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34 RANGELANDS 24(1) 

Using The Preferred Grazing System 

By Marion E. Everhart 

The "Preferred Grazing System" was developed in 1955 by 
Everhart and Swartz. For 45 years, Marion E. Everhart, certi- 
fied range management consultant with SCS, USDA and 
Ralph Swartz, soil scientist, SCS, studied ranges all over West 
Texas and made extensive studies of air-in-the-soil. Everhart 
is a graduate of Ft. Hays State University, Hays, Kansas, and 
has worked in all of the western states. 

The "Preferred Grazing System" they developed is the only 
known system that provides for the true and full carrying ca- 
pacity of all ranges from the high mountainious areas to low- 
lying pastures throughout the United States. It involves using 
"41" plants and their "preference ratings" in appropriate land 
resource areas where the role of air-in-the-soil assists plant 
growth. 

Most livestock ranchers have sketchy knowledge of the role 
of air-in-the-soil, and the fact that good air movement is nec- 
essary for soils without which much of the annual precipita- 
tion is lost for plant growth. Consequently the land becomes 
more arid and dry with less plant density. Even annuals will 
have a hard time growing because of lack of air in the soil. 
That is why it is so important to have knowledge of the role of 
the "4 1" species of range plants. 

The first article entitled "Preferred Grazing" was published 
by SRM in Rangelands, Vol. 13, No. 6, December 1991. (A 
reprint can be obtained by contacting the author.) The first 
item that must be considered is that more livestock can be 
grazed on a given area if provision is made for the timely 
movement of livestock from one pasture to another with con- 
sideration of the stage of growth of the vegetation. Before ini- 
tially stocking a range at what is believed to be full carrying 
capacity, try "preferred grazing" where one can vary the num- 
ber of livestock at the time of rotation of the pasture by adding 
to-or taking from-the initial number. Give consideration to 
the fact that livestock are now going to eat "41" species in- 
stead of 2 or 3 as is the case of continuous use grazing. Also 
consider that the air-in-the soil factor is now in effect thus 

providing for an increase in plant growth because of an in- 
crease of a healthy soil environment by providing organic and 
humus rich soils. 

Once one begins with a "preferred grazing" plan, if more 
grass is needed for your livestock, all that needs to be done is 
to open the gate to the next pasture. Because livestock are 
now grazing "41" instead of 2 or 3 species of vegetation and 
because air is getting into the soil creating humus-rich soil 
thus increasing the carrying capacity-soon more grass will 
be left over at the time of rotation. Then consideration can be 
made of the possibility of adding more livestock. With 
"Preferred Grazing" cattlemen can examine all the livestock 
every time they rotate the pastures. "Grow before you graze" 
is an axiom of preferred grazing. Seldom can the true carrying 
capacity be known ahead of time. It takes all sizes of vegeta- 
tion-from "short," "medium" to "tall" to make up the total 
true carrying capacity for the "41" species. For the first time 
in years, livestock cannot see their noses with preferred graz- 
ing and its use of 41 species, instead of 2 or 3 species, also 
full use of air-in-the-soil. Livestock get a taste of all of the 
preferred species-this is true biodiversity. Under continuous 
grazing, livestock graze the most preferred species first and 
then the lesser desired vegetation second; consequently there 
is no increase of air-in-the-soil and when the rains come, there 
is no in soak and the precipitation runs from the land. 
Temporary fencing such as electric fencing and because of the 
need for fences to be located as shown in the article published 
in 1991- "most of the permanent fencing should be re- 
moved." Place watering facilities as shown in this article, and 
do not fence out "pie" shaped pastures. The "Preferred 
Grazing System" applies to all sizes, kinds and shapes of 
rangeland. 

Marion E. Everhart is a certified range management con- 
sultant and former range specialist with the Soil Conservation 
Service in Texas. 
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