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Rangeland fires make the news every year. We hear
about the area burned and the damage to property. In a
bad fire we hear about people being burned. We do not
hear about the trauma of the people being burned and the
long recovery period they must overcome. This book by
Heather Thomas is one such account. I would defy any-
one to read the book and keep dry eyes.

It is a story about a young lady who was severely
burned trying to fight a rangeland fire. It is a story about
the people who tended her from the first moments she
was injured through the long rehabilitation and recovery
period. It is a story about her family and what they went
through in trying to carry on their lives and still be near
her when she was being treated in the hospital. It is a
story about friends and local people who gathered to help
the family during this difficult time.

Andrea Hansen, daughter of the author, was visiting a
friend by the Salmon River in Idaho when a range fire
was inadvertently started by fireworks. Andrea and her
friend were trying to create a firebreak with a bulldozer
when the fire turned and trapped them. They had to run
through the flames to reach safe ground. In just a few
minutes both were severely burned but managed to reach
her friend’s house, where he called 911. This was the start
of a long journey for Andrea. With severe burns on her body, Andrea was taken by a Flight for Life to Salt
Lake City, where she spent 29 days in intensive care. During this time her family and friends took turns
staying with her and giving moral support. This support and Andrea’s will to live were major factors in her
recovery.

Sixty days after the fire, Andrea returned to her home near Salmon, Idaho. There was still a long time
period of therapy and treatment before she was able to resume her life of ranching activities.

During her time in the hospital and during rehabilitation, Andrea found that she could be an inspira-
tion to others who had experienced severe burns. Each time she returned to Salt Lake City for treatment
or checkup, she would go to the burn unit of the hospital to meet with families of people who were in the
burn unit, giving them encouragement and setting an example that life does not end with a severe accident.

Heather Thomas’s writing style is blunt yet piquant. She includes in the story the viewpoints of the var-
ious people who were involved in her daughter’s treatment and recovery. There is feeling and warmth. There

is an underlying tone of thanks to all.
While the story is concerned about someone recovering from severe burns, there is a message

for everyone who has someone in a major trauma and is undergoing a life-threatening period and
recovery. It is a story of never giving up hope.

Gary Frasier, Editor-in-Chief, Rangelands. �
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Andrea Hansen and her daughter, Emily, 37 days after
the fire.


