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McRae's Hinged Wire Gate
S. Clark Martin

Walter McRae's hinged wire gate is cheap, easy to build,
and it works. Walterand his wife live on asmall farm near St.
David, Arizona. And, since there is always more work than
Walter can do, he savestimeand energy everywherehecan.
His swinging wire gates saves someof eacheveryday.It is no
strain to open or close and it doesn't tangle when left open.
McRae's gate looks almost like any otherwire gate but it
swings precisely enough to engage an automatic doublering latch. What'sdifferent is a diagonalbar thatconnectsthe
bottom ofthehinge end tothecenter ofthe latchend. (Figure
1). Gate ends can be piecesof pipe, angle iron, orsteelfence
posts. The diagonal must bestiffenough to support thegate
withoutsagging or twisting. A piece of pipe with the ends
flattened and drilledfor bolting to the gate ends works fine.
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Thebolted joints betweenthe diagonal andthe endsmust
be tight to hold the latch end vertical. McRaewelds tabs of
sheet steel (5/16" or 3/8" stock) 2-3 inches squaretothegate
ends and bolts thediagonal tothese. (Figure2). Boltedjoints
let you adjust the angle of the diagonal if the gate sags or
rides too highbut don't let the latchend lean 'in" or "out".If
the gate is hinged on the lower side,youcan adjustit to close
at the right height even on sloping ground. Theends of the
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Editors Note: From time to time we get requestsby mail orConversation for
articles on how to do ormake things. This article faHs in that category,hope
you like It. Thegate looks likeagood bet forroadsthat are used bythepublic
or those aroundthe ranch headquarters that are opened and closedseveral
times a day.

gate can be kept vertical and parallel to the postsby tightening or loosening the cross wires.
To assemble the gate, fasten the end piecesto the diagonal, hang it on its hinges,then fasten the first wire fromthe
centerof the latch end to the center ofthehinge end and pull
it tight enough to hold the latch end at the desired height.
Pull the other cross wires just tight enough to holdthe latch
end vertical. Put in as many vertical spacerwires as you like,
or use mesh fencing if you prefer.
Hingesand fastenersare upto you. The bottom hinge can
be a piece of pipe setin the ground as in Figure 1. Figure 2
shows another kind of hinge. If you use an automatic latch
the hinges must swing the gate rather precisely.Ifyou use a
chain and snap or padlock, or a wire loop, a little wobble

won't matter.

Heavy gate posts are not necessary becausethe gate is
relatively light. Gates can be almost any length. Loren
McRae, Walter'sson,is usinga 16-footunitand plansto build
a 20-footer. So, if your tired of struggling with contrary wire
gates, go to your scrap pile for the makin's of one that
S
swings.

