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Since 1935, the Natural Resources Conservation Service of USDA has 
provided leadership in a partnership effort to help America’s private land 
owners and managers conserve their soil, water, and other natural resources. 
NRCS employees provide sound, science-based technical assistance 
tailored to farmers’ and ranchers’ specific needs. Participation in government 
conservation programs is voluntary. The USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer. For more information see http://www.nrcs.usda.gov.

The Xerces Society is a nonprofit organization that protects wildlife through 
the conservation of invertebrates and their habitat. In 2011, the Society is 
celebrating forty years of being at the forefront of invertebrate protection 
worldwide, harnessing the knowledge of scientists and the enthusiasm of 
citizens to implement conservation programs.

The Great Basin Native Plant Selection and Increase Project, a BLM and FS 
RMRS led program, includes more than 20 collaborators conducting research 
to provide the native seed industry and resource managers with tools and 
technology for selecting and increasing genetically appropriate plant materials 
and establishing them on Great Basin rangelands. 

The US Forest Service’s Rocky Mountain Research Station maintains 12 
laboratories throughout a 12-state territory that encompasses the Rocky 
Mountains, Southwest, Great Basin and parts of the Great Plains.  Ongoing 
research helps resource managers and planners balance economic and 
environmental demands for forest and rangeland resources worldwide.  For 
more information, visit www.fs.fed.us/rmrs. 

The BLM vision for the public lands in the Great Basin is to maintain or restore 
healthy landscapes and sustainable resources that meets the needs of the 
public that use and enjoy these lands.

2 Rangelands

Special Issue Acknowledgments
The guest editors and authors would like to thank the sponsors of this special issue.  The USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, the Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, the USDA Forest Service Rocky Mountain Research Station, the 
Great Basin Native Plant Selection and Increase Project, the Great Basin Restoration Initiative, and the Bureau of Land 
Management provided support for this special issue. 




