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TECHNICAL NOTES 

Southern Wax-myrtle Response Following Winter Prescribed 
Burning in South Florida 
STEVE W. TERRY AND LARRY D. WHITE 

Abstract 

Southern wax-myrtle is an undesirable shrub that is invading thousands 
of acres of rangeland in south Florida. Prescribed burning has been 
considered a potential management tool for maintaining pastures free of 
M al-myrtle. Results of this study show wax-myrtle to be easily crown killed 
bj a single winter fire. However, most plants survive through basal 
sprouts. Use of prescribed winter fire to reduce wax-myrtle competition 
will require repeated periodic burns coordinated with cattle grazing 
programs. 

Southern wax-myrtle (A4~riccr cerijeru L.) is a small, aromatic, 
c\crgreen shrub or tree common throughout the coastal plain of the 
4oulka~tern United States (Grelen and Duvall 19hh; Kurz and 
God t re> I9h.J). Southern wax-myrtle is rapidly invading many ranges 
throughout southern Florida. McCaleb ( 1970, personal commini- 
catton) estimated two million acres of south Florida already invaded, 
and eon to “become shaded to the point that forage production will be 
reduced to the extent that major pasture renovation will be required.” 
The noticeable increase in wax-myrtle is most common on areas where 
Ijrchcribed burnin g is not used as a periodic management practice. 
Grclen and Duvall ( I%h) reported that wax-myrtle plants survive 
burning by resprouting vigorously from the root collar. “Plants 
burned periodically average about 3 feet high, forming large, many- 
stemmed clumps.” Similarly, Givens ( 1001) observed that burning 
can bc used effectively to prevent encroachment of myrtle on beach 
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