ in. ride, 2¼ in. high with 4 slots provides storage for 34 
pieces of silverware in contrast to sectioned drawer space measuring 12½ in. long, 
9 in. wide and 2-1/8 in. high needed for storing the same number of pieces of silver
ware. 

Space suggested for storing silverware z/ 
Low level-of-living~ 

One drawer, 14 in. wide, 20-4 in. deep, and 2-7/8 in. highijwith 6 sections will 
provide adequate storare for a moderate supply of silverware typical of the low level
of-living group. For a liberal supply, two drawers are recomrnencted, one for everyday 
silver and one for silver for guest use. Drawer Plans I, II or III, described in Table 7 

'i/ Table 7. gives the inside and out~ide dimensions of these units. 

y0utside measurements. 
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Plate 1, Silver drawr with special holder for knife storage, 

Plate 2. Silver drawer Vi th special holder for knives e nd carving set, 
Plate 3, Silver drawer patterna 
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will provide adequately for guest silver and Plan V will provide for silver for 
everyday use. (Figures 3, 4, 5, 7) 

If the drawers are lined with fabric that guards against tarnish, 1/8 in. 
should be added to the height, width and depth measurements. 

Medium level-of-living grouE 

Two drawers each of Plan I, II or III, Table 7, will provide adequate storage 
for the moderate supply of silvEr reported by families in this level-of-living 
group. Two drawers of Plan V will provide for the liberal supply. (Figures 3, 4, 
5, 7.) 

High level-of-living grouE 

The moderate supply of silver reported for family use can be adequately stored 
in any one of 3 drawers: Plans I, II, III, Table 1; that for guest use in Drawer 
Plan V. (Figures 3, 4, 5, 7.) 

A 6-section drawer, Plan V, Table 7, will provide adequate storage for the 
liberal supply of silver for family use and a 7-section drawer, Plan VI, Table 7, 
is adequate for silver for guest use. Drawer Plans IV and VII, Table 7, will also 
provide storage for a liberal supply of guest silver. (Figures 6, 7, 8, 9.) 

Alternate storage~ 

Dining room buffets and occasionally a china closet include a drawer for the 
storage of silverware. Those measured locally varied from 15 to 20 in. in length, 
10 to 29 in. in width, 2 to 5 in. in depth, and had 3 or 4 sections. With a little 
ingenuity these could be modified to meet storage needs for silver for guest use. 

Silver chests, trays, caddies, kits and files are available on the market at 
prices from $0.49 for a wooden tray to $32.50 for a chest with a drawer. Devices 
available vary considerably in size and will store 36 to 420 pieces of flatware. 

Each silver company has its ow design for chests--and it may change each year. 
In many of those now on the market, space for knives is provided for in the cover and 
space for silver that piles is provided for in a holder with from 9 to 11 slots. 
Chests with flexible covers that roll back have special holders for knives. The sil
ver files are an adaptation of the flannel roll. 

A chest or other storage device may be furnished free with the purchase of a 
minimum number of pieces of silveP OP the expendituPe of a specified sum. For farm 
homemakers who have such a device, a special drawer may be plaMed to house it. 
Drawers ranging in size from 11-14 in. wide, ll-21½ in. deep and 4½-6½ in. high will 
provide space for all but the very large chests that hold 200 or more pieces of 
silver. 

Inexpensive wood and plastic trays which were available in the local market for 
from $0.49 to $3.98 were tested for adequacy for storing a moderate and liberal supply 
of silver. A $1.98 plastic tray with 5 sections would serve for the moderate supply 
of everyday and guest silver for families in the low level-of-living group; two of 
these trays were adequate for the moderate supply of silver for families in the medillll 
group; and one tray would store everyday silver for the high level-of-living group. 

A $2.75 wooden tray with 4 sections w:>uld care for a moderate supply of silver 
for guest and everyday use for families in the low group and two w:>uld store the 
moderate supply of silver for everyday and guest use for families in the medium and 
high groups. 
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The most satisfactory of these low-priced tra¥s was one of plastic with a lining 
treated to retard tarnish for $3.98. It had 3 sections and 5 slots and was adequate 
for storing both moderate and liberal supplies of silverware for families in all 
levels of living if separate trays are used for everyday and guest silver. 

A drawer measuring 11 x 15 x 2-3/4 in. could be planned to house these trays or 
they could be stored in drawer space indicated for Drawer Plan II, Ill, IV, or VII, 
Table 7. 

Storage Units for Table Linens 

Much of the beauty and durability of table linens depends upon the care with 
which they are laundered and stored. Few suggestions for storage have resulted from 
previous studies. 

Lee and Raitt (4) recoDDnend two drawers, 36 in. wide, 18 in. deep and 6-8 in. 
high opening into the kitchen and also into the dining area for maximum convenience. 
Wilson (S) reconnnends: a file of 3/8-inch removable shelves and suggests that large 
seldom-used tablecloths be stored in a drawer by themselves or wrapped in cellophane 
or paper if stored on shelves; that centerpieces be kept on a roll; and doilies 
stored in boxes or in special drawers. Carter and Hinchcliff (7) recommend a linen 
closet with adjustable sliding trays. Cushman (8) suggests the possibility of hang
ing tablecloths on rods attached to the back of the linen closet door in order to 
eliminate crossfolds. 

In planning storage facilities for the table linen reported by farm homemakers 
in the Western Region, the above suggestions were tested for convenience and adequacy. 

Standards for space dimensions 

Size of table linens 

Tablecloths were reported as "2 yards and less" or "over 2 yards" and napkins as 
"16 inches or less" and "over 16 inches." Since both length and width are significant 
in determining space required for storage, additional information on the size of table 
linens available on the market was obtained and is summarized below: 

Article 

Tablecloths 

:Napkins 

Dinner 
Luncheon 

Place Mats 

Runnere 

Range in Inches 

Length Width 

36-lh4 

20-27 
9-18 

16-19 

22-35 

36-80 

20-27 
9-18 

11-12 

12-15 

Qulted padding and double-faced outing flannel were available by the yard for 
table pads. Asbestos pads and vinyl pads with cork centers and duvet,n backs were 
available in 48 to 72 in. lengths and separate pads, 12, 15 and 18 in. wide were 
available for extra table leaves. 
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Table 8. - Number of taUeclot'ls ci q,ecified size that con be 
stored in a drawer 2~ inches wide, 16\ inches deep, 
end 5 inches high when creeses s,~ kept at a minimUl!I 

Number Cf Size of Folded Number of 
Number Creases When Tablecloth in Inchesl Thi c kne sse s 

Tablecloths Of Folds Unfolded l..en.rt-h l,idth Thie kness Of fabric 

Two yards and 
less 
Size in inches l lengthwise l lengthwise 18 12 5/6 6 

36 X 36 2 crosswise 2 crosswise 
into thirds 

52 X 52 l lengthwise l lenc;thwise 2b 13 3/!, e 
2 crosswise 3 crosswise 

into fourths 
5h X 54 2 lengthwise 3 lenp;thwise 18 13t m 12 

into fourths 
2 crosswise 2 crosswise 

into thirds 
Sh x 72 2 lengthwise 2 lengthwise 24 13½ 11e 12 

into fourths 
2 crosswise 2 crosswise 

into thirds 
Over two yards 

2 lengthwise 3 lenp;thwise 
60 x Ro into fourths 20 l~ l 16 

2 crosswise 3 crosswise 
into fourths 

60 X 90 2 lengthwise 3 lengthwise 22¼ 15 l 16 
into fourths 

2 crosswise 3 crosswise 
into fourths 

72 X 90 2 lengthwise 3 lengthwise 1~ 15 1-1/4 2h 
into fourths 

3 crosswise 5 crosswise 
into halves 
then thirds 

72 X 108 2 lengthwise 3 leni;thwise 18 13t 1-1/2 32 
into fourths 

3 crosswise 7 crosswise 
into eis>hths 

80 x lU 2 lengthwise 3 lengthwise 20 12 1-3/h h8 
i:lto fourths 

h crosswise 11 crosswise 
into fourths 
then th '.rds 

Number 
That Can 
i3c Stored 

9 

9 

0 

6 

4 

4 

ll 

3 

3 

1 
Y~asurements were t,~en immediately after ironin~ and folding by hand. Those given 

are for the heevier fabrics. 

A~ A 
Table 9 --- Size of table pads before and after folding for storage. 

Size an.er !old- !Number or Height or folded 
Table pads NU111ber of Folds ina: in inches single table oad in inches 

thicknesses Double-raced ,v1ny1 or 
Lenrlh Width of fabric outin11: nannel asbestos K;luilted 

(Usually 
purchased 
in size to 
fit table) 

JO X 48 l lengthwise 
7/8 1-1/8 l crosswise 24 15 4 1-7/8 

36 X 60 l lengthwise 
2 crosswise 

(into thirda 20 18 6 l 1-1/2 2-1/2 

40 X 72 2 lengthwise 
(into fourths) 24 10 12 1-7/8 3-1/4 4-1/8 2 crosswise 
(into thirds) 

42 X 98 2 lengthwise 
( into fourths ) 

2 crosswise 
(into fourths) 24-1/2 10-1/2 16 2-3/B i 4-1/4 "-7/8 



To detenrl.ne the thickness ot folded table linen, tablecloths and napkins of 
cotton, linen, rayon, and lace were laundered in the laboratory, folded in accordance 
Vi.th current practice and measured immediatei, after ironing, individually for table
cloths, in piles tor napkins. Measurements were also taken of linens commercia11y 
laundered. 

The t71>e of weave and weight of yarn influenced thickness more than kind of yarn. 
Other influencing factors were: thickness of hem, the number of folds, the method of 
folding, the method of piling, JI and whether measurements were taken immediatei, 
after ironing, folding and piling or after the pile had settled. 

Napkins laundered in a commercial laundry had one lengthwise and one crosswise 
fold. Small tablecloths up to ffJ inches long were folded with two lengthwise folds 
into fourths and three crosswise folds into halves then thirds. Tablecloths ffJ to 
120 inches long were folded twice lengthwise.into fourths and three times crosswise 
into halves then fourths. Larger cloths had one additional crosswise fold. The 
largest folded size for a cloth laundered in a commercial laundry was 20 inches long 
and 14 inches wide. 

All linens laundered in a commercial laundry measured less in thickness than 
those laundered in the laboratory. Folds were pressed in, whereas in the laboratory 
articles were lightly folded by hand. 

Buffet or sideboard drawers!! storage units 

In many homes, table linens are stored in the drawer space provided in a buffet 
or sideboard. To determine the adequacy of such space for storing table linens, 84 
drawers in 35 sideboards, buffets, and servers were measured. 

The depth (front to back) of the drawers ranged from 9½-19½ in. with a median of 
16½ inches. The width ranged from 10-41 in. with 265- in. as the median. The height 
of the drawers ranged from 3-9 in. with a median of 5 inches. 

To store a 54 x 72-inch cloth in the "median" size drawer (26½ in. wide, 16½ in. 
deep, and 5 in. high) would require two lengthwise and two crosswise folds which 
would mean 16 single thicknesses of fabric. lhe cloth would need additional folding 
for drawers smaller than this. It is possible to store 6 to 9 small tablecloths or 
3 to 4 large tablecloths in a drawer of "median" size when creases are kept at a 
minimum. 

One to two drawers of this size would be necessary to provide storage for table 
linens of families in the low and meditm1 level-of-living groups; and two to three 
drawers for families in the high level-of-living group. 

~hen several tablecloths are piled one on top of the other in a drawer, remval 
of any except the top one is inconvenient and results in a great deal of unnecessary 
handling and a less pleasing appearance on the table. 

Rolling and storing 

Since drawer space in sideboards and buffets provides storage that is not very 
satisfactory, other possibilities were explored. It is generally agreed that, for 

JI The thickness of 6 folded napkins piled with folded edges one on top of the other 
required an average of one-half inch more space than men stacked with the folded 
edge alternating with the selvage or hemmed edge. 
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best appearance on the table, a cloth should have the fewest possible lengthwise and 
crosswise creases. Large cloths with one lengthwise center fold only present a dif
ficult storage problem. For example, a cloth 3 yards long and 70 in. wide with only 
one lengt~wise told would require drawer or shelf space 108 in. long and 35 in. wide, 
and would be very difficult to handle. 

Inasmuch as rolling table linens on a pole or roll of paper has long been 
accepted as approved preparation for storage, it is a possible solution for this 
problem. A cloth this size folded once lengthwise was rolled on a heavy cardboard 
tube 40 in. long and 3½ in. in diameter. After a six-month storage period the cloth 
ws taken off the tube and examined. Except for being slightly wrinkled at the cen
terfold it was in excellent condition. This method conserves space and eliminates 
crosswise folds but the difficulty involved in rolling the cloth is a definite dis
advantage. The dry climate of Tucson was probably an important factor in the success 
of this method. In a damp climate the results might be less satisfactory. 

The "rolling" method was also used in preparing placemats and runners for storage. 
Rolling these either lengthwise or crosswise on a mailing tube was equally simple. 
The results were not as satisfactory as with the tablecloth. The corners of the mats, 
which were of medium weight linen in contrast to the heavier double damask of the 
tablecloth, had a tendency to curl and the entire placemat ~s slightly wrinkled. 
Better results were obtained by storing placemats and runners flat on a shelf, in a 
box or in a drawer. Mats and doilies of lace, however, were satisfactorily stored by 
rolling on a cardboard tube. 

Only families in the high level-of-living group reported having placemats. The 
median number reported was 7 to 8. A set of 8 placemats, 19 in. lon~ and 12 in. wide, 
rolled on a tube 20 in. long and 2 in. in diameter required space 2~ in. wide, 3-3/4 
in. deep, and 3-3/4 in. high whereas the same number stored flat on a shelf, in a box 
or drawer required space 20 in. wide, 13 in. deep and one inch high. 

Storing~ rods 

Another method suggested for storing tablecloths was that they be hung on rods 
or poles. To test the efficiency of this method a unit equipped with wooden rods was 
constructed. Since more than 50% of the families in the low level-of-living group 
reported having 6 cloths, 4 of which were 2 yards and less in length, the unit was 
designed to store 6 cloths. In order to pennit freedom of hand action in storing and 
removing each cloth, it was found necessary to place the 6 rods 4 inches apart. To 
accOmodate a cloth 72 in. wide with t-wo lengthwise folds the rods were made 20 in. 
long. To avoid more than one crosswise fold in a 108-inch cloth, the rods were placed 
28 in. from the base of the unit. The complete unit was 30 in. wide, 20 in. deep and 
.30¼ in. high. Y 

Compared with storage in drawers, fewer crosswise folds were necessary when cloths 
were hung over rods. For example, to fit the "median" size drawer (2~" x 1~" x 5") 
a 72 ~ ;X)-inch cloth was folded into fourths lengthwise and into halves then thirds 
crosswise resulting in 24 thicknesses of material. 2/ The same cloth hung over a rod 
required folding lengthwise into fourths and crosswise into halves resulting in 8 
thicknesses of material. 10/ When stored on rods all the cloths are visible at a 
glance, they are easily placed and removed, and look well on the table. The main 
disadvantage is that it is an extravagant use of space. 

§/ Inside measurements 

2J Unfolded, the cloth would have three lengthwise and five crosswise creases. 

'!Q/ Unfolded, the cloth would have three lengthwise and one crosswise crease. 
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A unit 35 in. wide, 20 in. deep and 30¼ in. high with 7 rods provided storage for 
5 small everyday cloths and t-wo large company cloths, the median number reported by 
50% of the families in the medium level-of-living group. 

A unit 65 in. long, 20 in. wide and Jo¼ in. high with 13 rods would provide 
storage for 10 small and 3 large cloths, the median number reported by 50% of the 
families in the high level-of-living group. 

Sliding shelves for storage 

Some homemakers have found sliding shelves or trays satisfactory for the storage 
of table linens and shelves of varying dimensions have been suggested. -g/ As a basis 
for detennining satisfactory measurements for shelves of this type, tablec~0ths of 
different sizes were folded in various ways. Two factors were kept in mind: (1) the 
desirability of a minimum number of creases in the cloth when it was unfolded, (2) 
that the amount of space available for storage in a small house is limited. Since 
the maximum length after folding was 27 in. and the maximum width 18 in., shelves 28 
in. wide and 20 in. deep were planned for storing table linens. 

Six tablecloths (four cloths, 2 yards and less in length and two cloths more than 
2 yards long) stored on four 28 x 20 inch sliding shelves spaced 2 in. apart required 
3.9 cubic feet of space; 10.5 cubic feet when stored in the unit with rods, and 1.3 
cubic feet of space when stored in a drawer of "median" size. 

~hile less space is required for storing these cloths in drawers, sliding trays 
are more convenient. Linens are easily stored and removed and excessive folding is 
avoided when sliding-tray storage is used. If the trays are removable they may be 
carried to the table to be set and the linens placed without excessive handling. 

Sliding shelf space recommended for storing table ltnens 

Low level-of-living~ 

Four shelves 2R in. wide, 20 in. deep spaced 2 in. apart will provide storage for 
a moderate supply of table linen for families in the low level-of-living group. Two 
of the shelves will care for the 4 small cloths with 2 cloths on each shelf. The other 
two will provide storage for the 2 large tablecloths with one cloth on each shelf. 

Six shelves 28 in. wide and 20 in. deep are needed to provide storage for a 
liberal supply of table linen for families in the low level-of-living group. Three 
of the shelves will care for 6 small cloths with 2 cloths on each shelf. One shelf 
will provide stor~ge for one small cloth and 8 small napkins. The other 2 shelves 
will provide storage for the 2 large tablecloths with one cloth on each shelf. 

Medium leve)-of-living group 

Five shelves 28 in. wide, 20 in. deep, spaced 2 in. apart, will provide storage 
space for a moderate supply of table linens for families in the medium level-of-living 
group. Three shelves will be needed for the 5 small everyday tablecloths: two on 
each of 2 shelves and one on the third shelf. The other 2 shelves will care for the 
2 large company tablecloths, with one cloth on each shelf. 

Eight shelves 28 in. wide and 20 in. deep will provide storage for a liberal 
supply of table linens for families in the medium level-of-living group. Five of the 

~ Carter and Hinchcliff (7) recommend sliding trays measuring 36 inches wide and 24 
inches deep. 
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Table 10 -- Size ot table linen be.tore and after folding tor storage. 

::;1ze an.er folding Number or s1ngle Appearance 
Number ot in inches thi ck:ne s sea on table 

Article Folds Length! Width 1 "h1ckness ot fabric ~reases 

Tablecloths 
2 yds or less 1 lengthwise 

1/2 
1 lengthwise 

36 X 36 1 crosswise 18 18 4 1 crosswise 

52 X 52 1 lengthwise 
2 crosmse 1 lengthwise 

( into thirds) 26 17 1/3 5/8 6 2 crosswise 

54 X 54 1 lengthwise 
2 crosswise l lengthwise 

(into thirds) 27 18 5/8 6 l crosswise 

54 X 72 l lengthwise 
2 crosswise l lengthwise 

( into fourths) 27 18 3/4 8 3 crosswise 

Tablecloths, 
more than 
2 yds. 2 lengthwise 

( into fourths) 
2 crosswise 3 lengthwise 

6o x Bo (into thirds) 26-2/3 15 7/8 12 2 crossvise 

60 X 90 2 lengthwise 
(into fourths) 

2 crosswise 3 lengthwise 
(into fourths) 22-1/2 15 1 16 3 crosswise 

72 X 90 2 lengthwise 
( into fourths) 

2 crosswise 3 lengthwise 
( into fourths) 22-1/2 18 1 16 3 crosswise 

72 X 108 2 lengthwise 
(into fourths) 

2 crosswise 3 lengthwise 
(into fourths) 27 18 1 16 3 crosswise 

Bo x llm 2 lengthwise 
( into fourths) 

3 crosswise 3 lengthwise 
( into eights) 20 18 1-1/2 32 7 crosswise 

RO x 144 2 lengthwise 
(into fourths) 

4 crosswise 
(into halves with 
each folding 3 lengthwise 
motion) 20 9 2 64 15 crosswise 

1. Measurements were taken immediately after ironing ana folding by hand. Those 
2. Size in inches given are for the 
3. Cormnercial rr.ethod of folding a banquet cloth 80 x 144. heavier fabrics. 
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Table 10 (Continued) 

Size after folding Number of Height of 
Number in inches single piled Appearance 

of thicknesses on 
Article folds Length Width rhickness of fabric articleeif- table 

Napkins P.2 1/2 Placed 
16 inches or less 1 lengthwise P.4 3/4 folded on 
13 X 13 1 crosswise 6-1/2 6-1/2 3/8 4 P.6 1-1/8 table 

P.2 1/2 May have 
P.4 3/4 one addi-

1 lengthwise P.6 1-1/8 tional fold 
l4 X l4 1 crosswise 7 7 3/8 4 when put 

on table 
1 lengthwise P.2 3/4 Placed 
2 crosswise P.4 1 folded on 

l4 X J.4 ( into thirds 7 4-2/3 1/2 6 P.6 1-1/2 table 
P.2 1/2 May have 
P.4 3/4 one addi-

1 lengthwise P.6 1-1/8 tional fold 
16 X 16 1 crosswise 8 8 3/8 4 when put 

on table 
P.2 '1-1/tl Placed 

1 lengthwise P.4 2 folded 
2 crosswise P.6 2-1/2 table 16 X 16. ( into fourths 8 4 5/8 8 
2 lengthwise P.2 1-1/4 Placed 

(into thirds) 5-1/3 5-1/3 3/4 9 P.4 2-1/8 folded on 
2 crosswise P.6 2-3/4 table 

16 X 16 (into thirds) 
NaplCUls, 2 lengthwise P.2 1-1/4 Placed 

more than 16 (into thirds) P.4 2-1/8 folded on 
inches 2 crosswise P.6 2-3/4 table 

17 X 17 ( into thirds) 5-2/3 5-2/3 3/4 9 
1i l.engtbvise P.2 l.-l./4 1' J.aced 

(into thirds) P.4 2-1/8 folded on 
2 crosswise P.6 2-3/4 table 

18 X 18 (into thirds) 6 6 3/4 9 
P.2 tf May have 

l lengthwise P.4 one addi-
1 crosswise P.6 1-1/8 tional fold 

18 X 16 9 9 3/8 4 
when put 
on table 

2 l.engttn11se P.2 1-1/2 p ced 
22 X 22 ( into fourths S-1/2 5-1/2 l 16 P.4 2-3/6 folded on 

2 crosswise 
( into tourtbl!! 

P.6 3 table 

2 .Lengt.mr1. se P.2 1-l/.2 r' ced 
(into to~--~ 6-3/4 6-3/4 l 16 P.4 2-3/8 folded on 

27 X 27 2 crosnise P.6 3 table 
( into tourths 

Placemata 
J 11-12 incbes vidl P.4 1/2 Placed I 

16-19 1ncb• l.on2 lot folded 19 12 P.8 1 flat ' - -itRap ld.D8 p1led 111 th olded edge alternating V1t.ll NJ.vage or hemmed edge. 

Piled article• are indicated b;y P. followed b;y llWlber in pile. 
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shelves will care for 8 small tablecloths and 24 small napkins with 2 small table
cloths on each of 3 shelves and one small cloth and 12 napkins on each of 2 shelves. 
One shelf will be required for the table pad and t'WO shelves for the 2 large table
cloths and 12 large napkins with one cloth and 6 napkins on each shelf. 

High level-of-living group 

To provide storage for a moderate supply of table linen for families in this 
group 9 shelves 28 in. wide, 20 in. deep, spaced 2-J½ in. apart will be required. 
Five of the shelves will care for 10 small tablecloths and 24 small napkins, with 
each shelf providing space for 2 small tablecloths and 4-6 small napkins. One shelf 
will be reauired for the table pad, and three for the 3 large tablecloths and 12 
large napkins with one cloth and 4 napkins on each shelf. 

Large and small napkins may be stored singly or in stacks of t'WO. 

To provide storage for a liberal supply of table linen for families in this group, 
13 shelves 28 in. wide and 20 in. deep will be required. Five of the shelves will be 
needed for storing 10 small tablecloths and 24 small napkins; one shelf will be re
quired for 8 placemats, another for the table pad and six shelves for 6 large table
cloths and 12 large napkins with one cloth and 4 large napkins on each of 3 shelves 
and one cloth on each of the other 3 shelves. 

Storage Space for Table Appliances 

Standards for space dimensions 

Space requirements for table appliances were detennined by measuring standard 
models of toasters, waffle irons, electric coffeemakers and grills found in local 
stores. Maximum measurements are summarized below: 

Width Depth Height 

Inches Inches Inches 

Electric coffeemaker 10 6-3/4 12-3/4 

Electric grill 17-1/4 13 3 

Electric toaster 12 7 7-3/4 

Electric waffle iron 1.5 12-3/4 .5-1/2 

Space suggested for storing table appliances 

The largest dimension of each appliance measured plus one inch clearance 
determined the unit measure. 

Level-of-living groups 

Twenty-five percent or more of the families in the low level-of-living group and 
.50% of the families in the medium and high level-of-living groups will need space for 
a toaster, for a waffle iron, and space for an electric coffeemaker. Twenty-five per
cent or more of the families in the high level-of-living group will need additional 
space for a grill. 
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Although no one table appliance was reported by 50% of the families in the low 
level-of-living group, 50% of these families had one appliance, usually a toaster. 
An acceptable range of storage space for table appliances for families in the low 
and medium level-of-living groups 110uld be that necessary for one to three articles, 
a range of lJ x 8 x 8-3/4 inches to 27 x 20 x 1h inches. The high level-of-living 
group had three to four table appliances so would need space from 27 x 20 x 14 inches 
to 27 x 20 x 20 inches with one adjustable shelf 42 x 20 x 1h inches. 

Storage Space for Seldom-used Dishes, Vases and Accessories 

Standards for space dimensions 

One-inch clearance was allowed over the tallest of the seldom-used dishes, vases 
and accessories as the basis for spacing shelves. 

Space suggested for storage 

Low and medium level-of-living groups 

No shelf space was needed by 50% of the families in these groups for seldom-used 
dishes, vases and accessories. However, at least 25% in the low level-of-living group 
reouired 3 to 4 sq. ft. of shelf space, with shelves 13 in. apart, for storing seldom
used dishes and 25% or more in the medium level-of-living group had need for 4 to 6 
so. ft. of shelf space fer storing seldom-used dishes, vases and accessories. 

High level-of-living group 

Six to 8 sq. ft. of shelving spaced 13 in. apart was adequate for storing the 
seldom-used dishes, vases and accessories reported by 50% of the families in the high 
level-of-living group. No additional space need was reported by at least 25% of the 
families. 

Storage Units for Table Leaves 

Standards for space dimensions 

Since no information concerning the length, width, and thickness of table leaves 
was secured in the interviews with farm homemakers, 48 table leaves found in Tucson 
stores were measured. These ranged from 23½ in. to 54 in. in length with an average 
of 42 inches. The range in widths was 8 to 18 in. with 10 and 12-inch widths m::,st 
frequent. The range in thickness was 3/4 inch to 4 inches. The average thickness for 
table leaves without an apron was 3/4 inch; for table leaves with aprons, J inches. 
One-half inch over-all clearance for depth, width and height was enough for convenience 
in storing and removing table leaves. 

Space suggested for storage of table leaves g/ 

Low level-of-living group 

A rack 12½ in. deep, 3 in. wide, and 42½ in. high (inside measurements) was 
adequate for storing two table leaves 42 in. long, 12 in. wide and 3/4-inch thick. 
Three-eighths inch plywood dividers at the top and bottom of the rack held each leaf 
in place. 

!g/ If the rack is adjacent to a door, l½ inches must be added to the width for door 
clearance. 
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Medium and high level-of-living groups 

To provide storage for the 3 table leaves reported by the families in the medium 
and high level-of-living groups a rack 12½ in. deep, 4½ in. wide, and 42½ in. high was 
adequate for 3 leaves measuring 42 in. long, 12 in. wide and 3/4-inch thick. 

To provide for variations in size and number of table leaves, racks would range 
from 8½ to 18½ in. deep, 24 to 54½ in. high and from 3-9 in. wide. 

STORAGE WALLS FOR A MODERATE SUPPLY OF MEAL SERVICE EQUIPMENT 

To detennine the total amount of space for storage of a moderate supply of meal 
service equipment for families in each level-of-living group, the storage units de
scribed in the preceding pages were assembled into storage walls, one for each level
of-living group. The doors and drawers of the units were planned to open into both 
the kitchen and a second dining area since the majority of women interviewed wished 
space for two dining areas. The silver drawers and linen shelves were planned as 
"tote" trays so they could be carried directly to the table to be set. 

Standards for space dimensions 

Construction allowances used in determining the outside dimensions of the storage 
walls approximate those commonly used in the construction of kitchen cabinets. 

Allowance for 

Width of facing 
Height of toe space 
Thickness of sides, shelves and dividers 
Top of base cabinet to top of first opening 
Drawer play vertical and horizontal 
Thickness of file dividers 
Thickness of linen shelves 
Thickness of doors 

Inches 

1-1/2 
3 

3/4 
1-3/4 

1/8 
1/4 to 3/8 

3/8 
3/4 

The height, width, and depth of shelves and work space were kept within the women 
of average height: 5 feet 3 inches to 5 feet 5 inches. Space dimensions are inside 
measurements unless otherwise indicated. 

Space recommended for storing a moderate supply of meal service equipment 

!Dw level-of-living group 

The storage wall designed for families in the low level-of-living group is 37 in. 
wide, 21½ in. deep and 83 in. high, outside dimensions. It has storage space for BS 
pieces of china and glassware, 42 pieces of silverware, 6 tablecloths, 1 toaster and 
2 table leaves. (Figure 10, Plates 5, 6). The pass-through, which was planned to 
facilitate service in a second dining area, is 29½ in. wide, 12 in. high and 36 in. 
f'ran the floor. 

The wall cabinet designed for china and glassware is 35½ in. wide, 12 in. deep, 
33½ in. high and has 3 adjustable shelves. The bottom shelf is 12-3/4 in. above the 
counter and the top one is 72-3/4 in. from the floor. 

Storage units for silver, linen, table appliances, serving dishes, and table 
leaves were planned for in the base cabinet. The silver drawer measures 14 in. wide, 
20 in. deep, and 2-7/8 in. high, outside dimensions. The unit of four sliding shelves 
for table linen is 28-3/4 in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 12 in. high; the special rack for 
table leaves is 5-1/4 in. wide, 13 in. deep and 44-3/8 in. high; the file for serving 
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STORAGE WALL I 

Section A. Dish Cupboard 

Shelf l. 8 luncheon plates 
8 salad plates 
8 cereal dishes 
8 sauce dishes 

Shelf 3. 12 water glasses 
3 jell,-, relish dishes 

Section B. Silver Draver I 

8 knives 
8 forks 

12 teaspoons 

Section c. Table Linen :,helves 

Shelf l. 

Shelf 3. 

2 small tablecloths 

l large tablecloth 
guest use 

Section D. Rack 

2 table leaves 

Section E. File 

2 platters 

Section F. Compartment 

2 pitchers 

Section G. Pull-out board 

Shelf 2. 8 cups 
8 saucers 
8 soup dishes 
l creamer and 

sugar set 

Shelf 4. 4 vegetable bowls 
2 vegetable bovls 

6 tablespoons 
6 soupspoons 
2 serving pieces 

Shelf 2. 2 small table
cloths 

Shelf 4. l large table
cloth guest use 

2 serving plates 

l toaster 

Section H. Planning center (adjustable shelves) 

STORAGE WALL II 

Section A. (L to R) Uish Cupboard (Dining side) 

Shelf l. 12 luncheon plates 
8 salao plates 
5 soup dishes 
8 salad plates guest 

Shelf 3. 

Section B. 

use 
8 luncheon olates 

guest use 

1 sugar ar1d creamer 
12 juice glasses 
12 water glasses 

2 vegetable bowls 
l sugar and creamer 

guest use 

Silver Drawer II 

8 knives 
10 forks 
12 teaspoons 

set 

set 

Section C. Silver Drawer II guest use 

8 knives 
8 forks 

12 teaspoons 

Section D. 2 pull-out boards 

Section E. Compartment 

l toaster 

Section F. Table Linen Unit 

Shelf l. 
Shelf 3. 
Shelf 5. 

2 small tablecloths 
l small tablecloth 
l large tablecloth 

guest use 

Section G. Compartment 

2 pitchers 
l electric coffeemaker 

Section H. File 

2 serving plates 
2 serving plates guest use 
2 platters 

Shelf 2. 

Shelf 4. 

Shelf 2. 
Shelf 4. 

8 cups 
8 sa;,_cers 
8 cereal dishes 
8 sauce dishes 
8 sauce dishes guest use 
8 saucers guest use 
8 cups guest use 

3 jelly, relish dishes 
2 vegetable bowls 
2 vegetable bowls 
2 vegetable bowls guest use 
l vegetable bowl 

guest use 

b tables:ooons 
8 soupsp~ons 
2 servinf pieces 

b table spoons 
8 soupspoons 
3 servinf pieces 

l vaf fle iron 

2 small tablecloths 
l large tablecloth guest use 

l tea, coffee or chocolate 
pot, non-electric 

2 platters rue st use 
2 trays 

Section I. Rack Section J. r lanning Center 

3 table leaves 3 ad,justable shelves 
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STORAGE WALL Ill 

Section A. Dish Cupboard (L to R) 

Shelf 1. 8 luncheon plates 
8 salad plates 
8 bread and butter 
8 soup dishes 

12 soup dishes guest 1188 
12 bread and butter plates 

guest 118e 
12 salad plates guest use 
12 luncheon plates guest 

use 

Shelf 3. 2 sugar and creamer sets 
2 vegetable bowls 
2 jelly, relish dishes 
l jelly, relish dish 
l sugar and creamer set 

guest use 
4 vegetable bowls guest 

use 

Section B. Glassware 

12 water glasses 
12 juice glasses 
12 water glassee guest use 

Section C, Compartlll8nt 

4 vegetable bowls 

Section D. Silver Drawer V guest use 

12 knives 
12 forks 
16 teaspoons 

Section E. Silver Drawer I 

8 knives 
8 forks 

12 teaspoon• 

Section F. Two pull-out boards 

Section G, Compart111ent 

l waffle iron 
l toaster 

Shelf 2. 12 cups 
e saucers 
8 cereal dishes 
8 sauce dishes 
l sugar and creamer 

set guest use 
12 sauce dishes guest 

1188 
12 saucers guest use 
12 cups guest use 

Shelf 4, l water pitcher 
seldom-used dishes 
seldom-used dishes 

2 water pitchers 
guest use 

4 jelly, relish 
dishes guest 118& 

12 goblets guest use 
12 sherbets guest use 

2 small pitchers 

6 tablespoons 
8 soupspoons 
5 serving pieces 

6 tablespoons 
8 soupspoons 
4 serving pieces 

l tea, coffee and 
chocolate pot, 
non-electric 

sroRAGE WALL III ( Continued) 

Section H. Table Linen Unit 

Shelf 1. 2 small tablecloths 
and 4 small napkins 

Shelf 3, 2 small tablecloths 
and 4 small napkins 

Shelf 5, 2 small tablecloths 
guest use and 6 
srrall napkins 

Shelf 7. l large tablecloth 
guest use and 4 large 
napkins 

Shelf 9. l table pad 

Section I, Compartment 

3 - 4 sq. ft, table accessories 

Section J, Rack 

3 table leaves 

Section K, l''ile 

2 serving plates 
3 platters 

Section L. File 

2 serving plates guest 1188 
2 platters guest use 

Section M. Compartment 

l tea, coffee or chocolate 
pot guest use 

Section N. Planning Center 

3 adjustable shelves 

Shelf 2, 2 small tablecloths 
and 4 small napkins 

Shelf 4, 2 small tablecloths 
guest use and b 
small napkins 

Shelf 6. l large tablecloth 
guest use and 4 
large napkins 

Shelf 8. l large tablecloth 
guest use and 4 
large napkins 

2 trays 

2 trays guest use 

l electric coffee
maker 
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plates and platters is 10-5/8 in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 1h in. high; and the section 
for pitchers, coffee or tea pot and toaster is 18-1/8 in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 14 in. 
high. Since the unit for table leaves required only ~3 in. in depth, space •s avail
able on the kitchen side for a planning center with 3 adjustable shelves. 

Medium level-of-living 

The storage wall planned for a moderate supply of meal service equipment reported 
by 50% or more of the families in the medium level-of-living group is fJJ in. wide, 
25¼ in. deep and 87 in. high, outside dimensions. It has storage space for 153 pieces 
of china and glassware, 89 pieces of silverware, 7 tablecloths, 1 toaster, 1 waffle 
iron, 1 coffeemaker and 3 table leaves. 

The cabinet designed for everyday and guest china and glassware is 58-1/2 in. 
wide, 12 in. deep and 32-3/4 in. high, and has three adjustable shelves. The top 
shelf of the section for china is 77-1/2 in. from the floor. 

The pass-through is 51-3/4 in. wide, 14-1/4 in. high, and 37-3/4 in. from the 
floor. 

Nine units were planned for in the base cabinet: (1) two silver drawers for 
everyday and guest silver which measure 12-1/2 in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 3-J/8 in. 
high, outside dimensions. (2) two pull-out boards for use in planning or as bread 
boards; (3) a section 21-1/4 in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 27-1/2 in. high with one 
adjustable shelf for table appliances, pitchers and a coffeepot; (4) a unit, 28-J/4 
in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 14-1/2 in. high with five sliding shelves, for table linens 
for everyday and guest use; (5) a file, 29-3/4 in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 12-J/4 in. 
high, for serving plates, platters and trays for both everyday and guest use; (6) a 
special rack, 6 in. wide, 13 in. deep, and 49-1/4 in. high for table leaves; (7) and 
a planning center with three adjustable shelves. (Figure 11) 

High level-of-living group 

The storage wall designed to meet the needs of families in the high level-of
living group is 81½ in. wide, 23½ in. deep, and 97i in. high, outside dimensions. 
It has storage space for 257 pieces of china and glassware (116 pieces for everyday 
use and 141 pieces for guest use), 105 pieces of silverware (46 pieces for ev(ryday 
use and 59 pieces for guest use), 13 tablecloths, 36 napkins, l table pad, 1 waffle 
iron, 1 toaster, 1 coffeemaker, 3 table leaves and 8 sq. ft. of shelf space for table 
accessories and seldom-used dishes. 

The wall cabinet has two sections: one, (A) 80 in. ~~de, 12 in. deep, and 40-1/4 
in. high, for dishes for everyday and guest use; the other (B) 51-3/4 in. ¥ide, 12 in. 
deep, and 16-3/4 in. hieh for glassware for everyday and guest ~se. 

The pass-through is 20-3/4 in. ~~de, 16-3/4 in. high and 38 in. from the floor. 

Twelve sections were needed in the base cabinet for storage of the rest of the 
meal service eauipment reported by families in this group: (1) a section (C) 20-J/4 
in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 3-3/4 in. high, for the vegetable bowls not stored in the 
wall cabinet; (2) a drawer, (D) 16-1/2 in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 3-3/4 in. high for 
guest silver; (3) a drawer, (E) lL in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 3-3/4 in. high for 
everyday silver; (4) two pull-out boards, (F) for use in planning or as bread boards; 
(5) a section (G) 20-3/L in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 1~ in. high with one adjustable 
sheJf, for table appliances; (6) a unit, (H) 28-3/4 in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 28 in. 
high, of nine slising shelves for table linen for both guest and everyday use; (7) a 
section, (I) 23 in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 13-1/4 in. high for table accessories; 
(8) a special rack, (J) 6 in. wide, 13 in. deep, and 51 in. high for tbble leavEs; 
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(9) a 7-slot file, (K) 20-3/4 in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 12-1/4 in. high for serving 
plates, platters and trays for everyday use; (10) a 6-slot file, (L) 14 in. wide, 20 
in. deep, and 14 in. high, for serving plates, platters and ~ays for guest use; (11) 
a section, (M) 8-1/4 in. wide, 20 in. deep, and 14 in. high, !'or a tea, coffee or 
chocolate pot for guest use and an electric coffeemaker; (12) and on the kitchen side 
a planning center, (N) with three adjustable shelves. (Figure 12) 
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APPENDIX A 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS REPORTED IN HOUSING NEEDS OF WESTERN FARM FAMILIES 
(See page 56) 

Wiile the number of persons in the households studied ranged from 1 to 10, 
families of 2, 3 or 4 made up 71% of the total number, and 5- and 6-member families 
accounted for an additional 22%. The average size of the household was J.8; the 
median, 4.0. 

In 88% of the homes, the number usually served meals together was the same as the 
number in the household. The percentage of those eating together was highest for 
dinner, higher ~or breakfast than for lunch, and higher for households of 1-2 persons 
than for households of 7 or more. 

Since only 11% of the families in the region provided meals for hire help, seat
ing space for regularly hired workers need not be allowed in most fann homes in the 
region. 

Extra people !! famill meals 

Eighty-seven percent of all fanu families in the Western Region have extra people 
for family meals. At least one-half of the families have extra people at family 
meals once a week or more often. More than two-thirds have extra people at least 
once in 3 or 4 weeks or oftener. 

More homemakers report 2 extra people at one time for family meals than any other 
number. More than one-half of those reporting have either 2 or 3, and the median 
nUlllber of extras for the region as a whole is three. Where the usual number of 
extras is more than one, two-thirds expressed a desire for extra space. Of the home
makers who reported no guests, one-fourth want space planned for them. 

Company meals 

"Company" meals are served in 93% of the homes. In 69%, they are served once a 
month or oftener. For families in the high level-of-living group,* the median fre
quency was once in 2 weeks; in the medium and low groups, it was once in 3 or 4 
weeks. Forty-five percent in the low group have guests less than once a month, and 
12% reported serving no company meals, as compared with 4 and 5 percent in the medium 
and high groups. 

The number of guests homemakers reported having had at their last company meal 
ranged from 1 to 36, with the median class 5 to 6. Three-fourths of the families had 
invited fewer than 9 persons, 50% had invited 3 to 6 persons. 

About a third of all families have both types of mealtime guests at least once 
every 2 weeks. 

Dining areas 

Seventy-aeven percent of the homemakers reporting in the Western Region Study 
vant two or more dining areas. Seventy-one percent of those in the low level-ot
Uving group expresaed this desire, as did 76% in the medium level-of-living group, 
and 84% in the high lnel-o.f-living group. For more than 50% in each level-of-living 
group, the preference is for an area in the kitchen and one in the dining room. Only 
8% of the entire group would like space for eating in the kitchen and living rooa. 

*Seepage 4 for definitions of level-of-living groups. 
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or the 23% that want just one dining area, more than halt wuld like this space in 
the kitchen. Eighteen percent of the families in the low level-of-living group ex
pressed this preference, in comparison with 8% in the high level-of-living group. 

Dining space in the kitchen 

Eighty-nine percent of the homemakers want some eating space in the kitchen. 
For &J% of the families who want such space, it will be used for all family meals, 
between-meal snacks and refreshments 6 or 7 days a week. An additional 17% want to 
use it for company meals as well. Only 5% 1«>uld use it as little as once a day, 
usually for week-day breakfasts. 

Room to seat 6 in the kitchen-dining area would be sufficient for 7 families in 
ten. Families having 7 or more persons would like seating space for at least eight. 

The dining~ 

Three-fourths of all the homemakers reporting expressed a desire for a dining 
room. Two-thirds of those in the low level-of-living group want a dining room, 75% 
in the medium group and 82% in the high group. 

Practically all (98%) of the homemakers who want a dining room would use it for 
company meals. Twenty-six percent would use it only when there was company for meals 
or refreshments. Another 31% would use the room for company meals and refreshments, 
and some or all of the family's Sunday meals. Twelve percent would use it for all 
food service. 

For all household size and level-of-living groups the median nwrber of people for 
whom seating space is wanted in the dining room is 12. This space would be enough 
for 75% of the families with no more than 4 members and for all low-level-of-living 
families of all sizes. But for families of 5 or more members, space in the dining 
room should accommodate 14 persons, if needs of 75% of the families are to be met. 

Other dining~ 

Dining space in the living room is wanted by 198 of the 1149 homemakers. 

Fifty of the 1149 homemakers want dining space on the porch, patio or terrace. 
Eight is the median number for \hom out-of-door seating space is wanted. 

Seating space desired in a dining area in the living room corresponds closely to 
that of-the dining room. 

Furniture for mea.l service 

Buffets: Forty-seven percent of the families included in the study reported own
ing one er more portable buffets: 32% of the families in tte low level-of-living 
group, 47% of those in the medium group and 61% in the high group. 

Tables and table leaves: Dining tables of the drop-leaf or extension type were 
reported by7IT% of the families. About three-fourths of the families in the medium 
and high level-of-living groups reported 3 table leaves, and two-thirds of the 
familie~ in the low group reported two. 

Table appointments for meal service 

Decided similarities were evident in the kind and number of table appointments 
for everyday use reported by the three level-of-living groups, but as level-of-living 
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statue illproyed, both kind and number of article• for guest use increased. A sUIIDIB.r.Y 
of articles reported by all families folloWl!I: 

Dishes and flassware: The median number or pattern& or sets of plates, cereal 
dishes, sauced shes and saucers that families in the Western Region have for either 
everyday or guest use is one. 

For family use, 50% or more of all families reporting had 5 to 8 of each of the 
following: cereal dishes, tea and coffee cups, luncheon plates, salad or pie plates, 
sauce dishes, saucers and soup bowls. They reported one creamer and sugar set, 3 
dishes for jelly or relish, 3 pitchers, 2 platters, 2 serving plates, one non-electric 
tea or coffee pot, 2 trays, 6 vegetable bowls and 7-12 each of juice and water glasses. 

For guest use, the median class reported by 50% or more of all the families re
porting was 9-12 tea and coffee cups, 1-8 luncheon plates, 9-12 salad or pie plates, 
1-8 sauce dishes, 9-12 saucers, 2 creamer and sugar sets, 3 jelly or relish dishes, 
2 platters, 2 serTing plates, and 3 vegetable bowls. 

For additional dishes and glassware the median class reported by 25 to 49% of the 
fann families was 5-8 bread and butter plates and tw covers for vegetable bowls for 
everyday use. For guest use, this group had 9-12 bread and butter plates, 1-8 soup 
bowls, one vegetable bowl cover, one tray, one pitcher, 7-12 each of goblets and 
water glasses, and 1-6 sherbets. 

Silverware: The three level-of-living groups showed similarities in kind and 
number of pieces of silverware for everyday use but, as the level-of-living status 
improved, both kind and number for guest use increased. Ninety-nine percent of all 
families reported a median quantity of 7-8 knives, 7-8 forks, and 11-12 teaspoons. 
Sixty-six percent had 5-6 soup spoons; 94% had 5-6 tablespoons, and &J% had 3 serving 
pieces for everyday use. For guest use, 62% of the families reported a median quan
tity of 7-8 forks, 7-8 knives, and 11-12 teaspoons; 49% had 3 serving pieces and 7-8 
soup spoons; and 53% reported 5-6 tablespoons. 

Table linens: The homemakers interviewed reported the kind of table linen and 
number of each kind that was stored or in the laundry. If it was customary to leave 
a cloth and napkins on tte table, these were not reported since no storage space was 
needed for them. Table linens used by the family and those kept for company or 
future use were reported separately. 

Fifty percent or more of the families had a median of 5 small tablecloths for 
family use and 2 large tablecloths for guest use. 

The median class for additional linens reported by 25% or more of all families 
was 9-12 small napkins and a table pad for family use and, for guest use, 9-12 small 
napkins, 9-12 large napkins, and 3 small tablecloths. 

Table appliances: No one table appliance was reported by 50% of the families in 
the low level-of-living group. Fifty percent or more of the families in both the 
medium and high level-of-living groups reported a toaster, a waffle iron, and an 
electric coffeemaker which they used for both everyday and guest use. 

Additional table appliances reported by 25 to 49% of the Western farm homemakers 
were: a toaster, a waffle iron and a coffeemaker for families in the low level-of
living group; and a grill for famili~s in the high level-of-living group. 

- 51 -



Seldom-used articles: Seldom-used dishes, vases, candleholders, flo~er holders, 
and other tasre-accessories were reported by the homemakers in terms of the amount of 
space actually used in storing them. No space was reported by 50% or more of the 
families in the low and medium level-of-living groups. Sixty-t'WO percent of the 
families in the high level-of-living group, however, reported a median of 3-4 square 
feet of shelf space for seldom-used dishes and the same amount of space for vases and 
table accessories. 

The median amount of additional space reported by 25-49% of the families in the 
three level-of-living groups was 3-4 sq. ft. of space for seldom-used dishes for 
families in the low level-of-living group; 3-4 sq. ft. of space for seldom-used 
dishes and 1-2 sq. ft. for vases and accessories for families in the medium level-of
living group. No additional space was reported by families in the high level- of
living group. The tallest of the seldom used dishes, vases and accessories was 12 
inches. 

APPENDIX B 
UNIT SPACE STANDARIB FOR STORING MEAL SERVICE EQUIPMENT 

Table B-1 
Unit space standards tor shelving tor piled diahea !/ 

Dishes Width Depth Height 'ij Dishes Width Depth Height 'J/ 
Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches 

Plates Platters 
Less than 12" long 13 9-3/4 3-1/4 

Bread and butter 7-1/2 7-1/2 4-1/2 12", less than lu" long 15 11-3/4 4 
Less than 6½• diameter s-1/4 14", less than 16" long 17 13-3/4 4-3/4 

6-3/4 16", less than 20" long 21 13-1/2 4-3/4 

9-1/2 9-1/2 
20" long and over 21-1/2 15 5 

Salad or pie s 
6½", less than B½" 6 Platters, 12", less than 14" 
diameter 7-1/2 long and two round vege-

S-1/4 
table dishes, 8", less w 

w.ncheon and dinner 11-1/2 11-1/2 than 10" diameter 15 11-3/4 9 
B½", less than lo½" 6 
diameter 6 Serving plates 

less than 10" diameter 11 11 4-1/2 
Dinner 12 12 S-1/4 ]0" and over 14-J/4 14-3/4 s 

lo½" and over diameter 6 
6 Trays 

12", less than 16" long 17 14-1/4 3-3/4 
Soup dishes 16", less than 20" long 21 13-3/4 4 

20" long and over 24-1/4 17-3/4 4-3/4 
Soup bowls 6-3/4 7-3/4 6-3/4 

7-1/2 Vegetable bowls, oval, 
uncovered 

Soup plate 9-1/2 9-1/2 6-1/2 6", less than 8" long 9 s 8-1/4 
7 6", less than 10" long 11 9-3/4 S-3/4 
8-1/2 10", less than 12" 13 9-1/4 6 

Cereal dishes 7-3/4 7-3/4 7 Vegetable bowls, round or 
7-1/2 sauare, uncovered 
9-1/4 Less than 6" across 7 7 7-1/4 

6", less than 8" 9 9 6 
Sauce dishes, untooted 6-1/2 6-1/2 6-1/4 B•, ] ess than 10" 11 11 6 

7-1/4 10", less than l?" across 13 13 9 
A-1/2 

Saucers 7-1/2 7-1/2 4-3/4 
s-1/2 
7 
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Tsble B-1. (Continued) 

-iiepth 
Dishes that do not stack well 2f Width One Two Height 

row rows 
Inches Inches Inches 

Soup bowls with handles - 2 8-1/4 7-3/4 - 6-3/4 
6 24-3/4 7-3/4 - 6-3/4 
8 35 7-3/4 - 6-3/4 

12 49-1/2 7-3/4 - 6-J/4 

Sauce dishes, unfooted - 2 6-1/2 6-1/2 - 5-1/2 
6 13 - 12 5-1/2 
A 13 - 12 5-1/2 

12 19-1/2 - 12 5-1/2 

Cups, tea and coA'ee - 2 5-1/2 4-1/2 - 7-1/4 
6 16-1/2 4-1/2 - 7-1/4 
8 11 - 9 7-1/4 

12 16-1/2 - 9 7-1/4 

Jelly, relish dishes, small - 2 5-3/4 9 - 5-3/4 
4 8-1/2 - 12 5-3/4 

1/ Unit space standards are based on dimensions of the largest 
article measured (without regard to type of dinnerware since 
irregularity in shape and design of dishes influenced height 
of pile more than type) plus allowance for handlinf. 

2/ Pile heights for plates, soup dishes, cereal dishe~, sauce 
- dishes and saucers are for 6, 8, and 12 items respectively. 

3/ Pile heights for platters (except as noted in footnote 4), 
- serving plates, trays, vegetable bowls, soup bowls with 

handles, sauce dishes unfooted, cups, and jelly and relish 
dishes are based on 2 items per pile. 

!!(' Three items in pile. 

'iJ Dishes that do not stack well reouire excessive storage 
space. 

Table B-2 - Unit space standards for shelv~ 
tor dishee and trays stored on edge in slots. 

Article Widthit Depth H&ight 

Jell:,-, relish diebes - - - - - - - -Inches- - - - - - - - -
Small 2-3/4 8-1/2 6-1/4 
Z.rge s 16 12-1/4 

Plattere 
LeSB than 12" lo~ 1-3/4 12-1/2 9-3/4 
12", leas then 14• 2 14-1/2 ll-3/4 
14n, le1111 than 16• 2-1/2 16-1/2 13-3/4 
16•, leH than 20• 2-1/2 20-1/2 13-1/2 
20", long and over 2-3/4 21 lS 

Serving ple.te11 
2-1/4 10-1/2 Lem than 10• diuieter ll 

10• diameter and OTer 2-1/2 14-1/4 14-3/4 

Treys 
1-3/4 16-1/2 14-1/4 12•, le118 then 16• long 

16•, less than 20• 1-3/4 20-1/2 13-3/4 
20" long and over 2-1/4 23-3/4 17-3/4 

Vegetable bowls, oval, uncovered 
4-3/4 8-1/2 4-1/2 6•, leas than 8• long 

8•, less than 10" 4-3/4 10-1/2 9-3/4 
10•, less than 12• 3 12-1/2 9-1/4 

Vegetable bovl11, round or equare, 
uncovered 
LeH than 6• acrollB 3-3/4 6-1/2 1 
6•, le1111 than 8• 4 8-1/2 9 
8•, less than 10• 4 10-1/2 ll 
10•, less than 12• acro11a 4-1/2 12-1/2 13 

ilWidth includes diaen11ion ot article, plus allowance tor bandling, plue 

thickness of dirtdar. 



Table B-3. (Continued) 
Table B-3. - Unit space standards for shelving tor aeal serrlce equipamt Depth stored in position wsed, no piling. .Article Width One Two Three Height 

Row Rows Rows 
De:eth - - - - - - - - - Inches - - - - - - - - - -

.Article Width One TIO Height Dishes 
Row Rows 

- - - - - - - - - - Inches ------ Vegetable bowl, oval uncovered 
Dishes 6•, less than 8• long 9 5 10 - 4-1/2 

8•, less than 1()11 11 9-3/4 - - 3 
Cups, tea and cottee - l 5-1/2 4-1/2 - 4-1/4 10•, less than 12• long lJ 9-1/4 - - 3-1/4 

6 16-1/2 - 9 4-1.A 
8 22 - 9 4-1/4 Vegetable bowl, round or square 

12 33 - 9 4-J/4 uncovered 
Less than 6• across 7 7 - - 4 

Cre111Der and sugar set - 2 14-J/4 6-J/4 - 5-1/2 6• less than B• 9 9 - - 4-1/4 
2 8-1/2 - 11-3/4 5-1/2 8•, less than 1()11 11 11 - - 4-1/2 

10• 1 less than 12• lJ 13 - - 4-3/4 
Coffeepot, teapot, non-electric 

Less than 8• tall 6-J/4 11-~ - 9 Vegetable dish, covered 7-13 7-lJ - - 5-1/2 
8• tall and over 7 11 - 14-1/2 

Glusware 
Je).4, relish dishea 

Saall -1 5-3/4 9 - 3 Glasses, iced tea• l 4-1/2 4-l/2 - - 7-3/4 
2 8-l/2 - 12 3 6 lJ-l/2 - 9 - 7-3/4 

Large 16 12 - 5-1/4 8 18 - 9 - 7-3/4 
"' 12 27 - 9 - 7-3/4 t::-

Pitcher 
Less thll!l 6• tall 4-1/4 5-1/2 - 7 Glasaes, juice - l 3 -l/2 J-l/2 - - 5-1/2 
6•, less than 8• 7-1/4 10-1/4 - 9 6 7 - - 10-1/2 5-1/2 
8•, less than lo■ 6-J/4 10-3/4 - 11 8 10-1/2 - - 10-1/2 5-1/2 
10•, less than 12• 7-1/4 10 - 13 12 14 .. - 10-1/2 5-1/2 
12• tall 1111d over 6 8-1/2 - 14 

Glasses, -ter - l 4 4 - - 7 
Platter 6 8 - - 12 7 

leBS than 12 • long lJ 9-J/4 - 2 8 12 - - 12 7 
12•, less than 14• 15 11-3/4 - 2-1/4 12 16 - - 12 7 
14•, less than 16• 17 13-3/4 - 2-J/4 
16•, less than 2()11 21 lJ-l/2 - 2-3/4 Goblets - l 4-3/4 4-3/4 - - 9 
20• long and over 21-1/2 15 - 3 6 14-1/4 - 9-1/2 - 9 

8 19 - 9-1/2 - 9 
Serving plate 12 28-1/2 - 9-J/2 - 9 

Less than lo■ di111Deter 11 11 - 2-1/2 
10• diaaeter and over 14-3/4 14-3/4 - 2-3/4 Sherbets - l 4-3/4 4-3/4 - - 6-3/4 

6 14-1/4 - 9-1/2 - 6-3/4 
Trq 8 19 - 9-1/2 - 6-3/4 

12•, less than 16• lC111g 17 14-1/4 - 2 12 28-1/2 - 9-l/2 - 6-J/4 
16•, less than 20• 21 13-3/4 - 2 
2()11 long and OYer 24-1/4 17-3!t - 2-Jk Table Appliances 

Electric cof!eEllll&lllir 11 7-3/4 - - 13-3/4 
Electric grill 18-1/4 lJs - - 4 
Electric toaster 13 8 - - B-3/4 
Electric waffle iron 16 lJ-3/4 - - 6-1/2 



Table B-b - Unit space standardsJ> tor sections in drawers or trays 
planned for table silver. 

Silverware 
Kind Number 

Butter spreaders 6 

Forks, dinner 

luncheon 

8 
l2 

6 
8 

l2 
12 

6 
8 

12 
l2 

Knives, dinner 6 
8 

l2 

luncheon 6 

~ Sa.lad forks 

8 
l2 

6 
8 

l2 
l2 

Serving pieces 2 
3 
4 

carving set 3 

Soup spoons 

Tablespoons 

Teaspoons 

6 
8 

l2 
l2 

4 
6 
8 

6 
8 

l2 
12 
18 
2Ji 

Storage 
.la~tion1 

one P-6 
one P-8 
one P-12 

one P-6 
two P-4 
three P-4 
two P-6 

one P-6 
two P-4 
three P-4 
two P-6 

one P-6 
two P-4 
three P-4 
two P-6 

one P-6 
two P-11 
three P-4 
two P-6 

one P-4 
one P-6 
two P-4 

one P-6 
two P..4 
three P-4 
two P-6 
three P-6 
three P-8 

Length 

7-1/4 

8-1/2 

8-1/2 

lO-l/2 

lO 

7-1/2 

ll 

14-1/2 

8 

9 

1 

Inside 
Width2 Height Height ot 

Drawer 
- illches - - - - - - - -

3 l-l/8 l-3/8 
3 l-l/4 l-l/2 
3 2 2-1/4 

3 
3 
4 
3 

3 
3 
4 
3 

4 
5 
6 

4 
5 
6 

3 
3 
4-1/2 
3 

4 
5 
6 

5 

3 
4-1/4 
6-1/2 
4-1/4 

3 
3 
4-1/2 

3 
3-1/4 
4-3/4 
3-1/4 
4-3/4 
1'=J& 

2 
l-3/4 
l-3/4 
2 

2 
1•3/4 
1-3/4 
2 

1-3/4 
l-3/4 
l-3/4 

1-3/4 
l-3/4 
l-3/4 

2 
l-3/4 
1-3/4 
2 

2 
2 
2 

l-3/4 

2 
l-3/4 
l-3/4 
2 

l-3/4 
2 
l-3/4 

1•3/4 
l•l/2 
1-1/2 
l-3/4 
l-3/4 
2. 

2-1/4 
2 
2 
2-1/4 

2-1/4 
2 
2 
2-1/4 

2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 

2-1/4 
2 
2 
2-1/4 

2-1/4 
2-l/li 
2-1/4 

2 

2-1/4 
2 
2 
2-1/4 

2 
2-1/4 
2 

2 
l-3/4 
1-3/4 
2 
2 
~ 

* Unit space standards are baaed on the largest dimensions ot each kind ot table silver 
plus allovux:a for handling. 

l P • Pile followed by nWllber in pile. 

2 Minimum section width for eaae in handling, 3 inches. 
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Table B-6. - t'Jni t apace atandard8 tor rack 
tor storing table leaves. 

Bmlber 
Imiide Outaide 

Table Description meaauruienta M&sureaenta 
Lean• ot ru~ stored Width !5eptli He1ght IIdth Depth Hnght 

- - - - - - - - - - Inch•• - - - - - - - - - -

Without apron l¼" spacing 2 3 12-1/2 36-1/2 4-1/2 13-1/4 38 
4-1/2 12-1/2 36-l/2 13-1/1' Median aise between dirldera 3 6 38 

)6• X 12" X 5" long 4 6 12-l/2 '36-1/2 7-1/2 13-1/k 38 
3/4" 

Largest size lt" spacing betwea 2 3-1/2 18-1/2 54-1/2 5 19-1/\ 56 
54• X 18• X dividers, top 5-l/4 18-l/2 54-l/2 6-3/4 3 56 19-l/4 
1• dividers, 19-1/2• 4 7 18-1/2 54-1/2 8-l/2 19-l/4 S6 

long, bottoa 
di.'Vi.dera., 5• 

With aprons 3½11 spacing between 2 7-1/2 15-1/2 54-1/2 9 16-1/4 56 
11-l/4 Median size dividers,~ 3 1,-1/2 54-1/2 12-3/li 16-1/k 56 

54• X 15" X dividers, • long, 4 15 15-1/2 54-1/2 16-l/2 16-l/4 56 
3" bottom dividers,;• 

* Rack has 3/811 plywood dividers, 3/4• thick sides, top, and bottom. 

NOTE TO RESEARCH SPECIAUSTS 

Appendix A is drawn from data in "Housing Needs of Western Fann Families," Research 
Report No. 1, Western Cooperative Series, Agricultural Experiment Stations Western Re
gion, published in 1952. Further information pertinent to the subject of 'Indoor Dining 
Areas for Rural Homes in Western States," and derived from Western Research Report No. 1, 
is available in tabular form to professional workers on request to the Agricultural 
Experiment Station, University of Arizona, Tucson. This information is in detached 
tables titled: 

Table 118A. - Kind and number of dishes and glassware used in meal service, by 
level-of-living. 

Table 118B. - Kind and number of pieces of silverware used in meal service, by 
level-of-living. 

Table 118C. - Kind of table linen and number of each kind used in meal service, by 
level-of-living. 

Table 118D. - Kind and number of table appliances used in meal service, by level
of-living. 

Professional 'WOrkers needing detail of measurements leading to findings reported 
in this report, may request detached copies of tables entitled: 

Table 118E. - Physical measurements of 29 men and 29 women (by age) used in de
termining space needs for meal service. 

Table 118F. - Physical measurements of 26 women (by weight) used in determining 
space needs for meal service. 

- 56 -
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