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The Magnifi cent Mountain Women: Adventures in the Colorado Rockies. By Janet Robertson. 

1990. First published in Nebraska in 1939. This edition with an introduction by Arlene Blum was 
fi rst published by the University of Nebraska Press in 2003. 220 p. US$15.95 softcover. ISBN 0-8032-
8995-2.

The women portrayed in this book are truly magnifi cent. Janet Robertson highlights the gutsy lives 
and adventures of several early and contemporary mountain women who found their calling exploring, 
climbing, botanizing, and making a living in the Colorado Rockies. Most of the focus is on the pre-1950s 
era. Photographs and vivid historical accounts from numerous sources as well as personal and taped 
interviews provide a very real portrayal of these women’s lives and their infl uence on mountaineering and 
appreciation of the mountains.

The harsh land and how it affected the women who sought out these rugged experiences is an under-
lying theme throughout the book. Colorado’s mountains offered a variety of benefi ts for female climbers, 
hikers, and skiers, serving as both a diversion and refuge for adventurous spirits. Some of the notable 
women in this book include Anna Dickinson, Addie Alexander, and Isabella Bird, who were among the 
fi rst female mountain climbers to ascend Colorado’s fourteeners (peaks that are 14,000 feet or higher). 
Shifting American attitudes in the many mushrooming Colorado towns supported the outdoor 
sportswomen’s popularity and contributed to the success of female recreationists and sports enthusiasts 
today.

The struggles endured by the women of the Colorado Mountains were unique, but also mirrored 
confl ict undergone by women all over America in a time when women were still fi ghting for voting rights, 
and wearing pants while hiking was considered quite scandalous. Robertson takes us from this early time 
period through present day Colorado mountain experiences by providing real-life accounts from the many 
subjects of this book. This reviewer found the strength of these women to be both inspiring, and indeed 
magnifi cent.

Denise Lerner, guest reviewer, Society for Range Management, California–Pacifi c Section, Crescent 
City, CA, USA. !


