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Frederic G. Renner Award
The Frederic G. Renner Award is the highest bestowed by the
Society for Range Management. The award is named for one of
the SRM’s founding fathers, who served as its 2nd president.

Dr William C. Krueger is an outstanding rangeland sci-
entist and manager. He is well known within the Society for
Range Management as a tireless worker for rational and sci-
entifically based approaches to rangeland management.

Dr Krueger has been a member of the Department of
Rangeland Resources at Oregon State University (OSU) for 37
years. During that period of time he has served as program
leader, then department head in the Department of Rangeland
Resources, with the exception of two one-year stints at
Humboldt State University and Colorado State University.

During Bill Krueger’s long and fruitful career in range-
land resources he has accomplished numerous noteworthy
things, several of which are noted here.

Because of his ecologically based studies in animal behav-
ior and plant communities, he was able to effectively elimi-
nate the death loss of hundreds of head of livestock due to
acute pulmonary bovine emphysema in eastern Oregon.

In Oregon, he protected the use of “forage prepping” for
wildlife (particularly elk) production through the use of judi-
cious livestock grazing, increasing elk habitat several-fold.

He fostered watershed research early on in his career by
researching livestock grazing strategies for watershed bene-
fit, demonstrating that livestock herbivory at certain times of
the year could be beneficial to such plant communities as
willows and other woody plants. Thirty-plus years later he is
still active in watershed research, studying the relationships
between groundwater and riparian vegetation cover and
stream temperatures.

Dr Krueger is the only department head that OSU’s
Department of Rangeland Resources has had in the years
since the mid-1980s when it moved from being a program
within Animal Science to a stand-alone department. It is
appropriate to note that for about 10 years prior to being ele-
vated to departmental status, Dr Krueger was also the pro-
gram leader for the OSU Rangeland Resources program.
During his entire tenure as OSU Rangeland Resources
leader, Dr Krueger has never wavered from his stance of
believing in rangelands and in the people who are affiliated
with them. Dr Krueger established the Oregon Watershed
Improvement Coalition, which prompted the environmental
communities and the industrial communities associated with
rangelands to come together for the common good. He has
a faculty of well known and well rewarded individuals whom
he has always encouraged and supported. In fact, when one
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of his faculty members was recently asked why OSU seems
to frequently surface as a premier university in rangeland
management, that individual answered that the department’s
faculty reflect the attitudes of its leader. That leader is Dr
William C. Krueger, a man whose leadership and example
provide an inspiration for an entire professional society, the
Society for Range Management.

W. R. Chapline Research Award
The W. R. Chapline Research Award was established in 1986 to
provide recognition to members of SRM for exceptional research
accomplishments in range science and related disciplines.

Dr Jerry L. Holechek, during his 25 years as a professor
at New Mexico State University, has made numerous contri-
butions to the profession of range management through his
research, teaching, and invited talks in the areas of range
livestock nutrition, range wildlife management, public
rangeland policy, ranch economics, mined land reclamation,
grazing management, and range revegetation. He is well rec-
ognized internationally for his research accomplishments.

Dr Holechek is the senior author of the textbook Range
Management Principles and Practices, considered the standard
undergraduate range management textbook in the world,
now in its 5th edition. Another textbook authored by Dr
Holechek, Natural Resources: Ecology, Management, and
Policy, has been characterized as a virtual encyclopedia of
natural research management.

Dr Holechek is an author of 137 peer-reviewed articles in
19 different journals, 3 books, 2 book chapters, 6 experiment
station reports, 29 invited papers, and 22 proceedings arti-
cles. He has authored a total of 216 papers on range manage-
ment. He is the 2nd most published scientist in the Journal
of Rangeland Management (now Rangeland Ecology &
Management) and the most published author in Rangelands.
He is among the most widely and heavily cited scientists in
the field, based upon the scientific citation index. His

research is heavily used by public land management agencies
and private ranches.

Dr Holechek has brought his wealth of research findings
and practical experience into the classroom, at both the grad-
uate and undergraduate level, where he is rated an excellent
teacher. He has served as an advisor to 37 graduate and post-
doctoral students. He has coauthored 71 peer-reviewed jour-
nal articles with these students. He has advised 19 interna-
tional students; most now hold key positions in range man-
agement in their countries. He has been invited to speak and
help design research projects in the Sudan, Mexico, the
Czech Republic, and Brazil. Dr Holechek’s research has been
used to resolve 12 multiple-use conflicts on public and private
rangelands in New Mexico, Arizona, Texas, and Nevada.

Dr Holechek has run one of the most productive range sci-
ence research programs. He has integrated biology, economics,
and policy into a unique and effective framework. There can
be little doubt that his research on integrating macroeconom-
ics with biology has changed, and is changing, basic approach-
es to managing rangelands and other natural resources.

For his many accomplishments in and continuing com-
mitment to rangeland management, the Society for Range
Management is pleased to present Dr Jerry L. Holechek
with the W. R. Chapline Research Award.

W. R. Chapline Stewardship Award
The W. R. Chapline Stewardship Award was created in 1986 to
provide recognition to members of SRM for exceptional accom-
plishments and contributions to the art and science of range man-
agement through specific rangeland entities.

Dennis Becenti’s resume begins with the objective: “To
provide leadership in a cooperative environment to help peo-
ple improve, manage, and maintain rangeland resources for
use by this and future generations.” Dennis has committed
himself to this objective by helping landowners and tribal
governments on the Navajo and Hopi Indian reservations

54 Rangelands

Mort Kothmann and Jerry Holechek

Mort Kothmann and Dennis Becenti



improve the management and condition of their rangelands.
He has worked for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Soil
Conservation Service (now Natural Resources Conservation
Service), and both the Navajo Nation and the Hopi Tribe.
Additionally, Dennis has collaborated closely with universi-
ties in Arizona and Utah to further the goals of improved
range management and advanced education.

During his career, Dennis has led planning and imple-
menting of grazing management, range improvement, and
watershed projects on tribal lands. He has helped Navajo and
Hopi ranchers plan and implement grazing management,
brush and weed management, erosion control, tree plantings,
water storage structures, and wildlife habitat improvements.
He assisted the Navajo Nation in developing their first Soil
and Water Conservation District and holds the distinction of
being the first native-born Navajo District Conservationist
on the reservation.

Dennis has always stressed education as part of his work,
for his clients as well as his family. He has conducted range
tours for members of the tribal grazing advisory committees,
land users, and interagency range staff. Throughout his career
he has voluntarily taught range ecology and management
classes for students at Navajo high schools. Additionally, he
saw to it that his children received university educations.

He considers one of his most important accomplishments
his work helping the Paiute Tribe to develop a range man-
agement plan for their reservation. He also assisted with a
film project entitled A Distant Thunder, which gave a histor-
ical perspective on the Navajo use of land and promoted
proper range management.

Because of his work, rangelands on the Navajo and Hopi
reservations, which cover large parts of Arizona, New
Mexico, Colorado, and Utah, are better managed. Navajo
and Hopi ranchers and leaders of the tribal governments are
better informed about and committed to the importance of

rangelands and methods of modern range management.
For his many accomplishments in and continuing com-

mitment to rangeland management, the Society for Range
Management is pleased to present Dennis Becenti with the
W. R. Chapline Land Stewardship Award.

The Society for Range Management 2005
Distinguished Service Award
Charles E. (Chuck) McGlothlin, as chair and prime mover
of the Society for Range Management’s Endowment Fund
Board of Governors, has demonstrated extraordinary accom-
plishments to enhance the Society’s financial independence
through expansion of the Endowment Fund.

In addition to other fundraising efforts, Chuck has
organized and directed 6 (going on 7) silent auctions and 2
(going on 3) major raffles since 1997. Other Board of
Governors members have assisted and SRM members have
provided substantial support, but the tangible results of
more than $75,000 added to the Endowment Fund would
not have been possible without Chuck’s personal initiative,
hard work, organizational skills, and dedication.

For these reasons, SRM’s Board of Directors has deemed
it appropriate to confer the Distinguished Service Award to
Charles E. McGlothlin.

Outstanding Achievement Awards 
The Outstanding Achievement Awards are presented by the
Society for Range Management for outstanding achievement to
members and other qualified individuals and groups working in
rangelands. The Outstanding Achievement Awards have been
subdivided into two groups: Research/Academia and
Stewardship (ranchers, agency professionals, and consultants).
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Research/Academia
Dr David Ganskopp has worked to improve our understand-
ing of livestock grazing behavior and factors that influence
palatability. He has used his background to help design “pre-
scriptive” grazing strategies and to evaluate the impact of live-
stock grazing on habitat for other species. Dave’s studies have
varied from those involving traditional experimental designs
to complex geospatial analysis. He has a talent for presenting
results to broad audiences and making the material relevant,
generally using humor to drive home important points.

Some of Dave’s past research accomplishments include
the following: 1) a ranking of palatability of natural and
introduced bunchgrass species, 2) demonstrating that any
presence of reproductive stems in a crested wheatgrass plant
will reduce palatability, 3) determining that livestock grazing

in the spring can stimulate bitterbrush growth, whereas fall
grazing has the opposite effect, and recently 4) pioneering
the use of GPS collars to study grazing patterns on Great
Basin rangeland. These studies are directly applicable to
many decisions faced by rangeland managers.

During his career Dave has been actively involved in SRM,
and has given numerous presentations to other scientists, man-
agers, the interested public, and students (from elementary
school to university). He also served on the editorial boards of
both Rangelands and the Journal of Range Management, and he
worked hard to help authors improve their articles. Dave truly
has been outstanding in his achievements.

Wayne Hamilton is a widely recognized leader in the
development of prescribed fire, herbicidal, and mechanical
technology for brush management in Texas. He was instru-
mental in developing the concept and protocol for Integrated
Brush Management Systems, a comprehensive planning
process for managing rangeland vegetation, and in developing
5 decision-support systems, including GLA 2.0.4, WebGLA,
EXSEL, ECON, and PHYGROW, that are widely used
during planning exercises by rangeland resource managers.

Wayne has authored or coauthored 18 scientific journal
articles, 15 Experiment Station or Extension publications, a
book on prescribed burning, 8 book chapters, 47 symposium
proceedings papers, 11 research reports, and 25 abstracts. He
was the senior coeditor of a book published in 2004 entitled
Brush Management: Past, Present, and Future.

Wayne has taught over 2,750 undergraduate students and
250 graduate students, and served as graduate committee
advisor or committee member for 75 graduate students in
the Rangeland Ecology & Management Department at
Texas A&M University. He has also served as coordinator
for his department’s Masters of Agriculture degree program,
which has awarded 40 degrees. He served as a director of the
Texas Section of SRM from 1974 to 1979 and as its presi-
dent in 1978. Wayne’s appointment as director of the Center
for Grazinglands and Ranch Management at Texas A&M in
1995 exemplifies his esteem within the Texas A&M Univer-
sity system. Wayne has received 11 significant awards or dis-
tinctions in recognition of his leadership, accomplishments,
and excellence as a rangeland management educator and sci-
entist, including the Texas Section’s 2004 Outstanding Con-
tribution to Range Management award.

Douglas E. Johnson is a 29-year member of the Society
for Range Management. He is an individual with tremen-
dous experience as an educator and researcher at OSU,
where he teaches several rangeland resources courses, and is
active in research projects ranging from weeds to watersheds,
from animal behavior to rangeland resources on an interna-
tional level. The link to all of these diverse interests is an
abiding interest in Geographic Information Systems (GIS).

Dr Johnson has become a leading international expert in
GIS, and several of his innovations such as “Weedmapper”
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and GIS tracking devices for livestock are mimicked around
the globe. Additionally, throughout his career he has had a
strong interest in helping developing nations and he has
served as an overseas educator and administrator in several.

Dr Johnson is an approachable, friendly man who will-
ingly shares his time and expertise with those who can ben-
efit from such contact. He is intelligent, hard-working, and
he is completely dedicated to rangelands and the betterment
of the people associated with them.

We are pleased to honor Dr Douglas E. Johnson as a
recipient of the 2005 Outstanding Achievement Award.

Dr Robert A. Masters is known for developing integrat-
ed systems to manage invasive plants and improve range-
lands. He has identified constraints to the establishment of
grasses and forbs, developed practices to overcome those
constraints, and determined the sequence and combination
of technologies to reclaim invasive-plant–infested communi-
ties with the goal of increasing the reliability of rangeland
restoration programs. He led expeditions in Eurasia to col-
lect leafy spurge specimens used in molecular genetic analy-
ses to determine the Eurasian origins of North American
leafy spurge populations. North American leafy spurge geno-
types were found to be more similar to those from Russia
than from Europe.

This finding supported the need to include Russia in the
search for leafy spurge’s natural enemies for use in North
American biocontrol programs. He determined that herbi-
cides could serve as catalysts to accelerate development of
desired plant communities when used with mechanical, cul-
tural, and biological control practices. As a USDA–ARS
rangeland scientist, he found that the herbicide imazapic
expedited control of key invasive plants and hastened estab-
lishment of desirable grasses and forbs. Because of this work,
imazapic was registered for use on rangeland and

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) lands. As a research
scientist with Dow AgroSciences, LLC, he has had a leader-
ship role in the development of aminopyralid, a new herbi-
cide designated as a reduced-risk pesticide by the US
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and designed to
control rangeland invasive and noxious weeds. His efforts
over the past two decades have resulted in development of
new tools and strategies to help land managers restore
degraded rangelands.

Dr Jack Morgan is internationally recognized regarding
the effects of increasing atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2)
concentration on plant, soil, and water responses in semiarid
rangeland ecosystems. His identification of ecosystem
response mechanisms has significantly advanced our under-
standing of how plants and soils are adapting to the chang-
ing environments of western rangelands. Dr Morgan’s
research findings documenting CO2-induced enhanced pro-
ductivity, altered species composition, reduced forage
digestibility, and improved plant and soil water dynamics in
the short-grass steppe have been widely published in the top
scientific journals, including a recent invited “Perspective”
article in the prestigious journal Science.

Dr Morgan has demonstrated that 1) biomass responses
to elevated CO2 were primarily driven by improved water
relations and higher water-use efficiency rather than by
direct photosynthetic responses, 2) the photosynthetic and
growth responses of C4 grasses may often be no less than that
experienced by C3 grasses given the conditions of high light
intensity and limiting soil water, and 3) functional groups
based on photosynthetic classes (C3 vs C4) are not useful for
predicting variable species responses to CO2 enrichment.
These findings have been paramount in advancing the state
of knowledge concerning the mechanisms and processes
influenced by elevated CO2.
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Dr Morgan’s scientific findings have already significantly
impacted public policy and the future direction of global
change research, especially on how management may miti-
gate effects of elevated CO2. For these reasons, the Society
believes that Dr Jack A. Morgan is most deserving of the
Outstanding Achievement Award.

Dr H. Wayne Polley is internationally recognized regard-
ing the effects of several global changes (atmospheric CO2
enrichment, altered precipitation patterns, intensified distur-
bances, and plant invasions) on ecological processes that
control the productivity and species composition on mesic
rangelands. Dr Polley’s innovative use of a novel experimen-
tal apparatus to study responses of an intact rangeland to a
continuous gradient of atmospheric CO2, rather than to just
a few fixed concentrations, provided seminal information
regarding the shape of the response curve of rangeland
processes to CO2 enrichment.

Dr H. Wayne Polley’s key contributions include 1) the
application of stable isotope theory and technology to study
mechanisms by which past increases in atmospheric CO2 have
influenced plant–plant interactions and the abundances and
productivity of plant species, 2) the development of a relative-
ly simple method of standardizing rates of soil water depletion
that provided the first demonstration that CO2 enrichment
could increase survival of seedlings exposed to uniform condi-
tions of soil water content, and 3) the application of an inno-
vative indirect approach to studying CO2 effects on woody
establishment that provided the first field evidence that CO2
enrichment may promote woody invasion of grasslands by
slowing the rate at which grasses deplete soil water.

The contributions of Dr H. Wayne Polley to unraveling
the responses of mesic rangelands to global change are a tes-
tament to his scientific prowess and to his unique ability to
integrate originality into experiments to yield results that are

applicable to land managers, researchers, policy makers, and
the general public. For these reasons, the Society believes
that Dr H. Wayne Polley is most deserving of the Outstand-
ing Achievement Award.

Stewardship
Jack Alexander has been a leader in applying credible science to
rangeland management. His contributions have spanned three
areas in linking research to land management: as a scientist, he
has been an effective and consistent collaborator with agency
and academic scientists in the development of new approaches
to assessment and monitoring; as a consultant, he has provided
first-class support to clients, land management agencies, and
fellow SRM members through training and implementation;
and as a rangeland management specialist, he has been instru-
mental in the use and interpretation of rangeland management
information in legal decisions that form the basis for land use
and management practices on public and private land.

Jack’s contribution to the profession of rangeland man-
agement has not been limited to practicing professionals. He
has played an instrumental role in getting undergraduate stu-
dents involved in SRM. Under his leadership, “Tapping the
Top” has grown into one of the best-attended symposia at
the annual meeting. Jack also developed the “Student
Employment Workshop” at the annual meeting to give
undergraduate and graduate students the opportunity to ask
questions about real-world job situations, meet with
recruiters, and discuss application and interview do’s and
don’ts. These programs have been an important part of trans-
forming young people from students to professionals.

Through his efforts as an undergraduate student, gradu-
ate student, and practicing professional, Jack Alexander has
been a tireless and effective contributor to the betterment of
our profession and is most deserving of the SRM
Outstanding Achievement Award.
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Dr Larry D. Butler is recognized nationally as the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) leader and
spokesman for rangeland resource management. As director
of the National USDA–NRCS Grazing Land Technical
Institute Team, Larry provided outstanding leadership for
development of the 1997 National Range & Pasture
Handbook, which is used throughout the United States and
in several foreign countries. He played a leadership role in
the development of methodology, coordination of training,
and technology transfer for the Ecological Site Description
Program nationwide. He was largely responsible for writing,
producing, and editing a public service announcement on
rangelands for the NRCS that garnered $4 million worth of
television time. Larry is a respected leader and innovator in
the areas of enterprise diversification and multiple uses of

rangeland resources. His work and research in these areas has
resulted in 13 scientific publications.

Larry has dedicated his career to transferring rangeland
management technology to ranchers and range professionals.
His commitment to rangeland resources is highly visible on
Texas rangelands today, reflecting his dedication of NRCS
resources to rangeland conservation practices. As Texas
NRCS State Conservationist, Larry has created over 20 new
rangeland management specialist positions, has significantly
increased the time NRCS field personnel spend assisting
landowners, and has contributed to the continuing training
and education of these rangeland management specialists by
encouraging and supporting their participation in profes-
sional organizations like SRM.

Larry’s public relations skills have been a positive influ-
ence for the Society for Range Management and the NRCS.
The 6 awards he has received from NRCS exemplify his
leadership, achievements, and significant contributions to
rangeland resource management.

For 28 years George Chavez has been a highly active
member of the SRM. During his few years in Nebraska he
served as a director of the Nebraska Section. Throughout
over 20 years of professional work in New Mexico, he has
served in many positions, including section president.

He has received numerous awards recognizing his out-
standing work as a range management specialist.

Throughout his career, George has held to his standard of
developing high-quality technical information for manage-
ment of grazing lands. A key example of this confirmed ded-
ication is his contribution as a coauthor to the 2003 article in
the Journal of Range Management (Vol. 56:114–125) on
developing state-and-transition models for New Mexico
rangelands. He was a key participant in developing this pro-
gram, which continues today.

His activity has been a wonderful example of how a man-
agement specialist can meld the art and science of rangeland
management to further his profession.

George is a dedicated, energetic, positive, hardworking
professional, and a credit to this Society. He is richly deserv-
ing of recognition by the Society for Range Management for
a career of outstanding achievements.

Tammy DeCock’s dedication and passion for rangeland
management is clearly evidenced by her many professional
accomplishments. She has not only succeeded at interpreting
and applying the science of range management to numerous
acres of private lands, but she has excelled also as a public
educator and passionate advocate of the rangeland manage-
ment profession. Of particular significance are the leadership
roles she has played in developing effective joint NRCS–pri-
vate-rancher ranch management plans, US Department of
Agriculture Environmental Quality Incentive Programs, and
an array of rangeland monitoring programs including a
state-of-the-art animal nutrition monitoring program fund-
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ed by a Grazinglands Conservation Initiative grant. But of
equal importance are her work-related and voluntary citizen’s
public educational efforts wherein she has played key roles in
the conduct of local and regional rangeland conservation
tours, Montana Range Days, Montana Range Youth Camp,
the Old West Regional Plant Judging Contest, and numer-
ous youth 4-H and Future Farmers of America rangeland
resource training activities. In addition, she has formally
served her profession by serving as president of SRM’s
Northern Great Plains Section, chair of the SRM Advisory
Council, and as a member and chair of numerous boards,
committees, and task groups.

Curtis Johnson’s contributions to rangeland management
include outstanding accomplishments in rangeland analysis

and monitoring, rangeland health assessment, and noxious
weed control. Through his work in the Forest Service’s
Intermountain Region, Curt developed cutting-edge analy-
sis and monitoring techniques that, for the past 15 years,
have been used as a model for the western Forest Service
regions. He is a member of a team of range scientists charged
with developing a national monitoring and analysis hand-
book to provide uniformity and consistency across National
Forest lands throughout the western United States. Curt has
served on the interagency committee that developed the
technical references Sampling Vegetation Attributes and
Utilization Monitoring.

Curt’s work with the development of the concepts used to
collect understory vegetation information and to read non-
forested inventory plots has provided a prototype for a mon-
itoring methodology that can be applied to all wildland
range settings. Based on this work, he coauthored the tech-
nical reference Indicators of Rangeland Health and Function-
ality in the Intermountain West.

Curt has aggressively pursued the use of advanced digital
technology for rangeland inventory, assessment, and moni-
toring. This includes digital photographic equipment, global
positioning systems, documentation of inventory and moni-
toring data, and audio capture of field notes. This technolo-
gy is packaged into a “linked system” stored in a multimedia
GIS system, which is shared on the Internet or by compact
disk. Curt has been the leader in establishment of a weed-
free hay policy on National Forest lands in Wyoming, Idaho,
Utah, and Nevada. He has championed Cooperative Weed
Management Areas to coordinate the control and eradica-
tion of noxious weeds on lands of all ownerships. Ninety-five
percent of the Intermountain Region is now covered by
Cooperative Weed Management Areas. His role on the
“Pulling Together” task force has been instrumental in get-
ting additional funding to the ground to facilitate weed con-
trol efforts on lands of all ownerships.

Curt’s career exemplifies the highest ideals of the art and
science of range management. It is with great pleasure that
the Society for Range Management recognizes Curtis M.
Johnson with the Outstanding Achievement Award.

Bob Thompson’s sustained outstanding accomplishments in
the science of range management span a continuing career of
over 50 years. Bob is an exceptional range botanist, and he has
untiringly devoted his life’s work to rangeland botany. He start-
ed with the Forest Service as a seasonal range technician in
Idaho City, Idaho, for the Intermountain Forest and Range
Experiment Station in 1951. After working on several ranger
districts, in 1962 Bob transferred to the Manti–LaSal National
Forest Supervisor’s Office in Price, Utah, and has remained
there as the forest range botanist for the past 42 years.

His contributions include eminently noteworthy accom-
plishments in rangeland taxonomy and rangeland inventory
and monitoring. Through his work, Bob has become one of
the most knowledgeable range conservationists in the field of
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plant taxonomy. He has collected and identified thousands of
plants, leading to the discovery of several new species,
including 2 species that were named after him: Talinum
thompsonii and Arabis thompsonii. Bob has developed and
implemented numerous rangeland inventory and monitoring
techniques and methods that have widely influenced data
collection and understanding of rangeland management. His
greatest legacy is probably the record he has left on the
ground in terms of long-range trend studies. He has
installed, read, and photographed thousands of different
trend studies and has seen to it that they have been moni-
tored over his 50-plus year career. His inventory data and
range study efforts have been the basis for bringing hundreds
of allotments and numerous winter ranges to proper stock-
ing. His experience and efforts in leading many range reveg-
etation and watershed projects has resulted in thousands of
acres stabilized and returned to productive rangeland.

Many of Bob Thompson’s achievements have been
accomplished without a great deal of fanfare. In his own
quiet way, he has just gone about doing his life’s work—a
work that he loves. He approaches his work with tenacious-
ness and an insatiable desire to know, which explains his
love, humility, dedication, commitment, and even passion for
his work. Bob Thompson’s career and the work that he has
produced exemplify the highest ideals of the art and science
of range management and qualify him for recognition. It is
with great pleasure that the Society for Range Management
recognizes Robert M. Thompson with the Outstanding
Achievement Award.

Sustained Lifetime Achievement Award
The Sustained Lifetime Achievement Award is presented by the
Society for Range Management to members for long-term contri-
butions to the art and science of range management and to the
Society for Range Management.

Dan Merkel began his career with the Soil Conservation
Service (SCS) in 1958 in Mullen, Nebraska, as a range con-
servationist. He worked with rancher Don Cox, who served
as president of the Society in 1969. His supervisor was
Lorenz Bredemeier, who was the SRM president in 1971.
Dan credits these men for helping him develop his career as
a range conservationist and his dedication to the SRM.

In addition to serving in range conservationist positions
for SCS at the district, area, and state levels, he provided lead-
ership to the Plant Materials program and helped develop the
Los Lunas Plant Materials Center in New Mexico and the
center at Meeker, Colorado. Dan’s last position with SCS was
on assignment to Region 8 of the EPA, where he helped the
EPA view rangeland management as a positive force in water
quality protection instead of a cause of pollution. Dan served
as national program leader for range with USDA Extension,
where he helped the eastern states change their approaches to
grazing land resources to include grazing management.

Dan is a respected leader of SRM. He has attended every
international meeting since 1961. He has been active in
every section in which he has lived, has served as chair and
member of many committees, and served as Society presi-
dent in 1979.

Dan Merkel’s work as a range conservationist and as a
member of SRM has made us a better profession and society.
The Society for Range Management is pleased to recognize
Dan Merkel with the Sustained Lifetime Achievement Award.

Outstanding Young Range Professional
The Outstanding Young Professional Award is presented by the
Society to an individual member who has demonstrated extraor-
dinary potential and promise as a range management profession-
al. This award is presented as an encouragement for outstanding
performance by young men and women entering the profession of
range management.
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Dr Chad Boyd has proven that he has the vision to
address high-profile rangeland issues and the ability to work
effectively with diverse groups. At this early point in his
career, Chad has already developed a very strong research
program, and we can expect him to excel in future efforts as
well. Chad has participated in and chaired SRM committees
and has organized symposia at annual meetings of SRM and
other professional societies.

He has effectively argued that rangeland scientists and
managers should be involved in sensitive species habitat
issues, and has followed through with his participation in
various sage-grouse committees.

While maintaining an active research program, Chad has
found the time to participate in many outreach and technol-
ogy transfer activities. He currently serves on the Oregon
Governor’s Steering Committee for Sage-Grouse, and on
the Southeastern Oregon Resource Advisory Committee.
Chad has worked well with livestock producers, environ-
mentalists, state and federal resource managers, Native
American tribes, and the interested public. He is equally
comfortable giving presentations to scientific peers or to ele-
mentary school students.

We as SRM members can all be proud of Chad, and can
only hope that we can recruit individuals of his caliber in the
future. He has had an impact on rangeland research and man-
agement, and has served as a mentor to other budding range-
land professionals. He has provided leadership on issues of
great importance to our profession. Chad is the type of per-
son the originators of this award must have had in mind.

Ms Wendy Gardner teaches at University College of the
Cariboo in Kamloops, British Columbia. She has the repu-
tation of being an outstanding rangeland expert, a superb
teacher, a motivating advisor, an outstanding example of how
to live one’s life, a good researcher, and a fun person. She is

a prolific scientist and writer; she is active in several natural
resources organizations in addition to the Society for Range
Management; and she is an elite athlete who competes in
adventure racing, eco-challenges, Raid the North Extreme,
Ironman Canada, and Ironman Hawaii competitions. All
these activities combine to make her fit and sharp—and they
serve as a marvelous introduction to her students who
admire her not only for her academic skills but also for her
commitment to fitness.

Ms Gardner’s students are well educated, appropriate, and
destined for great things. She is able to motivate such students
because she, herself, is strong, wise, dedicated, and hard-working.

We are honored to be associated with Ms Gardner and
recognize that she is a great example of what is right within
the Society for Range Management. She is fully deserving of
the accolades associated with being named as an
Outstanding Young Professional within this Society.

Dr Lance Vermeire is a rangeland scientist at the
USDA–ARS Fort Keogh Livestock and Range Research
Laboratory located near Miles City, Montana. He is a native
Sooner, having been raised in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. He
received his BS in wildlife ecology from Oklahoma State
University in 1994, his MS in rangeland ecology from
Oklahoma State in 1997, and his PhD in range science from
Texas Tech University in 2002. During his very short career,
Dr Vermeire has demonstrated an exceptional ability to
identify important, researchable rangeland management
problems, a keen ability to organize and conduct required
research to address said problems, and an enviable ability to
transfer new understandings to end users using superior
written and verbal communication skills. Evidence in sup-
port of these conclusions is rendered by his publications
record of 6 senior- and 3 junior-authored refereed journal
articles plus numerous articles published in nonrefereed pub-
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lications such as Rangelands, field-day reports, abstracts, and
proceedings. He is also fast becoming a frequently requested
technology transfer speaker in Montana and the surrounding
region. He has also played a significant role in our Society,
serving as Wildlife Habitat Committee chair in 2001 and
newsletter editor in 2004, Science Division coordinator in
2002, co-organizer and moderator of 2 science symposia in
2001 and 2002, and member of the Board of Directors of the
Northern Great Plains Section from 2002 through 2004. For
these reasons, Dr Vermeire is awarded the 2005 SRM
Outstanding Young Range Professional Award.

Range Science Education Council
Outstanding Undergraduate Teacher Award
The Outstanding Undergraduate Teaching Award is presented
annually to the individual who makes the greatest contribution to
undergraduate education in the broad discipline of range science.
The award is presented jointly by the Range Science Education
Council and the Society for Range Management.

The Range Science Education Council and the Society
for Range Management proudly present Dr Dan Rodgers
with the 2005 Outstanding Undergraduate Teaching Award.
Since 1980, Dr Rodgers has taught the vast majority of core
University of Wyoming (UW) range management courses as
well as advising the Range Club, the Rodeo Club, and the
Plant and Undergraduate Ranch Management Exam
(URME) Teams.

Dr Rodgers is highly motivated to educate students in the
science and responsibilities of being a manager of natural
resources on rangeland. Early in his career, he worked for the
Extension Service. Dr Rodgers weaves this experience into
the classroom by relating many “real-world” examples to
illustrate rangeland principles and the people who manage
them. Students also have the benefit of Dr Rodgers’ many
contacts made through his Extension experiences, resulting
in many summer internship and full-time job opportunities
for UW students. Even following graduation, many former
students continue to seek Dr Rodgers’ guidance in their
career paths. Students marvel that he is available day or
night, even long after they graduate, for advice and counsel.

At UW, Dr Rodgers manages the student scholarships for
the department as well as serving on the college scholarship
committee. He serves on numerous college and university
committees associated with teaching activities, such as the
College Courses and Curriculum Committee and the
University Studies Program. He has been recognized at UW
for his outstanding advising contributions with both depart-
mental and college awards. Finally, Dr Rodgers serves on the
Range Science Education Council and has served on the
Society for Range Management Accreditation and Student
Affairs Committees.

Dr Dan Rodgers encompasses the good traits a university
educator should possess and, therefore, is recognized with the
Outstanding Undergraduate Teaching Award for 2005. �
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