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Board of Directors Meeting Highlights 
The Society for Range Management 1997 Board of 

Directors' Meeting was held in Room 207 of the Rushmore 
Plaza Civic Center in Rapid City, South Dakota. President 
John Hunter presided. 

The plan and timetable for the EVP Search was re- 
viewed. A process called, "Choosing by Advantage" will be 
utilized. This process was successfully utilized for the EVP 
search in 1992. 

The Board extended its appreciation to Bud Rumburg for 
his dedication to the Society. 

The Board decided to discontinue the special subscription 
to Rangelands for individual non-members of $30 per year. 
This program has been available for several years, howev- 
er, very few subscribers have taken advantage of it. Since 
subscription rates and dues were increased, this program is 
no longer financially feasible. 

The 1997 Operating Budget was approved by the Board. 
The Noxious Weeds Task Group completed a Position 

Statement and was sunset, the Endangered Species and 
Glossary of Terms Task Groups were extended for one 
year. 

The Board approved a recommendation from the Finance 
Committee to invest a total of $125,000, to be derived 
equally from SRM Working Capital, Life Membership and 
Endowment Funds in high quality equities. Estabrook 
Capital Management will manage the portfolio. 

The following assignments of Board representatives to 
clusters were made: 

Business Affairs Cluster—EVP, Lamar Smith 
Communications Cluster—Kendall Johnson, Bob Budd 
External Affairs Cluster—John Buckhouse 
Internal Affairs Cluster—Meg Smith, Ron Sosebee 
Operations Cluster—Tom Bartlett 
Science and Technology Cluster—Angie Williams, Rod 
Heitschmidt 

The Board approved a plan to offer the governors of 
states surrounding the Greater Yellowstone Area SRM's 
support and expertise in coordinated resource manage- 
ment. 

The Board of Directors' stance on pending legislation was 
clarified and reaffirmed. The Board will follow the bylaws, 
specifically, Section 11, which outlines the evaluation 
routes for input. While the "rapid response" mechanism re- 
mains intact, it will be only rarely and then cautiously em- 
ployed. 

The Board, Advisory Council and Committees went fur- 
ther to prepare a statement which law makers might find 
helpful in the beginning stages of bill preparation. The SRM 
considers the following principles to be essential to public 
rangeland legislation or policy: (1) based on science and 
proven experience; (2) based on sustainable use, multiple 
use, and local community stability; (3) provides considera- 
tion of riparian areas, fish, and wildlife habitat and water 
quality; (4) emphasis on scientifically-based monitoring and 
interpretation of ecological condition and trend; (5) employs 
consultation, cooperation, and coordination between 

agency officials and all interested parties as an essential in- 
gredient (e.g., collaborative planning processes such as 
CRM); and (6) ensures predictability, stability, and fairness 
to all rangeland users. Moreover we believe (1) avenues of 
public input on a local basis can advance sound resource 
management (e.g., advisory councils) and (2) locally estab- 
lished resource management goals and appropriate actions 
to achieve these goals are paramount to long-term suc- 
cess. The Board is on record as being willing to meet law 
makers, rule makers, and/or lobbying groups to amplify 
these principles. The Board further states that we do not 
believe these principles are negotiable and any bill that 
lacks these attributes will be seen as short-sighted. 

After receiving input from the Advisory Council and 
Committees, the Board determined that a Grazingland 
Practitioners Certification Program was inappropriate at this 
time. 

The Board approved and adopted a Position Statement 
on Noxious and Invasive Weeds. 

Joint Meeting of the Board of Directors 
and Advisory Council 

The following recommendations were made to the SAM 
Board of Directors at a Joint Meeting with the Advisory 
Council on February 19, 1997. Advisory Council Chair Mark 
Pater and President John Hunter presided. Pater presented 
the recommendations of the Advisory Council as listed 
below and the subsequent actions were taken by the Board 
to the recommendations: 

Recommendation #1: The Advisory Council recommends 
that the Southern Section host the 2002 Annual Meeting in 
Kansas City, MO. The Board accepted the Southern 
Section's bid to host the 2002 Annual Meeting. 
Recommendation #2: The Advisory Council recommends 
that the Wyoming Section host the 2003 Annual Meeting in 
Casper, WY. (See Recommendation #3). 
Recommendation #3: The Advisory Council recommends 
that the 2004 Annual Meeting be hosted by the 
International Mountain Section in Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada. Bids from the Wyoming Section and the 
International Mountain Section are outside of the five year 
realm. Agreed to wait on the 2003/2004 Annual Meeting 
bids. These Sections will be informed that the Board is not 
rejecting their bids, but that they are holding to let other 
Sections have a chance to submit a bid. 

Recommendation #4: The Advisory Council recommends 
to the Board to better improve the communication between 
the Advisory Council and the Board, the Advisory Council 
requests that the Board appoint a sitting BOD member to 
be a liaison to the Advisory Council. The Advisory Council 
Chair is the liaison to the Board. The Advisory Council 
Chair and Chair-Elect will be contacted to reiterate the 
Board's invitation to attend cluster and Board meetings. 
Recommendation #5: The Advisory Council recommends 
to accept the Plan for Legislative Input as presented by the 
ad-hoc committee. No action. 
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Recommendation #6: The Advisory Council recommends 
to eliminate a formal Membership Summer Meeting to 
begin in the Summer of 1999. A letter of explanation that 
the policy of the Summer Meeting has always been a Board 
of Directors/Advisory Council meeting (not necessarily a 
membership meeting) that occurred along with the Section 
Meeting. 
Recommendation #7: The Advisory Council recommends 
to bury the Certified Grazing Lands Practitioner proposal. 
Accepted. 
Recommendation #8: The Advisory Council recommends 
that the Board accept a resolution to promote a 
Coordinated Resource Management effort of the Greater 
Yellowstone Area. Accepted. 
Recommendation #9: The Advisory Council recommends 
that the Board accept the Call for Action concept on the 
Greater Yellowstone Area. Accepted. 
Recommendation #10: The Advisory Council recom- 
mends that the Board accept the Noxious and Invasive 
Weed Position Statement as presented by the Public 
Affairs Committee. Accepted. 
Recommendation #11: The Advisory Council recom- 
mends that the Board accept the response to Chuck 
Backus' challenge as presented by the Public Affairs 
Committee with emphasis placed on the pro-activity of the 
Sections, citing specific examples such as the International 
Mountain, Idaho, Northern Great Plains, Wyoming and any 
other example showing pro-activity. Accepted. 
Recommendation #12: The Advisory Council recom- 
mends that a firm condition of hosting the winter SAM 
meeting be that all student activities be held at the conven- 
tion center or adjacent facility and that this condition be im- 
posed immediately. The policy regarding Student Activities 
is already stated in the Planning Committee Handbook. No 
action. 

Recommendation #13: The Advisory Council supports 
and compliments the Board for its timely action on the 
Greater Yellowstone Area issue. Motion passed with 22 af- 
firmative, 10 negative and 4 abstaining. Comment noted 

Advisory Council Meeting Highlights 
The Advisory Council 1997 Annual Meeting was held in 

the Gold Room of the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center in 
Rapid City, South Dakota on February 16, 17, and 19, 
1997. Advisory Council Chair Ron Mitchell presided. 

On Wednesday, February 19, the Advisory Council met 
with the Board of Directors and Society Officers to recom- 
mend the following: 
• To better improve the communication between the 

Advisory Council and the Board of Directors; the Advisory 
Council requests that the Board of Directors appoint a sit- 
ting Board member to the Advisory Council as a liaison to 
the Advisory Council. • To accept the Plan for Legislative Input as presented by 
the Advisory Council ad hoc committee. • That the Southern Section host the 2002 Annual Meeting 
in Kansas City, MO. 

• That the Wyoming Section host the 2003 Annual Meeting 
in Casper, WY. 

• That the International Mountain Section host the 2004 
Annual Meeting in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. • To eliminate a formal membership summer meeting to 
begin in the summer of 1999. 

• To BURY the Certified Grazinglands Practitioner proposal. 
• To accept a resolution to promote a Coordinated 

Resource Management effort for the Greater Yellowstone 
Area. 

• To accept the Call for Action CONCEPT on the Greater 
Yellowstone Area. 

• To accept the Noxious and Invasive Weed Position 
Statement as presented by the Public Affairs Committee. • To accept the response to Chuck Backus' challenge as 
presented by the Public Affairs Committee with emphasis 
placed on the pro-activity of the sections, citing specific 
examples such as the International Mountain Idaho, 
Northern Great Plains and Wyoming Sections and any 
other examples showing pro-activity. • That a firm condition of hosting the Winter SAM Meeting 
[Annual Meeting] be that all student activities be held at 
the convention center or adjacent facility and that this 
condition be imposed immediately. • The Advisory Council supports and complements the 
Board of Directors for its timely action on the Greater 
Yellowstone Area issue (voting results on this point of 
recommendation: 22 For, 10 Against, 4 Abstentions). 

Items of interest that the Advisory Council wished to 
share with the Board of Directors and Parent Society 
Officers included: 

* There is a very strong desire to improve communication 
between the Board of Directors and the Advisory 
Council. It was decided by the Advisory Council that the 
Chair of the Advisory Council will send a letter asking for 
current and foreseeable issues to be submitted from 
each Section every three months with the Chair accumu- 
lating and passing these issues to the Board of Directors 
with the list being prioritized at the Winter and Summer 
SRM Meetings. 

* Advisory Council members would like to see the Journal 
of Range Management (JRM) Editorial Board add to the 
JRM a section that discusses commerce and conserva- 
tion; Desi Zemudio (NV Section) will send a letter to the 
JRM Editorial Board following Advisory Council review of 
this letter at the Summer Meeting in Billings, Montana. * The Advisory Council has formed an ad hoc committee 
to look at Leadership Training possibilities for members 
of the Advisory Council as presented to the Council by 
Fee Busby (Leadership Development Committee). The 
ad hoc committee members are: Allen Rasmussen (UT 
Section), Barron Rector (TX Section), and Rick Orr (NV 
Section). 

On Wednesday, February 19, 1997, Mark Pater (AZ 
Section) assumed the responsibilities as Advisory Council 
Chairperson. Scott Fluer (WY Section) was elected to as- 
sume the responsibilities as Advisory Council Chair-Elect. 


