
An Oregon Range Sheep Story

Item Type text; Article

Authors Anderson, E. William

Citation Anderson, E. W. (1964). An Oregon Range Sheep Story. Journal of
Range Management, 17(4), 216.

DOI 10.2307/3895772

Publisher Society for Range Management

Journal Journal of Range Management

Rights Copyright © Society for Range Management.

Download date 24/05/2023 21:16:10

Item License http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0/

Version Final published version

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10150/642296

http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/3895772
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0/
http://hdl.handle.net/10150/642296


MANAGEMENT NOTES 

AN OREGON RANGE 
SHEEP STORY 

E. WILLIAM ANDERSON 
Oregon Range Specialist, Soil Con- 
servation Service, U. S. D. A. Port- 
land, Oregon 

Big, rangy cross-bred ewes. Suf- 
folk bucks. Mutton-type lambs. This 
month’s cover photo shows animals 
typical of Oregon’s range-sheep op- 
erations. 

Sheep have a bad reputation gen- 
erally for being the cause of range 
destruction in eastern Oregon and 
other portions of the West. Cer- 
tainly, much devastation was caused 
by the multitudes of sheep that 
criss-crossed back and forth enroute 
from one seasonal range to another. 
Common sense however, forces 
acknowledgement of the hordes of 
cattle and horses that shared the 
range for forage year after year. 
The cumulative impact of excessive 
livestock numbers of all kinds was 
particularly destructive in the vicin- 
ity of winter headquarters and other 
areas of concentration. 

Not all sheep outfits are char- 
acterized by depleted range. Range 
will recover under sheep use. The 
Hinton 8~ Ward sheep ranch in Wasco 

country, Oregon is a prime example. 
The photo depicts this ranch’s 

private rangeland, most of which 
rates in Good and Excellent condi- 
tion class. Bluebunch wheatgrass 
(Agropyron spicatum) , S and b e r g 
bluegrass (Poa secunda) and Idaho 
fescue (Festuca idahoensis) are the 
major plants of the range sites. This 
range has been used for spring and 
fall grazing by sheep for 26 years 
to the personal knowledge of the 
photographer and probably has been 
grazed by sheep for more than 
seventy years. Note the excellent 
understory of Sandberg bluegrass, 
the primary forage plant for sheep 

on this kind of range. The soil is 
Shaniko silt loam which consists of 
24 to 30 inches of loess over Colum- 
bia River basalt under an annual 
precipitation of about 14 inches. 

The area of the photo is about five 
miles west from the little town of 
Shaniko. In the spring of 1901, the 
Columbia Southern Railroad reached 
Shaniko from the Dalles, Oregon 
and as a result, Shaniko exploded 
with activity and business. Thou- 
sands of cattle and sheep were 
trailed long distances from the John 
Day and High Desert areas to this 
interior shipping point. Shaniko for 
a time was the largest interior ship- 
ping point for wool in the United 
States. Grazing pressures in the 
neighborhood of such a concentra- 
tion surely must have been severe. 
The history of Shaniko indicates that 
the Hinton-Ward range probably 
was grazed heavily during those 
days. Fenced, and grazed judiciously, 
this range now represents an expan- 
sive area of what the country prob- 
ably looked like originally. 

Obviously, it is the kind of man- 
agement rather than the class of 
grazing animal that accounts for 
range deterioration or improvement 
in the bunchgrass country of Oregon. 

RANGE SEEDING 
INTRODUCED GRASSES ON 

ROOTPLOWED LAND IN THE 
NORTHWEST RIO GRANDE 

PLAIN 
DURWOOD E. BALL 

Range Conservationist, Soil Conser- 
vation Service, USDA, Uvalde, Texas 

In the early days of rootplowing 
to control brush in the Rio Grande 
Plain of Texas, it was apparent that 
reseeding was needed. There was 
evidence of poor results from seed- 
ing with native grasses immediately 
following rootplowing. Also, adapted 
native grass seed was generally un- 
available, and its use would have 
nearly doubled the cost. There usu- 
ally seemed to be an adequate native 

grass seed source on the ground, but 
often, following severe soil distur- 
bance with a rootplow, there would 
be an influx of weeds, and the native 
grasses were slow to establish the 
desired cover. 

The costs of this type of brush 
control required the use of grasses 
that would establish quickly to pro- 
vide ground cover and competition 
to resprouting or germinating brush 
species, and furnish a means of ob- 
taining an early return on the in- 
vestment. Rootplowing costs may 
be affected by size and density of 
brush, texture of soil. and topog- 
raphy. The average cost of root- 
plowing is $10.00 an acre. Seeding 
mixtures have most often been two 
pounds of buffelgrass (Pennisetum 
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ciliare) and one pound of blue pani- 
cum (Panicum antidotale). This pro- 
vides approximately 25.5 germinal 
seed units per square foot at a seed 
cost of $2.70 per acre based on cur- 
rent seed prices. 

There are about 6500,000 acres of 
rangeland in the northwest Rio 
Grande Plain of Texas. This area 
extends from the Rio Grande River 
on the west to Atascosa County on 
the east, and from the Edwards 
Plateau Hill Country on the north 
to La Salle County on the south 
(Figure 1). The average rainfall de- 
creases from 26 inches on the east to 
13 inches on the west. During the 
period from 1953-1960, approximate- 
ly 300,000 acres were range seeded 
following brush control. This has 


