
1994 High School Youth Forum – A Report

Item Type text; Article

Authors Francis, Mark G.

Citation Francis, M. G. (1994). 1994 High School Youth Forum – A Report.
Rangelands, 16(5), 206-207.

Publisher Society for Range Management

Journal Rangelands

Rights Copyright © Society for Range Management.

Download date 24/05/2023 08:08:16

Item License http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0/

Version Final published version

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10150/639015

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0/
http://hdl.handle.net/10150/639015


206 RANGELANDS 16(5),October 1994 

grazing has little effect on the spread of Lehmann love- 
grass. There is still much that is unknown about the effect 
of grazing on Lehmann lovegrass and this makes it difficult 
to develop grazing management guidelines. 

When planning management of Lehmann lovegrass 
ranges, several things must be considered. First, cattle use 
Lehmann lovegrass primarily in the spring and it may con- 
stitute more than 50% of their diet. It contains more crude 
protein than native grasses at this time so it is an important 
forage source for lactating cows. Second, Lehmann loveg- 
rass is used as a source for revegetation because it 
matures quickly and provides quick soil cover, improving 
watershed conditions. Third, studies have shown fires 
increase the spread, density and germinability of Lehmann 

lovegrass, so management of wildfires may control the 
spread. 

Lehmann lovegrass has come a long way. From it's ori- 
gins in South Africa to becoming a major species in south- 
ern Arizona, it has improved watershed conditions and for- 
age production for livestock. Lehmann lovegrass has also 
reduced the diversity of native vegetation. Complete under- 

standing of the extent and impacts lovegrass will have still 
await further study. Until then, individuals and government 
agencies should remember "If Lehmann lovegrass is plant- 
ed, it should be with the expectation that it will eventually 
developed into a nearly pure stand, and will spread to adja- 
cent range". 
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1994 High School Youth Forum 
- A Report 

Mark G. Francis 
Logan, Utah 

The SRM High School Youth Forum, which began in 
1966, was held once again during the Society's Annual 
Meeting, February 13-18, 1994, in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. While each of the 21 SAM Sections were given 
the opportunity to send up to 3 delegates, a total of twenty- 
nine youth representing 14 Sections participated in this 
year's Forum which included the current President and 
paper winner, selected from the previous year. 

As an activity specifically designed for those high school 
students selected to attend, the Forum's goals were to: 1) 
provide insight for these delegates concerning the function 
and workings of the Society; 2) provide opportunities to 
meet Society members; 3) provide a format that encour- 
ages thinking and enhancement of communicative skills; 4) 

provide an opportunity to learn about range management 
and future careers through interaction with Society profes- 
sionals; 5) provide an opportunity to learn about the charac- 
teristics of the area of the Annual Meeting site; and 6) pro- 
vide an atmosphere that fosters camaraderie, friendship 
and lasting relationships. To achieve these goals, various 
activities were conducted throughout the week which began 
with an orientation session on Sunday night. Activities at 
this session included introduction of special guests, a 
review of the week's activities, and various interactive 
games to help the delegates get to know each other better. 
In addition, each delegate was given the opportunity to 
introduce themselves with a 1-2 minute presentation. All of 
the delegates got involved in the activities and began mak- 
ing friends. The evening ended with a short workshop on 
presentation information and skills, and a chance to prac- 
tice their talks in a live format. 

On Monday, the Forum attended the SRM membership 

Co-chair of the High School Youth Forum sub-committee and 
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breakfast, and then left on a ecological tour of the local 
area. This tour included land management information and 
practices of lands owned and leased by the Hanna Ranch 
and the United States Air Force Academy. While at the 
Hanna Ranch, the delegates and staff spent time observing 
and listening to information about several aspects of this 
ranch including it biological weed control program and how 
the Coordinated Resource Management process has been 
used by both the ranch and Division of Wildlife personnel. 
Likewise, the delegates and staff were presented informa- 
tion from the Academy's natural resources personnel on 
their various programs including rangeland, woodland, nox- 
ious weeds, and wildlife management, and forage manage- 
ment for horses. Both of these ecological stops proved to 
be very informative to not only the delegates, but to the 
staff as well. As a final stop, the tour was completed with a 
visit to the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame which served as a high- 
light to many of those attending. 

That evening, the Forum held its professional interaction 
dinner which served to provide information about the vari- 
ous jobs associated with range management. Special 
guests included personnel from the various land manage- 
ment agencies, the parent SAM, and the Student Conclave. 
From these invited guests, the delegates were able to find 
out what skills and kinds of knowledge are needed to do 
work in range and natural resource management in an 
interactive communication format. 

The annual Forum presentation session was held on 
Tuesday, and ran for most of the day. This proved to be the 
most highly rated activity of the week for the delegates. In 

comments provided on their evaluations, many echoed the 
fact that it was a great learning experience both in terms of 
presenting their talks and listening to other delegates. As a 
session, it was well attended, staying mostly full throughout 
the day. As those who attended can attest, all of the papers 
were of high quality, making the judging very hard. 
However, five top papers were selected and are as follows: 
5th place - Will Ward, Colorado; 4th place - Gwen 
Rentner, Nevada; 3rd place - NoeHe Humphrey, Arizona; 
2nd place - Lindi Clayton, Texas and 1St place - LaDean 
Olsen, North Dakota. LaDean will be returning to next 
year's Forum to help prepare next year's delegates for their 
presentation and to present her talk at the Awards 
Ceremony. For their time and effort, the Forum thanked 
Kristi Gay (Colorado), John Valentine (Colorado), and 
Chris Allison (New Mexico) for serving as judges at this 
year's session. Each was awarded a Certificate of 
Appreciation by the Forum for their excellent contribution to 
this activity. The rest of the day was spent relaxing and 
preparing for the SRM dance. Those delegates that attend- 
ed had an enjoyable evening dancing and socializing with 
both each other and other members of the Society. 

On Wednesday, the Forum delegates attended the trade 
show and several papers of the general SAM paper ses- 
sion. From there, the Forum conducted a conflict resolution 
workshop (2nd highest rated activity by the delegates) 
where the goal was to provide a setting for the delegates to 
learn about conflict resolution techniques and characteris- 

tics in dealing with conflicting natural resource issues. A 
hypothetical natural resource issue was developed and the 

delegates were then randomly placed in one of six involved 
interest groups. Each group participated in the process of 
developing a proposal that would be agreed upon by all 
involved parties. This activity proved to be highly effective, 
and generated many important questions from the dele- 
gates and staff. This activity also gave the delegates ideas 
for conducting similar workshops back at home. Later that 

evening, the Forum delegates elected their new president, 
Caleb Stone of Oklahoma, who will preside over the Forum 
next year at Phoenix, Arizona. 

On Thursday, the final day for the Forum, the High 
School Youth Forum president, KImberly Walters of 
Texas, presided over the presentation of the Forum paper 
awards during the SRM awards ceremony and conducted 
the Forum's last activity, the business meeting. It is impor- 
tant to recognize that Ms. Walters, as HSYF President, 
presided over all meetings throughout the week and provid- 
ed an excellent role model for the participants. Overall, her 
leadership was vital to the success of this Forum. In addi- 
tion to the presentation of the Forum paper awards, Jason 
Nichols of Colorado, last year's paper winner, presented 
his award-winning paper to the general membership of the 
Society at the Awards Ceremony. This opportunity is part of 
the overall award given to the top paper winner each year. 

in summary, all of the student evaluations were very posi- 
tive towards the Forum, with each expressing how much of 
an impression it has made on their life. Without exception, 
the delegates stated that this experience was well worth the 
time committed to it and that it would be something they 
would never forget. Also, sincere appreciation is expressed 
to the excellent staff of Barron Rector (Co-Chair of HSYF) 
of Texas, Becky Gravenmeier of Oregon, George Cook of 
Utah, and Ben Berlinger of Colorado for their time, dedica- 
tion and commitment to this year's Forum and helping to 
insure its success. Similarly, the Forum coordinators would 
like to thank the Society and the Student Affairs committee 
for their continued support of this activity. The students of 
today are the future of this Society, and with high quality 
delegates and interested staff like were present this year, 
the future of range management is in good hands. 

1994 High School Youth Forum delegates. 




