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Talented Teens and Tornadoes
Angela Williams, Director

What do these two things have in common? Well, it all hap-
pened the first week of May 1999. For people in Oklahoma it
will be remembered for the devastating tornado that went
through many towns, taking lives and destructing property. It
was also a time when eight hundred and twenty-five contes-
tants from 34 states gathered in Oklahoma City to compete
May 4-6 in the 48th Annual National Land and Range Judging
Contest.

The contest ended Thursday night with an awards banquet
where I was to present awards on behalf of the Society for
Range Management. Being caught up in my own concern for
local friends and the community, I was caught off guard to dis-
cover the annual contest also served as a fundraising event
this year for victims of the tornadoes that almost caused the
contest to be cancelled.

This is where the true story of the strength and commitment
that these talented young adults exhibited not only in their par-
ticipation at the contest but there spirit and support to others.
Several registered teams were lodged in a hotel that was hit by
the tornado. Many of those teams narrowly escaped with their
lives and were unable to recover their automobiles, clothing
and other belongings amidst the debris of the devastated
hotel. A fund raising effort was started by a local Conservation
District which resulted in over $850 being sent to two teams to
help recoup their losses. Upon announcement of this at the
banquet, another fundraising effort was led by an FFA team

who managed to survive the hotel destruction, wanting to give
back to the community who had been so supportive of them.
This challenge brought forth over $3,400 in cash, checks and
pledges to go to the Red Cross organization for Oklahoma
storm victims. Stories were then told how teams went to collec-
tion sites and volunteered their time and efforts loading trucks,
sorting goods and even donating blood.

I can’t begin to tell you how the mood in the room turned.
Being the "rangeperson" that I am, I found myself with goose
pimples all over and tears welling up in my eyes. I know last
year I wrote how proud I was to look out across the faces of
what I hope to see as the future range and agriculture profes-
sionals. This year I saw more than that. I saw a future bright
with individuals of strong moral and ethical commitments and
talents. I was proud to be honoring those individuals in the
range division but wished to honor all participants.

In the Range Judging Contest, FFA category, the first place
winner was Michael Willson and his chapter from Brownwood,
TX., was the team winner. The 4-H individual winner was Dink
Nichols of Menard, TX., and the team winner was Butte
County, South Dakota. The adult category winner was Ernie
Eckert of Hereford, TX.

Thank you to the individuals and Sections who donated their
monies to make the SRM award jackets possible. These indi-
viduals not only cherish these jackets more than their trophies
but deserve to be recognized and awarded by this Society. So
the next time you receive a letter from Mark Moseley asking for
contributions, please meet the challenge like these fine young
individuals did for others in need. Tornadoes and teens, who
would of thought?
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