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Revolution on the Range: The Rise of a New Ranch in the American West. By Courtney White. 

2008. Island Press, Washington, DC, USA. 248 p. US$25.95. hardcover. ISBN-13 978-1-597-
26174-6.

“Out beyond the ideas of rightdoing and wrongdoing is a fi eld. I’ll meet you there.”       –Rumi

It is probably safe to say that few, if any, books on ranching in the American West start with 
13th century Sufi  poetry. But Rumi’s invitation to step outside of conventional, constraining, and often 
judgmental states of mind is a fi tting introduction to Courtney White’s heartfelt, humorous, even soul-
searching personal account of his metamorphosis from a hardnosed Sierra Club anti-grazing environmen-
talist to the peacemaking executive director of the Quivira Coalition he is today. The Quivira Coalition, 
a nonprofi t networking organization focused on education and outreach based in Santa Fe, is arguably at 
the center of a dynamic and growing social movement in the West called the Radical Center— “a neutral 
place where people explore their interests instead of argue their positions.” The list of people who have 
accepted the online invitation to join the Radical Center (not unlike Rumi’s invitation to the fi eld above) 
is impressively diverse, including not only ranchers and environmentalists, but highly esteemed academics, 
writers, artists, and other members of the general public interested in identifying and supporting strategies 
for preserving the West’s wide open spaces, diverse ecosystems, and multigenerational (but increasingly 
diverse) ranching communities. The key to realizing this shared vision, says White, is in cultivating new 
relationships: among people, between people and the land, and among ecological processes.

White’s autobiography, while entertaining and inspiring in and of itself, serves mostly as a vehicle 
for weaving together the stories of a number of ranchers, ranches, and collaborative efforts throughout 
the West that provide insights into the numerous and diverse approaches to enhancing the social and 
ecological resiliency of the West’s ranch landscapes. Each of these operations is an example of what White 
refers to as the “New Ranch,” characterized by progressive ranch management, scientifi cally guided 
riparian and upland restoration, land health assessment and monitoring, and bridge-building among 
ranchers, environmentalists, federal and state agency personnel, academics, and members of the public. 
As one New Rancher profi led in the book refl ects, “I realized that if I’m going to survive in the twenty-
fi rst century, I need to be trilingual. Ranchers tell stories. The BLM wants to talk data. And then we’ve 
got the environmentalists… To connect with them you need to use poetry.”

White’s exhortations regarding the virtues of peacemaking, collaboration, communication, and 
trust-building are hard to dispute. Where some readers might fi nd themselves scratching their heads 
(or even putting the book down), however, is in the continual endorsement of Holistic Management and 
its founder Allan Savory, a controversial fi gure with as many critics as devoted followers.

While this book will not resolve debates regarding the nuts and bolts of exactly what constitutes 
progressive rangeland management, its message about the heretofore untapped potential of unusual 
and unexpected alliances between ranchers and environmentalists injects new energy and hope into efforts 
to maintain ranch landscapes and communities in the American West, and is thus well worth a read. 
The book would also be an excellent addition to college courses dealing with the changing American 
West.

Hannah Gosnell, Assistant Professor, Dept of Geosciences, Oregon State University, 
Corvallis, OR, USA. !


