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past 150 years approximately 75 to 80 rulers have been head 
of state. This fact alone may well account for the lack of a 
uniform and progressive management of natural resources, 
especially the rangelands. 

Increase in the number of both cattle and people has been 

significant since the early 1800's. During the earliest part of 
the period there were only 100,000 people and 211,000 head 
of cattle (Johannessen 1963), but by 1978 the population was 
over three million people and 1,700,000 head of cattle (Simp- 
son 1979). Honduras has reportedly one of the fastest grow- 
ing populations in the Western Hemisphere. These facts 
further contribute to the ecological decline of the savannas. 

Vegetative changes, from all accounts, also have been 
significant. Lopez' notes, carefully prepared in 1571, indicate 
that much grass or pura sabanas" existed. These early 
accounts, plust the monumental investigations of Johan- 
nessen, further substantiate the downward trend of the 
savannas of interior Honduras. When the Spanish arrived, 
the savannas covered most of the valley floors and the 
slightly rolling adjacent foothills. They furnished the fuel for 
fires which, for many accounts, maintained a grassland 
ecosystem in the tropics. In subsequent years, great herds 
concentrating on the areas reduced the normal amount of 
accumulated dry unused grass. Consequently, many of 
these former grasslands have gradually deteriorated to a 
thorny and unpalatable scrubby brushland. 

though the modification of the Honduras grassland 
occurred as recent as 1850, recognized desirable species are 

still present for restoration. Most of the same technical prob- 
lems associated with obtaining good range management in 
the United States are likewise to be found in Honduras. 
However, the element of political instability which has char- 
acterized this nation for centuries well may continue for 
sometime. The per capita consumption of beef has declined 
from 7 kilos (15.3 Ibs) in 1978 to 6.1 kilos (13.4 lbs.) in 1979. It 
is projected to decrease to 5.9 kilos (13 Ib) by 1985. The 
population boom in Honduras takes place in the low income 
classes and these do not eat much beef. The country long 
has depended on the exportation of beef for economic rea- 
sons. In light of the present energy crisis and the price of oil, 
many of the countries now purchasing foreign oil may have 
less money for purchasing Honduran beef. 

The history of cattle ranching and range management of 
the Central American countries is very interesting and much 
more research of the records is needed and desired. These 
early records are just waiting to be researched in the 
Archives of Seville and Madrid, Spain. 
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Upcoming Conservation Meetings 

International Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies 70th Annual meeting, Gait House, 
Louisville, Kentucky. Contact Jack H. 
Berryman, IAFWA, 1412-16th Street, NW., 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

The Nature Conservancy annual meeting will 
be held at the Key Bridge Marriott Hotel, 

Arlington, Virginia. Contact T. Ruffin, Suite 
800, 1800 North Kent Street, Arlington, Virginia 
22209 

American Forestry Association 105th Annual 
meeting, The Balsams, Dixville Notch, New 
Hampshire;theme: Our Energy Future-Local 
Response to World Needs. Contact Rexford A. 
Resler, Executive Vice President, 1319-18th 
Street, NW., Washington, D.C. 20036 

Annual meeting, Society of American 
Foresters, Spokane Riverpark Center, 
Spokane, Washington. Contact John Barber, 
Society of American Foresters, 5400 
Grosvenor Lane, Washington, D.C. 20014 

October 6-11 Association of Interpretive Naturalists National 
meeting, Cape Cod Sea Camps, 
Massachusetts. Contact Dr. Bill Randall, 
Workshop/Conference Chairman, AIN 80, 15 
State Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02109 

16th American Water Resources Conference, 
Minneapolis Radisson Hotel. Contact AWRA, 
St. Anthony Falls Hydraulics Laboratory, 
Mississippi River at 3rd Avenue, S.E., 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414 

National Audubon Society Annual meeting, the 
New York Hilton, New York City. Contact 
Russell W. Peterson, President, 950 Third 
Avenue, New York, New York 1002o. 

Coastal Zone 80, a conference on all aspects of 
Coastal Zone Management, Diplomat Hotel, 
Hollywood, Florida. Contact Billy L. Edge, 
Chairman, Coastal Zone 80, Department of 
Civil Engineering, Clemson University, 
Clemson, South Carolina 29631 

National Association of Conservation Districts 
Annual meeting, San Francisco, California. 
Contact Neil Sampson, Executive Vice 
President, Suite 1105, 1025 Vermont Avenue, 
NW., Washington, D.C. 20005 

Society for Range Management 34th Annual 
meeting, Mayo Hotel, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Contact Dr. Frank Thetford, Department of 
Agronomy, Oklahoma State University, 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074 

September 24-26 

September 24-26 

September 28- 
October 1 

Oct. 5-9 

Oct. 13-16 

November 7 

November 17-20 

1981 

February 1-5 

February 9-13 


