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Editorial

REM Publishes Its 10th Volume: An Editorial Report

Rangeland Ecology & Management (REM) is publishing its
10th volume this year. This editorial marks the occasion and
briefly summarizes the trajectory and current status of REM.
The inaugural volume of REM was published in 2005 as a
continuation of the Journal of Range Management after the
Society for Range Management (SRM) approved the new title,
format, and publisher (Allen Press) in 2004. The initial REM
editor-in-chief, Keith Owens, converted journal workflow from
hard copy to an electronic form, implemented formatting
changes, and coordinated production of the initial volumes.
David Briske assumed the role of editor-in-chief in 2008,
continued formatting improvements, and introduced the Forum
manuscript category. The ‘‘ahead of print’’ publication feature
was added in 2008 to provide readers access to manuscripts
soon after acceptance. Allen Press migrated to a new on-line
manuscript submission system, PeerTrack, in 2010.

REM has enjoyed considerable success over the past decade
as a consequence of these changes and the dedicated efforts of
the Allen Press publications team, the editorial board supported
by the assistant editor Kathrin Olson and alternate editor Keith
Owens, and the contributions of authors and reviewers
throughout the globe. The editorial board is comprised of
approximately 25 accomplished scientists representing exper-
tise in 12 subject-matter areas. Approximately 30% of the
board members represent rangelands outside of the United
States, and this composition reflects the global emphasis of
REM. The consistent support of the SRM board of directors
has provided a solid foundation for journal operations.

The success and impact of REM is demonstrated by the
following publication statistics derived from the 2014 Publish-
er’s Report prepared by Allen Press. A journal impact factor
provides a metric of usage that is based on the number of times
published papers in a given year are cited divided by the total
number of papers published in the two previous years. The
REM impact factor first exceeded 1.0 in 2008 and has steadily
increased to 1.73 in 2013 (Fig. 1). The current REM impact
factor is based on a total of 260 citations accrued in 2012 for
the 150 articles published in 2010 and 2011. In comparison to
the impact factor of other journals, REM ranks 75 out of 136
journals in the ‘‘Ecology’’ category and 108 out of 210 journals
in the ‘‘Environmental Sciences’’ category. REM is increasingly
being cited by many highly recognized journals in the fields of
ecology and natural resource management (Table 1).

The number of published articles and pages has continued to
increase, with a record number of 81 articles and 748 pages
published in 2013. However, total manuscript submissions
have declined since a maximum of 232 submissions were
received in 2011 compared to 180 in 2013. Manuscripts
originating in North America accounted for 66% of the total

submissions. The overall acceptance rate was 39%, with North

American submissions having the highest acceptance rate. An

increase in both manuscript acceptance rate and journal impact

factor with publication of a relatively constant number of

articles per year is indicative of a substantial increase in

manuscript quality. Invitations were sent to 712 potential

reviewers in 2013, and a total of 325 reviews were completed.

The average time required to complete manuscript review is 35

days, and the average number of days from initial manuscript

submission to first decision is 76 days. All manuscripts are

returned to the authors for one revision, and many require a

second revision prior to acceptance for publication.

The journal is available as a hard copy through SRM

subscription, and electronic content is available from multiple

on-line sources. Readers may visit the journal directly at www.

srmjournals.org, and many institutions subscribe through

electronic aggregations such as BioOne. On-line usage contin-

ues to remain strong, with 13 259 article views and downloads

on the REM Web site and an additional 23 029 views and

downloads on BioOne in 2013, which bodes well for the

continued growth and impact of REM (Table 2). A large

number of views (191 147) of previously published journal

content on JSTOR in 2013—which includes content going back

to the first issue of JRM in 1948—provides a strong indication

of continued interest and relevance of the older journal content.

Increases in both article access and impact factor are strongly

influenced by special feature, synthesis, and forum articles. The

10 most-cited REM articles over the past 3 yr, according to

Figure 1. Growth of the REM Impact Factor for the 6 yr that data are
available.ª 2014 The Society for Range Management
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statistics from BioOne and CrossRef, consist of these manu-
script categories, as do the 20 most-accessed articles on the
REM Web site over the past 5 yr.

The distribution of REM, along with many other academic
journals, continues to transition from direct subscriptions by
individuals and institutions to electronic aggregations. In
addition to providing access to a large number of journals to
institutions around the world, BioOne also participates in
programs that disseminate journals in developing countries at
no or a greatly reduced cost.1 Consequently, REM is distributed
to thousands of institutions located in approximately 150
countries.

Substantial efforts are being made to promote and distribute
journal content through venues other than academic publica-
tion. A press release is developed by Allen Press for one article
in each issue based on its anticipated potential to attract broad
interest. These press releases are distributed throughout the
United States and internationally to more than 3 000 media
outlets. Journalists at these outlets have specifically requested
additional information regarding REM content. The distribu-
tion of each press release is customized based on article
content.

Beginning in 2013, Allen Press collaborated with SRM to use
social media to raise awareness of and to attract additional
readers to the REM Web site. Although only about 10% of

traffic to the journal Web site in 2012 came from the SRM site,

and virtually none came from social media, about 40% of site

traffic in 2013 came from the SRM Web site and SRM

Facebook and LinkedIn pages. These activities have also

provided an opportunity to discuss article content and to

increase awareness of rangeland issues.

The primary mission of REM is the ‘‘communication of

science-based information to promote wise stewardship of

global rangelands.’’ The increasing complexity of both oppor-

tunities and challenges confronting rangelands lends consider-

able urgency to this mission. The publication of integrated

content spanning plant and animal ecology, ecosystem man-

agement, socioeconomics, and natural resource policy repre-

sents an inherent strength of REM that effectively positions it

to inform complex natural resource challenges. Content that

integrates these topics is especially well suited to informing

multiple stakeholder groups, including natural resource man-

agers, policy makers, academics, students, and the interested

public of current developments regarding global rangelands.

The large increase in the number of articles addressing human–

ecological systems, climate change, and other big questions

confronting rangelands is indicative of the progress that REM

has made in engaging the complexity of global rangeland

systems. We remain committed to building upon this success to

increase the relevance and contribution of REM to global

rangeland stewardship.

—David D. Briske

Editor-in-Chief

—Peter Burns

Publisher

Table 1. Journals containing the greatest number of citations to Rangeland

Ecology & Management content in 2012.

Journal title Impact factor Citation number

Journal of Arid Environments 1.77 40

CABI Invasive Series NA 33

Invasive Plant Science and Management 0.98 28

Ecological Applications 3.82 27

Environmental Management 1.65 24

Journal of Applied Ecology 4.74 16

Global Change Biology 6.91 12

Journal of Environmental Management 3.06 12

Rangeland Journal 1.28 12

Applied Animal Behaviour Science 1.50 12

Table 2. Articles viewed or downloaded from Rangeland Ecology &

Management (REM), BioOne, and JSTOR Web sites.

Year REM BioOne JSTOR

2010 11 145 25 118 274 221

2011 9 939 25 771 236 494

2012 10 771 23 366 220 764

2013 13 259 23 029 191 147

1http://www.bioone.org/page/subscribe/developing_world_programs

236 Rangeland Ecology & Management




