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maintain or increase mule deer herds. Domestic livestock 
and mule deer, particularly cattle, complement each other in 
forage preferences under light or moderate grazing. Recent 
research has shown both cattle and sheep, when controlled, 
can be an effective tool for enhancement of mule deer habi- 

Remou nts 

tat. Range management practices such as brush control 
have great potential for increasing mule deer populations if 
knowledge of habitat requirements is used in project design. 
At all times, it is critical to keep mule deer and domestic 
livestock numbers in balance with their forage resource. 

James A. Young and Dave Mathis 

On public rangelands in the Western United States a major 
concern for all people interested in natural resources is the 
management of wild, free-roaming horses. In this age of 
freeways and rockets to the moon it is difficult to remember 
that we recently were a nation largely dependent on horses 
for transportation and agricultural power. Western range- 
raised horses were the source of much of this power. These 
horses, a major portion coming from the western range from 
1920 through World War II, were bred, raised, and marketed 
as horses of war or as they were known, remounts. The 
remount program was financed by the federal government 
and carried out under the direction of the Quartermaster 
Corps of the U.S. Army. This program greatly influenced the 
numbers and type of horses on the western range. The influ- 
ence of the remount program may still be a factor in the 
ecology and population genetics of feral horse populations. 
Origin of the Remount Program 

It has often been stated that the remount program came 
about because American troopers and officers were the 
worst mounted troops in World War I. That Americans were 
poorly mounted was undoubtedly true, but the plans for the 
remount program were being formulated well before Amer- 
ica became involved in the European War. 

In 1910 George M. Rommel, Chief of the Animal Hus- 
bandry Division of the Bureau of Animal Industry, published 
a detailed analysis of the remount needs of the United States. 
He pointed out that America was the only major nation that 
did not pay a subsidy to farmers to ensure production of war 
horses. He noted that the Kingdom of Prussia supported five 
breeding farms and 18 stallion depots to insure a supply of 
remounts. Even England, which had always depended on her 
colonies for horses of war, had started a grant program to 
increase domestic horse production. The English system 
was prompted by the failure to find sufficient remounts, even 
in the United States, during the Boer War. 

Congress established a series of remount depots at aban- 
doned military bases in 1908. Early remount depots were 
Fort Reno, Oklahoma, Fort Keogh, Montana, and Front 
Royal, Virginia. The Regular Army was supplied with horses 
which were bought young, developed and trained at the 
remount depots, and issued to troops at 4-1/2 to 5 years of 
age. The average remount horse in 1910 stood 15.1 hands 
and weighed close to 1,000 pounds when ready for service. 

The weak point in the original remount program was the 
scarcity of horses of the correct quality. Next to Russia, the 
pre-World War I United States had more horses than any 
other country, but there was a preponderance of draft horses 
in the Eastern States and the mustangs of the western range 
were considered too light for military horses. The War and 
Agriculture Departments argued before Congress in the pre- 
World War I period for the establishment of a breeding pro- 
gram to insure an abundant supply of the correct type of 
remounts. It was suggested that 50 Thoroughbred, 25 Stan- 
dardbred, 15 Saddlebred, and 10 Morgan stallions be pur- 
chased to initiate the program. 

In 1911 private enterprise got the jump on the government 
remount program when August Belmont of New York offered 
the Quartermaster Corps the use of two of his best known 
Thoroughbred stallions, Henry of Navarre and Octagon. The 
stallions were available at Front Royal, Virginia, for service of 
qualified mares. The mares were required to be straightbred 
trotters without faulty conformation, such as corky hocks, 
and free from heredity unsoundness such as bone spavin or 
ringbone. About 50 mares were bred with the army taking 
options on the colts at $150 each at 3 years of age. This small 
beginning served as a model for the program which spread 
across the western range after World War I. 

The American army was thoroughly embarrassed by its 
lack of quality light horses during the World War. On May 17, 
1919, the War Department appointed a remount board com- 
posed of army officers, representatives of the Department of 
Agriculture, and civilian horsemen and breeders. The pur- 
pose of the board was to encourage the breeding of quality 
light remount horses. Congress appropriated $250,000 to 
purchase stallions. During fiscal 1920, 183 stallions were 
purchased or obtained by donations. During the 1921 breed- 
ing season, 4,129 mares were bred to 159 stallions. 

During 1923 the remount board distributed 279 stallionsto 
horse breeders in 42 states and the Hawaiian Islands. Addi- 
tional stallions went to the remount breeding depots at Fort 
Robinson, Nebraska; Front Royal, Virginia; and Fort Reno, 
Oklahoma. A large percentage of these stallions went to 
ranchers on the western range. Most of the stallions were 
Thoroughbreds with an occasional Standardbred, Arabian, 
Saddlebred, Morgan, Quarterbred, and even one Hackney. 

Note that two parallel programs were developed by the 
remount board. One program consisted of the breeding 
depots where outstanding stallions were bred to top quality 
mares under the care of the Quartermaster Corps. These 
depots were located at Fort Reno and Robinson in the West. 
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The other program involved the loaning of federal 
govern ment-purchased stallions to private ranchers and 
then the purchasing of the resulting colts by remount pur- 
chasing centers. These centers were at several locations 
during the life of the remount program including San Mateo, 
Pomona, and Sacramento, California; Sheridan, Wyoming; 
Kansas City, Missouri; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Salt 
Lake City, Utah; San Angelo and Fort Worth, Texas. 

Breeding Program 
Col. Floyd C. Sager, DVM of Claiborne Farms, Paris, Ken- 

tucky, qualifies as an expert on the remount program. He first 
served at Fort Robinson in 1924 and retired at Front Royal in 
1948. He relates that the breeding program at each depot ran 
from 50 to 75 brood mares. These mares were always split, 
with 50 percent being Thoroughbreds and 50 percent 
Half breds. 

Not just any rancher could obtain a remount stallion. The 
annual list of ranchers receiving stallions reads like Who's 
Who of the range livestock industry. Certain standards of 
housing and fencing had to be met before the army would 
risk one of its valuable stallions. One rancher wrote Captain 
E.J. Purfield at the old Boise Barracks at Boise, Idaho, a very 
convincing letter stressing his qualifications to have a 
remount stallion. The letter was written on Land and Cattle 
Company letterhead. Upon inspection it was found the 
rancher hardly had a roof over his head, much less facilities 
for the care of a valuable stallion. The ranchers receiving 
stallions acted as agents for the remount program and, 
according to Col. Sager, could charge from $10 to $15 for 
servicing qualified mares. 

Influence of the Remount Program 
Elko County, Nevada serves as one good area to illustrate 

the impact of the remount program. In the early 1920's, 
through the efforts of Col. George Bell, QMC, and Chester 
Brennan of the University of Nevada Extension Service, nine 
remount stallions were placed with Elko County ranchers. 
Seven stallions were Thoroughbreds and two were Arabians. 
According to Joseph Wilson, the placing of these stallions 
was an epochal event in changing the quality of Elko County 
horses. By bringing qualified mares to the remount stallions 
it was not long until even the smallest ranchers benefited 
from the quality stallions. 

The Glaser Brothers at Halleck were one of the first Elko 
County ranchers to receive a remount stallion. They received 
Greenway Best in 1920 who sired several valuable colts 
including the white mare, Potatoma, who raced at the Elko 
County fair track. 

Illustrating the impact of the government's remount ser- 
vice in Nevada and how it tended to work with the local 
ranchers and others might be the stories of Boston Hill, Joe 
Flores, and Lotus. These three Thoroughbred government 
remount stallions, as remembered by Doyle Wakeling, 
tended to drastically change the quality of riding horse stock 
in the White Pine County and eastern Nye County areas of 
eastern Nevada. 

Wakeling, now 70 years old, grew up in the farming and 
ranching community of Lund in southern White Pine County. 
He always had an interest in horses, raising both draft and 
riding or stock horses for his farming operation. He recalls 
the three mentioned stallions as the total of remount animals 
assigned to the area. Boston Hill and Joe Flores were con- 
signed to Frank Calloway of the Cal loway Ranch along Cur- 
rant Creek in eastern Nye County. The stallion Lotus was 

consigned to Adams-McGill at the Sunnyside Ranch, also in 
eastern Nye County about 30 miles south of Lund. All three 
of the animals resided on the mentioned ranches periodi- 
cally from the late 1920's through the mid-i 940's. 

Wakeling recalls that before the advent of the remount 
studs, most saddle horses used in that area were just animals 
in the farmer's or rancher's horse herds that tended to be 
about the right size. When upgrading of horse stock was 
undertaken, the aim was usually to improve the draft anim- 
als. Individual farmers, or groups of them, went together to 
purchase draft studs such as Belgians; particularly popular 
in that locality were Clydesdales, Percherons, and Shires. 
Such stallions were then crossed with the farm horses most 
of which had a nondescript pedigree. Among these horses 
were those that might be termed mustangs. When the results 
of the crosses produced smaller, lighter-framed animals, 
they became saddle horses. The number of ranchers who 

Types of horses the army considered desi rable during the 1920s. 
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actively worked to breed saddle or stock horses could be 
counted on one hand. 

It was in the early 1930's that the Army Remount Board 
loaned the Thoroughbred stallion, Boston Hill, to rancher 
Frank Calloway at Currant Creek. Some of the surrounding 
farmers and ranchers began to utilize the stud's services for 
which Calloway could charge a stud fee; however, Calloway 
charged nothing. Apparently he made his return through his 
contract to supply remount animals which Wakeling 
remembers as a very good price for horses in that day, from 
$150 to $175 per head. It was not until some of Boston Hill's 
progeny began to perform, particularly on the local race 
tracks, that many of the farmers and ranchers begain bring- 
ing mares to the stud. Soon many of the area's race horses 
were Boston Hill colts. One of the better known ones was 
Boston Current, a consistent win ner on many Nevada tracks. 

Moreover, the local farmers and ranchers found that the 
Thoroughbred-farm horse crosses made excellent cow 
horses, having athletic ability, speed, endurance and tough- 
ness, and quality looks. One Lund rancher, Wilford Terry, 
began upgrading his saddle horses through the use of Bos- 
ton Hill, and also Lotus and Joe Flores. He also sold colts to 
the remount service, and soon became known as having 
some of the finest saddle horses in White River Valley. 

Wakeling related that one of the fastest running horses to 
come out of Boston Hill was a blue roan filly dammed by a 
mustang mare. The filly won consistently both on Nevada 
tracks and in California but was eventually barred from rac- 
ing at better tracks because she was not a registered animal. 

Remounts and Mustangs 
Obviously the valuable stallion was not turned loose to 

breed mustang mares. The remount stallions influenced free 
roaming horses in two ways, however. First, there was a 
trickling down of a new genetic potential from the offspring 
of remount stallions to the open range-raised horses. 
Secondly, the remount program established that quality light 
horses were valuable and had premium sales value. This led 
to programsto control mustang studs in orderto upgrade the 
quality of free roaming horses. Ralph Parmer, who operated 
several large ranches in the northern Washoe area of Nevada 
during the 1920's and 1930's, relates how he hunted and 
killed mustang studs. Mr. Parmar equates his horse and 
cattle operations during this period. Both types of livestock 
were handled twice a year, at the spring and fall roundups, 
but otherwise were free roaming on the range. Both types 
received some supplemental hay during the winter. 

Doyle Wakeling remembers that the horse management 
system in eastern Nevada was to turn out the horses onto 
public domain when they were not in use. Often inthewinter 
this meant nearly all of the horses herd. Since this was the 
case, blood of Boston Hill, Joe Flores, and Lotus was passed 
into the wild horse or mustang herds in that area. This system 
remained so until the passage of the Wild Horse and Burro 
Act in 1971. 

During the pre-World War II period there was considerable 
interest among army officers and sportsmen in polo. Many of 
the top remount-bred horses became polo ponies main- 
tained by such future generals as George Patton. Elko 
County raised a remount stud-fathered horse, Atta Boy, 
which became a polo pony. Atta Boy won many Elko fair 
races before he was sold for $300 to a polo buyer when 
quality horses sold for $75. 

World War II 
One would assume that the outbreak of a highly technical- 

oriented world war would have cancelled the remount pro- 
gram. This was not the case. The remount program 
continued and was expanded during the War. The journal of 
the American Remount Association, entitled "The Horse," is 
full of articles written during the war by retired and active 
military officers stressing that the day of the cavalry would 
soon return. Numerous authors pointed out, quite correctly, 
that the German mechanial blitzkrieg was supported by 
horse-drawn transportation consisting of 750,000 to a mil- 
lion animals. More importantly, the remount board encour- 
aged increased horse production on the western range. 
Many of these horses were actually used in the war. Colonel 
Sager relates that between 1939 and 1945 Fort Robinson 
received 40,000 horses. The war came to an end and the 
western range was left with a surplus of horses. 

The remount program was cancelled in 1948. Many of its 
typical facilities were transferred to research arms of the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Population Genetics 
The remount program contributed to the genetic diversity 

of many free roaming horse populations through the intro- 
duction of hot-blooded stallions. In the complex pattern of 
shrinking inbreeding and expanding outbreeding popula- 
tions that characterize feral horse breeding systems, this 
diversity may contribute to expression of heterosis in out- 
breeding populations of wild horses that roam western ran- 
gelands today. 

Wild Turkey Increase 
The National Wild Turkey Federation reports that the Uni- 

ted States may now be populated with some two million 
gobblers and hens. We don't have explicit records from the 
days when the pioneers first set foot in America. However, 
it's quite likely that our wild turkey population is much larger 
than it was in Colonial times, 250 years ago. 

There's absolutely no doubt that the continental range of 
the wild turkey is greater than it was when the first pioneers 
traversed the forests. Special spring and/or fall turkey- 
hunting seasons are scheduled in 42 states in 1981. That's 
truly remarkable for a game bird that was considered almost 
extinct a half-century ago.—( Wildlife Harvest) 


