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Abstract 
 

 Marula trees are a staple tree native to South Africa and is a source of profit due 

to the Marula’s ability to be converted into different types of goods like oils, lotions, and 

alcoholic beverages. Elephants are seen as a pest, destroying these trees and causing 

an economic loss. My book aims to provide the developing minds of rural South Africa 

a different and more honest perspective of the reasons why elephants take down and 

consume Marula trees, taking a scientific standpoint but expressing it in a way that is 

colorful, fun, and heartwarming. With this knowledge, the children can grow up having 

a more forgiving attitude towards elephants and understand why elephants do what 

they do through a more ecological lens.  

 

Artist’s Statement 

 

 The first idea to do a children’s book came to me via my supervisor for my Think 

Tank job as an SI Leader in my junior year. I was worried about my Honors Thesis, 

since it is usually something one has to think about very far ahead of time in their 

college career. I expressed my ideas at the time to her (like going on a study abroad) 

and she told me that you did not have to travel out of the country or work years in a lab 

to do an honors thesis. She told me she knew another student who had done a 

children’s book. Now, for my entire life, I have drawn and doodled, filling up multiple 

sketchbooks. In high school, most of my final projects were in the form of art, since that 

was the most honest way I knew I could express myself. I’ve also been a writer; 

participating in events like National Novel Writing Month (where you write a 50,000 



word novel in a month; I achieved that two years in a row) and keeping composition 

books full of outlines and story ideas. The idea of doing a children’s book made perfect 

sense, and that’s where I started. 

 I knew I could do a children’s book about the environment, having read The 

Lorax plenty of times. A friend suggested that I contact Dr. John Koprowski, my now-

advisor, about the book idea. He took to the idea and knew the perfect way to bridge 

my book with research he had graduate students doing; one of them was a graduate 

student by the name of Chris Banotai, and his research in South Africa. Both Chris and 

John knew of a woman named Lewyn who was the head of an organization called 

Bush Babies- it was an environmental and conservation-centered education program in 

certain villages of rural South Africa. Since part of Chris’ research centered around 

Marula trees (an indigenous tree to South Africa), and there is a general stigma in 

South Africa that elephants are “destroying” Marula trees (which are a strong source of 

profit), it seemed only right that my children’s book would take an environmental stance 

on the way elephants are treating the trees.  

 I spent the first semester of my senior year brainstorming, gathering information, 

and creating a rough storyboard for the book. When the draft was completed, I took the 

down time from classes during winter break to complete a majority of the pages. 

Around February of the spring semester I completely finished all of the illustrations, and 

moved into the final stages of minor edits, finalizing the names of the characters, and 

adding the words and page numbers.  

 This book took a very long time to complete, but it’s been an absolute thrill and 

honor to see it go from a vague idea and turn into something real with concepts 



incredibly important to me. I have turned what I have learned from my time at the 

University of Arizona into a visual expression, and it’s been such an honor to work 

under Dr. Koprowski. I can’t thank him enough for all of his input and even taking me 

on as a thesis student in the first place. I’d also like to thank my parents, who have 

always supported me and my art. Please enjoy Kgashane and the Elephant!  

 









 


