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past, I have fallen into the trap of thinking small towns are
boring, monotonous, and stationary. Yet, as I found out, and
as Dingus describes in this book, even though the future is
uncertain, the one thing that can be counted on is that every-
thing will continue to evolve and change. So Dingus not only
tells the tale of a dinosaur, he tells the tale of the continuous
process in life that is inescapable, even in the remotest areas
of our landscape.

Amber Morris, Washington State University, Pullman, WA.�

Above the Clearwater: Living on Stolen Land. By Bette
Lynch Husted. 2004. Oregon State University Press,

Corvallis, Oregon. 176 p.
US$18.95 paper. ISBN 0-
87071-0097.

Those captivated by the
history of America’s western
lands and its people will find
Above the Clearwater: Living
on Stolen Land, a memoir by
Bette Lynch Husted, both
engaging and educational.
Authored by a woman who
lived to tell of her life experi-
ences, the author reflects on
her life and weaves brief histo-

ry lessons throughout. It is as though we are climbing the
author’s family tree, investigating one branch at a time.
Some branches are slowly pruned off and other branches

grow in their place. The branches’ leaves are the stories and
life experiences of those family members. Among the sto-
ries, the book showcases family pictures, helping create a
visual image of the friends and family members who con-
tributed to her life’s happenings.

The collections of stories are organized into 3 main cate-
gories: childhood, motherhood, and adulthood. Beginning
her life on an Idaho homestead, she struggles with the idea
of living on stolen land—land taken from the Nez Perce—
the death of parents and loved ones, the challenges of moth-
erhood, and the discovery of her passion in life, teaching.

The rich content of the book consists of personal stories,
bits of poetry, and family photos, grouped into 3 main sec-
tions, each containing anywhere from 3 to 7 chapters. The
stories are relatively short, sometimes only a few paragraphs,
and seem random in arrangement. It is almost as though the
leaves (stories) that fell from her family tree were raked into
a pile, then randomly picked out. The subtitle however, is a
bit misleading. Rarely does the author wrestle with the idea
of living on stolen land but instead explores more of her life
experiences, revealing her family’s joys, tragedies, secrets, and
unanswered questions.

Visually, this book is appealing to the eye. The black-and-
white photographs reinforce the time period of the content.
In retrospect, the tree as a whole captures the essence of
times forgotten. Historians, naturists, poetry lovers, and
women of all ages will find Above the Clearwater: Living on
Stolen Land a captivating book for historical research or for
pleasure.

Kelly L. Kolrud, Washington State University, Pullman, WA.�
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