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Award

2009 Service Award for Derek Sears

Madame President—It is my great pleasure to present to
you former Meteoritics & Planetary Science (MAPS) Editor,
Prof. Derek Sears, for the Service Award of the Meteoritical
Society.  I feel well qualified to do so having played a major
role in the creation of the modern MAPS. I was Vice-
Chairman of the Joint Publications Committee of the
Meteoritical and Geochemical Societies when a review of
Meteoritics (as it was then called) was mandated. As the
senior meteoriticist on the committee, I quickly concluded
that the journal had not achieved prominence in that most
meteoriticists sent their best papers to Geochimica et
Cosmochimica Acta (GCA), Earth and Planetary Science
Letters, and other journals. After considerable work by
myself and others, our recommendations were adopted and
the modern journal in its current format was born. John
Wasson served the initial four years as Editor, starting in
1988, and set Meteoritics on its modern path. The journal
went to 8½ × 11" format, a team of associate editors was
appointed, and by the end of 1991, the journal had almost
doubled the number of significant research papers published.
Most of these papers were in traditional areas of meteoritics,
consistent with the journal’s name, and Meteoritics was still
being out-competed for top-quality papers by GCA and other
publications.

Then Derek Sears was selected as the new Editor. He
began his 11 years as Editor in 1992 and quickly led the
journal to its current prominence.  He broadened its scope to
include all aspects of planetary science related to meteoritics,
and in 1996 changed the name of the journal to Meteoritics &
Planetary Science to reflect that change in scope. Derek
assembled a sterling group of associate editors. The rest, as
they say, is history. Under Derek’s leadership MAPS became
the journal of choice for a large fraction of papers on
meteorites, and many first-rate related planetary science
papers have been published in MAPS, too, because Derek
succeeded in attracting astronomers and dynamicists studying
asteroids, comets, and planets, thus promoting
interdisciplinary communication and broadening the
perspectives of meteoriticists and planetary scientists. By the
end of his term in 2002, the journal was publishing nearly four
times the number of papers that it did in 1991.  Indeed, in
2002 MAPS published more papers on planetary science
topics alone, including asteroids, Mars, and lunar science,
than the total number of papers published in the journal in
1991. Hard-core meteorite and impact studies also showed

remarkable growth during this period. In contrast, over this
same time period, the number of meteoritics and planetary
science papers published in GCA remained fairly constant. In
a testament to Derek’s success, the publisher Elsevier
approached me during my presidency of the Meteoritical
Society with an offer to buy the title, an offer that I declined at
the time.  

Being Editor of a major journal is both a rewarding and a
thankless task. It is rewarding because you can see how the
fruits of your labors advance the field that you have
embraced. It is thankless in that you have the constant
complaints of authors, reviewers, Associate Editors,
Councilors and Officers of the Meteoritical Society to deal
with.  No good deed goes unpunished.

Prof. Derek Sears.
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Furthermore, a great Editor has to make sacrifices in
terms of his own research, given the demands on his time
editing MAPS.  It is to Derek’s great credit that he managed to
maintain a distinguished and unique program of research
while performing at a very high level as Editor of MAPS.

In my view, the Meteoritical Society owes a debt of
gratitude to Derek Sears. He ascended to the ranks of
legendary editors like Denis Shaw of Geochimica et
Cosmochimica Acta, and the Meteoritical Society is stronger

and the science of meteoritics more prominent because of his
service.

Madame President, it is my great pleasure to present to
you Derek Sears for the 2009 Service Award of the
Meteoritical Society.
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