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Letter to the Editor
To the Editor:

We recently received a copy of Mr Sundt’s Letter to the 
Editor regarding our recent article in the December 2007 
issue of Rangelands entitled “Dutchwoman Butte Revisited.” 
Mr. Sundt suggested that we may want to provide a res-
ponse to the letter he submitted. We provide a brief 
response below.

The authors believe it is highly unlikely that anyone 
would have predicted that a grazed plant community com-
prised of relatively shallow-rooted perennial grasses would 
be more resistant to drought than an ungrazed plant com-
munity consisting of deeper-rooted mid-grasses on the 
same ecological site, and we know of no published data set 
supporting this hypothesis.

It is true that sideoats grama behaved similarly on both 
the grazed and ungrazed sites. However, threeawn frequen-
cies were virtually identical at both sites at the beginning of 
the study, but experienced recovery at the grazed site while 
remaining at low frequencies on the ungrazed site. Hence, 
contrary to what Mr Sundt said, the greater abundance of 

curly mesquite on the grazed site not only benefi ted short-
grasses (the sod forming curly mesquite and the bunch grass 
hairy grama), but mid-grasses as well (threeawn species).

One of the most prevalent and required alternatives for 
US Forest Service NEPA management actions has been 
and continues to be grazing exclusion. It is common practice 
to view this “no grazing” alternative exclusively as a positive 
effect with respect to plant ecology. As we stated in our 
article, Dutchwoman Butte has been used to epitomize areas 
protected from livestock grazing. We believe that these data 
suggest that the effects of grazing on plant communities 
in the Southwest are much more complex than previously 
depicted.
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