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Current Literature of Range 
Management 

This section has the objective of alerting SRM members and other 
readers of Range!ands on the availability of new, useful literature 
being published on applied range management. Your recommenda- 
tions on making this bibliography more useful are requested. Also, 
the compiler requests readers to suggest literature items—and pref- 
erably also contribute individual copies—for including in this sec- 
tion in subsequent issues. 

Alaska's Bison—A Game Biologist's Range-Management Problem; 
by Jay D. McKendrick; 1982; Agroborealis 14(1):73-79. (Agric. Res. 
Center, Palmer, Alaska 99645) Explores the conflict of free-roaming 
bison with new croplands and suggests alternatives for correcting 
overgrazing on bison summer ranges and depredation on croplands. 
Beef Production from Grass-Alfalfa Pastures Grown in Different 
Stand Patterns in a Semiarid Region of the Canadian Prairies; by 
M.R. Kilcher; 1982; Can. J. Plant Sd. 62(1):1 17-124. (Agric. Canada, 
Research Station, Swift Current, Sask. 59H 3X2) Compared the 
performance of Russian wildrye and alfalfa pastures seeded in 
mixed rows, in alternate rows, or in a cross-seeded pattern based on 
liveweight gains of cattle. 

Control of Honey Mesquite (Prosopis Juliflora var glandulosa) with 
3,6-Dichloropicolinic Acid; by P.W. Jacoby, C.H. Meadors, and M.A. 
Foster; 1981; Weed Sci. 29(4):376-378. (Texas Agric. Expt. Sta., 
Vernon, Tex. 76384) Compared with the use of picloram, alone and 
in mixtures, with other herbicides for the herbicidal control of honey 
mesquite. 

Custom Rates for Farm-Ranch Operations in Wyoming: Guides for 
1981; by Douglas E. Agee; 1981; Wyo. Agric. Ext. Bul. 703R; 14 p. 
(Div. Agric. Econ., Agric. Ext. Serv., Univ. Wyo., Laramie, Wyo. 
82071) Provides custom rates for typical agricultural operations to 
assist farmers and ranchers in financial planning and budgeting. 
Eastern Red Cedar Control in Kansas; by Gerald L. Crathorne, Wil- 
liam T. Scott, and P.M. Ritty; 1982; Down to Earth 38(1):1-6. 
(Reprints available from Dow Chemical USA, Midland, Mich. 48640) 
Describes the eastern red cedar invasion problem in Kansas and 
reports on aseriesof mechanical and chemical controlexperiments 
conducted in south central Kansas. 

An Economic Analysis of Alternative Management Techniques for 
Beef Production on Irrigated Pastures in Alberta; by K.D. Russell, A. 
Hironaka, and D.B. Wilson; 1981; Can. Farm Econ. 16(4):1-7. (Agric. 
Canada, Research Sta., Lethbridge, Alta. T1J 4B1) Compared the 
relative profitabilities of constant and variable stocking programs for 
grazing yearling steers on five different forage species under 
irrigation. 
The Economic Value of Pregnancy Testing in Sheep; by J.K. Hilers 
and M.L. Wedam; 1980; Amer. Soc. Anim. Sci., West.Proc. 31 :36:39. 
(Agric. Expt. Sta., Wash. State Univ., Pullman, Wash. 99164) Evalu- 
ated several factors affecting the economic returns to pregnancy 
checking ewes but concluded this practice did not appear generally 
to be economically sound. 

Energy- and Nitrogen-Based Estimates of Elk Winter-Range Carry- 
ing Capacity; by N.T. Hobbs, D.L. Baker, J.E. Ellis, D.M. Swift, and 
R.A. Green; 1982; J. WildI. Mgt 46(1):12-21. (Cob. Div. WildI., Wildl. 
Res. Center, 317 West Propsect, Fort Collins, Cob. 80526) Investi- 
gated the use of nutritional carrying capacity (energy and protein) 
for evaluating elk habitat; concluded the procedures were useful 
when used (for comparative purposes and when marked variation 
between years was recognized. 

Compiled by John F. Vallentine, Professor of Range Science, Brigham 
Young University, Provo, Utah 84602. 

Feeding Cull Cows; by F. LaMontagne, 0.0. Thomas, R.W. Whitman, 
and Robert Brownson; 1981; Amer. Soc. Anin. Sci.,West. Sec. Proc. 
32:29-31. (Agric. Expt. Sta., Mon. State Univ., Bozeman, Mon. 59717) 
Reports results of varying concentrate: roughage ratios to find most 
suitable levels for improving weight gains and carcass quality to cull 
beef cows. 

Fertilizer Effects on Establishment of Two Seed Mixtures on Mined 
Land in Southeastern Montana; by Jerry L. Holechek, Edward J. 
Depuit, Joe G. Coenenberg, and Paul Valdex; 1981; J. Soil & Water 
Cons. 36(4):241-244. (Dep. Anim. & Range Sci., New Mex. State 
Univ., Las Cruces, N. Mex. 88003) Compared the effects of N and P 
fertilization on the long-term establishment of two commonly used 
seed mixtures on coal mine spoils at Colstrip, Mon. 

Fire: Its Effects on Plant Succession and Wildlife in the Southwest: 
by R.F. Wagle; 1981; Ariz. Agric. Expt. Sta. Res. Rep. 281;82 p. (Ag. 
Communications, Coil, of Agric., Univ. of Ariz., Tucson, Ariz. 85721; 
$2) A state-of-the-art review with good literature cited section on 
realistic objectives and general guidelines for using fire to improve 
significant southwestern cover types for wildlife. 

Forage and Livestock Production Following Oak (Quercus spp.) 
Control with Tebuthiuron; by Charles J. Scifres, Jerry W. Stuth, 
Donald R. Kirby, and Raymond F. Angell; 't981;WeedSci.29(5):535- 
539. (Dept. Range Sci., TexasA&M Univ., CollegeSta.,Texas77843) 
Studied plant composition, range forage production, and steer per- 
formance response to aerial applications of tebuthiuron to brush- 
infested post oak savannah. 

Forage Quality Response of Four Lovegrasses to Stage, Interval, and 
Season of Harvest; by P.W. Voigt, F.P. Horn, and C.L. Dewald; 1981; 
Agron. J. 73(5):877-884. (USDA, Grassland, Soil and Water Res. 
Lab., Temple, Tex. 76501) A study of forage quality based on in vitro 
digestibility of four weeping bovegrass types with emphasis on the 
effect of stage of first growth and age of regrowth. 

Grazing Fees for Public Lands: What's Fair? by Darwin B. Nielsen; 
1982; Utah Sci. 43(1):1-5. (Dept. Agric. Econ., Utah State Univ., 
Logan, Utah 84322) Explores the history and development of pricing 
grazing fees on public lands and evaluates fee and non-fee costs of 
grazing public lands. 

Impact of Grazing on Watersheds: A State of Knowledge; by W.H. 
Blackburn, R.W. Knight, and M.K. Wood; 1982; Tex. Agric. Expt. Sta. 
Misc. Pub. 1496; 32 p. (Agric. Expt. Sta., Texas A&M Univ., College 
Sta., Texas 77843) A review of the literature by major vegetation 
types to assess the impacts of livestock grazing—considering both 
improper as well as recommended grazing practices—on watershed 
values. 

List of Published Soil Surveys: January 1982; by USDA, Soil Cons. 
Serv.; 1982; USDA, Soil Cons. Serv., Washington, D.C.; 18 p. (Copy 
of this list is available from USDA, SCS, Washington, D.C. 20250) A 
listing by state of both out-of-print and available published soil 
surveys. Suggested sources for personal copies of desired soil sur- 
vey reports are local and state SCS offices local county agents, or 
congressmen. Copies of both out-of-print and current surveys are 
available for reference use at agricultural libraries and local and 
state SCS offices. 

Mycorrhizae and Productivity of Arid and Semiarid Rangelands; by 
James M. Trappe; 1981; In Advances in Food Producing Systems for 
Arid and Semi Arid Lands, Academic Press, New York, p. 581-599. 
(USDA, For. Serv., Forestry Sci. Lab., Corvallis, Ore. 97331) A review 
of the present knowledge about the role of mycorrhizae in rangeland 
ecosystems; includes implications for rangeland management and 
future research. 
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Nitrate Accumulation in Altal Wild Ryegrass, Russian Wild Ryegrass, 
and Crested Wheatgrass; by T. Lawrence, G.E. Winkleman, and F.G. 
Warder; 1981; Can. J. Plant Sci. 61(3):735-740. (Agric. Canada, 
Research Sta., Swift Current, Sask. S9H 3X2) A report on the accum- 
ulation of nitrates as influenced by nitrogen fertilizer and date of 
cutting; toxic levels of nitrates were reached when annual rates in 
excess of 200 kg N/ha were used. 

Organic Reserves In Herbage Plants: Their Relationship to Grass- 
land Management; by Victor Alejandro Deregibus, M.J. Trlica, and 
Donald A. Jameson; 1982; In MiloslavRechcigl, Jr. (Ed.), CRC Hand- 
book of Agricultural Productivity Volume 1, Plant Productivity, CRC 
Press, Inc., Boca Raton, Fla., p. 315-344. (Dept. Range Sci., Cob. 
State Univ., Fort Collins, CoIo. 80523) A comprehensive review of 
research on organic reserves in herbage plants with interpretations 
of their significance to grazing strategies and grassland manage- 
ment in general. 

Owning and Operating Costs 0110 Haying Systems; by Walt Nixon 
and LeRoy 0. Luft; 1980 (Rev.); Mon. Agric. Ext. GuI. 1149; 22 p. 
(Exten. Serv., Mont. State Univ., Bozeman, Mon. 59717) An eco- 
nomic evaluation of ten systems of harvesting, handling, and feeding 
hay commonly used in Montana based on output categories of 250, 
500, 1,000, and 2,000 tons per year. 
Portable Self-Feeder for Supplementing Cattle on Range; by James 
G. Morris and Richard E. Delmas; 1982; J. Anim. Sci. 54(3):500-503. 
(Dept. Anim. Sci., Univ. of Calif., Davis, Cal. 95616) Describes a 
portable, self-contained unit which permits group or individual cat- 
tle feeding by means of electronic control gates; developed for use 

Book Review 

Failure on the Plains: A rancher's 

view of the public lands problem 

by Dan Fulton 
Dan Fulton and his father, William, have been personally 

involved in the public lands problem in eastern Montana for 
more than 90 years, from 1890 to the present. They lived and 
experienced 90 years of what was happening to the native 
grasslands of the Northern Great Plains. 

The book is written in an interesting fashion with factual 
information about the people, land, and problems of the area 
during the 90-year period covered. Fulton tells the story in 
his own words and one knows he is telling it the way it was 
and is because at times his words and inner emotions are 

quite evident underneath the written words. 
The main point that comes across is that the underlying 

most important and unresolved problem on public lands in 
the United States, particularly on the Northern Great Plains, 
is land tenure for the rancher using the resource. 

This 234-page booklet was especially interesting to me 
because I knew many of the people mentioned. It has come 
out at an opportune time, just after his article, "Success at 
Last—On the Mitchell Grass Downs," appeared in the April 
1982 issue of Rangelands. His article and the book certainly 
make compatible and interesting companion pieces. 

Fulton lived the experiences he speaks of. He was born in 
1904 and lived all his life on the family ranch near Ismay until 
he sold out in 1959. After that he has made a number of trips 
back to his old stomping grounds where he knows the land 
and people intimately. After selling the ranch he worked for 
the state of Montana on land problems for 5 years. 

Following his 5 years with Montana State Government, he 
and his wife, Mary Ann, traveled extensively all over the 

with pasture and range experiments but may have practical applica- 
tion also. 

Problems In Estimating Farm Production Costs; by M. Sorboe; 1980; 
Can. Farm Econ. 15(5):17-26. (Agric. Canada, Regional Dev. & Inter- 
nat. Affairs Branch,Regina, Sask. S4S 0A2) Discusses sources of 
farm-ranch production cost data, their representativeness, and the 
theoretical assumptions, imputations, and joint cost allocations 
which are associated with calculating pasture production costs. 

Range Seeding and Brush Management on Arizona Rangelands; by 
Gilbert L. Jordan; 1981; Ariz. Agric. Ext. Bul. 1-81121; 88 p. (CoIl, of 
Agric., Univ. of Ariz., Tucson 85721) Describes the major land 
resource areas (range ecosystems) of Arizona and provides detailed 
recommendations for range plant control range seeding; well illus- 
trated and includes a table on precipitation requirements of selected 
species useful in seeding and a table on individual plant control 
treatments. 

A Review of the Plant Physiological Effects of the Phenoxy Herbi- 
cides; by Wendell R. Mullison; 1982; Down to Earth 38(1):12-15. 
(Reprints available from Dow Chemical USA, Midland, Mich. 48640) 
A concise discussion of the physiological effects of particularly 
2,4-D on plants for both the layman and the scientist. 

Seeding and Fertilizing to improve High-Elevation Rangelands; by 
William A. Laycock; 1982; USDA, For. Serv. Gen. Tech. Rep. INT- 
120; 19 p. (USDA, For. Serv., lntermtn. For. and Range Expt. Sta., 
Ogden, Utah 84401) Summarizes the available literature on seeding 
and fertilizing high-elevation rangelands to assist those charged 
with revegetating or increasing productivity on such areas. 

United States and Canada and have made several trips to 
Mexico and one journey to Australia. During this time he 
found time to return every year or two to his "roots" in 
Montana to visit land and people he was so familiar with. 

He relates the optimism and disappointments of the 
homesteaders who flocked to eastern Montana by the thou- 
sands during the period of 1908 to 1918. The 160, 320 and 
640-acre size homesteads were not nearly large enough to 
support a rancher trying to make a living off grazing land. 
The farming homesteads were at best marginal because of 
the low and erratic moisture patterns for that area. Crops 
were harvested some years while other years hardly any- 
thing would grow because of lack of rain. By 1922 80% had 
starved out or given up. Many of these old homesteads, all 
sizes, are now back in native and introduced grasses for 
livestock use. 

Government meddlers and planners are given a hard time 
because hardly anything turned out as planned or hopedfor. 
During a 30-year period beginning in the 1930's there was 
too much bickering and jockeying for power between per- 
sonnel of the Departments of interior and Agriculture and 
the Land Grant Colleges. Gradually, these differences have 
largely disappeared. There is much more cooperation now 
for the benefit of the land. 

Fulton strongly believes that the long-time maintenance 
and improvement of public rangelands in the Northern Great 
Plains rests almost entirely upon the rancher, the user of the 
land. Government can not do this job. it is the man on the 
ground who will get the job done. He says, "A big step in the 
right direction would be to give the user longer tenure." 

Dan was the first rancher president of the Society for 
Range Management and served as its 4th president in 1951. 

The book may be purchased for $9.00 from Big Sky Books, 
Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana 59715.— 
J.D.F. 


