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SRM Section News

Nevada Section Summer Tour and Meeting, July 9–10, 2004
By Jay Davison

The Nevada Section 2004 summer tour and business meet-
ing was held on July 9–10, 2004. The headquarters for the
tour/meeting was on the Hunewill ranch property located
above the Bridgeport Valley just west of the Nevada state
line. The campsite was along Buckeye Creek in a beautiful
meadow at about 7,000 feet of elevation. The Hunewill
ranch is a working cattle ranch and very successful guest
ranch that was established in 1861. The owners of the ranch
graciously donated the camping fees they normally charge
groups to the Nevada Section.

The tour was very successful with over 40 individuals
attending. This was the largest turnout for a summer tour
that our section has experienced for several years. The group
toured the Rosaschi ranch, which is located on the east fork
of the Walker River in Lyon County near the California line.

The US Forest Service acquired the ranch in 1995 and is
in the process of developing a management plan to guide
long-term management. The property included a 5-mile
segment of the East Walker River renowned as a blue-ribbon
brown trout fishery that was previously open only to those
who paid a trespass fee to fish. The acquisition conveyed
decreed stream water rights and reservoir storage rights tied
to the irrigation of approximately 700 acres. A significant
system of ditches transported water from the East Walker
and a small tributary to irrigate floodplain pastures and cul-
tivated uplands. Nonirrigated uplands were dominated by
sagebrush. Forest service management of the ranch for the
first 7 years was custodial in nature, and volunteer conserva-
tion groups assisted them (Fig. 1). In 2003, the Forest
Service completed a NEPA planning process that addressed
habitat restoration and public use objectives. The selected
alternative included actions to restore native upland vegeta-
tion and floodplain wetlands. Irrigation was a primary tool
designed to accomplish the restoration. Livestock grazing
was retained as a potential vegetation management tool but
deferred until vegetation reached “a high similarity to poten-
tial natural communities.” The Forest Service then began to
implement some of the selected alternatives, such as reseed-
ing with native species, regular irrigation of floodplain mead-
ows, and partnering with the US Fish and Wildlife Service
to develop a floodplain restoration plan (Fig. 2).

Bridgeport District Ranger Kathleen Lucich welcomed
the group, provided the foregoing information, and led a dis-
cussion concerning the Forest Service’s experiences since

acquiring the ranch. She asked the section members present
for input and assistance in developing and implementing the
long-term plan. Several ideas were discussed during the
morning session, which concluded with a bag lunch on a
neighboring ranch. The afternoon session included a tour of
the neighboring ranch that is still privately owned. Section
members compared and contrasted the different manage-
ment schemes before returning to the headquarters for din-
ner and drinks.

The attendees were treated to a superb dinner of barbe-
cued tri-tip and chicken with all the fixings. Members
Barry Perryman, Gary McCuin, and his wife Kay were
responsible for the cooking, and we couldn’t have had a bet-
ter meal at any of the finest casinos in Nevada. After din-
ner, nearly all the members and their families attended a
concert featuring cowboy music great Don Edwards,
national fiddle-playing champion Randy Pollack, and our
own past president John McLain. The concert was held in
the beautiful Bridgeport valley on property owned by sec-
tion member Bennie Romero. Nearly 250 people turned
out for the concert. Don Henderson and his wife will
remember it well, as he had not 1 but 2 flat tires on the way
back to the campsite at midnight.

Saturday morning started with a hearty breakfast and
strong coffee. President of the Nevada Section, Angela

Figure 1. A decaying ranch house on the US Forest Service Rosaschi
ranch located on the east fork of the Walker River in Lyon County, Nevada.
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Mushrush, chaired the business meeting. In case anyone
thought the meeting was all fun and games, I’ve included the
major business topics we completed here.

The Nevada Section is doing very well in membership
with 26 new members since our winter meeting, and we only
lost 4 members during the same time period. The news is
especially good, as many of the new members are students,
and without their participation, the Society will fade into an
old memory.

The members had a long discussion concerning our
awards program in Nevada. A motion was made, seconded,
and approved to have the Nevada Section join with other
groups, such as the Bureau of Land Management, the
Cattleman’s Association, and so on in recognizing individu-
als for excellent land stewardship activities. We also voted to
establish 3 awards per year. The first would be for sustained
achievement in rangeland management and the second for

rangeland professional of the year and rangeland producer of
the year.

Another important discussion was about the Nevada
Section supporting speech contestants and the new Nevada
student chapter plant team’s attendance at the annual meet-
ing. It was decided to provide economic support in an
amount not exceeding $1,000 for travel by competing stu-
dents to the annual meeting.

The members in attendance voted to support the partici-
pation of interested section members on a Rosaschi ranch
working group. The group will provide guidance to the
Forest Service. Other recommendations included asking
NRCS personnel to participate and using selected SRM
members as a technical review committee for proposed rec-
ommendations coming from the working group.

The membership present voted to contribute one-third of
the income generated by the winter meeting to the Parent
Society in support of the Washington, DC, office. The con-
sensus was that the presence of an SRM representative was
important for issues related to rangelands and that we should
receive information on specific activities related to this posi-
tion from the parent society.

The location of the Nevada Section winter meeting will
be Las Vegas. The meetings will include a tour of reclama-
tion efforts on the Nevada Test site.

Planning for the 2007 meeting in Reno has started.
Major committee chairs have been named. The national
headquarters staff is assisting greatly in the effort and
Nevada Section members are looking forward to another
record-setting meeting.

Author is Northeast/Central Area Plant and Soils Specialist,
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, 111 Sheckler
Road, Fallon, NV 89406.

Figure 2. Nevada rancher Agee Smith discusses management options from
a rancher’s perspective on the Nevada Section, SRM, 2005 summer tour.


