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Letter to the Editor
By John E. Murray

Dear Editor:

I read with great interest the articles on invasive species. I 
have a couple of comments on the thought process that 
is being used to combat cheatgrass. Understanding what 
competes with cheatgrass in its native environment is another 
piece of the complex picture.

Some of the science suggests the size of the leaves would 
be a factor in its competitiveness, but I would suggest there 
might be more—such as the early and late growth cycles. 
Two native grasses to cheatgrass are Russian wild-rye and 
crested wheatgrass. Observations of many years show these 
two grasses green up very early in the spring. This suggests 
they can break dormancy in the spring at a lower soil 
temperature than many North American natives. One or 
two degrees may mean a couple of weeks or more. They also 
stay green longer into the late fall and early winter. This 
attribute makes them very competitive in the early germina-
tion stages of cheatgrass in the fall. The only native grass 
(and it was mentioned) was Sandburg bluegrass, which 
greens up almost as early as cheatgrass and completes its life 
cycle very fast. It seems to hang in there pretty well with 
cheatgrass. What competes with it in its native environment 
is critical to making any headway in the battle to restore our 
rangelands.

Author is Range Conservationist, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (retired), Olathe, CO, USA, john.myrna@msn.com.

Photo courtesy of Cassondra Skinner, USDA–Natural Resources 
Conservation Service PLANTS Database.


	Letter to the Editor



