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Beluga Days should be of interest to read-
ers of this journal.

Beluga hunting and eating can be traced
back at least a thousand years, to the days
of Cook Inlet’s earliest human occupation.
As Chapter 1 tells us, the trinity of
salmon, belugas, and people have a com-
mon history in Cook Inlet. Over a long
period of time, the interactions between
the members of this trinity were not haz-
ardous in the sense that no member was
threatened with extinction. However, in
the 1990s, this tranquil state of affairs
began to change. Nancy Lord used to see
hundreds of belugas swim by her summer
camp but, with the passage of time, she
saw fewer and fewer belugas. Indeed, it
was now no longer possible to hunt belu-
gas for fun.

Are belugas really imperiled because of
overzealous hunting by humans? If yes, is
there any validity to the notion of subsis-
tence hunting? These questions are
addressed in Chapter 2. As the author
rightly points out, these 2 questions take
on considerable salience because of 2 rea-
sons. First, no one seems to know how
many belugas live in Cook Inlet. Second,
it appears as though the belugas of Cook
Inlet are genetically distinct. In other
words, if “something happened to the
inlet’s belugas, they wouldn’t be replaced
from elsewhere” (p. 19). In search of
answers to the above 2 questions, the
author met with officials from environ-
mental groups, the National Marine
Fisheries Service, native leaders, and she
read the pertinent literature on beluga
whales. Her efforts did not produce a
definitive answer. It certainly seemed as
though in Cook Inlet, there “was a small
population rapidly getting smaller...a pop-
ulation that had reduced its range to the
very area where it was most vulnerable to
hunting” (p. 31). However, this did not
appear to justify the imposition of dracon-
ian control measures. What about Alaska’s
natives who had hunted belugas for hun-
dreds of years, primarily for subsistence?
Surely one could not fairly say to these
people that they could not hunt belugas
anymore. As these issues suggest, the
future of the Cook Inlet belugas appears to
be caught between the competing interests
of environmentalists and conservationists
on the one hand and native Alaskans and
economic developers on the other.

Chapter 4 discusses the outcome of
Nancy Lord’s beluga whale watching trips
to the Shedd Aquarium in Chicago and the
aquarium in Vancouver. The author help-
fully points out that even though right
until the 1960s, whales were conceptual-

ized largely in terms of hunting, food, and
as a scourge to fishermen, suddenly some-
thing changed. Quite abruptly, people
across the world and Americans in partic-
ular “decided that whales were different.
Whales—whether blue, gray, killer, hump-
back, minke, beluga, or any other
species—were special” (p. 79, italics in
original). This special designation gave
rise to a certain kind of sentimentality and
an intense desire, at least on the part of
some groups, to severely proscribe the
human use of whales for either consump-
tive or recreational purposes. Why do peo-
ple find it difficult to comprehend that
demands for conservation must also take
into account a whole of host of other
things, not the least of which is the desire
of some people to maintain a way of life
that they have known for generations?
This is the important question that the
author asks us to ponder in this chapter.

What implications do human and beluga
interactions in Canada’s St. Lawrence
river have for belugas in Cook Inlet? This
query is explored in Chapter 6. One dis-
tinction between these 2 kinds of belugas,
we are told, is that unlike the Cook Inlet
belugas, the “St. Lawrence belugas live in
waters contaminated by industrial chemi-
cals...” (p. 117). The key implication how-
ever is the need to adhere to the so called
precautionary principle. In other words,
when one does not have access to good
data about a particular renewable resource,
“the responsible track to take is to be con-
servative, prudent” (p. 133).

How important are belugas to Alaskan
villages bordering Cook Inlet? Second,
would villagers be able to exert any degree
of local control over hunting decisions via
the new tool called co-management?
Third, what is traditional ecological
knowledge or TEK and does this notion
have any relevance in the management of
renewable resources in contemporary
times? These questions are taken up in
Chapter 8. From interviews conducted by
the author in the village of Tyonek, we
learn that the tradition of beluga hunting is
significant because it is a part of the vil-
lage’s “way of living” (p. 168). Further,
Alaskan natives are keen to co-manage
renewable resources as long as this kind of
management involves “equal sharing of
management decisions” (p. 171, italics in
original). This notion of equal sharing is
crucial because in the past, federal and
state regulatory agencies have taken an
attitude of “we manage and you cooper-
ate” (p. 171). Finally, we learn that the
idea behind TEK is that “close observation
over long periods of time provides a valu-

able way of understanding not just the
behaviors of observed species or natural
phenomena...but of ecological relation-
ships...” (p. 172, italics in original). In
addition, TEK is pertinent in contempo-
rary resource management because it
brings with it “a host of positive contribu-
tions—not just rich ecological insight, but
ways for Nature and local people to partic-
ipate in the development of sounder and
more equitable policies” (p. 177).

In sum, this book is, on occasion, some-
what long on description and short on
analysis. In addition, the author does not
say a whole lot about concrete steps that
natives and federal and/or state regulators
might take to make co-management a truly
meaningful and ultimately successful idea.
Even so, there is no gainsaying the fact
that this book contains an unsentimental
and thoughtful account of renewable
resource management issues with implica-
tions well beyond Alaska. The concluding
message of Nancy Lord’s book is that if
humans cannot save the beluga whale,
what chance have they, in the final analy-
sis, of saving themselves?—Amitrajeet A.
Batabyal, Rochester Institute of
Technology, Rochester, New York.

Strangely Like War. The Global Assault
on Forests. By Derrick Jensen and
George Draffan. 2003. Chelsea Green
Publishing Company, White River
Junction, Vermont. 185 p. US$15.00
paper. ISBN 1-931498-45-8.
War causes damage. An abandoned bat-

tlefield is a barren and forsaken place. In
Derrick Jensen’s and George Draffan’s
book, Strangely Like War, forestry is com-
pared to an all-out offensive on forests.
“We would never buy paper made from
dead bears, otter, salmon and birds, from
ruined native cultures, from destroyed
species and destroyed lives, from ancient
forests reduced to stumps and mud; but
that’s what we’re buying when we buy
paper made from old growth clear-cut
trees.” The authors employ this quote from
Margaret Atwood as an introductory quo-
tation to one of their chapters. It effective-
ly summarizes the concerns of Jensen and
Draffan and others trying to save the
world’s forests. The authors feel that these
issues are often brushed aside by foresters.
The foresters’ justifications for cutting
trees, e.g. increasing forest health, and
spreading “civilization,” are portrayed by
the authors as the simple-minded explana-
tions of those seeking to turn the forests
into a quick fortune. Strangely Like War
does away with all rationalizations, leav-
ing the reasons for deforestation standing
alone and uncovered in a “forest of lies.”  
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Throughout the book, Jensen and
Draffan explain their view that the forest
of lies has been carefully built up over
centuries. It began with the Middle
Eastern conquest of the cedars of Lebanon
and spread across Europe, the Americas,
and the islands of the sea. Ironically, to
their minds, the forest of lies now occu-
pies the whole earth, where true forests
used to stand. 

The forest of lies consists of many indi-
vidual trees. The authors begin the
description of their forest by describing
the underhanded dealings of companies
throughout the world that steal and cheat
in order to deprive native inhabitants of
their lands. These dealings become more
of a problem as governments globally
refuse to prosecute even the most blatant
attacks. Environmental impact statements
that were designed to protect forests are
instead used to justify decisions made long
before the related studies are done.
Solutions are suggested and only half-
heartedly carried out, often causing no
change at all.

Next, the authors discuss the most dan-
gerous lies—those that disrupt not only
the trees but the ecosystems of which

they are a part. As forests fall, wildlife and
fish face the harsh realities of endanger-
ment and possible extinction. Surrounding
streams become soil-infested channels.
New species of plants arrive to colonize,
and complete the takeover of what was
previously beautiful and free. Yet despite
all the changes, cutting continues and
ecosystems not even connected physically
to forests are affected as trees are pulped
and turned into so many products. 

More barefaced lies are revealed by the
authors as they show the thirst for timber
revenues increasing. They lay bare the
euphemistic vocabulary of forestry; clear-
cuts are called “temporary meadows” or
“even-age management.” Acre after acre
of forest must be conquered in the name of
“mechanical fire suppression.” These
phrases, to Jensen and Draffan, are offen-
sive, false, and nearly comical in their
poor depiction of reality. The search for
other natural resources translates into the
slaughter of worldwide forests. Oil devel-
opment, mining, shrimp farming, and the
building of dams to harness water power
all contribute to the obvious destruction of
the Earth’s forests. The cutting continues,
and each year forests decrease in size and
dominion over the lands. 

As I considered the forest of lies that 
Jensen and Draffan present and analyze
throughout this book, I found it disturbing
that, to some degree, they have created
their own forest of lies and misconcep-
tions as well. The facts that they use are
not always accurate. In discussing the fire
dependency of lodgepole pine they assert-
ed that fire is necessary for germination.
This “fact” is merely one side of the ongo-
ing debate about this species and what it
needs for its seeds to be released and suc-
cessfully germinate. Other statistics and
data throughout the book are also miscon-
strued in Jensen’s and Draffan’s zeal to
develop an anti-forestry theme. Jensen and
Draffan have a point to make, but I found
that they allowed their strongly held
beliefs to pull them away from objectivity.

Nonetheless, Strangely Like War offers
a different, informative, and fascinating
perspective into what our world has devel-
oped into. It raises questions regarding
how companies and governments of the
world treat and manage forests now.
Hopefully, it will spawn further research
and inquiries into what can be done to
transform our forests back into the fully
functional entities they can be. –Jesse
Fulbright, Washington State University,
Pullman, Washington.   
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