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The Carnivore Way: Coexisting With and Conserving North American Predators. By Cristina 

Eisenberg. 2014. Island Press, Washington, DC, USA. 328 p. US$30.00, hardcover. ISBN 9781597269827. 
US$29.99. e-book. ISBN 9781610912082.

The carnivore way, a term coined by conservation biologists to designate the habitat corridor used by large 
predators to disperse throughout western North America, is this book’s theme. An extensive corridor from 
Alaska to Mexico, the carnivore way is home to the six large species depicted (grizzly, wolf, wolverine, lynx, 
cougar, and jaguar). The concept explains why western North America is the center of carnivore conserva-
tion on the continent along with attendant social issues.

The author is a conservation biologist; the book was obviously written to promote the conservation of 
large carnivores. The first two chapters explain the concepts of corridor ecology and the ecological role of 
large predators. Chapter three provides a useful synthesis of information on providing wildlife with highway 
tunnel and overpass structures to facilitate dispersal and maintain gene flow. Chapters four through nine are 
dedicated to the six carnivores included in the book. Brief, well-written chapters address each predator, syn-
thesizing scientific information, conservation status, and associated management issues. The final chapter 
emphasizes why the author believes carnivore conservation is important.

Intertwined with scientific analysis, the author weaves her own strong views and personal philosophy on 
large predator conservation throughout. In my opinion, the book would have been better served had the au-
thor adhered to science and management issues, placing her personal philosophy and advocacy in a separate 
book. On several occasions, I had to ask myself—is this comment based on science? The author’s personal 
values? I experienced this particularly strongly in the discussion of trophic cascades and large predator hunt-
ing.

In my opinion, although generally thorough, the discussion of wolves and their impact on livestock 
operators could be more balanced. For example, although it is true that the percentage of livestock killed 
by wolves is quite small, it is cold comfort to some stockmen. A single cow lost to predation on a small 
subsistence ranch in the southwest may be financially devastating. The author describes efforts by some or-
ganizations to compensate stockmen for individual animals. Although helpful, it is not a long-term solution. 
Expecting ranchers to readily coexist with wolves because of compensation is tantamount to expecting a pet 
owner to happily coexist with a coyote that just ate the family pet. Payment for predated livestock does not 
compensate for years of genetic work involved in many ranch herds.

The other coexistence approach emphasized is herding livestock to prevent predation. In my experience, 
although helpful, that approach often has limited effect. Had the author consulted a broad spectrum of ag-
ricultural experts, she could have presented a more balanced analysis of livestock predation.

Although there are some weaknesses, the book is generally well written and interesting, providing a 
much-needed reference on predator conservation in western North America.

Michael R. Frisina is a Certified Wildlife Biologist and Adjunct Professor at Montana State University 
Bozeman, MT, USA, mfrisina@bresnan.net. 
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