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TECHNICAL NOTES 

A PLOT MARKER THAT 
TELLS A STORY 

LYLE L. BROWN 

Range Aid (Research), Susanville 
Research Center, Pacific Southwest 
Forest and Range Experiment Sta- 
tion, Forest Service, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Susanville, 
California. 

The history and purpose of 
field study plots are frequently 
of interest to visitors. Even the 
observer sometimes has need for 
plot information when perma- 
nent records are not immediately 
available. Markers which carry 
such information, therefore, 
serve a useful purpose and en- 
hance the value of plots. 

Aluminum foil wrapped 
around and stapled to a 4 x 4 

FIGURE 1. Aluminum foil plot marker at- 
tached to a steel post. 

inch piece of board well serves 
this purpose, Figure 1. Informa- 
tion such as rate and date of 
planting, seedlings per acre, etc. 
can be impressed into the foil 
with a pencil or ball-point pen. 
The wood backing provides easy 
attachment to posts or trees. 

One hundred of these markers 
were made at a cost of $1.90 for 
material. Three-fourths of the 
cost was for the wood backs. 
Even this nominal cost could be 
reduced by using scrap wood. 

Markers of this type are showy 
and easy to find and they remain 
legible. In our experience they 
have lasted well and otherwise 
been entirely satisfactory. 
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RANGE UTILIZATION 
EXCLOSURE 

ROBERT M. MYERS 

Range Conservationist, Bureau o j 
Indian Affairs, Gordon, Nebraska. 

The range survey crew at Gor- 
don, Nebraska has designed and 
built a cage for use as a range ex- 
closure particularly in connec- 
tion with the study of range 
utilization on the Pine Ridge In- 
dian Reservation (Figure 1). 

The cage has a base five feet 
square. It is pyramid shaped, 
and rises to a height of three feet 
at the top of the pyramid. The 
frame is of %-inch steel reinforc- 
ing rod. It is covered with a-inch 
by 4-inch woven wire welded to 
the steel rods. The cage should 
be fastened to the ground by 
hooked, %-inch steel stakes to 
hold the frame in place. 

The pyramid shape of the cage 
permits nesting for transit. Sev- 
eral of them can be carried on a 
pickup at one time. 

The cage protects a quadrat 
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FIGURE 1. Range utilization cage. 

37.2 inches square and containing 
9.6 square feet which can be 
clipped to determine the amount 
of vegetation produced per unit 
area with protection from graz- 
ing. By clipping a similar quad- 
rat outside and comparing the 
two amounts of vegetation har- 
vested, an estimate of utilization 
can be obtained. 

A MECHANICAL DEVICE FOR 
REPEATABLE RANGE 

MEASUREMENTS 

H. G. FISSER AND 
GEORGE M. VAN DYNE 

Respectively, Graduate student and 
Instructor of Range Nutrition and 
Measurements, Animal Industry and 
Range Management Depart,ment, 
Montana State College, Bozeman, 
Montana 

A device (figure 1) has been 
constructed which will mechan- 
ically locate short line intercept 
transects. If used with reason- 
able care, this device permits the 
accurate reading and rereading 
of transects with a minimum of 
human decisions in line place- 
ment. This device has been 
tested on foothill grasslands of 
southwestern Montana during 


